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a^/t(i AhraheLTtk/aiclj Becau/e I thought^ 
Surely the Fear of GO D is not i?f 

. this Place ; and They willjlay me for 
my Wife i Bake. 
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*'^nr^HAT the Giraraf BeKef iiU PuA* 
lick Ackno'wkdgment of thofe great 
Principles of Religion^ the Biing 
of a GOD and His Providtnce^ 
tn nccc^ary to fecure the Order and Happi« 
»ois of Cm/ Societies^' n an Opinion coiifli 
firmed by the united SofFrage of the Thinlting 
Part of Mankind in all former Ages, Not 
only the Advocates for Religion, after having 
oftabliflied its Truth, generally va^^ on it$ 
In^portance to Men's^ Social Interefts ; Bat its 
very Enemies have been forced to give us jfudi: 
Accounts of its Original and Propagation, ag 
jil^ly impiy a Coii£dBon,-> that the Belief of 

A 2 1% 



4 Importance of Religion 

it has always been thought neceflary, to deceive 
Mankind into a Compliance with the Rules 
of Virtue, and a Participation of the Benefits 
of Society, 

This Opinion however, while fuffered to 
keep Pofleilion, mufl: needs be a confiderable 
Prejudice againft all Attempts in Favour of 
Irreligion. Accordingly Some of thofe, who, 
in this Age of Doubting^ have difcovered an 
Inclination lefs favourable to Religion and 
every Thing related to it, have (confiftently 
enough) endeavoured to remove this Obftruc- 
tion. Hence, as it fhould feem, we have beien 
entertained with Calculations, of the EfFeds 
of Tbeifm^ Scepticifmj and even Atbeifm^ upon 
Moral Goodnefs : And the fame Perfons, who 
have pleaded for fubjedting the mo^ facred 
Truths to the Teft of Raillery and 'Ridicule^ 
have alfo propofed it as a Problem, "Whether 
an Atbetji may not poflibly be a Man of Fir-^ 
tue and Merit?'' fhewing a Willingncfs at 
leaft to anfwer it in the Affirmative. And, 
ihould Speculations of this Kind be thought 
harmlefs Amufements only, of refined and 
contemplative Heads ; yet our own Obferva*. 
tion, I fear, may but too fully convince us, 
that Something more than Amufement has been 
the Confequencc of them. Unconcernednefs 
. . about 



to Civil Societies. 5 

about Religious Principles in general feems to 
have been for fome Time fucceeding into the 
Place of (what ufed to be accounted) a juji 
Abhorrence of , Infidelity and Athcifm. Our 
late Pretenders to Free-Tbinking have indeed, 
for the moft part, chofen avowedly to attack 
Revealed Religion on\y I and even in ^^A their 
Attempts the Interefts of the Publick .may 
perhaps be found by no means (lightly con- 
cerned. But *tis well-known alfo, that the 
Arguments they have generally employed for 
that Purpofe are calculated to parry their de- ' 
luded Followers Jim fartJber. And there is 
great Caufe to believe, that thofe Pcrfons, 
whom fuch Cavils are fufficient to remove 
from the Faith of the Gofpely very rarely flop 
ihort of a Disbelief fiU at leaft an Indifference 
towards, all Religion whatfoever. 

It is therefor? become but too feafonable, 
and will not, J truft, be thought wholly im- 
proper on this Publick and Solemn Occafion, 
to reconfidcr the Subjedl above-mentioned : 
rrr to enquire, Whether the general Acknow- 
Icdgenaent and Influence of Religious Princi- 
ples be really of fb much Importance to fecure 
the Morals and Good Order ^ and (which I 
will here fuppofe to be connedlcd with Thcfe) 
tj\c ifafpinefs of Societies, as has been cpm- 

A 3 monly 



6 Importance if Religkn 

monly imagined ? That, if it fhould upon 
Enquiry appear to he fo, we may refle<5t, be-* 
fore it be too late. What Confequences may 
be juftly apprehended, fhould a Difrcgard foF 
Religion and Things facred make any farther 
Advances ambngft us. 

The Reafoning of the Patriarch in the Text 

1% oh many Accounts remarkable to the pre- 

fent Purpofe. — Abraham appe^trs, from thi« 

Hiftory of Him (the Antiquity of which a^ 

Jcaft ovir Adverfaries muft give us Leave to 

infift on) to have been one of the moft iHuf- 

trious Perfonages in ancient Times. By fo-r 

journing in feveral different Countries, h« 

had Opportunities of making himfelf acquaintr 

td with the Manners a^id Sentiments of feve-? 

jfal different Kinds of People ; and This too 

at a Time, when the Condition of Mankind 

ftpjproached much nearer, than it has iincc 

idone, to that Ste^te of Nature^ with which 

fome late Writers would be thought to be fb 

familiarly converfant. -— And what was the 

Refult of the Obfervations of a Perfon fo well 

qualified tp make them with Advantage ? Whyj 

That t he fear of God h the oply effedlual Chec^ 

upon Men's I^ufls and Paffions : And that 

where any Country is fuppofed deftitute of the 

Jftiflueiices of this Principje, th^re is no Im- 

moralityi 



jnoralityt po Villanjr, no BarbAritjr, which 
inay not juftly there be dreaded. This was 
the Conclufion which the Patriarch drew 
^ froni his Acquaintance with Mankind. Trom 
this he reafonedt and upon this he a<fled#^ as 
Rn unqucftionable Truth. -^ And Abraham 
Jaidy Becaufe I tbot^bt^ Surely the Faar of 
GOD is not in this Place i and T!bey will Jlay 
me for my Wife's Sake. 

The Fear of GOD, to which Abraham 
here fuppo^d the People of Gerar to b^ Str an^ 
ger$, muft be underftood to be the iame 
Principle by which him&lf was aduated^ gnd 
concern^g which he had been in an eminent 
Manner taught ofGQL^^ We faav€i indeed all 
the Proof that fuch an Affair will admit of> 
that th^ Religion of all Nations, when traced 
up to its Original) was Revealed. But it is 
Clients that the Religion of Ahraham was 
4ire4aiy and immediately fuch. -^ It will not 
then feem foreign to the Import of my Text, 
if Occafion be taken from theoce to represent 
%o You, not only, 

I. Firfi^ The Importance of Religious Prin- 
ciples in general to National Virtue md. 
Happinefs; But^ 

JI. Secondly^ 



^ Importance of Religion 

II. Secondly^ The Excellency of Thpfc of 
Revealed Religion in particular to this 
Purpofc; And then 

III. Thirdly y Somt oi ihoic nftiijllnferences 
that moft naturally refult from the fore- 
going Confideratiops. 

I. Firji then ; The Importance of Religion 
to Morality may be illuftrated Twq Ways : 
By enquiring rr- "Whether, on the Suppofi- 
tion of no Religion, there could be^ in Req/bri, 
any proper Obligation to Moral Virtue frr 
Or, . " Whether, on the farpe Suppofition, 
there would be, in Fa3f, any efFedual Induce-r 
ment to ItV* 

It will be little to our prefcnt Purpofe to 
confidpr this Point in the Former View. 
Whatever be determined concerning any fup-? 
'pokAQbliging P^^^r of Moral Confiderations, 
feparately from thofe of Religion ; Yet the 
prder and Happinef? of 5pcietie$, I mean, as 
far as the Natural Tendency pf Things js con- 
cerned, are immediately afFefted, not by what 
Men's Behaviour ought to be, bijt by what it 
is in faflb found to he:. The mpft ufefml Mer 
thod of treating this Point therefore feems to 
be to enquire, not how Men's Obligations, 

but 



to Civil Soeii^ties, . 9 

bat how their ABionsy will be influencecj by 
Religion or by the. Want of it. The Enquiry 
is by this Means brought from the Bar of ab- 
ftradl Reafoning to the more qbvious and 
poiOre convincing Decifion of F(iSi stnd Expe^ 
Hence: And from confidcring, What has been 
hitherto obfervcd concerning Human Nature, 
we fh^l be beft ?ible to judge. What may at 
all Times hereafter in the fame Circumftances 
be expe<ftcd fronj it. 

But here we meet with very different Ac- 
pountSi jBven among Thofe who feem agreed 
\n flighting the Provifipns of Religion- \^ we 
will believe fome great Pretenders tp a deep 
liiiight into thgfe IVIatters, Man is a Being by 
Nature wild, unfociable, fufpicious, treache- 
rous, malevolent. Others, perhaps out of an 
Abhorrence of fuch a View of Human Na- 
ture, have given us Reprefentations of it very 
different from the foregoing one, and in fome 
Refpcifts from Thofe of each other : Whilft 
fome of them fpeak of Man as if He were 
Nothing buf pure Intelligenfe^ fplely cpndudt- 
ed by Truth and Rei^titudej; and others, as 
if He wpre AJl good ^fffeSlionp fufficiently ac- 
tuated by kind Inflin^s, and a Lpve qf Vir- 
tue for Virtue's 9a|^e. 

The 
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The Truth, I conceive, lies between the 
Two Opinions, which I will venture to call| 
Bxtrefnes. Humaq Nature i6 neither fb baft 
apd odkms a Thing as the One would make U9 
believe ; nor will Experience juftify the flat-f 
tering Accounts given us of it by the other. 
Every good-natured Man feels the Injuriouf- 
nefs of the Former Reprcfentation : And we 
need go no farther than to fuch Solemnities as 
Thefe for a full Confutation of the Latter. 

Mafif confiderefl in the Views pf mere Phi^ 
lofofhyy {and in that Manner only the Perfonfl 
we are here contending with will permit us tcf 
confider him) may be allowed to be by Na- 
ture endowed with fuch Faculties as direft^ 
and fuch DiiJ3ofiticm8 as incline, him to affo- 
ciate with Thofc of his own Species j and tq 
be, as by the Former enabled, fo by the Lat- 
ter excited, to promote the Happinefs of fuch 
Aflbciations when made. But then it muft be 
remembered, that thefe Faculties, thefe Dif^ 
pofitions, a§ far as they are Natural to Man, 
are Faculties and Difpojitims only* To reduce 
them to ASsy there muft be Willingnefe and 
Choice; but to improve them into Habit s^ 
Care and Cultivation are farther neceffary. 
And, after all, fhould our difeerning Faculties 
prove liable to be obfcured and perverted by 

Powers 
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Powers of a dilfFcrent Tendency, and our So^' 
cial Afifeaions to be checked and retrained 
by others of a Private Nature : it is plain^ if 
we fit down contented with forveying only 
the Sright Side of Human Nature, and fron^ 
contemplating what fuch a Creature may be^ 
ponclude what he generally njoill be\ We fliall 
frame a very partial Conception concerning 
that Nature, and may find ourfclves much 
difappointid in our Expeftations from it. 

The Suppofitions I have been juft hinting 
?ire by no Means merely imaginary. Let us 
leave our Speculations, and follow Man into 
pommon Life, an<i we iball foon find each of 
them but too fadly verified. The firft Appear- 
ance that will offer itfelf to our View, may 
probaMy be that of the moft ufeful Faculties 
weakened, and the moil generous Afiedtions 
overpowered, by craving Appetites, impetuous 
Lufts, and head-ftrong Paffions 5 and (which 
is ftill worfe) perverud^ and rendered fubfer- 
yient to Purpofes moft prejudicial to Publick 
Welfar-e. The Avarice and Ambition of fome, 
i^hc Peevifhnefs and Refentfulnefs of others, 
the Lafcivioufnefs and Lufts of ftiil more, 
Itxceting with the like Propenfities in other 
JWen, would foon, if permitted to operate ac- 
|:pr4ii^g to their Natural Tendencies, render 
^ this 
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this World a Scene of Cqnfufion, Diftraaion, 
and Defolation. Many when under the Do- 
minion of his Paflions, has ever been obfer- 
ved to be one of the mpft dangerous, moft de-? 
ftruaive, of Creatures. Even thofe very 
Powers, v/hich, when rightly applied, give 
him a juft Preeirjinence over the whole Ani- 
inal Creation, fcrve only, under fuch a per- 
yerfe Management, to render him more art- 
ful in contriving, and more fuqcefsful in ac- 
complifliing, the moft mifchievous Defigns. 

What is it then which, at prcfmty reftrains 
Mankind from thefe Ravages, this Peftruc- 
tion of each other ? — Thi§ \% an Enquiry, 
about which thofe Perfons are particularly 
concerned to give us fome Satisfaftiqn, who 
imagine they can fufiicicntly provide for the 
Governn^ent of th? Moral World (as fonae of 
their Forefathers pretended to have done with 
Regard to the 'Natural) without taking into 
their Schemes thp Bfelicf of a GOD, and a 
Providence. And a Variety pf Expedients wiHt 
,no Doubt, be affigned for this Purpoft. Qreat 
Strefs will be laid on the Powers of Reafon ; 
greater ftill on the more aftive Principle of 
Benevolence : and mighty Things will by others 
be afcribed to a Senfe of Honour: Whilft 
thofe who give us the piQft difadyantagepixs 

Account? 
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Accounts of Huipan Nature, refer us, for a 
fufficient Security of our Perfons and Proper- 
ties, to the Dread of the Civil Magijirate.*^ 
Let us fee then. What might ordinarily be 
expedted from Any or All of thefe, fhould w« 
be prevailed on to part with (what we have 
been ufed to account the Foundation and Sup^ 
port of each of them) the Fear of GOD. 

Reason, as far as it is a Part of our Nature, 
has already been obfcrved to be a Faculty on-- 
ly ; and mufl, to make it ferve to any good 
Purpofe, be carefully cultivated, and regular- 
ly employed. Give me Leave then for once 
to fuppofe this Faculty to be thus cultivated, 
thus employed, without either fetting out in 
its Enquiries with a Senfe of Religion, or ar- 
riving at the Difcovery in the Progrefs of 
them. And what \vill be the Refult with re- 
gard to Societies ? Why, we are to cxpedt 
many curious Diiquifitions upon the Nature 
of a Syftem ; upon the Proportion which the 
Farts of fuch Syftem bear to the Whole -^ and, 
in fhort, upon the Reafonablenefs, that each 
Member of a Community (hould refer his 
Aims and Purfuits, and even facrifice his Fri^ 
vate Advantage, to the General Good, But, 
to fpcak freely. Whatever may be faid for a 

Member 
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Member of Society's facrificing his^ own Prl^ 
vate Interefts to thofe of the Publick; thia 
mail: (I fappofe) be underftood offutb Privatd 
Interefts only^ as make do Part of his Ultimati 
Happinefs. For Aire it muft ever be extremely 
difficulty if not impoffible, to perfuade any 
Man« at leaft on the Foot of Reaforii to gi?d 
up his own Final Interefts for any Confidera^ 
tion whatfocver. Whereas, without the Sup- 
pofition of a Deity t every Good we ire pof- 
ieiled of may \^c our Ultimate Good; every 
Intereft v^e can forego may prove our Final 
Intereji. What a Damp then muft Atheiftm 
or even Scepticifm^ caft upon all Generous 
Sentiments! How heavily muft all Fubliek 
Defigns proceed, when the Condu<S!ors of* 
them have not in all their thoughts that Be* 
ing^ who alone can, in Cafe o£ prefent Inter-* 
ference^ Bid Self-Lwe and Saciai h finally 
the fame. 

But, in Truth, we need not ftay to enquire^ 
What our Rational Faculties would direA, on 
.the SuppofiticMi before us. If the united Ties 
of Reafon and Religion^ are fo unable to con« 
fine Men poffefled with the Legion o£ difor- 
derly AffeSiionsy as we too often find them^ tft 
be I. How eafily would Men break the Bonds 
of Reafon only in /under I With how littk 

Concern 
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Concern would they cajt aixxxy its Cords from 
tbem i Indeed, Who would in this Cafe think 
it worth while to collect the Didtates^ or to 
hearken to the Voice, of Reafon ? Men that 
Can be contented to ^bave no Hope^ to be with-- 
out GOD in the World, muft have anticipated 
the Infenfibility they expedl for their Final 
Portion; or, howerer, they will, in Courfe^ 
foon abandon the Care of the Rational and * 
deliver themfelves up to a merely Animal Life ^ 
Why ^uld a Man take much fruitlefs Pains^ 
to iwreafe bis Sorrow by increapng his Know^^ 
ledge I or. to cultivate a Faculty, the Improve 
ment of which could at bcft ferve only to ren* 
der him more ingenious in difquieting bimfelf 
in vain f 

The Truth is briefly This. ^ The Faculty 
of Reafon, when regularly confulted and faith^ 
fully followed, will always lead us to the Ac- 
knowledgement of a Deity , and own itfelf to 
be His Gift, ^wbo teacbetb us more tban tbt 
heafis of the Earth, and maketb us noifer than 
the Fowls of Heaven : And when it does this, 
it comes moft ftrongly recommended to our 
Care and Cultivation, our Attention and Re- 
verence* But if either out of Lazinefs Men 
ilep ftiof t of, or out of Vicious Prejudice ex* 

t Epk. IL 12. b Job X}£XV. ii. 

elude. 
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elude, or out of Self-fuffifciency afFcdt an In- 
dependence upon, the great Principles oi Re^ 
ligion : The Diftates of Reafon become un- 
certain and precarious i Reafon lofes its Dig- 
nity, its Authority, and becomes a Faculty 
in every View wholly unaccountable. 

' BENEvoLENCEis indeed a Principle of a 
more aftive Nature, and may perhaps be 
thought capable of fupplying the Deficiencies 
of Reafon with Regard to Social H^ppinefs. 
■i— Not to enter into any Difpute concerning 
the Origin of Benevolent Afie<aion : Let us 
fuppofe it to be as Natural and as UniVerfal^ 
as is fometimes contended. Yet furely we need 
not prove, that Men have ^/i&^r AfFeftions, 
equally Natural and Univerfal, and at leaft 
equally importunate for their refpedtive Gra- 
tifications. And whenfoever the Gratification 
of the former Should interfere with that of 
thefe latter, as it frequently would in Reality^ 
and more frequently in Appearance \ we may 
appeal to Experience to determine for us, 
what the Refult would generally be, were Men 
aftuated by no farther Views, no higher Prin- 
ciple. Or (which I would obfervehere once 
for all) Jhould fome Few be difpofed to hear- 
ken to the jlill fmiill Voice of Nature in Fa- 
vour 



id Cavil &»/«'* , 17 

Voitr bf the Pubiiiie: ^ Tuch ^ Pirpo^tion could 
&rMe only to render its Owners % more eaQr 
l^rey ta the Force i)r Frgud pf gigt infimt.ely 
greater Number. 

How unfriei^dly a DifbeHef of tiie Princi- 
}>}es of Relij^ion; muft be to Publick Spirit> in 
the Accounts of Reqfony ba$ be^ .already Ja^ 
timated : But the lufliience it wo^ld havi? 4^ 
ire^ly aild immedi^tefy on Men's Pu^fuits^ tn4 
their very Tempern would prob?J:)ly be mpcl^ 
inore fo» The ^/w Part pf JVfapkimJ W9ul4 
haturally put thdnifelves undpr the Concjui^; 
of the felfiih and overlK;aring Paf^ons: Whili^ 
ithe inor^ Jidentary woplcj 4el^v9r rfiemfclves 
wp to Gloom ?fld MelancI;>oly* t? Spleea ji.n4 
5ullennefs. And how ill muft every gcncrauf 
AfFedlion thrive in fuch a Soil !-^We arefur^ 
prifed and fhocked at the Ingratitude and In- 
fdcnee of a ^Nabal to his ^eri^fSior applying 
for Relief under tl^e h\)mb|e> ^i »t thf famiQ 
l^me endearing^ Appellatioii of hi« 5^ Z)^- 
iwirf. Rut ill this is fully accosnf cd for; whqg^ 
we read, that he was a Man of B^li^ti ifir 
feo^ble of thfi Obligations^ ^nd ^ Stranger tqr 
the Comforts, of Religion ^ aa4 no wpntjer 
then if deajf allb to all th@ Depstan^s pf Zf|y« 

a Sec Sam. XXV. 

B With 
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With what different Sentimeiits does a 
Seilfe of Religiofd inipire us towards our Fel* 
low-Creatures ! -^ That We bofoe all me Fa^ 
tber: That our Intereils are ahke in the 
Hands of a moft wife, moft gracioBS Being : 
*^What Calmnefs mnft fuch Refledions fpc^ 
to onr Breafts : What Chearfcdnefs maft l^bat 
difiijkie over our Condud towards thofe around 
us! Our gloomy Thoughts, our melancholy 
Apprehenfions, are all now diipelled. Here 
is Room and Encouragement for every gene-^ 
rous Afieftion.. Confcious of being continually 
nnder fuch a Protedion, we are no longer 
anxious about our Private Concerns % we can 
allow thofe of the Publick a juft Share in our 
Regards. ■ None of us livetb to bimfelff and no 
Man dietb unto bimfelf 

HoNoi/R» confidercd ais a Principle of Ac- 
tion, confifts in a Senfe of the Dignity of our 
Nature, and a Refolution at all Hazards ta 
zSt up to it. Aft Habit of Mind, which when 
conducted by Reafon, and fupported by Re- 
figlon, will ever produce excellent Fruits, and 
can hardly be too much encouraged: But 
when it takes, ( as without Religion it ever 
will take) popular and prevailing Notions for 

a Rom. XIV. 7. 

• . the 
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the Standard of what is. agreeable to a Man's 
Dignity or Charaftcr ; this fame Habit of 
Mind become^ a mod capricious^ and thay be 
a mbft hurtful. Principle : Ndr i& there, in 
Fa<ft, any Thing fo ridicUloiis, or fo deftruc- 
live of Publick Order, which bur Men ofHo-^ 
nour will hot cafily be reconciled to the Com* 
miffion of, nay challenge Applaufe for. 36 
precarious will the Morals^ as well as the 
^Faitb, of thcfe Perfons Always be fdtind, 
Hvko receive HonoAr ohe of another, and not the 
Honour that cometh front GOD only. 

And what is here bbferved with Regard to 
Particuldr Perfons, is equally obfervablc of 
Societies. We read of fome Nations, even in 
the Heathen World, of whom many excellent 
Things are related as proceeding from a Prin- 
ciple of Honour and feravery of Mind. But 
upon Enqtiiry, it will appear, that the Bene- 
ficial Eflfedls of this Principle, if not the Pre- 
) valence of the Principle itfelf, always, kept 

pace with the Regard paid to Religion. No 
iboner did any fuch Nation fall into a ^Dijlih 
(J to retain 00 D in their Knowledge, but we 

^i find them prefently given up to a reprobate 

Mind, to do [ri \m\ xfltSifxon-*] Things leaft 



:r 



,f agreeable to, moft unworthy of, their Nature, 

I John V. 44. b Rom. I. ^8. 
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/The Truth is. Religion i&^ds the 9nfy r4^ 
Uqnql Foundation for a Senfeof Ifansur* li 
Man be fuppo^ed^ with R^g^rd to hi$ wbikt 
3eing^ fand fomething like this the Atbeiftg 
if he .thinks at all» muft fuppoie) to cofjfe uft 
likf-a Flower ^ and be cut down again^ like a 
Vegetable to bloffom and flourish for a little 
ySfhile, and then to decay, wither and fink' 
into the Ground from which hp fpruqg: If 
he be fupppfed tp conie into this World by 
Chance ; ta/pjourn in it for a Few Years as in 
a Jirange^ Lani; continually reminded of hi$ 
^efencelefs Condition, and not confcious of 
V^y fuperipr Protedlion; and, after a dul| 
^ound of ObjeAs which himfelf cannot r^l|(h, 
and of Employments which he cannot but de-*' 
fpife, to drop into Nothing as if he ha;d never 
been ! r^ Need \ aik, Wh^t Dignity there is 
ijx fuph a Comp9iition a^ thi^? No c^rtatnly. 
y^c nxuft-be e^cufed frgna expedlifig any great 
^fli(lance tff Morality, any confido'able S*r? 
gices to the Puhlick, from th^ Honour of thofc 
|?erfons,>, yy^hf? own thentfdy;ep t^. hft jof fuch 
^ !l^xtra&ion^ and are able to. give us no betr 
^er AQcou^t, whence, the/ come, or whithi^ 
they are-g^qg ! 

I ' ^ \t. ^ ..•>.. .*. ,"t, 

Civil 
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Civil Government was the lift Expe^ 
dfent above raefttioncd Vor fecufing MftDkind 
dgainft the ill EfFe<a:s of each other's Appe^ 
tites and Paffions ; And an Expedient it un-I- 
doubtedly is moft beneficial, indeed in Man's 
prcfent State abfoiutely neceffary, for thaf 
, Purpofe. But it is as certainj that Civil Gd- 
vernment ^^/le^iay^ has callfcd in the Affiftanca. 
of Religion ; and i» the Natuie of Things 7iA 
*pays muft do fo. 

I ihfift not htere 6n the Atheift's giving US' 
d fatisfadory Account of the Pirji Formafhi^ 
of Cif il Societies $ ot on his ciearing up thcr 
ma^ 3ttpJ)ofitione Ite inoft make previcJiifl^ 
to that of any Conftitution of Government nt 
all. Let us fuppofe vrith him (without being 
too fcfupnloufly ihquiittive after the Timei 
MlCft) Manner, Motives, 8cc) that 4 gretri^ 
Mdj&rity^ as the Governed in every Society 
Hluft b©, flot infJftifig on their natural Equet^ 
fityj have agreed to fiibje^l thenifelves to Onif^ 
OT at nfioft A Fewy of their Brethren. —IVS 
j[lk then, <« What Aall fecijre> to the Grdvtrini^ 
edj the Beneficial Exercife of thfe Power the^ 
\iw% conveyed ; and, to the OrBermiirsj, the 
Fifttiiiefs dnd Continuance of the CohVciyi^ 
ftfli^e f ?^i^Wh« ihiai engage ^efiifetai M^n^ 
. : - B 3 bers 
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hers of the Community to contribute their 
rcfpcdtiyc Shares to the Fublick WealV — ^— 
^pd, in fhort, " What (hall render Govcm-t 
ment, in every Refpedt, a rtal and general 
Blefling?'* 

We havp feen, how infufficient the Faculty 
Off Reafon, and the Principles of Benevolencq 
or Honour, will always, of tbmfeheu be in 
particular Ferfqns, to withftand the Force of 
Appetite and Paflion : And, we may well 
fuppofe, the Addition of Power yf'iW hardly 
dxminifh the Force of thpfe Appetites and 
faffiops/ which it gives an Opportunity of 
Gratifying. Exaltation and Dominion have 
been always pbferved to be of an intoxicating. 
Nature. And tho' Government, under the 
inoft difadvantagepus CircumftaneP?^ may feem 
prefpfable tq Anarchy s yet Governours con- 
fcious of being armed with Power, and not 
qonfciqu§ of any Superior Being, from whom 
they derive, and to vvhona they are account- 
able for it, mighf render a Nation fufficiently 
miferable : Nor is (here much Room to hope, 
that Tl^ey y^hgjear not GOD >vould, in fuch 
^ Situation^ regard Man. 

Let us, however, fuppofe the Governing 
Part of the Society, from whatever Principle;^. 
Jicartily difpofcd to promote; it§ .Welfare. ^ud 

Profperity: 
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Profperity ; Yet, how fhall they be fecure of 
hdifLg/upported in their Authority? Or, with- 
out fuch Security, how fhall they proceed yvi^ 
a proper Vigour in accomplifliing the Good 
Ends of it ? -^ If a Nun^bcr pf Men be fup-^ 
pofed to have devolved £> niuch Po^er, upon 
One or a Few of their Equals, as is requiiite. 

for their Prote<flion, and the Promotion pf 

« 

their Interefts : We need not doubt but they 
will think themfelves at Liberty at leaft to 
refume that Power, whenfoever they do not, 
or (which will be a much more common Cafe) 
whenibever they imagine they do not, reap the 
Advantages expedted from it. And, whilft, 
every little Difappointment, every trivial Grie- 
vance, every wanton Defire of Change, (hall,, 
by thofe who will be at oijcc Parties and 
Judges in this Cafe, be improved into a fuffi-^ 
cient Reafon for Infurredtion and Rebellion : 
How precarious muft be the Tenure by which 
(iny Prince can hold his Authority! How 
nx>eak the Hands of a Good Prince in exerting 
it to any Beneficial Purpofe ! How vain muft 
it be to elcpsdt, that thofe Perfone, who/ear 
not GOD, fhould, on any fteady Principle, 
honour the King f 

But fuppofing the Relative Obligations pf 
Governours and Governed regularly adjui|ed, 

and 
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and all the $ecurity given of a miJtual Con- 
currence for the PuhHck Good, that can vtt\\ 
be imagined; Still it remains to be confider-^ 
cia, " Hd^*: the GmJ Ends of Government it-r 
fclf fliall be purjkdd and acc^mplvfhedt I wduld 
cto this Octafion particularly fpecify Twb of 
ikytit Etidb y-^Thkt of Dmrminhg Dtfereri-- 
ispi which ftiall aHfe about Properiy j -^ and 
Xhat hf Guarding the Members pf the Com^ 
mtmity againft mutual Invafians, by praperJ^ 
applying P^Hai Sanclkhs. /New the Pifpch-*- 
ibrs of Jaftice mnfk in many, if not dU Cafet 
^ both Kind^ detertnine tipon fdch Evidence 
ab can be had only from the TdWmtmy of 
Others : And yet, what Security can they 
have of the Vfcracity of fuch Tcftim<May,' but 
upon a Prefumption that the Perfofl^ \vhQ 
give it are under. the Awe of ^ Being, Ji^m 
wAvm no Secrets are hid ? Without this Pre* 
funiption. Courts of Judicature cannot lake 
one Step with any Satisfaftibn or AffUrajice ^. 
An Oath can give no Security, can have nob 
Scnfe in it i and all Judicial Prpc^fles muft 
becdmcf idle Pomp, and [Frifling^' with So? 



Add to all this, that many Prafticepi. of ^, 
Tendency vfefy prejudicial tb Publick Welfare^ 
9it yet <^*d[bch a NaJture^ 99 $x|>ofes. th^ pot 

to 
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\o the Ccnfuf c of Himiftn Laws : The great- 
eft Crimes may oftep be tranfaifted fo fecretly 
as to ef(fape the Knowledge : and the greateft, 
^ CHmifials m^y fon^etlbies be fo Numerous, or 
fo powerful^ a$ to dej)^ the Refenment^ of the 
Magiftrate. — Id dU thefe Cafes^ an4 mapy 
otherSi Civil Government muft ever be un^: 
able to puntfli,. and therefore alfq iftfufficient 
to reftr^in. 

In fhdttji without Rtligim^ it is hard t& 
fay what Foundation there could be for any 
fuch tt^utual Confident aitiofig Men, as is ne- 
ceffary to the Support of GoVemment, the 
veiy Being of Society. Without fuppofihg 
each other under the Influence of this Prin- 
ciplei every Man might too juftly be in per- 
petual Fear of every other, who fliould be 
either fti-onger or more fubtle than himfelf j 
fd long as the one could think himftlf poffeff- 
^ of any Thihg, which the other might 
^irik it worth while to invkdfe i or fb long a^ 
the other cQuld be fuppofed to hav-e either 
Luft of Appetifej Revenge or even Wantori- 
liefs, to be gratified by infefting him. The 
Apprehenfion that * every One, who Jhould 
meet him would Jlay him, muft in this State of 
^hinga fee the iftelancholy Portion of every 

»Gcn. IV. 14. 

Son 



a6 Impertance of Religion 

Son of Adam ; and all Mankind might join 
in the Complaint, ^^- My Punijhment is great-t 
er than I can bear / " 

But >tbe Lord is King, the Earth may be 
glad thereof! — When yft take into our Ac- 
count the General Acknowledgment of a Goi^, 
a I^rovidence, a Future State; the Face of 
the Moral World is changed:. Society be- 
comes pradicable, and Government a Blefling: 
Where Religious Principles prevail, good 
Kings may reign with Security to themfelveSj^ 
and Benefit to their People. Subordinate Ma- 
giftrates will know themfelves to be under 
the ftrongeft Obligation, the moft powerful 
Engagement, to decree Ju/iice: And may pro- 
ceed in doing fo with Chearfuln^fs, whilft 
thofe who give them Information, or Evi- 
dence, or Verdidt, are prefumed to give it in 
TCruth and Righteoufnefs^ as feeing Him who is 
invifible. The Peaceable and Inoffeniive Sub- 
jedt will have all the Security with Regard to 
his Perfon and Property, that either a Senfc 
of an Almighty Protedlion in his own Breaftj^ 
or the fuppofed Awe of an Almighty Ven- 
geance in the Brcafts of other Men, can pof- 
fibly give him. Whilft thofe who are difpor 
fed to be contentious and injurious^ mu^» to 

aV.13. bWalXCVII.i. 



come 



to Givil Societies. ij 

6om€ at the Properties of others, break loof^ 
from all the Ties of Interejl as well as Con-^ 
Jcience : They muft, by giving Difturbance to 
Society, cxpofe themfelves not only to the. 
Wrath of the Nlagiftrate, but to a more in- 
evitable, more dreadful. Indignation: They, 
muft give up their own moft valuable InteT 
refts, before they can allow themfelves to in- 
vade thofe of other Men ; and become in the 
ftrideft Sepfe Fools in order to be Knaves. 

Upon the Whole ; The Remedies we have 
been confidering are certainly, in Conjunction 
with the Fear of God, of no fmall Benefit 
to Sqcieties* But, fhould we once fet afide 
the Supports and Enforcements of Religion, 
we fhould foon experience the Infufficiency of 
all other Prefervatives of Publick Order and 
Happinefs; and find Reafon to lament our 
having parted with the only efFedtual Re- 
ftraint upon thofe Lujis and Paflions, from 
whence come Wars and Fightings^ Cot^Jion 
and every evil Work. ■ 

A Reftraint of univerfal Etteat, and only 
not irrefiftible Efficacy : the Influence where- 
of reaches to every Relation, every Office of 
life ; which, like the great Objeft of it, is 
fhout cur Bed and aJkout our Path ^ which 

follows 
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f<5llolvs us into the clofcft Receflcs^ and meets 
fis in every Thought : . A Reftraint, to the 
Powcrfulncfs of which the Libertine and the . 
Atheifi loudly bear TeftinaOny ; the Former^ 
by making it his avowed Quarrel with Reli- 
gion, and the Latter, his boafted Triumph 
upon a pretended Conqueft oVer it : Bat a 
Reftraint, to which We muft have Leave to 
^lory in ot^r prQpJ[ed Subje^ion i as well knoivr 
ing, that it debars us of fiO Liberty tilt fuch 
as is deftruftive pf Publick as well as Private 
Happinefs ^ that it maintains the juft Autho- 
rity of thofe Parts only (both in the Political 
Syftem without us, and the Mo^ral one within 
us) which are fitted to govern ; and requires 
the Suberdination of thofe only which arft 
fitted to obey: And a Reftraint therefore^ 
which We cohfider not as the Invadfer, but fts 
the Guardiini of both Sqciil and Perfonal 
Freedom, 

After alj, I muft riot diflfenible a material 
Exfception to what his been offered, — The 
EffeSis of a Religious Principle will, in Courfc, 
depend much on the Notions Men fentirtain 
concerning the ObjeSi of it. Thus^ if the Na-t 
ture of the Deity be uncertain, or his Will 
tihknown, a Morality confifting in dn Imitir- 
tiori of That J|f ature, Aad an Obedience Ux 

That 
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^hat WiU, niuft become imperfeAasul prot- 
carious in Proportioa. fiut, fliould the Deity 
ha ooncciir«ii to he a capricious ^nd weak 
Being, itiuch morei , an J&xamplc and Patron 
pf Treachery, Pebauchery, Cruelty, &c; 
fiich a corrupt Re/igtsn^ (tho* in ibme Refpefts 
preferable to * iz^ Religion at all J muft havfi 
an Influence but little favourable to the Moe* 
rals of its Proieflbrsj or the Interefts of So*- 
ciety. . 

How far the Religion of the Oentile World 
18 ^BPe^ed by. this Exception^ thole aniong 
ourfelves who appear folicitous to reduce Us 
to it, might do well to confidpf. In the 
ipean Time (Blefled be God I ) We Cbrifiiam 
are prepared to give a full Anfwcr to it. And 
for this Purpofe I proceed to reprefent to yoiu# 

It. Sfcondly^ The Excellency of Revealed 
Religion in particular, for Securing and 
Prortioting National Virtue '?^ Happi^* 
|iefs. 

Not that I here prefunae tp dp Juftice to a 
Sjibjecl fo extenfive ; nor will any laboure4 
ifluftrittion of it, I hope, be thpu^t neceffary^ 
Only, in reference, to the foregoing Suggef- 
tipn,. I cannot but obferve, that our Holy 

• See HooktT*s Eccl. Polity 8.5.$.!. 
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Religion conftantly fets forth the Gob vrhoni 
Vftfeur at once in the moft Amiable 9 and the 
moft AwfuU Light : — In His own Naturcf, 
as. a pure ^Spirit 9 ** every where prefcnt, hav- 
ing ^ all Tbihgs naked and open to His View 1 
* Glorious in Holihefsy infinitely removed from 
all Iraperfe(5tion, all Poflibility of being fo 
much as • tempted with Evil: -^ In thd Exer* 
cife of His Power, as ' Gracious and Merciful^ 
Jhw to Anger 9 and of great Kindnefs ; yet as 
^by no Means willing to dear the Guilty : — In 
His Providence over States add Kingdoms, as 
making their Profperity or Adverfity more vi^ 
fibly corrcfpohd with their Piety or Impiety : 
— And towards all Marikirid in their Private 
Capacity, as having ^ appointed a Day, ' in 
which He will judge the World in RighteoUp- 
nefs: a Day, in which He will completely 
redliify all the feeraiiig Iri'egularities in His 
pfeffertt Diftribiltidns 5 afid ^render to every 
Man his Final Allotment, of Everlajling Hap- 
pinefs or Eternal Mifery, according to bis 
Deeds. — ^The Truth is. Every Reafon ilrfcady 
given for the Importance of Religion in gene-^ 
ral to Societies^ has been an Anticipation of 

. a Joh.IY. 24, b Pfel. CXXXIX, I— 12* c Hcb. 

IV.13. d Exod. XV. II. e Jam. 1. 13. f Joel II. 
13. g Exod.XXXIV.7. h Aa8XVII.3i. i Roin.11.6. 
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the Proof of the ExceUeney of That Religion^ 
which alone^ with any Certainty^ rcprcfents 
Its adorable Objedt as uniformly and un-* 
changeably Holy^ and Juji^ and Good. 

And as Revelation has furniihed us with 
fuch Excellent Accounts of the Divine Na-* 
ture, fo has it made us^ not lefs ufefuUy, ac-* 
quainted with our own. That the Principles 
of our Compofition are at Variance with each 
other, has been already fuppofed, and is too 
manifeft from Experience: But in the f acred 
Writings alone we read the firft Occafion of 
this * War between the Law in our Members 
and the Law of our Minds \ which the Natu^^ 
ral Man could no more account for, than he 
could deliver bimfelffrom it. And as we here 
learn the true Source, fo here we are diredted 
to the proper Cure, of our Degeneracy. Here 
every Part of our Nature that deferves to be 
ftrengthened, receives Affiftance, Diredtion, 
and Encouragement; at the fame Time that 
every corrupt and pernicious Tendency is 
brought under all the Difcipline and Reftraint, 
that can be proper for, or indeed confiftent 
with, our Rational Nature. 

Is Reafon a Faculty fitted to contribute any 
Thing tow^ds National Virtue and Happi- 

a Rpm.VH. ^l%^^^ 
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fiefs? 6ut where dp wd find the Native Pi^'iL 
eminenfei the Divine Original^ of this Fa« 
cuky fo fuU)» difeoveired ? Where its Views (e 
enlarged ? where its genuine Oi<^ates recom-^ 
ttiended by fo high an Authority, or enforced 
by fueh powerful San6tion«, as in the Reve- 
lation voiichfafed us of His Will, ^ who is 
greater than our Hearty artdknoweth aUThingsf 
— Is Benevolence a I^rineiple in any Dcgreti 
beneficial to Civil Societies ? Let the Deift 
tell lis. Where evety Affe<9:ion of the Oene-^ 
rous Kind is fo defcribed in its Properties, fo 
exalted in its Principle, fo extended in its In- 
fluence, fo incited by ExampleSi fo animated 
by Rewards, as in that Holy Cofnmandmenf^ 
that Divine Inftitution, ^ the End of which is 
Charity*"^ Is a Senfe of Nonour prdduftive of 
any Good Effe^s to the Publick? .The famd 
Revelation ^'prefents us with the moft rational 
Foundation for this Principle^ the only fafis- 
fadtory Account of the Original Dignity of our 
Nature : And, when that Dignity was in 
great Meafure loft, here, and here only^ weJ 
learn, what extraordinary Methods have been^ 
and ftill are, taken by every Perfbn in the 
Ever-Blelfed T^rinity^ for advancing each Ptirt 
of otir Compofition to yet greater Dignity than 

a I Joh. III. 20. b 1 Tim, I. 5. c Gen. I. 26, 27. 
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that from which we fclL — And laftly. Is 
Civil Government an Expedient neceffary to 
prcferve the Order and Happiriefs of Mjui- 
kind? But ne^er was its Origin explained i 
never its Powers guarded from Abufe on one 
Hand# and from Infult on the other \ nevet 
its fevcral Good Ends provided for, in fo fum- 
mary, io certain, and fo authoritative a Way^ 
as by Revelation : which informs us, without 
any tedious Deduction, that ^the Powers that 
be are whined of GOD ; that Rulers arc t6e 
Mincers of GOD for Good; and that We 
mu/i needs be fubjeSi to them, not only for 
Wrath but alfo. for Confcience Sake^ 

But ftill more eminently does the Excel- 
lency of our Religion^ and its Ufefulnefs to 
Societies, difplay itfelft in removing the chief 
Caufe of Social as well as Perfonal Diforder : 
not by an idle Attempt to extirpate our Af- 
fedtionSi but by firft purifying and exalting 
them, and then placing before them Objects 
iiioft worthy of their Purfuit. — Are Societies 
difturbed, and the Foundations of the Political 
World put out of Courfe, by Men's intruding 
into the Province, and impertinently cenfu- 
ring the Condudt, of their Superiors ? Chrif- 
tianity calls home Men's nufapplied Concern, 

a Rom. XIII. 1^49 5. 
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bidding them * Study to be ^uiet and to da tbeht 
own Bufinefs.^^Atc Men's Endeavours for the 
Benefit of Others and the Service of the Pub- 
lick, checked and reftraincd by art Attention 
to private Intereft ? Chriftianity alone has ef- 
fciftually, and againft all Cafualties, reconci^ 
led theft interfering Tendencies : It has pla- 
ced our Kindnefs to others at once oa the 
moft Generous and moft Rational Foundation; 
teaching us to defire no prefent Returns for 
our Good Offices, yet affuring us of an abun- 
dant Recompenee at the ReJurreSlion of the Juji. 

Are Revengefulnefs and Litigioufnefs pro- 

dudtive of any Ills to Societies ? This Wijdom 
which is from above is firfi Pure, then Peace-- 
ablex gentle and eafy tcf be intreated: It baniflies 
that Love of the World and that Pride of Life f 
which make our Competitions degenerate in- 
to tiuarrels ; which give Kcenneis to our Re*- 
fentments, and Cpntinuanice to our Enmity r 
It forbids not a due Care for our Temporal 
Jnterefts, nor debars us of any fair Methada 
of recovering them when invaded : Buti bjr 
extending our Profpcft into a for better Coun^ 
try, and engaging our Mopes and our Heatts^ 
upon the Treafures of that Place, It fcvce 
kaves Room for a Temptation /^y^ii/ out leith 

a I'Hieff.IV.ii. 
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9fir Brethren by the fT^i to tnttt into Pkhj 
great Warmth^ or to cheriifa My kfting H^ 
tr6d, on tb« Account of any Thing in this 
World. 

From fuch an Inftituticn what Afliflanc« 
and Encdtragement muft not Morality re-* 
teive i how friendly muik it nbeds be^ in its 
Natural Tendency^ to the Interest of Civil 
Societies ? What could a Lover of Mankind 
tldore ardently wifh for> than that fuch a Re« 
ligion (hould be every virherc received, every 
where obeyed ? -^^ But I hafteci to feggcft to 
Vou, 

111. T&irtlfy and Lajfy, Some of thofe In/e-- 
rences v^hich feem naturally to rcfult from 
the foregoing Confidcrations. And 

Firfif From what has be^i faid it is o1>- 
t^ious to infer> th^ Magifirafes and All that 
are intruded with the Care of Publxck Ordci 
and Happinefs are, /cr that very EnJ, highly 
ccAcerned to fupport and encourage ReUgzon. 

And here, by Religion I underftand, not 
only the internal Belief of a God and a Pro*-- 
vidence, tog^theif with fuch Affedions of Ldye^ 
Reverence, Truft, &c, as that Belief tend^ 
mayoralty to produce; but alfd thofe outward 
EsprdTiOBS of Both in Afts of Social Wor« 

C 2 ihip. 
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fliip, by which I will prefume a Society osf 
Reafonable Creatures, fenfiblei of many com$no^ 
Wants to be fupplied, many common Calami-^ 
ties to be averted^ many common Benefits to 
be acknowledged, would Conclude it neccf- 
fary to apply to iheir common Creator and Go^ 
vernour. That- Religion in the former Sdnfe,^ 
howeveF it may be in its Principk a Perfonal 
Matter^ will ever in its EffeSls greatly affect 
Societies^ ^ has already appeared. But I would 
here obferve farther, that even Perfonal Reli- 
gion never did, never will, generally or con- 
fiderably prevail, where fome Publick Profef^ 
Jion of it is not regularly kept up \ where the 
Members of a Coriiriiunity are not frequently 
called together to recognize the Authority of 
the Supreme Being, and to confirm their aw- 
ful Senfe of Hrs Power, Majefty, and Good- 
nefe, by devout Exfreffiom of it : Nor indeed 
can diere well be a Foundation for mutual 
^ru/i and Confidence among the Members of a 
Society, without fome vi/Sile Worfhip of Al- 
mighty God ; by attending whereupon They 
may give each other SatisfaSiion of their be-" 
ing under the Influence of the fame common 
Principle. — In fhort. Both the Internal Prin-^ 
xiple and the External Profeffion of ReligioA 
are necefilary, not only as Branches of oar 

Duty 
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Duty.toCJoD, but to fecure the Natural Good, 
Pnds of Religion to Civil Societies. For the 
Promotion and Support of Each, therefore, 
every prudent as well as pious Magiftracy will 
think itfelf concerned to mafee a competent 
Provifion. 

I muft not ftop here. It has been dready 
intimated, how much the Morals of a People 
9iay and muft fufFer froni a corrupt Religion, 
from unworthy Notipns or impure Worfhip 
pf the Deity. Every Reafon, therefore, which 
pan be given for the Magiftrate's fupporting 
and encouraging jiny Religion, will plead for 
Jjis diftingui{he4 Favour to fupb a Religion, 
and fucb only^ as is^ in its Reprefcntations of 
the Divine Being, and of the Methods of ap- 
plying to Him, Pure and Holy; and in its 
Precepts and General Tendency at once Be- 
oeficial to the Social and Perfbnal Interefts of 
Mankind, How fully the Chrijiian Religion 
f:omes recommended to Favour under Each of 
thefe Charadters, evpn feparately from that far 
iiiperiour Title to Reverence which its Divine 
Original gives it, I need not now ftay to il- 
}uftrate. Let me only add. That if among 
the feveral Denominations of Chriftians there 
be One^ which has preferved the due Medium 
f— in its Difcipliney between Tyranny and 

C 3 Perfecution 
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Perfecutjon on one Hand, and Licentioufnef^ 
end Anarchy on the other -, — in its Do^rines, 
between fuch Claims of Infallibility as pre^ 
elude all private Judgment, and fuch Latitude 
as would render a Revelation infignificant fop 
the Purpofe of ^ Rule of Faith ; -^ in its 
Worjbip^ between fuperftitious and idolatrous 
Pomp, and a Negleft of Decency and Order : 
r^If in \t% profej/ed Principles it be beft fitte4 
to promote publick Peace and Happinefs, and 
in its external Polity beft adapted to the Form 
of the Civil Conftitution : — and if, over and 
above all thefe, it be in other ReJ^eSfs moft 
comformable to the Original Standard, and tq 
the Ufages of the Beft and Purcft Ages o^ 
Chriftis^nity : Such a Society of Chriftians (we 
truft) will ever recommend itfelf to a Wifq 
and Religious Priijce, as worthy of His Firji 
and always His Chief Care. And we acknow- 
ledge it with humble Gratitude to Almighty 
iGoD, and with all due Thankfulnefs to thof?J 
whom He hath fet over us, that We of the 
Church of England can with Pleafure make 
the Application. — But 

Secondly^ We may farther infer, that all 
Attempts to remove the influences of Religiony 
or to fet Men loofe from a Senfe of its facred 
Obligations, may be confidered as fo many 

Attempt^ 
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Attempts againft Publick Order and Happi* 
nefs, and be juftly fefented as fuch by the 
Guardians of it. 

I would not here be underftopd as deiiring 
by this Inference to fubjedt all thofe to the 
Magiftratc's Refentment^ who niay ijot, by the 
foregoing one, be rccomnmended to his efpeciat 
Favour. The Subjc6l before us leads me not 
to confider the Cafe of a conscientious Separ^ 
ration from the Communiqn favoured by Pub-^ 
lick Wifdom \ nor yet of fuch an Opfofition 
to the Terms pf that Communion, as is con- 
^ftcnt with 'Publick Peacey and the inviolable 
Jlegard due to Religion in general, and to fo 
^^ceflent ^ Religion as the Chrijiian in parti- 
cular. Thus njuch indeed is certain; that a 
wife Government, jealous of all Advances to^ 
wards Irreligion^ >yill ever have a watchful 
Eye upoh all fuch Difputes as, either on Ac* 
count of the Matters debated, or the Manner 
of debating them, appear tp have aTepdency 
fhat Way\ The Cafe, hovvever, which I 
have principally in Vicvv, is that pf Oppofi- 
tion, not to particular Forms of Church- 
Communion or Eftablifliments, under the Ac- 
knowledgement pf the fame Divine Revela^ 
tion; but to tf// Church-Communipn, all Ef- 
tabliftiments, all Revealed Religion ; and yet 

more 
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more cfpccially, that of Attempting to rob a 
Nation of ^1 Scnfe oi any Religion, or (which 
amounts to the fame Thing) to deprive them 
of a Religion, the good EfFeds of which they 
have long experienced, without leavihg them 
any determinate one to fupply its Place, This 
is an Attempt diredly and immediately ,2S^&-' 
ing the Publick Welfare, and incapable of 
Alleviation from any Plea either of Confcience 
or Charity: And is an Attempt therefore, 
againft which every Government is concerned 
to cxprefs a ^perfeSi Hatred^ and to count the 
Authors (what indeed they are) its own worft 
Enemies. 

The Refcnfment here pleaded for will (no 
Douht) be called Perfecution^ by thofe who 
are forward to defcrvc, but unwilling to fufr 
fer, it. Let it however be called Perfecutioa 
for Unrigbteaufnefs^ for Blafpbemy^ for avow-^ 
cd Atheifm ; And for Jucb Perfecution, (if a 
Defence of every Thing facred muft htfo calh 
tdj no Good Man need be afhamed to plea4- 
No Man complains of the Execution of the 
Law? againft Robbers, Perjured Perfons, Murr 
derers, &c. And, " Whether X^ey who break 
one of thefe Commandments^ or T[bey wbo teach 
M^n fo -r ?v|xo remove from them the only 

a Pial. CXXXIX. zz. 
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cffedual Reftraint from the Worft of Villa- 
nies, by inftrufting them to be under no Ap- 
prehenfioh pf Guilty nor in Cafes of Secrecy of 
any After-Punijhment -rr arc more heipoufly 
c^riminal in themfelveS, or more extenfively in- 
jurious to the Publick," can furcly be no dif- 
ficult Matter to determine, r— But 

^'bjrdljtf I beg Leave to infer, that tfiofe 
PerfanSi who have voluntarily dedicated them- 
felves to the Office of explaining and inculca- 
ting the great Principles of Religion, and have 
devoted their Time and their Labours to a con-- 
tinual Attendance on this Servife, may reafpn- 
ably expert to be confiderc^d, regarded, and fup- 
portpd, as ufeful Member? of the Community* 

Men may declaim plaufibly upon the Self- 
Sufficiency of that Reafon which h common 
to All : It may be faid, th^t ^e podrines and 
Puties gf Natural Religion* and, in a Coun- 
try where the Scriptures are in every Body's 
Hands^ thofe of Revealed Religion alfo, muil 
be clearly difcoverablp by Reafon* And this 
Kind of Flattery will always be moft greedily 
fwallowed by thofe who are leaft entitled to 
|t. But (to confider this Matter impartially) 
by What Reafon are thefe Things h clearly 
difcoverable ? Not furely by the Reafon of 
Qbildren^ cither in Age or in Underjiandin^ : 

But 
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But by Rcafon regularly cultivated, faithfully 
Confulted, and as faithfully followed. And, of 
how fmall a Part of Mankind fuch Reafon as^ 
This will ordinarily be the Portion, let Expe- 
rience determine. — In Faft, Information and 
Jnftruftion are neceflary to give Mankind in 
general a proper Acquaintance with tliofe 
Truths, which are of the utmoft Confequence 
to them. And, even after the good Seed of the 
Word isfowriy and has taken Root ; the Cares 
of this Worlds the numerous Concerns, about 
which the greateft Part of Mankind ever have 
fufFered, ever will fufFer, their Time and their 
Thoughts to be almoft wholly engaged, would 
loon choak it^ and render it unfruitful i were 
not the fame watchful Care employed in a con- 
tinual Cultivation of it. To fpeak fredy ; that 
a confiderable Part of our Species does not de- 
generate into Barbarians aqd Savages, is in 
great Meafure owing to forne fuch Stated Re- 
turns of Attendance on the Publick Worfhip 
of Almighty God, and of Hearing Hi§ Word 
explained and enforced, as we of this Natioit 
(happy, if we could but be made fenfible of 
our Happinefs ! ) enjoy. By the Labours of 4 
fanding Order of Preachers^ (a Privilege un-^- 
known to the Gentile World) the Bread from 
Heaven falls y as it wttt^^amon^ our Tents ^ even 

round 
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round about our Habitation. And, if we take 
into the Account, the more familiar Methods 
of inftruifting the Young and Ignorant, advi- 
fing the Diffident, reproving the Froward, en- 
couraging the Well-diipofed 5 fpeaking Satis- 
fadtion to the Scrupulous, Relief to the Def- 
ponding, and Peace to the Departing, Soul — 
Thefc arc Offices, which (it is hoped) will 
not fail to conciliate the Friendfhip of every 
Lover of Mankind, to an Order of Menfo ufe- 
fully employed ; if not on Account of their Di- 
vine Inftitution, at leaft ybr their Work's Sake. 
There is one Confideration farther, which 
J take Leave to mention under this Article, 
and at this Time. -^ We have heard much of 
late of the Spreading qf Popery in this King- 
dom ; and it is a Report, which cannot be re- 
ceived without Concern by any Lover of his 
Country or his Holy Religion. But to what 
can this Appearance be more probably afcri- 
bed, than to thofe Sufpicions and Jcaloufies, 
which the more unlearned Part of the Laity- 
have been taught to entertain for their proper 
Paftors, the Parochial Clergy? He muft be a 
Stranger among us', who knows not^ what ex- 
travagant Writings have of late Years been 
pablilhed, and with what Affidaiity they have 
^een diiperfed ; reproaching nQt only fome 
' " ' Scandals 
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Scandals to the Order, bi|t the fFbote Order 
in general I as mercenary and defigningi a$ 
^ming at Nothing but Dominion and Wealth, 
^nd as proCecuting an Intersil pot only diftind);. 
fjrom, but oppofite to, that of the reft of 
Mankind. As to the Jujinefs of thefe General 
^d Undiftinguiftiing Accufations, tiie Worl4 
ipuft judge between us. But, methinks^ Par 
triots fo watchful fhould confider, when by 
fjich repeated Inyedives the People are worked 
up into a Diflike and Hatred of thofe, to whom 
not only the Laiys of C»rist^ bi;t the Laws 
of the L^pdf dirndl them to apply in Cafes of 
Doubt and Difficulty ; how almoft unavoid- 
ably They muft either throw off ill Regarc} 
for Religion^ or fall an eafy and willing Prey 
to Thofe, who lie in wait to deceive : X^ jhof? 
bold Undertakers efpccially, who are always 
at hand, ready p offer them a fafe ConduSl^ 
and to recommend their own delufive At- 
tempts with an Appearance of great Di/inff-r 
rejlednefs^ and extraordinary Sandtity, What 
Numbers, efpecially among the unlearned and 
unjiable^ have been in this Manner reconciled 
to the Romijh Communion, it is not perhaps 
cafy to fay. But thus much, I prefume, we 
may coUedl (if any Thing can be coUedted) 
ffom the Experience of paft Times — That, 

if 
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if ever Popery is effeftually kept out of thig 
Kingdom, this muft be done, not by Throwing 
down the Fences of our prefcnt happy Efta-^ 
blifhment, nor by alienating the Affedions of 
the People from thofe, who are appointed to 
guard them from Delufion ; (Methods which 
muft ever give the Romanijis^ as indeed they 
ever have given them, the Advantages they 
tnoft wi(h for againft us 5) but by a fteady 
Adherence to that Ecclefiajiical Conftitution^ 
l^hich has always been the Glory^ and has on 
many Occafions proved itfclf to be the fi«A 
warki of the Reformafi&n. 

In (hort; If the Interefts of Societies be at 
dl concerned in the Pfevalence of Religion in 
general, or the Happincfs of This Nation in that 
of Reformed Religion in particular 1 it is as cer* 
tain, that the Credit and beneficial EfFcias of 
both thcfc are clofely connefted with the Re- 
putation and Inflnence of the Perfons^ that are 
appointed to Teach them. A Con£kieration> 
which muft ever plead for a fuitable Regard 
and Support to thofc Teachers ; as it i« un* 
doubtedly a moft powerful Engagement upon 
Perlbns, ifi a Situation of fo great Confe* 
quence, fo ^Take Heed unto tbemfehes.'^BxkX 
to return : 

a I Tim. IV. 16. 
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The Inference before us is maniibftly ^x-* 
tended^ in the Reafon of it, to Places Stt apart 
for draining up the Youth and Growing Hopes 
of the Nation in the ufcfuU the necefiaryi Prin- 
ciples of Virtue and Religion. This indeed 
feems on all Hands fo well underftood, as to 
need no Illuftration. The Reproaches of them 
that reproach our excellent Religion conftantl j 
fall on Thefe Societies, fo happily fofnaed for 
making early and fuccefsful Impreffions in Fa^ 
vour of it : And as They are honoured with the 
fame Enemies, fo (Bleffed be God) They can 
boaft the fame Friends. The Protedtion with 
which we are favoured with Regard to our 
Ancient Privileges^ and the Encouragement 
given to our Publick Worksy are fuch Honour*^ 
able Teftimonies in our Favour, as we ac-» 
knowledge in Jill Places with All 'Thdnkfulnefs^ 
— May Thefe illuftrious Seminaries alwa}rt 
enjoy the Fricndihip of the Piiblick ! as, I 
truft. They will ever continue to dcferve it, by 
making the Cultivation of Learning and Loy-* 
alty, of Honour and Virtue^ and (for the &kc 
of every Thing amiable and praife- worthy) of 
the Fear of GOD, their conftant Care. 

Laflfys and to conclude : Let us All, as we 
would approve ourfclves not only faithful Ser* 
vants of GOD y but hearty Friends to our Coun^ 

try. 
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try^ givf all X^Uigence^ firft to fix in wr qw« 
Mindf , ajid then, as our Stations and Influence 
ihaU enable us* to propagate in the Minds of 
others^ a juft Senfe of the Truth as well as 
Importance of our moit holy Religion^ 

Hitherto You have heard our Religion re- 
commended as of Inaportance to the Order 
^d Happinefs of Cvoil Societies : And we hope, 
in tJbis View> It appears entitled to Protedlion 
and Patronage from jill that are in Authority. 
But X muft not conclude without obfervingt 
that we can go much farther in our Recom- 
mendation of It. We folicit not the Favour of 
the Great, or the Proteftion of the Powerful, 
from any Difiruji of our Caufe. The Advocates 
for our Faith have produced many convincing 
Froofsj I doubt not to call them, Dempnjira-- 
tionSf of Its Truth and Certainty — Such De- 
monftrations as the Nature of the Subjedt will 
^dmit of, and fuch as are incomparably fupc- 
riour to thofe we fcrupie not to reafon and a<a: 
upon in any other Part of Condu(a:. And, i£ 
our Religion be jfrw^, (as moft unqueftionably 
it i^) we are infinitely concerned to remember, 
that the Confcquences of our Receiving and 
Obeying it, hotv important foever they miay 
be to u« in our Sodal Capacity, are, with re- 
gard to our Perfonal Capacity, inconceivably 

more 
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more (b : They will follow us into that Worldi 
where Civil Societies fhall have no Being i 
and will determine our Coiidition in a States 
Bndlefs and Unchangeable. 

May we all then, from a rational Conviftion 
of the Truthp and a conftant Senfe of the Ob- 
ligations, of our Holy Religion, carefully and 
confcientioufly difcharge our rdfpedbive Duties 
in our feveral Stations^ as to the. LORD ^ and 
not to Men. -^ So fhall the Work of our Coun-* 
try pf^ojper in our Hands^ and we (hall derive 
upon it the * Blejfednefs of a People who bavi 
the Lord for theit GOD. And^ when all 
thefe Aflbciatioris, to which we here ftand 
telated, fhall be difTolved ; when ^ evety One 
ofusjhallgive dn Account of himfelf to GODi 
ftript of all thefe Marks of Diftirtdion which 
the Ends of Government now make neceflary: 
Such a diligent Improvement, and religious 
Application, of our Talents^ to the Glory of 
our Creator and the Good of Mankind, fhall^ 
through the Merits of our Redeemer, fecure 
to each of us that Gracious Sentence from our 
merciful Judge, -^ ^^ " Well done^ ThoU good 
" and faithful Servant : Thou haji been fait h-- 
^*ful over a few Things ^ I will make Thee 
" Ruler over many Things : Enter Thou into 
''the Joy of Thy LORD." 

aPfaLCXLIV,i4. b Rom. XIV. 1 2. cMatt.XXV.21. 
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Jis Free I and not ufing Your Liberty 
/^r a Cloke of Malicioufnefs \ but as 
the Servants of GOD. 

"fnp^HAT the beft Things are at once 
I the moft liable to be abufed, and 
Jj^ attended with the worft Confe- 
quences when they arc fo^" is a 
Complaint which human Affairs give us fre- 
quent Occllion to make; but never perhaps 
more juft Occafion than in the Inftance fug- 
geftcd by the Words before us. To diftinguifh 
the cxadt Boundary between' Liberty and L/- 
tmtimfnefSj and to fay precifely where the one 
ends and the other begins, requires more 
Difcemment than we are often Mafters of 
even in our cool Deliberations \ much lefs caa 
fo much Accuracy bis expend from Men en- 
gaged in the Eagernefs of Purfuit, and the 

D 2 Heat 
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Heat of Adlidn. And yet the Former is not 
more valuable, than the Latter k dangerous* 
When once Men have pajfled the Line be- 
tween them, the farther they purfue Liberty, 
the farther they remove from its till they find 
themfelvcs in thofe Depths of Slavery, which 
they imagined they were taking the moft 
fjpeedy Courfc to ivoi<l. 

For an Inftance of what is here obfi^rved, 
Wc need go no farther, than to the Times 
which brouglit on, and immediately foHaw- 
ed, the Tragedy tii this Day: Times, not 
more diftinguifhed in their Beginning by a 
pnffionate Zed for Liberty, than they wcrfe in 
their Progrcfe by a inoft maHcious Abufe^ and 
in tibeir Conclufion by a moft deplorable Want 
of it, with regard to Rdigion as well as Civil 
Govemmtot* The EfiTedts of an uncootidQ^ 
able Liccftfe were then fcverely fch; when 
this ddtaded Nation too late difcidvercidy lAsaC 
ft had been c^changiAg a wdl-^r^lateA^ 2>«» 
fdy Liberty, hi oiie of the beft ConfBtotiDDS 
f£ Govcrament, and under one of the moft 
^tous of Princes, for lawlefs Tyranny ic ctciy 
]j&hape, undw «t >Suceeffion of infolcnt UlUit^ 
spc^W and % decent and edifying Form of 
AVbrihiJ), tmdeir ill Ord« of )Chwch-Gomi»* 
^Urs Primrtive and ^@^a/M kArmk/mom 

wild 
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Virild and mon^rous Prcnduftlons of Emhufidfmi 
agreeing in nothing butjSuperftition and Blind-t 
Q^fsj made i|jU lefs fupportabk by weajing 
the venerable Name; of Lfiberty and pure Re«f 
Ugioij. 

Swch an E^aniple a« this ought certainly to 
be a ftanding Adipon^ion to all fucceedinjl 
Generations : And ^yithout Qucftipn it ha$ 
been> and^ fo long as it is duly reniembered^ 
4way$ wiU b^t a confidjerable Check upon 
that Spirit pf Ljcientioufnefs, to which we of 
this Matioij feem to l^^ye too powerful a Ten- 
dency. $enfible of this> and (as it fhoiald feem) 
in ordtt to prevent any fuch Jmpre/Iions as % 
juft Nptkm and proppr Remembrance of thoft 
Times might be apt to ^ make, Sopic havii 
endeavoured to deftrpy thi? Credit of our moft 
faithful Accoujotts of thei^* and to fubilitute 
others better qalcujlated for the Furppfe of 
Difguifing. The Succefs of fuch Atjterapts ?i» 
mong rational and impartial ]\^ h^ aoc, I 
prefw^^^ been i^uch to be boailed cf. Yet> 
as in Cal^sQEvies of d^ jKinds numerous Acciir 
iatioiiis, yihx\xfngiy tak^ wpu^.li>e in^ffec* 
tual, crften force tl^eir W*y merely by be^ii^ 
iolMy ripe^ud\ fo it feems to have happ^K|# 
with thej Qtberwife fejcbk> Efiorts of Libc^r 
tiai^iatbee^., before us.. Tl\ejrarge -ft4r 
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vances wc have for fomc Time been making 
towards a Difrcgard to all Order and Autho* 
rity, both in Matters CwZ/and Sacred, under 
the fpecipus Appearance of Liberty in the one, 
and Free-thinking in the other, are fuch as 
can hardly be ptherwife accounted for, than 
by fuppofing us to have in a great Meafure 
loft the Remembrance of thofe Diftraftions, 
which the like Pretences, not quite a Century 
ago, introduced into this Church and Nation. 
An Attempt to adjuft the Extent of Relt^ 
gious and Civil Liberty, and to fuggeft the 
deJiruSiive Confequences of Excejfes in either of 
them from the Experience of our Fore-fathers, 
may not at fuch a Time a$ this be wholly 
unfeafonable 'y nor will it be thought foreign to 
the Defign of this Appointment, by which We 
are particularly dire£ted to recommend and 
enforce the great Duty of Submijion to Go^ 
verntjfent. 

' There were, it ifecms, ibrae among the 
earlieft Converts to Chriftianity, who mifunr 
derftood the Nature of their Cbrijfian Liberty^ 
and perverted it to very unjuftifiable Purpofes* 
To remedy this Inconvenience, we find the 
firft Preachers of the Gofpel fcarcely ever 
mentioning the Name of Liberty without fuTi- 
^ joining ^nie Caution againft the Abufe of it. 
' : ' To 
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Ifo omit other Inftasces, the Apoftle in m/ 
Text addreiies thofe to whom He wrote» in 
Terms of great Significance and^ Propriety^ 
upon this SubjcA. He admits their Claim to 
Freedom^ but then He fails not immediately 
to warn them againft thoie mifchievous De« 
figns» to which that Claim would probably 
be made Subfervient; He reminds them> that 
their Chriftian Freedomt whatever might be 
meant by it, was certainly a bounded Free- 
dom : that it left them, as it found them^ 
Servants td GOD i and by no means exempt* 
ed them from the Obfervance of any of His 
Jnilitutions ; that Civil Government caipe par- 
ticularly entitled to their Veneration under 
Tiat Charadler : and that therefore, however 
the Forms of Government might be Ordinan-- 
ces of Men ^ they were bound to fubmit them^ 
fehoes to every one of them, which as Stran^ 
gers and Pilgrims they (hould happen to live 
under, for the LOR Us fake. As Free in- 
deed ; yet not vfing their Liberty for d Cloke 
ff Malicioufnefs ; but as the Servants of GOD. 
The Caution before us fecms to have h^d a 
{pecial Regar4 to thofe wrong Notions of 
Cbri/iian Liberty 9 by which Order and Go- 
vernment were chiefly threatened in the In- 
fancy of Chriftianity. There is however m> 

Occafion 
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Qccafion to confine it to this fingk Point of 
View. The Danger now arifet frbih ^mthet 
(^rter. The prefent Affcrtors of the €aisfl 
«sf Liberty fecm ndt to think they have re« 
cgdived any coofiderab}e FaTOursJGrom Ghriil* 
kuilty in That Re^edl, if ip any other ; Tho 
{ihi^ty thby iniift oh is (it fcems) their BirtS^ 
HgAt : They vmre never in. BMd^e to aw^ 
Man I and therefore i^ced not the Tiruths of 
the Go^l to mfth than Fru. Id order there^ 
fore to confider this Subjed as Ufefully in g<s 
iieral, and ^ ihHably to the prefect OccafioQ 
ill partictilgri z» I can« I /haU Qodeavouri 

J. Firji^ To difcover the real State and 
Extent pf that Liberty^ wherewith, in 
our fcyeral Relations and Capacities, w§ 
are Free. 

* }l. Secandfyr To illnftratc the pernicious 
Conjiquenc^ of Liberty, furfued too far $ 

. . as exemplified in the Tinies, which this 
Sdelpimty calk upon us to rememben 
And 

|fl. TifirUfy, To Conclude with a fuifai/f 
A^ication of the foregoing: Particulars, 

I. Now Freedom is a Term of Rehtiye^kor 

VPy^t generalljTj^ if not alwaysn implying a 

' : ' Refpea 



in the FUffuit »/ Liberty. 5 7 

Refpe€t to fome Obligations^ ReftraintSi Irt 
conveniences^ BorddnSy or the \\\it,from which 
we are faidi or fuppofed, to be Free. And as 
'Relative Terms txHitually illuftrate each other» 
^6 B»*ent of oiir Liberty in any Capacity 
Jtoay heft be adjufted by a View of the feveral 
Refiraints or Obligations we lie under in T^hat 
Capacity : Nothing being more evident, than 
that in whatibever Inftances we acknowledge 
Vf^ Obligation we can have no cmfijlent Claim 
to Liberty. 

Again : Freedom, to any one who fliall ex- 
amine his own Idea of it, will (I believe) ap- 
pear lo be defireable or valuable not fo pro- 
perly on its awn Account, as for the Sake of 
fimetbing elfe*, in other Words, to be rather 
a Mean than an End. Now the Value of all 
Meane oulght to be eftimated from their Con^ 
4ucive]^6 to the End propofed to be ferved 
by them. What Degrees of Liberty therefore 
are, in' any Situation^ dejireable by us, muft 
be difcovered by confidering, what Degrees of 
it are likely to promote the Attainment of our 
{HToper £nd in that Situation : Becaufe, fhould 
Liberty, in any I)egrees of it, appear more 
iikely to obilrudt than forward the End we 
have tEk View^ it muft in Proportion ceafe to 
f^e^ to m dejreabk. \ 

Thefe 
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Thefe OWcrvations, if taken along with us, 
will, I hope, aiiift us in fatisfying Two im« 
portaht Points of Enquiry upon the prcfcnt 
Subjefti Namely, ** To what Degrees of 
Liberty arc ^^jujily entitled? And, ^^ What 
Meafures of Liberty are realfy defireable by us ? 
And, that we may proceed with the greater 
Cleamefs, in regard chiefly to thefe §ltfefiions ; 
it will farther be of Ufe, to confider ourfelves 
diflindtly.as Men, and as Cirtfiians; and, in 
each of thefe Refpedls, firft feparately as In-- 
Sviduah^ ap4 then jointly as Members cfSo^ 
0ety. 

Pirfi then ; Let us fee how the Cafe ftand« 
with us as we are Men and Individuak, ab- 
ftradling from all Relation to, or Dependence 
upon, an^ of our Fellow-Greatures. In this 
View furely, if in any, wc fhall find oiirfelves 
abfolutely Free, and fubje<ft to no Check or 
Controll. Yet, even here, the Cafe is quite 
otherwife. Man, when leaft dependent on 
any created Being, is ftill the Servant' of that 
GOD, who firft placed and continually fup- 
ports him in the State, in which he finds 
himfelf From G o d he every Moment re*- 
ceives Life and Breath and all 'Things : To 
Him thejefore .he owes the Service and Obe- 
dience of all his Powers. I. may add, th»t 

God 
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God has eredcid a Kind of Government in 
every Man's Breaft, and made him, in due 
Subordination to His own Authority, a Law 
unto bimfelf: He has implanted in each of us 
a Principle, to which we arc accountable for 
the Ufe of our Freedom., and the Exercife of 
all our Faculties ; which will, in Points within 
Its Sphere, Jhew us what is goodi and acquit 
or condemn, reward or puniflh us, according 
as our Work jhall be. Human Freedom then 
is by no Means a Freedom of Thinking or 
Adling at all Adventures ; but is a Free*dom 
hounded by the Dilates of right Reafon, and 
the Laws of GOD. 

And, as This is all the Liberty, that wc 
can in our Perfonal Capacity jti/ily lay any 
Claim to ; fo we cannot prudently wifh for 
more. Man is a Being capable of underftand- 
ing Truth, and enjoying Happinefs ; and of 
both Truth and Happinefs God is in all Cafes 
the beft, the only unerring. Judge. The Li- 
berty then, that can be to Man defireable^ 
muft be conducive to, at leaft confiftent with, 
the Attainment of Tbefe Ends : A Liberty of 
hi^ IntelleStual Faculties from Impediments in 
the Search, of Truth; of his ^/V/ from any 
wnong Bias in the Choice of Means to Hap- 
pinefs; and of his inferiaur Powers from fuch 
' ; Difordcrs 
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Pifordcrs as would diftarb the Enjoyment of 
it : And all this, under the Pire£fcion of that 
Being, who alone perfedtly knowa. What Man 
isy and whereta he feryetb, 'qbat is his G^od^ 
and ivhat is his Evil. To claim a Liberty be- 
yond this; to (hut out Information, and to 
refift the Fonpe of Evidence ; to countera<5k 
the Order of our Nature^ and to affcdl an In- 
4ependence on the great Author of it ; would 
be as irrational as it is impious : It would be 
to challenge as a Privilege the Liberty to err 
and to be miferable. 

Which Privilege a Rational Being might 
have been thought incapable of defiring, had 
not the Defire of it fatally 4iA^:overed itfdf in 
the very Firfi of the whole Spe^iB^s^ and^ere 
it not the fame Kind of Liberty which has 
ever fince been contended for by the Children 
^ Dif obedience. For what were all the boaft? 
(pd Conquers of Epicurus mid his Follower^ 
of old, and what are all the later Eiibrf s df 
the fame Kind under the fpecious Title of 
Free-thinkings but fo many Struggles for ai> 
uncontrolled Freedom of Thought and Ac-* 
tion. Indeed all Schemes of Morality an4 
Duty, from which thiQ Divine Authority is e3p^ 
eluded, are ( I fear ) really ^ tho' SK)t sdways 
iefignedly^ AdvaQces towards^ tl^us Frec^f^m 

upoa 
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lipon Pdndple^ and, ihould they gcncralljr 
pceyai], t^Ould ibon be found (lill nearer Ap^ 
proacbes to k in Pra<ftice. But there are not 
wanting more direiS Attempts t^ hreak the 
Bonds of Religion in /under ^ and to aflert a 
liberty of Aftion, unreftraincd by the per- 
petual Awe of a watchful Obfcrver, an im- 
partial Judge, and an Almighty Avenger : A 
Liberty, which at beft, and fuppofing its Ai-^ 
iertors ^uccefsful, could amount to no more 
than iwhal our Jirfi Parents gained by their 
fexdufion from Paradife ; I mean, a Liberty 
of going forth into a wild, unhofpitable 
' World without a Guide, o{ paifing through 
it without Comfort, and of leaving it without 
llope : But, in reality, a Liberty of affront- 
ing and provdcing that All-powerful Being 
that. Jittetb . in ibe Heavens ; who at preient 
Iwks dawn With Derifian on all iuch vain At- 
iempts ; and will, if not timely appealed, one 
iDay Jpeak tmto their prefumptuou^ Authors 
hi Jotis Wrath ^ and 'oex tkem in Hisjire Dif^ 
Tpieafare. 

Thus far Man has been conildered t,^ out of 
Society. This however is a State in which no 
Number of Men ever adually exifted. It was 
•60m the Beginning, and in a State of Inno- 
4$enoe, declared n^ good for Man to be ahne: 

And, 
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And^ had not God Himfelf interpofed, fallen 
Men mufi foon have found it neceflary to 
combine into Societies, and ^ conftitute (as 
far as Men could of themfelves conftitute) 
fome Kind of Governmenti For tho* a Li- 
berty of doing every Man "what Jhould feem 
right in his onvn Eyes^ is what the Law of 
Mature by no Means allows, yet it is what 
Men in a State of Nature woUld be very apt 
to anfume : And a Liberty it is, which would 
foon exert itfelf in their biting and devouring 
one another^ and foon terminate in their being 
dejiroyed one of another. 

We are come then to the Enqtiiry, ** How 
our Freedom ftands as we are Members of So^ 
ciety^ and how it is affe<fted by the Introduc- 
tion of Civil Government into the World?'' 
And here it muft be obfervcfd, that all thofe 
Reftraints, which the LaW of Nature lays 
upon the Freedom of Individuals^ ftill fubiift 
in full Force with regard to that of Member's 
of Society. Man is, from the firft Moment of 
his Being, the Servant of GOD: And, as 
This is a Relation never to be diffolved, ib 
neither can the Duties thence refalting evAr 
be fuperfeded. However, though our Obliga^ 
,tions to our Supreme Lord cannot be cancell- 
ed by our Subjedlion to any Mafter on Eartki 

yet 
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5iet new Obligations will be fuperadded^ or 
rather our original Obligations will ht enlar^ 
ged, by every fubfequent Relation wherein we 
fland. Some late Reafoners upon Govern^ 
ment, indeed^ feem very unwilling to go thas 
far, or even to hear of any Diminution of 
lAtVL% Natural Liberties at their Entrance in- 
to Society. But This, furely, is a Point, up- 
on which I need not detain You. In the 
moft popular Governments fome Authority 
there muft be, and fomewbere placed : And 
Authority^ yf\ittt{oeytv placed, muft require 
« proportionable Submiffion from Thofe that 
arc under it. — In ihort : The Law of Nature 
is not to be fet afide, by any Human Confti^ 
tution : But, under every Government the 
Liberties of Nature muft be %ab.ridged, and 
the Claims, of Nature Regulated i and Com-* 
pliance with fuch Abridgments or Regulations 
is a Branch of (hat Obedience, which every 
SubjeSl owes to. the Law of Nature Itfelf. 

But, '*how ihall the Meafures of the Ma^* 
giilrate's Authority and the Subje^'s Liberty 
be mutually adjufted ?" This is indeed a Quef- 
tion of great Moment, and fuch as might 
wdl.delerve to be very folemnly debated, 
were we to bear a Part in a Confultation about 
erei^iig ^New Form of Government. But in 

Truth, 



64 2^ Dat^6i^ af Exceffit 

Truths ^u is a (^e(tiiim> ^v^itk ^e Difoifr 
fioa wkertof private Pei^^/yndtf Govern* 
ments a&ualfy cMftitut^d^ hav^ nqthibg to do ; 
as being akeady determined to their Hands* 
For, after ^\ ottr fipjsculations^ th« Obliga^ 
tions lying on the Members of any Comnw* 
mty as Jucby muft be measured by the ha%»$ 
of T!hat ConMntioity. ^l^heje are at ouc^ the 
Standards of the M agiftrat^s Authori^, and 
. of the Liberty pf the Subje^a : tb^e &re (iie 
declared Will of the whole Society; and muft 
det^mine that of dvery Member of it. A 
Liberty to oppofe his own private WiH to 
that of the Publick, aftd to refift thofe Per-* 
fons who are entrufted with the Execution of 
it, is no Part of that Liberty, which any 6o« 
ciety can allow its Members : Nor can it be 
taken by any Subje^ without a Vicdiaitlon d 
the Duty he owes to the-Govfernnient &b^ 
prote<5ts him; to himfelf as greyly intecbfted 
in its Peace and Good Order ; and eipeoiaHy 
to that Being, whofe Providence ruletb 4n4bi 
kingdom ^cf Men^ and gwetb it to- 'ifobon^mtt 
He wiU* 

hegat Liberty J then, is all that C#n fee de^ 
tnanded by Mentber$ of ^dety ; and mot€ 
than this cannot ecn^fientlyhedefiredhy hiaf, 
who are wiUing to $njoy the Benefits pf Od« 

vernment. 
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vernment. 'Tis lruc> " You may think 3rour- 
fclf aggrieved by fomc oixki^ Laws in Being; 
Or, '*You may diflikc fomcthing in the 
Farm of Government you live under;" Or 
perhaps, " Something in the Condufl: of the 
PerfoHs fet over jfou is not as it fliould be : 
And furely, a Liberty of providing for the Re- 
drefs of one's own particular Grievances, in 
the moft compendious Way; of fupplying 
the Defeats of an imperfedl Conftitution ; or 
however, of cenfuring what appears faulty, 
and rcprcfenting Things and Perfons as being 
what they really are; muft be defireable at 
leaft, if not allowable." So indeed the Cafe 
may appear upon a partial View of it. And 
thus i;nuch muft be granted, that, where by 
the (landing Rules of the Conftitution fome 
Perfons are entrufted with certain Degrees of 
Liberty, or, to (peak more properly, certain 
Meafures of Power, for any of the Purpofes 
hinted at ; the Exercifc of fuch Power, by 
the proper Perfons, on neceflary Occafions, 
and in a legal Manner, is not only allowable 
but commendable. But, what if every Mem- 
ber of the Community fhould aflume a Liberty 
of redrefling his own apprehended, or evea 
real. Grievances ; of infulting the Final De- 
terminations of the Supreme Authority; of 

E fitting 
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fitting in Judgnofent upon the Adtiona of htil 
Govemours ; of treating with Indignity thofe 
Stations and Cb^adters which the Conftitutioii 
holds' Sacred; of fowing the Seeds of Dif-* 
content 9 and fomenting Rebellion agaioft 
them : This furely is a Liberty, which no 
Man wotrM wifh to fee generally d0um«d; 
though, if it is alloAyable to one^ it mud be 
allowable to all in the fame Circiimftances : 
It is indeed ai Liberty to defeat the very Ends 
of Government ; and muft foori reduce us tcr 
that State, from the Miferies of .which it wa^ 
one principal Defign of Government to refcue 
and protedt us. 

From what has been faggefted We may in 
fome Meafure collect, how our Freedom 
ilands as we are Men ; and this both in our 
Perfonal Capacity as we are Individualsf and 
in our Social Capacity as we are SuhjeBs. But 
we are further concerned to enquire into the 
State of it in each refpedt as we are Cbrifiians^ 

It has been juft hinted above> that our 
.common Parents by afluming a Liberty tp 
.which they had no Title, loft that Liberty, 
•pf which they were in Poffeflion. And,, io 
.Fadt, they thereby fubjefted, not only them* 
felyes, but all their Pofterity, to the worft 
Kind of. Dominion, that of Luft and Appe- 
tite, 
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titt/ of Sin and Deslth. Herfc theit Vvrith joy 
lind Gratitude we proclaim, that • fT^ whom 
the Son hatb made Free^ are Pree indeed. We 
aw Ffee from the Rigour and CondemnatioR 
of the Law of Works i from the heavy Bor- 
den of Jemfi/h Rites and Obfervatices j froni 
the'Tyranny of our own Lufts; and frbrti 
^that Fear lof Deaths both Temporal and 
Eternal, which muft otherwife all our Life^ 
^tmi kave kept us in Bondage. From all thefe 
• this Law of the Spirit of Lifi has vindicated 
tJs into the glorious Liberty of the Sons of 
GOD. Thefe are Immunities great and truly 
Valuable ; and of thefe vve Chriftians may juftly 
glory. But ftiU> if we would inherit the Pri^ 
H>ilegeSi We muft pay the cheerful Obedience^ 
of &ons. If We are * made free from Sin^ we 
ariy by an additional Obligation, become Ser^ 
vants to 00 D. Our Chriftian Profeffion i^ 
far from giving us an unbounded Liberty of 
Thinking or Afting. We muft ^ bring int^ 
Captivity every Thought to the Obedience of 
CHRIST: And ""not henceforth live unt^ 
Qurfelves, but unto Him that died for us and 
rofe again. 

^ ft Join VJIK^6. b VLth. IL 15. f Rom. VI, z%^ 
d zCox. X, 5. c lb. V. 15. 

E ji Not 
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Not but that, even in tAis Refped, CMfi^ 
ianity eminently difplays itielf as being, what 
it is emphatically called, • the perfeS Law of 
Liberty. For, after all the late Boafts of the 
Sufficiency of our Underftandings, the RcdH- 
tude of 'our Wills, and the Goodnefs of our 
Affedtions; Every one of us, who attends to 
what paiTes within him, muft feel^ that his 
Underftanding greatly needs Information^ his 
Will Diredtion, and his Affcdtions at once 
Reftraint from Evil, and Incitement to Good« 
And, to a Creature in fucb a Situation, can 
it give any jujl Caiife of Complaint,, that his 
Creator (a Being of infinite Wifdom, Power, 
and Goodnefs ) fhould call upon him for the \ 
Obedience of Faith to a Difcovery of the moft ' 

important Truths ; the Readinefs of his Will j 

to accept a Propofal of the higheft Good; the 
Compliance of his AfFedtions with the moft 
engaging Motives; and, in (hort, the Con- 
currence of all his Faculties with the benign 
Influences of the Spirit of Grace ? The fclf- 
fufEcient Deiji may call fuch a Proceeding an 
Infringement upon his Freedom of Thinking, 
of Choice, of Adion. But the truly rational 
Chriftian will with humble Thankfulnefs em- 
brace fuch an Infringement as only liniits hi^ 

a Jam. I. 25. 

Freedom 
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Freedom by enlightening his Undcrftanding, 
and denies him no Liberty but that of De- 
flroying himfclf. 

Such is the State of Cbrijiian Liberty in our 
Perfonal Capacity. With regard to Civil So^ 
cieties, Chriftianity, being intended for the 
Religion of a// Nations, is (I conceive) in 
Civii Matters adapted to the ConfHtution of 
each, without attempting the Subverfion of 
any. It taies the/ Laws of each Community, 
to which it offers itfelf, as it Jlnds them : 
And as it gives fuch as embrace it no £x«- 
emption from the jufi Reftraints of Governr 
ment, fo neither does it deprive them of any 
Legal Privileges or Immunities of which they 
were antecedently pofleffed. But, though 
Chriflianity has not altered the Meafures, it 
has however greatly enforced the Duty, of 
01>cdience to the Higher Powers. It teaches 
us, * that the Powers that be are ordained of 
GOD : It requires Subje^ion to them from 
every Soul, as to the Ordinance of GOD i and 
urges the Necejity of it, not only upon Pru- 
dential Confiderations, but alfo for Confcience 
fake : It allows no Liberty of private Re-* 
venge ; none of illegal or tumultuous Redrefs 
of Grievances 1 none of defpfng Dominion 

1 Rom. XJII* i«— 6. 

E 3 or 
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or /peaking Evil of Dignities : It condemn^^ 
in very ftrong Terms, all Refijiing of the Su-- 
preme Powers, or Taking the Snvord againft 
thofe who are regularly comraiffioned by thccn : 
It has noty by minutely pointing out txcepted 
Cafes, and (hewing Men b&up near they may 
approach (o the Con6nes of Sin without fall- 
ing, into it, invited Hum«n Nature, of itfclf 
mouc than fufficicntly inclined, to Sedition 
and Rebellion : But, by requiring its Pro^r 
feflhrs.irL.gcncral iq^Ju^y t$ he quiets and itq 
Teachers ta ^put them in mind to bejub^e& ta 
Principalit^s and Bower sf It has at once beft 
provided for its own favourable Receptions 
%nd for thd focial Happinefsjof Mankind* 

I muft.notclofe this Head without cpnii^ 
dering the State of our Liberty, as we are 
^embers of that Society , which is moft pro- 
perly Chrijiiani and how it is a0fe(9te(l.b5rour 
becoming Subjeds of CHRIST$ Jpiritml 
Kingdom; A Kingdom, which, though po^ 
t OF Jhis WorUf either with regard to itf 
Orfgin or its Confunynation, yet plainly ap^ 
|>ears intended by its Divine Founder to hav« 
k real Exiften^e, a^ a Vifibie Society^ Jn, thin 
World I ^nd as fuch to have ^vifibie 0||ceS| 
Ordiiian€e$2 and Adminiftratioa^ i and the£^ 

a tThefflV.ii, b TiulJI.t/. . c Joh.XVIII.36. 
- eo|idu<ae4 
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candudted by Perfons regularly called zn^ com* 
miffioned for that Purpofe : to who.m He has 
delegated fo mjuch jiutbority ( and by Confc- 
quencey fo far limited the Freedam of others ) 
as the Nature and Ends of their Jnftitution 
require. 

What thofc Ends are for which the Chriji'* 
tan Church and Chrijiian Minijify were infti- 
tqted> naay eafily be learned from fuch P^ffa-* 
ges as relate to the Inftitution itfejf. Where 
( we find ) Chrtftianity coniiders Mankind in 
general as being * Children^ both on Account 
of their Want x?f fome InftruiSion, and the 
Danger they are in of being tojfed to andfror 
and carried about with every Wind of Doc-^ 
trine; And fuch with regard to Divine 
truths we, all of us, in Fad:, naturally arje. . 
Accordingly, among the various Gifts which 
CHRIST gave unto Men^ the many gracious 
ProvifiQns He made fqr the Exigences of oflr 
Nature, lie gave fame Apojiks^ fome Prophets^ 
fime Evangelifisy Jome Paftors and Teachers ; 
^or the PerfeSiing of the Saints^ unto the Work 
of the Miniftry^ untc the F^dffying of the Bodj{ 
of CHRIST: Till ^e all come into the U- 
nity of the Faith ^ and of the Knowledge of thU 
§on of GOD, unto perfeSl Man^ unto the 
a Eph. ly. S, II, 12, 13, 14^ 
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Meafure of the Stature of the Fulnefs of 
CHRIST. From which Paffage compared 
with others, . particularly thofe wherein JDe^ 
cency and Ord^r in the Publick Offices are rer 
quired to be provided for without being par- 
ticularly defined, the lead that can be col- 
levied muft be thus much ; That the Inftitu- 
tion we are oonfidering, was intended for the 
Propagation of the Knowledge of the Son of 
God, and Prefervation of the One Faith of 
His Gofpel ; for the Edification and Eflablifhr 
mcnt of particular Members of His Body in 
the Fundamental DoiSlrincs of It ; and for the 
Mwntenance of Decency and Regularity in 
the Sacred Ofiices of the Church* If there- 
fore we will fuppoie Chriflianity to be a con-z 
fftent Scheme^; as on the one Hand, all the 
Liberty that can well be reconciled to the 
Profecution of thefe Ends, may be allowed to 
private Chriftians ; fo on the other, whatever* 
Authority is neceflary to the Attainment of 
them, muf^ be fuppofed to be eptrufted with 
thofe Perfbns, whofe Office and Duty it is to 
provide for and promote them. 

Here then the Liberty of particular Chrif* 
tians may be confidered with reference either 
tp Privatf Judgment f or to fuch Religioui 
ABs as are of a Publick Nature. As to Pri^ 

vatt 
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'uate Judgment I the Liberty of this is unr 
queftionably the Rights nay (I add) the Exer- 
cife of it,^ in Proportion to their Abilities and 
Opportunities, is the Dutyy of all Chriftians. 
I fay, in Proportion to their Abilities i becaufe 
it is material to obferve, in relation to Mat- 
ters of Religion as well as all others, that the 
Exercife of private Judgment ought npt in 
Reaibn or Prudence to be extended beyond the 
Power of it. If Men will infift on a Liberty 
of exerdfing them/elves in Matters too high for 
tbem^ and of rejeifling that Af]iftance which 
CrOD has provided for them ; they not only 
return back into that Stat« of Uncertainty and 
FluSuation, out of which the Chriftian Mi- 
niflry was intended to deliver them, but be«^ 
come doubly chargeable, in God's Account, 
with fuch Errours and Mifcondu£t, as their 
' Vanity and Negled of His Ordinance (hall 
occafion. However, as private Judgnxent, io 
long as it is really Private, is a Matter purely 
Perfonahy Men are accountable for it to GOD, 
and to Him only. But the Cafe of every Thing 
to be tranfaded in Publick is very different j 
as particularly, What Z)^^r/«^j: (hall be taught, 
what Ufages obferved, what Perfons admitted 
to teach the one and to officiate in the other, 
|fcc. Thcfe arc Matters of a Social Concern : 

They 
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They muft therefore be iiibjed: to fiich Re* 
gulatiofls as ihall to the Society appear necefr 
fary to fecure the Ends of its Inftitution : And 
fuch Regulations, when made^ become pro^ 
per Limitattqns of private hihettv. 

True indeed it is, that all Men, all Bodies 
of Men, ar^ fallible ; they may require the 
Profeffioo of Doiftrines, or they may ei^oin 
Conforn>ity with Obiervances, contrary to 
GoD*s Word ; And when this is the Cafe, 
or when to private Chriftiaus, upon the bef); 
Judgment they are able to form, this appears 
to be the Cafe; the Rule to fuch Perfbns is, 
to obey GOj:> rather than Man. The Obli-^ 
g4tioi?6 we are under as Members of Curist'$ 
Church are all founded on our antecedent 
Obligation ^ Christ as the Head pf itj 
and therefore, we may be fure, ought .never 
to fuperfede or overrule it. But iUU; if our 
Blef£:d Lord by founding His Church, and 
appointing a regular Miniilry in iit, has not 
tjaken away from its Members the Liberty of 
private Judgment, He ha$ however graciouily 
direSled and ajijied them in the Exercife of it, 
And furely They are concerned, in order to 
exprefs a due Regard to their Saviour^s Infti^ 
tution, as well as to partake of the Advanta- 
ges of it, to proceed with Caution,. and to 

deal 
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deal fairly with tbemfelves ; Not condemning 
what has the Sandlion of publick Authority 
without an impartial Examination ; nor mif-* 
taking the Suggeftions of Paflion or Prejudice 
for Didates of Confcicnce. Thofe muft be 
Ih&rims^ not only of undoubted I'ruth, but 
of coti/iderable Importance, for the S^e of 
which prvoate Chriftians can be excufed in 
publickly oppofing the Determinations^ and 
breaking the Peace and Harmony, of the 
Qhurch* AndastoroereC^r^iw^wVj; notbiog 
lefs chap * ConviSHQn of the Unlawfulnefs of 
the Thing enjoined will jtfftify a Non-Corn- 
pUapce, with the Injun^ions of Imful Au- 
thority^ Notions of Expediency, or Hop« of 
better Edification, will by no means reach the 
Cafe, In all well-regulated Societies^ Matters 
of Decency and Expediency* of Order an4 
Qoveriiraent muft be referred, not to every 
Man's Private "judgment, but to the Deter-* 
jnination of Publick JVifdom. A Liberty be- 
yond this muft be produftive of endlefs Dif-^ 
order and Confujian : \t cannot therefore bav<; 
> ^Dfar its Authr ; nor be ' ^'hat Liberty 

fi See Bp. Sanderbnh ^ennpn on. Rom. 14* 23* ScA. z9» 
Ahp. Sharp's Cafe of a doubting ConfcicDce. 
Dr. Ro^ers*s Review, Part 2. Chap. 9. Scdl. 2. 

\i % Cor. XIV. 33. c Gal. V. I. 
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Vf herewith CHRIST hath made his Subjeas 
Free* 

Let me only add, that if private Chriftians 
muft a£fc according to their own beft Judg-f 
ment, fo muft the Church as a Society a€t 
likewife. And, if the former fhall take to 
themfclves a Liberty of profeiling, and even 
of teaching and propagating, fuch Doctrines, 
as are in the Society's Judgment fubverfive of 
the Chriftian Covenant; or of introducing 
fuch Cujioms into Divine Worfliip as * the 
Churches of GOD are Strangers to : let their 
private Judgment be what it will, the Society, 
on the other Hand, muft certainly be allow-? 
ed a Liberty of providing for its own Prefer^ 
vation, and for the Security and Promotion 
of thofe Ends for which it was inftituted : 
Otherwife we fhall afTert to particular Mem-^ 
hers a Liberty deftrudtive, not of the Liberty 
only, but of the very Beings of the Sodety^ 

itfelf. 

By this Time, I hope, it may in general 
appear, what that Liberty is which we can 
jujUy challenge^ or reafonably defire^ zs Men or 
as Chrifiians; as SubjeBs under Civil Govern-- 
ment^ or as Members of the Church of CHRIST: 
A Liberty indeed, iq each of thefe Refpedtsji 

a t Cor. XI. i6. . . . f 
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fubjed tofome Reftralnts ; but fuch Reftraints 
as> whilft they limit and enclofe our Free- 
dom> do alfo moft effectually fence and iecure 
it. This has in Part already appeared, but 
may perhaps inore feniibly affed us, if we 
recoiled, as was propofed, 

II. Secondly^ The pernicious Confequences of 
Liberty purfued too far i as exemplified in 
the Times, which the prefent Solemnity 
brings to our Remembrance. 

And herei it Were eafy to point out the 
many flagrant Abufes ^xA fatal EffeSls of Li- 
berty, in each of the Views under which the 
prefent Subject has been coniidered. But the. 
Two General Heads of Religion and Civil Go^ 
vernment will afford far more Evidence in the 
Cafe before us, than can here be diftindlly 
produced. 

To begin with Abufes of Liberty in Reli- 
gion. A Name never more ufed, never more 
vilely proftituted, than in the Times now un- 
der our Confideration ! in which Villanies of 
all Kinds were attempted, and by a jufl Pro- 
vidence permitted to be accompliihed, under 
the fandified Pretence of Religion^ and in the 
Name of the LORD. In what Mannei: thcfe 

Good 
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Good Men provided for the Honour 6f OoD 
^uid of His Holy Religion^ we fhall foon fee« 
One of the firft Steps taken towards the Work 
of Subverfion^ was to withdraw the Attention 
and Regards of the People from their proper 
l^ajlors. Accordingly, Men oi all Capacities 
and Occupations were invited to think for 
tbemfeheSi and encouraged to determine the 
tnoft important Queftions, without confulting 
thofe, who were by Study prepared, by Pro- 
feffion fet apart, and by Commiflion autho*<- 
rized, to diredl and inftrudt them. The In* 
yitation was flattering ; and, as ufually hap^ 
pens in like Cafes, thofe who had the worft 
Title to fuch Encouragement were moft for* 
ward to embrace it. Nor could this Liberty 
of Judging for themf elves long fatisfy theft 
Men's Vanity : They foon took upon them^ 
what their Abetters had never defigncd for 
them, a Liberty of fetting up for Teachers to 
others. When they came together to the facred 
Offices, They who might more prBpcrly have 
occupied the Place of the Unkarned, muft needs 
every one of them have his Pfalm^ every on^ 
bis DoBrine^ every one his Interpretation, and 
not a few their pretended Revelations. The 
Annals of thofe Times, and even the Com- 
plaints 
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|>i8intt of tlieif /6X»cn 'Writers, will not fuffcr 
us tp . forgeti . whbt fnalicious Ufe was then 
made of fhis Ikien^oUs Freedom With the 
facfed X^ii^les t ivhiLt monftroas Perveriions 
of the Gafptl of Piace to the Purpofcs of Re- 
bellion add Pacfiiide ! what horrid Blafphe* 
mies were then broached and propagated! 
Whilft every Perfon was admitted to ofik^iate, 
every Doftrine to be taught, every Form of 
Wor/hip to be ufed, but fuch as had the -R^- 
commendatim (I mean^ what Jhould have been 
the Recommendation) of hting appointed by 
Lawful Authority. •— Where thefe Things 
endedi You well know. That ahcient, and 
Venerable Order of Meft^ which had pr^idei 
in the Chriftian Church ever fince it had a 
Being, fell a Sacrifice, to the blind Rage of 
mifguided Zealots ^d Enthufiafts ! That 
grave and decent Service^ with which our 
Forefathers had been greatly edified, and had 
^wfhipped the LORD in the Beauty of Holi^ 
nefsy was trampled under Foot by thefe our 
new Reformers ! And into the Place of thefe 
pretended Corruptions were -received — what 
ihall I fay? what indeed can be faid? fince 

a Edwards^ s Qangrana^ 8cq, See alfo a late feafonable Tradl, 
Intitoled, ne miferoMe and diftraSed State of Riligion ufm tbt 
Dmi^Jrftbf Cburfk BJhkHflmm. Printed ioH J. Stitgg. 1 734. 

not 
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not any determinate Form of Worihip or Po- 
ITty fucceeded ; but a Medlejr of Seds, divi-* 
ding and fubdividing into an endle(s Variety 
of fenfeleis Opinions and Modes of Worihip, 
unworthy of God, deftrudive of pure Reli-* 
gion, and highly diihonourable to the injured 
Name of Protcftantifm ! 

But furely, whatever elfe a deluded People 
might forfeit, this was the Way to that Xi* 
berty of Confcience, for which they expreiTed 
fo ardent a Zeal. — Liierty of Confcience was 
indeed what moft of them at firfl: profeiled to 
have in View: But never were Men more 
out of the Road to it. When ortce they for- 
fook its mod faithful Guardian, the Church 
of England^ they took Leave of true Liberty 
together with it ; and foon perceived they had 
been flying from an imaginary Spiritual Ty- 
ranny to a real one in all its various Forms ; 
under Men, who, while out of Power talked 
of Nothing but Forbearance^ Moderation^ and 
the Spirit of Meeknefs I but, when in Power ^ 
found out a Meaning, wherein to explain 
thefe good Words to others, very different from 
that, in which they had demanded the Bene- 
fit of them for themfclves. Each of the Per- 
fuafions in its Turn had its Covenants or its 
Engagements f each its Engine of one Kind or 

other. 
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tiif ing tlu^ CoHbiiciences of Men. la the mean 
Tifefif. many- bbfcrving Ae unhappy Conft* 
e^imf es^ of a wanton Departuse from a ^welk* 
temftired Authority^ became prepared to re- 
poTe tkemfelYes on any that fhould firft o&x 
i^fAi to tbcm : And accordingly great Nam- 
bers, after having^a/«tf^vi/ the Power of tl^e 
Engiijh Hierarchy, made no. DdfHculty of £ub- 
nodtting to the Dominion of Popery. WhilA 
(>ther« took this Oj^portunity of pi^opagatiog^ 
with too much Succcfe, die ^ yet xsxozt ficeoijk 
Tenets of Deifm^^ Fatalifm^ zxidi Atbeifm. — 
Thefc \9^vtfome of the Bleficd Effedls of that 
laiberty ef Thinking .which was then com- 
pleady tried: as compleady ( I mean) aa it 
weH can be tried? And methinfcs they are: 
fiichj a^ flaqftld not make ^Jabtr People fond 
of neptating the Ebcperiment I 

The Diftradions ia the Btatt. did in thof« 
£Hys (as more or lefs they always will) very 
ve^ixarkahlykeep pace with thofe in theO^i^r^^ 
The plaufible Pretence in one Cafe was that 
of E^Jirming Corruptions ; in the other, that 
of 'B^df^effing 'Grimmces. And, a^ we have 
ieen> how they fucceeded in the Work of T^^ 
formation^ Inced hardly enlarge on any Piir-^ 
ticuUr^ of the Rcdrefs they effected^ which 

F both 
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both in the ^Progrefs and the Ifliie very txat&ly 
refembled It. The lowed: of thp People were 
encouraged to make free with the Charaders, 
and to pafs Sentence on the Condud, of their 
Govemours: TAeir Tongues, at leaft, were their 
awn^ and they had^ in refped: of thofe> no 
Lord ever them. To enflanK their Zeal, Jea-* 
loufies were artfully fown and induftrioufly 
ipread among them, of dangerous Defigns 
upon their Liberties and Properties: Things 
apt enough, and with Reafbn, to be valued 
by Mankind ; and no wonder then if their 
Names f however mifapplied, gave the ambi- 
tious and difcontented an Opportunity of 
drawing much better Men into their fubver* 
five Projects. Whatever Occafions had been 
really given, their alleviating Circumftances, 
at leaft where the King was concerned, ought 
furely to have been taken into the Account : 
nor fliowld We try them by Laws not then in 
Being. However, it foon appeared, that the 
great Grievance to be redreiTed ( I mean^ in 
the Intention of too many, though not of them 
all) was the Conftitution itfeJf. For when all 
their other Grounds of Complaint were re- 
moved; when their Prince had given Way to 
their Encroachments on his Royal Prerogative, 
in a Manner that demonftrated, how tenderly 

He 
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lie loycd his People, and how ardently H* 
deiired to make them eafy aiid happy \ were 
thefc Patriots fatisficd ? ^^ Etrery Conceffion 
feryed only for an Invitation to ibme more ex^ 
tr^vagant Demand, From Grieyance8 fuc^ 
cefsfully reprcfentcd they proceeded to erifna- 
ring Petitions ; from Petitions gf acioufly heard^ 
and granted (as far as they could with Honef^ 
tyi farther thart they could with 5«^/y, be 
granted ) they were emboldened to draw up 
feditious Remonftrances: Remonftranceswith^ 
in Doors foon produced Remonftrances in the 
Field, and at the Head of Armies, againfl; 
their Sovereign. The Time would fail me to 
enumerate the various AiSts of Hypocrify^ 
Treachery^ Viblence, Cruelty, which made 
Way for that enormous One^ into Which they 
were all fummed up, as on This Dayl-^^A 
Fa€t attended with every Circumftanqe of Ag* 
gravation and Horrourl May the heinous 
Giiilt of it ntvct be vifited on Us or our PqjP* 
terity! 

Liberty ftill tvas the Cry df the infatuated 
Multitude. To fecure This, as they flattered 
themfelves, they had now remtyoed nil the ati* 
eient Landmarks of the Conftitution, ahd that 
Infupportable Grievance^ the Monarchy itfelf. 
But when they had accomplished all this^ 

Fa. di4 
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did t^ey find themfelves in Pqffeffian ti£ wbaf. 
tibey had purfued through io much Sedition 
and Bkodfhed? Was thic Nation more fate 
and fiourifhing, or particular Perions moreji^ 
cure in their PropertieSt than they had heea 
before ? Could they fpeak for themfelves they 
would tell qs, ** The Reverfe of all this was 
true." When once a few crafty Leaders hacb 
by the Aififtancc of a deluded Populace, got 
that Power into their own Hands, which they 
had inveighed againft in thofe of. others; 
they foon made it appear, what Kind of Li^ 
berty they had cut out for themfelves, and 
how very different an one they had in Re- 
fcrve for their Followers : For themfelves, a 
Liberty to opprefs, dccimatp, plunder, and 
deftroy whomfoeyer they found too honefi: to 
become fubfervient to their Iniquities, or rich 
enough to fall a facrifice to their Avarice \ 
Eor their i^oUowers, a Liberty to go fortb^ 

fucb as were for Deaths to the Deaths Juch 
as "were for the Sword, to the Sword i. and 

Jkch as were for the Captivity, to the Captivity. 
New and unheard-of Taxes were then arbi* 
trarily impofed; New Courts of Judicature, 
created; New Methods of Torture invented 
and exercifed. Civii Property could not long 
qontifiue fegure from grievous Compofitioi^s f^. 

Delinquency, 
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-I>'elinquencyi'^ttv ChuHh Lands had btecn in- 
vaded by their rapacious Ordinances. And 
though fuch as hl&d adhered to the Royal 
Claufe were on fome Occafions diftinguiftied 
by peculiar Marks of Refentment ; yet thefe 
were far from being the ^;7^ Sufferers. Thofe, 
who had been among the firft Fomenters of 
the Nation's Diforders, were now fonrife of the 
deepeft Sharers in its Calamities : They now 
in earneft felt fhbfe Grievances, which they 
ted oAly comptained of before ; when their 
Rebellion againft a Prince, wboni they uti- 
rig&teoufly accufed of cbaftifihg them wtb 
WbipSj had, by God's juft Judgment, fub- 
jcded them to thp extreme Tyranny of an 
Ufurper, who really cbajlifed them with Scdr-^ 

.pfms* 

Such were the deplorable Cirfcumftances, 
under which this Nation then groaned, both 
ifa its Reiigious and Civil Capacity j and fuch 
will alwdys be the Confequences of Men's 
cirrying their Notions arid Purfuits t^ Libet- 

[ ty too far, to the Ruin of Order and Govern- 
ment, and with them bf all valuable Liberty 
itielf. ^— It femairis then, 

111. Lajlly, That a fuitable Application be 
made of the foregoing Particulars, 

F 3 And, 
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And, how can wc better apply what bai 
been faid, than by thenc? learning to fct a 
juji Value upon th^t Legal Liberty wc of this 
Nation enjoy i Not meddling with thofe that 
are given to Change ;, nor fuffering ourfelves 
to be deluded by the flattering Hopes of far- 
ther Liberty^ into any Attempts tending to 
the Subverfion of our excellent Conftitution, 
in either of its Branches ; which muft fooner 
or later end in the Ruin of Both. And 

F/>y?, With regard to the State: Let the 
kenlembrance of thofe unexpeBed Lengths^ to 
which the Iniquities and Diftradions we have 
been reviewing were carried, teach us to be- 
ware of the Firji Motions towards National 
Trouble*. 

The Beginning of Strife, efpecially betweeft 
Prince and People, or between two powerful 
Parties of the latter, is as when one letteth out 
Water: and *tis impoflible to fay, where the. 
Breach may end, or the Inundation be flopped* 
I am willing to believe, no very confiderable 
Number of thofe Perfons, who firft engaged 
in the Meafures wc have been recolledting, 
had any Thoughts of taking fuch Steps as 
they (bon after foqnd, or thought they found* 
lieceflkry. But, alas ! when well- fettled Con- 
fl^itutipqs iift pi^ce unadvifedly broken in upoA; 

wh?4 
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vfh^n yiin'^ Pailions are heated, and their 
Jealoufie^ fet tQ wprk ; no Man can forefeet 
hoyf far thofe ab^ut hin)> pr even bimjeif^ 
fnay afterwards be parried. The Gradation 
was^ by our Forefathers, found but too na«- 
tural, frpm Backbiting and Calumniating their 
Crovemours, to Whifperings and iecret Cabals 
^igainft them ; from Wbijperings to Swellings 
and Menaces ; from Swellings t& Tumults and 
riotous Afiemblings : whence the Tranfition 
became alnioft unavoidable to open and avow*- 
ed Rebellion; till after having p^ed through 
a Sea of Blood of their FelkmrSubje3s^ they 
fcrupled not at laft to embrew their guilty 
Hknds in that of their anointed Sovereign. 

Now all tbefe T kings were our Examples \ to 
the Intent we JhouU not luji after evil Things 
as they aljh lufted: that we fhould not indulge 
a wanton Humour of difturbing Settlements, 
but ihould know when we are well. We 
flioiild hence learn the Folly, as well as the 
Iniquity, of giving Way to the Siiggeftions 
of Spleen and Refeatment againft our Supe-> 
riors, and Qf engaging fo far in Party- Dif* 
putes, as to put it out of our Power either Xi^ 
retreat with Safety, or to proceed with Inno- 
cence. Let us reverence the Lawsz% the bell 
Prefervatiyes of our Liber4ieSf and cheerfully 

pay 
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pay all that Honour and Obedience tb om 
Gracious Sovereigriy ^ich Reafbn and Rtti- 
gipn demand from us* l^e crying Sift Wfe 
^re this l>ay afiembled to lament> and tht 
Calatmitiics that fucceeded it, are a ft^ndihg 
'Admonition to us againft ra(hly citdftih|; 
Thofe, mho prami/e us Liberty ^ bfiitlKro&ld ii^ 
'^ Pr^uibility, perhaps Avd^^ut being tiiMti*? 
lelves aware of it^ ib(»i bring ut into BonJagB. 

CiviK me Leave to Aibjc»n the like OrndoOsf 
^ith regard to the Ecclefiafiital Bait of ^n» 
Conftitutiob^ againft the like enihaiing Pre^ 
fences 6£ farther Liberty and a ^«r^j^ ^^^ 
vufttm* \ 

Reformation is cpnfefie^ a ^orioos Wosk| I 

ffrhere It is indeed wanted; where the. Cor- 
ruptions tomplained of are real ones ; whci^ 
the Advant^es reafonabfy expected will cqun^ 
terbalaxxre tl^ Hazards attending all merely 
0uman Attempts this Way s where it is be^ 
gun iiegttlarly and by proper Authority ; where 
it is conducted not only by warm Hearts but 
cool Heads ; ipid concluded by fuch as iaiow 
how to build as well as how to pidt d(ywn. 
Such a RefomutioQ this Church and Nation 
was once blefied with. But when fome of omr 
Forefathers^ not content with Throwing off 
^ Bnrden pf ItonUfi CerenonieS;, and thek 

ftill 
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AiU id's tofemble Superftitioift' ^d fdc^Silli^H 
jinrept fbrwarid, kk ihdjt lexe^^iEeiii ^t^m 
^twiy Deoencf and Splimnny «Qt(l PrkdiUvl 
IJrage ; Jiihb Ootafeqiainoes w)Br« lu£h jiis t ImM^ 
«ipt «bm repeat in Narrmmi ^aii fttdi a$)< I 
|>re{uine, no Lover of his Ccmntty tvbttld wi^ 
to fee tepeated an F»iS^ atid £x{>eriefleev 

fint our prefgni Reformi^s arc better ac* 
quainted with die Nature dad Principles of 
Religions Xibe%, thftn- th<eil- Ji'orefkthfert 
iireec : fifey tvOuld make i very d^flfe^eAt VCe 
p£ Pdwtr tf it #ej« ia ^TS^*- iH^ttclg. "NA^ 
ibme.bf them (fdr'it is fe¥ fmm being the 
iMSipxkgt <bf ti»^ ^) t*>dtild fai^ petfua^ 
psi they mozti m Barm^ta the Chuttk v^ 
ingiand in thsir- Attempts to \d^#lve it ot^ 
cveky jF&Mtf/» Seconty* I "Hki^^u^ dif^cll^ to 
^ueftion ^e Sittcedty of Tufih P^ o&ffiohsv Ydc 
{ I hope ) we Uiay hiv« Leive to r^embei'; 
"dial iot Men to /tf/>J ^/making a good Ufe of 
the Pov«<ei- th«y wa&t, '&nd ti& make a good 
Ufe of the Po*v*'f idiey «i^oy, i&tfw? he^ very 
different 'f hings» Aftd» had we ftoi fo g&bd 
Evidence of this Truth from EicperieHcet yel 
a liede J^ooiy might be excfuM from the 
a)»parent temper of i&tsA kte t%ampidA6 oF 
JMerty\ whofe l^ ©f its Name is Hot eveii 
jfii OMch ai d C/c«^ of di<a^ ankiikl Purpofes 

towards 
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towards us. For furely, no great Matters can 
be depended on from the Tolerating Spirit of 
thofe Perfons, were JFe upon Terms of fup- 
plicating it^ who can allow themfelves in^al! 
the Arts of Mifrepreientation^ in order to 
blacken the Reputations of thofe Advocate; 
for our Faith while livings and their Memo«- 
ries when d^ad* who had &t them Examples 
of a r(al Moderation in every Refped;, the 
Force of their Reaibnings only excepted. 

After all, we might afk, ^^ What there is 
In.the Church eftablifhedf that calls fo loudly 
for a Reformation?** But there is the leis 
Occafion (would the Time permit) tp deicend 
to the Particulars of this Challenge, not only 
becaufe Theft hav^ been over and over fully 
vindicated, but becaufe fome of the prefent 
FriendSv to Liberty (its onfy¥nen6s as thqr 
would be thought) are pleaied tQ declare opeur 
ly againft the Wbolt of this, and all other 
Religious Settlementfj as fucb* To fatisfy 
Them^ (it feepis) all Inclofures muft be 
thrown down, all Unity of Faith and Uni- 
formity in Worfhip given up, as of no Mo<» 
ment; and nothing required as a Term of 
Communion^ or even as a Qualification for the 
Teachers in Religion, but the Profeffiori, " that 
Jesus is th? Christ,** or (ap they fome*'- 

times 
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times ^eak, more indefinitely) of "what is nt- 
cejjary to denominate a Man a Chrijiian. I ftay 
not new to examincy how far this Scheme is 
feconclleable with the Dire£tions» which 
CHRIST and His Apojlles have left us, 
relating to the Cbrijiian Cburcb ; nor how far 
it may be really praSlicable. But we muft be 
allowed to enquire. What Confequences are to 
be expedled from this thorough Reformation^ 
fuppofing they could be gratified ? They wiU 
promife ns a Glorious State of univerfal Liberty. 
But, is it to be imagined, that a Nation, re** 
taining the leaft Concern about Heligion, 
could for any Time continue in fuch fts State 
as this ? Would all Chriftians be at Qnce fist 
at Liberty from their Pafiions and their Pre« 
judices ? And particularly, would the Teachers 
of Religion (for Teachers^ I fuppofe, there 
muft be fi) long ^ there is Religion) be by th*fe 
means divefted of that Lufi of Power t from 
which Some at prefent 4;^^^ to be under fuch 
dreadful Apprehenfions ? Alas I the Denomi^ 
nations of the contending Parties might be 
changed, but the Contentions themielves would 
remain as fierce as even We ihould foon 
have Teacher letting up againil Teacher ; 
each propofing a dififercnt Interpretation of 
|he One jirticU, apd a different Account of 

what 



what is neceffdry to ie)ftoniindti a Man a Cbrtf^ 
tian J eich zeft}ous fbr the Prevalence of his 
i3wn 5 and probably the more lb, ih Propor- 
tion to the Hopes, he riiight flatter himfelf 
with, of bfeing able -to icJraw the, then ^a^ 
innh pHbUek- Encouragement^ towards it. In 
*fe© mean While, thofe of the Pe^ple^ '^vhom 
thi* Scheme. ihbuld find in a Poftufe of In- 
4Sff4reftcfe to all Religioiij, would foon be ad- 
VaHded ' by it into ih^ ^Mt vf the Sccr^fuU 
Whiift'it wo^ild drive thfe more devoat into 
the A*rns df th^ Aomijh Ehlifikryt Of the 
tt^, fome Would fall lA with &nfe Leader, 
fotoe With anbthfef J i>Hi^ declaring fbr Paaf^ 
dkdth^'r fdr ApHUs^ ^^ird iFor Cepbis^ ^d a 
^foutrfh difckim^g all lUbbrdiKftte Authority or 
Iiii^a<^i«>h; isihd infilliflgoh his im^iedktti Re- 
lation to CHRIST. The DiftraStipns mUft 
nfceds hty f^rjokie Time^ moft deplorable i; 
*Snd thelifiuetfif them. If ouf Situation with 
refpSiSb to our Neighiours he coniiderfed, pro- 
bably Aot ihikch lefs Co. Only of ihiis much 
We may be well affured ; that no Ifliie of them 
could be more dreaded by the Enemies, or 
more heartily prayed for by the Friends (I fay 
not, odidiigion only, but) df all *oaIUdble Li- 
beHy^ than a. Revival of that eatceUeqt <£ibi- 
bliihment/ Which, as -olii.iri&^ ^Dd^ fblba Sa- 
crifice, 
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Martyr y at tl\e J^a4 of it j wh^ch wasfi^ce^^ 
by G o ix'$ good Proyid^cnce^ wojiderf\iJly r^-, 
fto^^tdy and ip ftiJUi gr^jpipwfly cqntinmi to ps ^ 
and which^ if wp are co^cn^ to l^af n Wif-^ 
dom at the Expcin:e of our Forefathers, v?©. 
(hall not again wantonly caft a\vay from us. 

To conclude* ' The Goniititutipn. we live 
under is, in both its Branches fo, happily fi- 
niated, as to partake of the beijie^ial Influen- 
ces of ^juji Authority and ^foker Liberty y and 
tq avoid the Extremes of Tyranny on ono 
Hand, and Licentiot^nefs oiji the oth^r : A 
Conftitution, under which we m^y be as fe- 
cure, as any th^ng.Humaff^ caA fecure us, in 
our Peribns and our Properties, in our Lives, 
and ( which are juftly yet dearer to us ) our 
Confciences: A Conftitution, by a due Im- 
provement of the Advantages, whereof, we 
may be ea^ in this World, and happy in a far 
better. — Let us then at on^e (hew ourfelves 
worthy of thefe Bleflings, afid fecure th^ Con- 
tinuance of them, by ^rendering unto Cefar the 
Things which are Cefar' Sf and unto GOD the 
Things that are GOD's : Expreffing our Af- 
fedtion for our Country, by praying for its 
Peace, and by contributing our honeji Induf- 

a Matth.XXII. 21. 
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try in pur proper Stations, toward its Pro/i^ 
perityi and our Zeal for our Hbly Religion^ 
by a conftant and devout Attendance oA its 
Worship and its Ordinances, and by adorning 
it with all the Virtues and Graces of a trul^ 
Cbrijlian Life. — ^ Schemes of farther 'Liberty ^ 
or greater Perfe^ion^ look plaufible in Theory 
and iilviting at a Dijiance*, and might per* 
haps anfwer our Expeftaticfns tokrably Well 
upon a nearer View, Were both the principal 
Conduftors pf them, afid their fubofdinate 
Inftruments, fuch purely rational fuch in* 
tirely dijpajjionate Beings^ as unexperienced 
Projeftors generally prCfilme upon finding 
them to be. But, 'till this is the Cafe; that 
is, 'till we arrive at that Jeritfalem which it 
above, and which alone is perfe^/y, becatift 
it alone cotdd htfecurely^ Pree; let Us cheer* 
fully comply with thofe Reftraints, which 
Pur prefent Situation renders rieceflary fat tis i 
And, ^wbereunto we have already attainedi 
let us walk by the fame Rule^ let jus mind th^ 
fame I'hing. 

a Phil. III. 16- 
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Isaiah LVltl. 3^ pirt i^ 

tFhBrtfore have wefafted{kiy they) and 
Thu feefi not? WheJefore have w^. 
^ffliSied (mr S.ouJy and!l^m tahft na 
Knoitdedge f 

SG A K € E any Thing appeared Mofetearfy^ 
or has all along i)een morejdiilingulfh^ 
able, in xht Nature of fdUen Man^ 
than a certain Relu&ance^ whidb \» 
diicovers upon almoft every iDtccaiion of X)if-* 
jdppointment or Uneafinefs^ againfl jacknoipr^ 
ledging or even fufpefting .rfae tCaufe to be 
within ihimfelfi Nor is this obfervable only 
\vi^ Jingle P-erfons^ hut often in Parties, and 
^naetimes in whole Communities, of Men, 
In the Glory of any Publiok Succeff^ they 
can be very well contented to take their 
Share: But, when Affairs are lefs profperons, 
we find them equally di^>(^e4 tp renounce all 
' G Preten- 
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Pretcnfions to the B/ame; little folicitous where 
tiat may reft, provided' it be not brought 
ibome to themfelves. 

" The Paflage before us will> I think, fur- 
nifli us with a remarkable Inftance of what 
is here obferved., — From feveral Parts of this 
fublime Prophecy it appears, that the yewijb 
People were at this Time chargeable with 
many grofs Deviations from the Law of Goi>> 
many abominable Corruptions both in Prin- 
ciple and Praftice. Accordingly the Prophet 
is here ordered to ^cry aloud and not Jparei 
tojhew the People their T^ranfgreJJiony and the 
Houfe of Jacob their Sins. Such Information, 
one would imagine, might have been but 
little wanted in their Circumftances. And ' 
yet, it feems, all this while, as if their Bcr 
haviour had been in every refpedt irreproach- 
able, they could be very afiiduous in perform-* 
ing the outward A6ts of Devotion, and even 
familiar with their Maker in their Exprefiions 
of it. They feek me daily (faith God) and de^ 
light to know my Ways ; as a Nation th^t did 
Righteoufnefs, and forfook not the Ordinance of 
GOD ; they ajk of me the Ordinances ,of Juf- 
tice ; they take Delight in approaching to 
GOD* Nay, fo infenfible were they of their 

a Ifakh LVIIL i, a, 3. 

own 
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6wn Degeneracy, or fo very little acquainted 
with God's Perfc6kions, as to be at a Lofs to 
account for the Unfuccefsfulncfs of their for- 
mer Addreffcs, and almoft ready to afcribe it 
to a Want cither of Power or Goodnefs in the 
Deity. Wherefore have ns>e fajled^ laid they, 
and Tbdufeeji not ? Wherefore have we affiiSi^ 
ed our Soul 9 and Thou takeji no Knowledge? 
•^Strange! that ^ a Jlnful Nation^ a People 
laden with Iniquity^ a Seed of Evil-Doers^ 
Children that were Corrupters, Ihbuld want an 
^ ArifWer to this Queftion ! —Let us, however, 
fufpend our Admiration till We have rcflcdled 
a little, whether ourfelves may not be in fome 
degree concerned in the foregoing Obfervation. 
We of this Nation have ?Xxt,2Ay five feveral 
Times prefented ourfelves before Almighty 
God ; deprecating His Judgments of which 
we were juftly afraid, and imploring His 
Blefling on the Counfels and Arms of our So- 
vereign : And, in order to do this with the 
greater Solemnity and the more Succefs, we 
have (in Conformity with the pious Injunc- 
tion of our Superiours, and with the Prac- 
tice of the Church of God in all Ages) joined 
Fafiing with our Prayers on thefe Occafions^ 
Of what Efficacy all this may have been, it 

' a Ifti. I. 4. 

G 2 becomes 
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becomes sot us to pronoimcp. BstU Without 
tttet!»pk;ing any Comparifoil of our ptetbnt 6i-» 
taation with that we wore in at die Coizh 
ihenccmcnt of the War, or ipecif^mg -imj; 
Events that h^vtoccur'd in the Progrefs of 
it ; without dtfiring to Tob God of the dory 
of any of our Succefles, or thofe brave Men^ 
that havt hazarded theiirLivei unto the Deaths 
of our due ThaAkS for any ftafonalMe JOe^ve-^ 
ranees or uneiq)e<fted Advantages, which by 
, His Bleffing they have gained for us ; I |)f 6^ 
£^me, the Appointnlent of this Sixth Day of 
Humiliation will juftify a Suppofal, hccauie it 
implies an Acknowledgment, that our former 
Fafts have not yet procured for tis aU thofe 
favourable Returns frpra Heaven, whicfi we 
defired and hoped for from them. And what 
now is the Ufe we make of this ? In Jufticc 
to our Govcrriours indeed, it fhduld he fc* 
membered, that they have iii Ais very Ap^- 
|)ointaient fuggefted the Confidenttiont which 
ought always to- be nppermoft in out Thou^HS 
on this Subjcft. But, is this infa& ihe Vtei*' i 
^ft4ierem >ve are mofi: apt to confider thelb 
•Things? A little Conversation with Men ^/ 
bi Political Schemes will convince us olf the 
^Contrary. Talk, for inftance, with Manydi 
thefe ; and You will hear much of the Perfi- 
- • • • ^ dioufhefs 
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diou&ttfe of fomc Nc^hbaiiring Powcfs, and 
the Inaiftiyity andtrnfeafonableiDfel^s of q- 
thcrs ; of the Iirfufiiciency of Treaticsrin fom« 
form» Reigns ; and of th« £mx)uragcinent 
.given t€it ottf Eoeafues abrt>ad by ow Faxons 
at honpic. Talk agaia with Others i and You 
will find our Mijfibrtuncs firft gEcatly aggra* 
yated^ and thetf afbribcd fntirefy to the Mif- 
management olf Publick Afiairs> and to th« 
Weaknef^ or the Wickednefs of Perfons enr 
trailed with thtJ Direi^ion of them.. And* as 
to 'p?f titular Enterprizesj when Mta have 
charged the Failure of our fanguinc Expciaa-? 
tixms .tQ the Impetiiofity of one Leader^ or 
thd Inexperience of another, perhizps the Vn-t' 
faithfulnefs of a tl^ird, and the Want of a due 
Harmony between the principal Condudtdrjs 
in th^m all^ they think th^ have given a 
/itfZf. S^u^on of the refpeAive Cafes » and 
f rouble no^ themfelves with looking zoj^farr 
tbfr : Thus widely difFeidng in thoeir partku* 
lar Accounts j but All agreeing ta tkan tbtm^ 
fifties of any Share in the Blame ; and Moil: 
(I it,2x) Jq f(sar varying from the Pattern in my 
Text; as to leave God and Pr^vid^nce quite 
out of their Calculations. 

My Defign in faying thus much is np^ (You 
will eafily believe) to enter farther into Pa^r 
, ticulars 
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ticulars little deferving your Attention on this 
pious Occafion. What I would obfervc upon 
the whole is, that, in rcfting thcfe Matters 
where we commonly do, our Enquiries end 
where they ought only to begin. Be the Faults 
on all Sides for the prcfent fuppofed-^ great 
as even Party-Vehemence can reprcfent them ; 
yet the Reflexions, in which W^ are . moft 
nearly intercfted, remain ftill to be made. 
For ( to ufe the Words of Holy ^ Job) Who 
knoweth not in all tbefe^ that the Hand of the 
LORD hath wrought this ^ The Folly, but 
cfpeciaHy the Wickednefs, of Men muft in-:- 
deed be charged to their own Hearts : But 
they cannot, either of them^ operate farther 
or otherwife than God gives them hednie : 
To His Fermijfion therefore, if not DireEtion^ 
we fhould always refer the EffeSts they pror 
duce ; -and then attentively confider, ' what 
Inftrudtion He intends to convey to us by 
them. This is the Light in which the infpir 
red * Writers conftantly teach us to coniider 
jCafes of this Kind. But we need go no farr 
ther than to the following very appofitc Paf- 
iagc of our Prophet * Ifaidb z Who gave Jacob 

a Job XII. 9. i> See in p^rtlqylar 2 Sam. XVI. ) i. 

Proy. XVI. 4. IfiuahXLV. 7. Amos III. 6. clfai, 

•(XLII/24, 25. 
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to the Spoih md Ifr^el to the Robbers? Did 
not the LORD^ He againjl whom they had 
Jinned? For they did not walk in^ His Way 9 
neither were they obedient unto His Laip* 
Therefore He bath poured upon him the Fury 
of His Anger ^ and the Strength of Battle 1 
and it hath fet him on Fire round about ^ yet 
be knew it not ; and it hath burned him, yet he 
laid it not to Heart. In which Words every 
People or Nation encompaffcd with the Dan- 
gers and expofed to the R^avages of War, may 
diftinftly read, " By whofe Appointment it is 
that they find themfelves in fuch a Situation; 
^* What has been the meritorious Caufe of it 
on their Part ; and " What Kind of Beha- 
viour every fuch Pifpenfation d^niands from 
them. ?-T- They are to lay it to Heart; that is, 
to make ferious Refleftions upon it, and fuit* 
able Applications to themfelves froni it. And, 
if to their other Preparations againft the Dan- 
^tvs of their Country they have heretofore 
added folemn Addrefles to Almighty God, 
they may well afk themfelves in the Lan- 
guage of my Text (not by Way of familiar 
]^xpoJiulation with their Maker, but of impar-- 
fial Examination of their own Confcience^) 
fVherefore have wefajled^ and Qod feeth not ? 

Where^ 
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Wherefore have we affii^ed our Soul, and Hfi 
fahth • no^ Knowledge ? 

This thcfn is the Ufc which 1 take Leave tq 
make pf thcfe Words. And in order to adapt 
)S^tm to the more immediate fiuiinefs of the 
f)i*efent Solcmnityj I Ihall apply them to iki 
t)afe of a tfaiion after repeated Fajis Jitil en^ 
ptgid in a doubtful and hazardous War ; and 
fliall reduce What I would offer thereupon 
l|n4*f the following Heads of Enquiry ; 

. . I. Fir/iy To what Reafons any People thus 
circumftanced may moji probably afcribe 
the feemihg Unfuccefsfulnefs of their fbrr 
mer Fafls and Hunjiliations. 

- II. Secondly, How far We of this Nation 
have Caufe to think ourfelves concera'd 
in any of the Cafes fpecify'd. And> aor 
cordirig as we may appear to be fo> 

III. T'hirdfyf What remains to be done on 
pur Party in order to recommend oun* 
felVes more fuccefsfully to the Divine 
Favour and Bleffing for the Future. 

J. The $iy^ of thefe Enquiries muft be 
Entered upon with fpme Cautwn. For " known 
Unto God, arnd to Him (^^^^-with infyllibU 

i Afts XV. i8. ^ • 

Certainty^ 
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Certainty, are all His W^rks from the Begin* 
uing Qf tbi WarU. Tlic Gfoundsr of G o d's 
Proosddicigs, tho' in aU Cafed juiV and right 
in then^elvBSf jet piay in many Cafes be out 
of the ileach of curDifcernmmt > And when- 
foever they arc fb^ tliey afford IWiitter for im- - 
plicite Acquiefcence, rather than curious Ex-» 
aiaiination, or bold Conjecture. 

The Truth is, from the prefent 'DtfiUe Dif- 
penfations of Providence towards Indvoiduals^ 
or even Comnunities, we cannot always £cn:m 
unerring Judgments concerning their real Si- 
tttatidii in rcfpcft to the Favour of Heaven. 
The iacred Hifirory affords us more llian one 
Inilance of Succefs granted to Jinful Nations^ 
virfaen the great Difpofer of all Events has 
thought fic to make xxh of them as Scourgjss 
for the Chaftifement of other finful Nations, 
or as h^uments in the Accomplifliment of 
fome other lefs difcernible Purpofes of his 
Pleafure. However, wc more rarely find Evil 
brought upon aoy Perfems, or even Good with* 
ioJdmfrem them, in their iS5ttf/d>ijc/ Capacity, 
. but for fome Caufe or other Juicing on their 
Fart. And * tohm the Lor d's Hand is thus 
JifhJ tdpy He expefts, that a Nation flaouid 
Jee and cbfcrve it : When Ac Reafons of €!tDD'B 

a.mi. XXVI. 11. 

Proceed-- 
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Proceedings may with Probability be colled:^ 
cd from any Circumftances x)f the Communis* 
ty concerned ; it will always be the Duty of 
fuch a Community to enquire into, and at- 
tentively confidcr, them.-!— To Reafons of this 
Kind I would be underftood to confine the En- 
quiry now before us. 

And, in this View, the Delay of Succefs to 
a Nation's repeated Fajis for a Bleffing on its 
Arms may, I think, generally be afcribed to 
fome DefeSi. in one or more of thefe Particu- 
lars : — ' the Goodnefs of the Caiife wherein 
they are engaged : -^ the Propriety of the 
Means employed in the Profecution of it j «• 
the Salifications and Circumftances oi fuch 
Fafisthemfilves: — or, the Effe^s thefe ought 
to havt had in regard to a {\x1t2lb\t Refornia^ 
tion of any former Mifcondud:. — Of each of 
thefe briefly, and in the order above-men- 
tioned. 

"That thtvt may be Occafion given fuffi- 
cient to juftify a Nation, upon Principles of 
Reafon^ in vindicating its Rights by the Ufe 
of Arms ; and " that C&rifiianity dots not de- 
prive Nations profejfing its Truth of thofe 
Means of Self-Defence which Reafpn allows 
them ; are Points which I fhall here take for 
granted : Becaufe, tho' they have been, and 

m 
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ftill continue to be^ contefted by fbme ; yet. 
have they often, and (I think) unanfwerably, 
been made good by others. But after all^ 
whoever well confiders. What War is, at the 
fame Time that he judges it may be lawful^ 
will allow, that there muft always be fome 
good Caufe to make it fucb. War is a dire<9: 
Appeal to the Court of Heaven : And fure- 
ly; Nothing lefs than a well-grounded Affu- 
ranee, at ieaft a fair Prefumption, of the Juf- 
tice of their Plea, can give any People reafon- 
able Hopes of a Determination in their Fa- 
vour from that impartial Tribunal, And, as 
War is an Appeal of fuch a Nature, that the 
Fortunes and Lives of Millions, nay their yet 
more durable Interefts (the Value of which 
cannot be brought within any of our Compu- 
tations) niuft often be very deeply concerned, 
not only in the IJfue, but in the very Frofecu^ 
tion of it; the Importance, as ' well as the 
Clearnefs, of the Rights contended for, muft 
alfo be a Circumftance always demanding a 
ferious Attention. — That the moft ardent 
Prayers, the moft folemn Fafts, can little 
avail a People unjuftly or unncceflarily going 
forth to Battle, I need fcarce obferve : Thefc 
can nevtr change a bad Caufe into a good one ; 
pr aive to one People any Right to the Poflcf- 

fions 
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fions or the Commerce of another. Nay ra^ 
ther, fhould a Nation wrongfully^ or evea 
rafhly, engaging in War, ^pply ^^ Succefs to 
the fuprcme Arbiter of Conteft$ of this Kind j 
fbch a ProcsccdiO'g muft (gCcQrding to all our 
Notioiis'of Things) provoke Hi? Refeii(nteB( 
toftead of conciliating his Favour : It would 
be to requeft His Patroniig^ to Slaughtfir and 
Bloodshed, te Injuftiee artd Rapine- And, 
tho* Providence nwy, for wife Purpo&s^.ofteQ 
permit Nations, invading the R^bu of Qtbcrs, 
to triumph for a Time in the Poffi^on of 
Spoils taken by Violmcje: Ypt, when any Peo^ 
pie find their. Eiiterprizes defeated, and dieiir 
Humiiiations inefledlual ; well may theft '^^ 
pear among their Articles of Enquiry, ^•Whe- 
ther the Failure of thei]" Purpoies has not been 
owing to^ fame Iniquity in their Caujef And 
♦* Whether they have! not been aJ^Mtia^ 
God's Honour by imploring His BUJJing up- 
on it ? 

And the lake may be obferved in regaird to 
the Means to be employ'd in the Profecution 
of a jnft Caufe, Ti^ true, Human Means 
fhould in no Cafe be fi}ldy or chiefly rely'd 
on : and leafl of all in this, where it ought 
to be ever remembered, that * the Battle is not 

a 2Chn)n. XX. 15. 
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ours i^ GoD^a. . ^ iM% howeverj is asa Ap^ 
plkatknof Hvrong Moaiiifi^ or e^qii a Neg]ieift 
in ap|>ljring ptapor t>ne% from l)etng 00 that 
fUDd>uaC juftifiable^ Idi^t it oaaAot be «^cu^ 
bfe. The •gireat Govcmw of the Univerfc E$ 
tf God ^ OrJer^ and not of Cimfufion ; «nd 
accordingly makes (wjoiat we c^)fecondCatf^ 
kififtally produce thdr fii&As roguUirilf and «if/- 
firmly: Othertwife E&perieiKre and Obfervar 
tioQ cduld be of iittle Uie^ and Wifdom aKid 
Folly would become ralmoft the feme Thing. 
And, tho* the Alitoighty rcferves td Himiislf 
* Power of controlling the Motions and Ope*- 
rations of His Crecttufcfi wheiftfoe^vHer and howw 
Soever He {Aeafes ; and, iti War partiottkrly^ 
takes Sequent OccaEOoos to convince us, 4ibat 
" tberie is no Refirmrit to Him to, faw 6y matfj^ 
x^ byfenx): Yet £be Ground for us to proceed 
upon, in our Deliberations amd Adtions^ ijs 
not, tvhat the Almighty can do^ but what it 
i$ Yes^onabk ^ lis to expe<^ He ^I do i «nd 
^a£bm35le it cannot bfe for us to^exped: eoctm^ 
iOriHnary Inteifpc^fkioiis, whefe th« ordinary 
Means wtioh He has put in oar Power Mne 
'negkSted o(m\(viff\YA. And, if ^ every rPur^ 
.pafiy hxk the cotniborn AiFairti of Life, rec^uires 
^o 'be ^eftail^^ iy Gounfel, ^m*e efpecialiy 

fliould 
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ihould a Nation with good Adwce make Wari 
*rhc Truth is, where proper Meafures arc 
not concerted, much more where unlawful 
ones are made ufe ofi the moft formal Ad- 
dreffes to the Deity would, in Perfons con« 
fcious of fuch Mifmanagcment, be rather In- 
ftances of Prefumption, than Expreffions of 
ftety. And fliould any Thing of this Kind 
evidently appear in the Cafe of a difappoint- 
ed People ; tho', for Reafons already fuggeft- 
ed, they ought always to look higher for the 
fupreme Dijpofer of their Affairs, and nearer 
home for iht original Source of any unpleafin^ 
Circumftance^ attending them ; yet it would 
be natural for them alfo to afcribe their Dif- 
appointments to that Unfkilfulnefs or Un* 
faithfulnefs, as to the immediate Infirument^ 
by which they would, on this Suppofition, be 
{q vifibly occafioned. 

But a farther Defcd, more fuitable to my 
prefent Purpoie to coniider, may be in the 
Salifications of a People's Fqfts and Humilia- 
tions in tbemfehes. This is indeed the Defeft 
principally iniifled upon by the Prophet in 
•the Context; which I will not repeat at 
large, after it has been jufl read to you. 
From which Paifage, compared with others 

a Ifai, LVIII. the Leflbn for the Day. 

on 
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on the fatne Subje6t> we may coUedt the three 
|blIowing< principal Requifites of a National 
Faft, on Occafion of War : -^ An unfeigned 
Humiliation both of Body and Mind ; in Op« 
poiition to fuch an Hypocritical Performance 
of this Duty, as allows of private Indulgences 
of our fenfual Appetites (here called. Finding 
PleafureJ or fuch as is principally calculated 
to engage the Obfervation and " Applaufe of 
Men : , — An humble Application for, zndfn- 
cere Rtliance upon, the Divine Bleffing on the 
JJik of proper Means ; in Oppoiition to a Self- 
fv^cient Confidence and arrogant Glorying in 
cur own Migbtp Policy, or Alliances, &c : — 
And.laftly, an humane T*emper of Mind to- 
ward All, but particularly a Readinefs to re- 
drefs the aggrieved and relieve the diftreffed ; 
in Oppofition to Strife and Debate with Equals, 
Infolence and Oppreffioh toward Inferiours, 
and efpecially an unfeeling Hardnefs of Heart 
toward the indigent and afflidted. I need not 
enlarge upon thefe Particulars. If Self-Indul- 
gence and Hypocrify; if Prefiimption and 
Confidence in our own Strength i if rigorous 
Exactions upon the defcncelefs, and Want of 
Bowels for the miferable ; can be more un- 
feafonable at one Time than at another; that 

a Matt. VI. 16. &c. 

Time 



Time mmft be. whm we profefs to hmnhki 
Durfelves in Duft and AShi^s ioifilcHiog Par^ 
don Icir ps^ Sins^* and Protedioa ^aioft ^4- 
pending Dangers. — A Faift, attdndcd with aH 
or .any of the ^itiadiig Ciitmrailances aboire^ 
meotionod, can ftever be ^>&^ Fi^ tunfeVA GIOD 
hasrhofem nor fhoulfi a People tbtgus oviy/if- 
fliSing their Saul be at a Ijoft to Aaftrer^ 
Wherefore He taketh m Kmnviedge. 

Efpecially if , in the laft Pllace» their fomier 
HunxUiations liasire ^ failed of |>rQdticing t 
proper Reformatim dE paft Tranfgreffions* «-^ 
^* That Impiety and Iniquity^ whether in fingle 
Peifons or in Communities^ is tbatMbwrnnaUd 
"Thing which God bat^b ; and Whkih, vIkaSSt 
unreformed^ He will by no means iuifFer ito 
ticziptfinalfy ur^Minifhed : ^that» tfao'Perfonal 
Guilt need Qot, Jtt Natbnal Wdcbedneis mxA^ 
receive its Puniibment in the prefent World : 
*' that therefore National £iefarmation is i^^ 
ceiTary to avert National Judgments^ and td 
engage the Pavoor of the Almighty* efpoablfy 
fwhen the Hofi gaetb forth againft ,tbeir •£»- 
mies : and " that TAir ha^ appeared in the Ge* 
neralConT& of Providencethro'odt all idle Re* 
cords of former Ages, with which weliave acef 
Acquaintance :"'---^Tbefe are Particulaits* whkji 
I muft not here Aay to illuftrate. And furely> 

the 
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the mibO: foleffin Mdf^efes to the Majefty of 
Heavcn^an make no DifJerence in Favour of 
an impenitent People, but rather the confrary; 
it being a Truth moft agreeable to the clear- 
eft of our natural Notions, that * G o d bear-^' 
etb not Sinners^ my that ^ the Sacrifice of the 
Wicked is an jibomindtion to Him. Indeed, to 
imagine, that a few Prayers, or even Fajiings, 
fhould attone for a general Neglefl: and Vio- 
lation of God's other righteous Laws, would 
be to afcribe to the Judge of all the Earth 
fuch a Degree of Unconcernednefs for his 
own Honour and Authority, as we fhould call 
by any Name rather than that of Goodnefs in a 
Man like ourfelved. However, God's People 
of old having been furprifingly fond of this de- 
iufive Perfuafion, we have His exprefs Decla- 
rations, by their Prophets and Righteous Men^ 
upon this very Point, written for our Learn^ 
ing. And well may Nations in general by 
thefe be admmifhedy if at any Time the BlefP- 
ings they have been earneftly requefting are 
* turned away^ and good I'hings withholden 
from them, that fuch Delays are to be char^ 
ged, not to any Failure on God's Part, but 
4o Something amifs on their own : That vain 
will their moft coftly and painful Services al- 

. a^Joh, XI. 31. b Prov. XV, %: ♦ ^ c Jir. V. 2c. 
'• H ways 
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^ays be, if fipt aocompalijr'd »wth iivioard 
Piety and unif<>rm Holinefp of Lif? : la (hort, 
that for the Want of Tbefe, the moft pttn- 
aual Compliance with outward and vcc^oual 
Obfcrvances (how commendable foever in it- 
fcU) can by no means compenfate. Nume- 
rous are the Paffages to this Purppfe, that oc- 
cur efpccially in the Pr^bettck Writings} 
and a very remarkable one Yoii will eafily re- 
collea fiom Ihc 'Beginning (>f the Evangelieai 
Prophecy to which I have fo often refcr'd. 
Bu^ I may content myfelf with citing only 
Ihat which follows j the rather, as it combes 
almoft immediately after, and gives a diftina 
AniWer to, the Queftion in my text. " Be^ 
bold the LORD'S Hand is mtpfrtened, that 
it cannot fave » nor Hk Ear heavy, that, it cm- 
not bear. But Tour Iniquities have Separated 
between fou and Tour GOD} and Tour Sins 
Uve bid His Face from Tou, that He mil mt 
jjear. A Declaration fo exprefs, as ta, want 
no Comment ; but at the fame Time of fuch 
Mwncnt, as cannot be confidered with too 
jnuch Attention, or with two much Impar- 
rti^dity apF^y'd, by Thofc, who \mcforJome 
rears been implofisg th« Divine Aid aad 
Proteaion. 

II. How 



3p[., Hov(^ ^af ^e of thh Natidn ire con- 
cerned in this or any of the Cafts before-^ 
mentioned i it may therefore now be fea* 
fonablQ for Us> in the Second Place, td 
enquirci 

And here (tkdt 1 tAzy tegin with tl^i 
Which was^y&yif fuggcftcd) I trtrft, we haw 
m>thing to reproach ourfclve* with, in regard 
to the Jufiicey or even the Nece^y^ of thd 
}f^ars^ in Which we are at prcfent engag^i 
The Former was not declared by usj 'till 
loudly call'd for by the united Voice of the 
whole PeiDpIc} after long Forbearance, and 
flumb^rlefs Injuries received in a Party whd-e^ 
)sa thefe Kingdoms mufl: d^i^ays be veiy fenii-^ 
Uy affededi And^ as td the Lattery our Ca£i 
(I hope) is equally i:lear : This has lately beea 
farted upoti us by our rcfllefs Neighbours ^ 
wlio^ as if refehting that We ihou'd prettnd 
to exceed them in Faithfulnefs to £ng^c«« 
irients, which they entered into with equal 
Sbiemnityy and upon l^erms to them iwc moro 
tdvsGiltageous ; have prefumed to threaten, not 
isniir Commerce only, but our Laws and Li^ 
berties, our Government and our Holy ReB* 
ghm. If there can he a juftifiacble Occafion &r 
ftj^aiing to Heateti in the Ufe of Arms (ai 

H 2 unqueftion- 
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unqucftionably there may) the neceflaiy De- 
fence oi allTbefe muft certainly be allowed to 
hcfucb an dccafion* And if, in the Progref3 
of a long and complicated War, any Doubt 
/hould arife about particular Incidents ; I fee 
not what Private Perfpns (unacquainted as 
they may well fuppofe themfelves to be with 
the Whole of fuch Tranfadlions ) can think 
more fuited to their Station, than to refer 
Cafes of this Kind to the Wifdom of the Au'^ 
tborized Guardians of our Publick Intereffs ; 
Ivhofe ferious Attention they will always (no 
doubt) highly deferve. 

Which laft Obfcrvation I would paf'ticular^ 
ly apply to the next Article of Enquiry above 
hinted at^ namely, the Propriety of the Means 
made Ufe of in the Profecution of the War* 
-?-* Tbefe mttft, in the Nature of Things^ be 
previoufly ordered by fome, and put in Bxecu-^ 
tson by others^ whofe Province it is to fuper* 
intend and conduct them* And, as to the 
Diredion or Execution of them when pq/li I 
conceive, Perfons at a Dijiance from publick 
Tranfadlions, and in no Capacity called upon to 
pronounce any Thing concerning them, may 
fairly excufe themfelves from pajpng Sentence^ 
where they may be fb eafily miftaken. At 
leaA, it would ill become me to detain You 

upon 
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upon Enquiries of this Kind, on an Occafion 
f acred to quite other Purpofcs : -Pfpecially 
iince, which wayfoever we fhould find Caufe 
to determine, it wou'd remain equally neceflk- 
ry for us tp go thro' thofe other Heads of 
Examination, in which we arc all of us far 
more nearly concerned. Qnly let me not leave 
this Article without briefly pbferving ; that 
there is a Deferenfe fo Authority^ which Rea- 
fbn and the. very Nature of Society require : 
That Perfons engaged in arduous Employ- 
ments are not on that Account the lefs enti- 
tled to the fame Candour, which our Reli- 
gion recommends to us all in judging of each 
other's Dcfigns and A<3:ions : And that, were 
the Apojlolical Rule of * Studying to be quiet, 
and to do^ their own Bufinefs, more generally 
pbfcrVed i perhaps publick Order would be no 
worfe preferved i but certainly the Minds of 
particUflar Perfons would be lefs apt to ^ dif^ 
quiet themjehes in vain, lefs ' careful and trou^ 
hied about many Xkings, to the fatal Negleijt 
of (what is at leaft comparatively fpeaking) 
fh.e one Thing needful. — Bi^t to proceed. 

Fain would I perfwade myfelf alfo, that we 
Are competently cleat with regard to t;he Na^ 
ture j|n.d Circr/Lmfkances of our paft and prefent 

a iThcff.IV.ii. b PfaLXXX^C.6. c Luk.X.41,42. 
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Faftings : that the inward Seriwfnefs^ Dcvor 
tion, and Self-Abafemcnt of our HumiliaticmQ 
have been in fome Good Degree anfweraMe to 
the outward Decency and Solemnity of them i 
that we have not been mocking Ooi>, by ap- 
proaching His Throne with Profeffions of Cm^ 
jidence in His gracious Aid, whilft our chief 
l^rujl has been in Chariots and Horjes^ or in 
our own Counfel and Strength fc^ the War : 
and laftly,.that, inftead of Rancour and Prone- 
nefs tp Strife, we have brought with us to 
thefc Rdigipus Exercifes the truly Chrtfiian 
Graces of mutual JLove and Brothcriy Kind- 
pefs ; Hearts open to the tender Imprefiions 
pf Pity and Coinpaflion, and Hands ftretchcd 
forth to relieve the Diftrefles of our indigent 
Brethren, The Report to be made upon thcfc 
inquiries muft indeed be left tp every Man'$ 
own Confcience. Only with regard to the 
itzft: tho' Inftances there always have been, 
Ijnd too many there ftill may be, of cruel Op- 
^reflioH Jjn4 * Grinding the Faces of the Poor^ 
yet (I truft) Unmercifulnefsh not a National 
Vice amongft us, BlejSed be G o n I a truly 
commendable Spjrit of Generpfity and Muni- 
$cence, of Readinefs and trvtnF^rwardnefs t% 
-fupply the WaiDts, and to adoiinifter Comfort 

to 
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to the Diftrcffes, both of the Souls and Bor 
dies of that Part of our Species which la^ 
hours under theni> has for /ome Time been 
exerting itfelf in the Promotion of many tx* 
cellent Charities of various Kinds. And> had 
not our Prayers been hindered by any Thing 
of another Nature i we fhould probably al^ 
ready have experienced the happy Influence of 
our many charitable Foundations -^ and that^ 
under the Blcffing of Providence^ ^our Ahm 
Jhut up in thefe Storeboufes (?is the Son of jS#V 
rach expreileth it) had fouf^ht for us againfi 
our Enemies better than a mighty Shield and a 
firong Spear m 

Bnt» alas ! there yet remains another Head 
of National Self-Examination I and unlefs we 
ihall appear to have ^ broke off our Sins by 
Rigbteoufnefs^ we muft not wonder if they 
continue ftill unexpiated by, that otherwise 
beft of ^«r Sacrifices, jheming Mercy to the. 
Poor. Let us then, with all Impartiality, afk 
Qurfelves, or in Purfiiance pf the prefent Ap- 
pointment /(^r^?// me to zSkfHowfar our for-*- 
mer Fafts have been attended by zfuitable Re*- 
formation in the Inftances at firfi: complained 
of? and pal-ticularly, li^hat Improvement we 
h*ve made in the Practice of Religious f Fer^ 

a Ecclttf, XXIX. 12, 13. b Dan. IV. 27. 
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fonaU and Social Duties, in the Courfe of 
thefe our repeated Humiliations ? 

To begin (where all our Views fhould be 
principdly direfted ) with what relates to the 
Xalory of GOD. -r- Is the Name of God more 
reverently ufcd in common Difcourfe, or the 
Obligation of Oaths more inviolably obferved, 
than formerly ? Are Perfons aqd Things, that 
have been dedicated to His immediate Ser- 
vice, regarded more fuitably to the Relation in 
which they (land ? Is His Worjhip more rc- 
jjularly kept yp in Prin)ate Families ; or riiorc 
univerfally and niore ferioufly attended in the 
Great Congregation ? Is tlizt fmall Portion of 
Time which He, to whom we owe the whole 
of it, was pleafed from the Beginning to con^ 
fecrate to Religious Ufes, lefs commonly or 
lefs publickly propbaned by Worldly Biifinei$ 
or Pleafure I Are thofe Scriptures which were 
given by Infpiration from Him, and which con- 
tain an ineftimable Treafure of Dire^ton and 
Comfort to every ferious Mind> lef§ expofed 
to idle Cavil, to fl;upid BuurleiqyCf to blafphe- 
mous Drollery ? Are Writing? avowedly atr 
tacking their Difvine Authority, *nd tending 
in their direSt Copfequenccs to banifb from 
the Minds of the People ^JR^^wz/a Senti- 
ments, all notio|is not only of a Redeemer 
/ . and 
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and fianiSHficr, but of a Providence, a Judge, 
gnd an Avenger, leii induftrioufly propagated 
by feme, or with more Zeal difcountenanced 
by others ? — If this (hall appear to be the 
Cafe, we may humbly hope, that the Al- 
mighty will in his .good Time, favourably 
^ bear from^ the. ^Heaveni our Pr/iyer and our 
Supplkatkn^ and maintain our Cauje. But, 
fliould the Reyerfe of all this be rather found 
true. His Difregard of our Fails mzy from 
hence be but top eafily accounted for. Vain 
and prefumptuous muft pjnr moil devout Hu-» 
miliations on one Hay in the Tear certainly 
appear, (hould there be Caufe to fuiped:, that 
GOJD is fcarcely in all our Thoughts^ to any 
good Purpofe, for the Remainder of it. Com- 
munities are not lefs concerned than Indivi-* 
duals, in that awful Declaration — ^ I'hey that 
d^Jpife Me Jhall be lightly ejleemed. 

Again : An unrelenting Levity of Mind, a 
prevailing Luxury aijd Fondnefs for fenfual 
Pleafures, equally unfuitable to Men's Cir- 
pumftances and incopfiftent with their Dutyi 
were at iirft coipplained of as National Dif- 
orders among us. And haVe the People of this 
Land in general fince recovered their oncefa-- 
pied Plainnefs> 5erioufneft, and Regularity of 

» 2Chr, VI. 35. ' b 1 Sam. II. 3<>. - . 
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Behaviour? Do we find Men of all Condi^ 
tions grown more willing to deny tbemfehes 
the Uie. not only of fuperfluous^ but even cri* 
minal Gratifications ? Has the Support of a 
confuming War made any viiible Retrench- 
ments from our former expenfive Elegance in 
jprverfians, as well as Drefs and all the Arti- 
cles of Living ? Rather, do we not, in the 
Midft of our Complaints of encreafing Po- 
verty^ ftiU continue to compitfs Sea and Land i 
ranfacklng all the Stores of Nature in order 
to fumifh owtfreP Materials for Pleafure , all 
the Inventions^ of Art in order to dilcover nev 
Kinds of it ? •— The Anfwer to thefe Quef- 
tions muft he left to every one's Ohfervation 
of what pafles before him. But let us not 
flatter ourfelves, that to affiiB our Soui onfy 
for a Z)i?y, to homo down the Hecfd as a Btdn 
rujh^ to fpread Sackloth and Afhes under usy 
in fliort, to itnpofe upon ourfclves, for a fern 
Hours^ all the outward Tokens ^ or even all 
the real Offices, of Abftinence and Morti£k:a"- 
tion, without IVf ©deration in our Enjojrments, 
and a due Government over our Appetites, ^tt 
other Times ; will be admitted as a Fc^ and 
an acceptable I>ay to the hOKD. Let us re- 
member that tremendous Denunciation of the 
Prophet in a Free-thinking . aod; Free-living 

People, 
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Feople, ^ »/« that l)ay did the LORD af 
Hofis call to Weeping md t$ Maurning and to 
Baldneft and to Girding with Sackcloth : And 
Mold I Joy and Gkdnefs^ flying Oxen and 
killing She^g eating Flejh (m4 drinking Wine^ 
f * Let us eat and drinks fw to-morrow we dye^ 
And it was revealed in mine Ears by the LORD 
^ Hofts, Jhyingf Surely this Iniquity Jhall not 
be purged away from you till ye dye^ faith the 
LORD GOD of Ho/Is ! But 

Farther: With fegard to the Relative Ob-: 
ligftt)p»s flibfifting between the .Members of 
the Cbminunity. Has a Reverence for Go-* 
pernment as the OrdiHaftce ^f GODt and for 
Covemours as His Minijfers, of late gained 
any Ground among the ieyeral fubordinate 
Ranks of Men ? Are the facred Tyes of the 
Dome/lick Relation more religioufly comply'd 
with ? Is Jif/tice and Fatrnefs in Metis DeaU 
ings with each other tfiore ftridtty obferved ? 
Is ^ the Labourer thought more worthy of his 
Hire by the Perfon employing him, or is he 
pn his Part mcwre emtent with his Wages t 
Art* Men in general more eafy under the Al- 
lotmentSx of Providence, more induftrious in 
their refpedSSve CallingS,more pundual in ""ren* 

a VA. XXII. 12, 13, 14; h Lttk. X. 7. and IH. 14. 

f Rom. XIII. 7. 
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derhig to all their Due^? And, in Confe-^ 
quencc. Do the Or eat and the Opulent find 
* their Houjes tnore fafe from Fear, and their 
Perfons from Infult and Outrage i Have we 
fewer ^Complainings in our Streets i is * Violence 
more rarely heard in our handy or Wqfiing 
and DeJlruSiion within our Borders 3 — 1 wi(h 
every one's Obfervation would enable him to 
give himfelf a pleafing Account of thefe Mat- 
ters. But if, on the other Hand, an Impa^ 
tience of Refiraints of any Kind, and a Con^. 
tempt of all Order and Authority, be a noto- 
/ rious Part of the CharaSier of the preient Ger 
neration ; if the moft audacious Violations of 
all Laws, human as well as divine, are daily 
committed, and make fqme of -the principal 
Occurrences of our Times ; if Men of Rank 
and Fortune to their Sorrow find, that thof^ 
Perfons, whom their PraSice has for iiAXat 
Time been teaching nQt to fear GQI)^ have: 
at laft, without any fuch Inftrudion, learned 
not to regard Man — May not fuch * Overflow^ 
ings of Ungodlinefs ]\i^y 0ake w afraid^ Can 
we want a Reafon, wherefore we h^^ f^^^ 
and GOD feeth not ? Is it poffible even fof 
Providence, without a miraculous Interpofir 

. a Job XX. 9. b Pf^. CXLiy, 14. c Ifai. IX. 18. 
d Pfal. XVIII. 3. . ■ - 
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tioo^ to fave us ? or^ fhould Goo be pleafed 
to deliver us from our foreign Enemies, muft 
He not work as mighty a Deliverance^ to ref- 
Cue xxsfrom ourfehes. 

It were but too eafy to proceed in a/king 
(would to God it were equally agreeable to 
anjwer!) fuch Queftions as thefe, with re- 
gard to the vifiile State of Religion and Mo- 
rals among us. And yet there remains ftill 
farther very important Matter for Enquiry; 
I mean, thofe Perfonal Sins, thofe ^Plagues 
of our awn Hearts^ which each of us is parti- 
cularly called upon to fearch into and de-^ 
plore ; efpecially when,' on fuch Occaiions as 
this, vrc Jpread forth our Hands in the Houfe 
of GOD. Thefe, when fairly brought to Ac- 
count; and added to our mzny National TrQ,n{^ 
greffions, may too juftly fill us with Shame 
and Confufion of Face : and make us, inftead 
of cxpoftulating with God for the little No- 
tice He has taken of our former Humilia- 
tions, cry out in the penfive Strains of the 
lamenting Prophet, ^ It is of the LORD!s Mer^ 
ties that we are not confumed^ becaufe His Com-^ 
fajjionsfail not ! 

Happy for us, that His Compajions do not 
fail\ Ltt us then, upon the Encouragement 

. a 8 Kin. VIII. jft. b I.am, III. 22. 
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iiifing frdm this Refie(3»n, go on-fo i»h 

III. "fhirdtyy What remaiiis to be done on 
our Part, in order more fuccefsfuHy to 
recommend ourfclves to the Divine Fa- 
vour and Blcfling for the Future ? 

And, after what has been faid, it tmy ht 
proper to obferve, in the Firjl Place, that thtf 
Jeeming TJnfuccefifulnefs of our former Hiimi-* 
liattons mufl by no means difcourage us from 
eontinuing /^^ fame eameft Applications to 
the GOD of Heaven j which, tho* of tbem^ 
fehes iffufficient^ will however always be ne* 
cejjaryf to engage His Protciftion and Favour* 

As there is no PerfeAion, in the JBstercife 
ind Difplay of which God has thoti^t fit to 
cxprcfs a ^^tttr Deligbu than that of Mercy 
znd Loving Kindn^s ; fb there is fc&rce any 
Provocation, of which He has in fttongclf 
Terms exprefied His Refentment, than that 
of a defponding or prophane. piftriift of this 
His glorious Attribute. Hear the remarkabk 
Words of the Prophet Jeremiah ; ^AJk ye mw 
among the Heathen ^ who hath heard fucb 
Things f the Virgin of Ifrael bath done a very 
horrible Thing. But what could give Occafion 

z Jcr. XVIII. 4t4; 12,13* 

to 
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to a Charge lb onuftndly aggravated ? Wbyv 
it feems, when God had faid, BiMd I frame 
Evil dgamji ym^ end devife a Hevkt dgainfi 
yoa : return ye mw every one from his evil 
W^y and make y6ur Ways and your DtAngs 
good: the perverfe Ufc they made of fo gra-, 
cious a Warnmg was this : Hbeyfaid^ There 
is no Hope : hut we will walk after our own 
Devices, and we will every one do the Imagi-^ 
nation of bis evil Heart. Far be it from us, 
to draw any fach abominable Inference from 
God's Thf eatenings, or from the little Know^ 
ledge He may fcem to have taken of our for- 
mer Addrelies to Him. Let us remember 
His fevere Expoftulation with His own Peo-?- 
pic by the Prophet Malachi; ^Tour Words 
have beenfiout againji mey faith the LORD of 
Hofts. Bat, what had thty fpoken fo much tf- 
gainfi Him? The Anfwer wc have in the 
next Verfe; They h^d faid, it is vain tojerve 
GOD; and what Pro/It is it that we have 
kept, bis Ordinances, and that we have walked 
mournfuUy before the LORD ofHoJis ? — Wc 
iee, the Almighty expels (as moft jtiftly He 
may) that Nations fhould wait his Time fo^ 
the Grant of their Petitions ; and is not le& 
diipleafed with their Diftruft of His Good- 

a Mai. III. I3t I4. 

nefs 
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ne(b knd Power, than with their Confidence 
in their own. 

Our BleiTed Lord has taught us Chri/iians^ 
both from his own Praftice and by His In- 
, ftru£tions, to hope for thofe gracious An- 
fwers to our re-iterated Requejis^ which ifc 
not granted to our Jtrji Addreffes for them. 
His Behaviour towards * the JVoman of Ca-^ 
naan is remarkable to this Purpofe. For the 
Tryal of her Faith, and Commendation of it 
to his Followers, even the merciful Jesus 
could put on the Appearance of Deafnefs to 
her Entreaties, and for fome Time hold out 
againft her piercing Cries for Mercy to her 
Daughter. But when (he, not fatisfy'd firft 
with his feemingly difdainful Silence, and 
then with his cold Replies and forbidding 
Evafions, again and again renews her Inter- 
ceflions ; at length, as if overcome by her Per- 
fcverance, He cries ou^, O Woman, great is 
thy Faith ! Be it unto thee even as thou wilt. 
After this, I need hardly illuftrate the fame 
j^oint from ^ the Parable of the Friend impor^ 
tuned to lend three Loaves, or that of the ^un^ 
jufi fudge I the former of which He directly 
applies to encourage repeated AJking after re- 

a Matt. XV. 12 — 28. b Luc. XI. 5— 14. c Luke 
xvm. I, &c. 

peated 



tiis fccy End, ihatMih Bug^t uhmayi f$pt)^ 

. .Ntniic wbatN|w]W)e to oalhs^Stam all thiel 
Gtctainly iiot m)^ % B^ng of Jb&o&i Perfbejt 
tkin lias OcCif^n to be r^mindddoi oiir Waot^ 
or /ifJi^^ Xkligi* in ktejping qi itL Hufpaua 
sbout the Supply of then/ n>tfcrl)r forjtbtt 
Sftke of doing fq $ ieaft of aU^ that he is ca« 
pa&ie of being ntioriid 111/0 Cobtpaifibn by due 
Im^ortiimty mi4 ^^^^^ SpeaJhhig.i^&to. 'Bat 
Gob hath wife and gracious SndG^'tb Iktvc^hf 
thk Method of Proceeding « ' perhaps to abMe 
the Pride and monufy the Selfk-iefiiciencjr of 
vufi Men^ peiilapi to ekesrciiSb^their Faitb 
and Truft In Bis Ooodnefi, and to cberifh iit 
them a jidOb ^ietife of fheir diitim Cependcnce 
on hit Providence J pcrhapd to render His 
Bleilngs> M4^i3k'l4;e hiall at l^g«h thiiik ik 
tdgraftt them, niore juftly vai4ied[,niore tbank'-^ 
full)K received, aiid more difpreecly enjoy'd^ hy 
them. — And, to bring thefc Refkdiow neater 
to Qurjihes: Probably at oyr ^ptrance uppn 
the War, put S?,^rts were npt fudiciently hum- 
bled, iotp ,a due Senfe of o}Jt <ywn Sinfulne||s 
aad Unwort^jia.ej(5 ; or of our Weaknc^fs' in 
ourfelves, and abfolute Want of a fuperior 
Aid: And, had our firft Hanttiiatlons been 

I more 
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inore vifihfy forded by QoD, and our firft 
Addrefles to Him anf^vered by an immediate 
Grant of Victory and Peace ; we might Have 
been but too. forward .(as J fear wc were in 
fomc fhraRcr Inftanccis) to grow elated with 
Succefies fo eaiily obtained, and to a£:ribe 
them ijcholfy to ourlpwn Bravery, Wifdom, or 
Power^ But, if, we have fince learned Obe^ 
dkncef by the Things we hhvffuffered or with- 
out the Divine Help fbon may fuffer : if this 
prefent Humiliation has been performed by us 
with a fiiitable Devotion and Fervency ; with 
a due Degree of Lowlinefs of Mind, and De- 
pendence upon God ; with undiflembled Love 
to each other, and charitable Relief to our 
diftreflcd Brethren. : Who can tell, . whether 
God may not have been "^njQaiting that He 
might be Gracious f Whether He may hot, 
even now, be giving Diredions to thcMinif- 
tcrs of his Plcafiire, ^ to turn our Heavinejs 
into Jty^ to put off our Sachloth and, gird. us 
with Gladnefs ? i 

However, to render our Hopes of this Kind 
in any Degree reafbnable, our Failings muft 
be accompanied by a Jincere Abhorrence of 
pafl: TranJgreJJions, and fucceeded by an en-* 

. a Ifiu. XXX; iS. b Pfal. XXX. ii. 
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tire Turning away from thetn fof the Future. 
Be this then our Next Care : Becaufe • witb^ 
eut tiis, our Oblations wiH be vain, and our 
Incenfe an Abomination ; nay our Calling qf 
Ajfemblies will itfelf be Iniquity, even this So^ 
hmn Meeting. 

What thofe Provocations may be, which 
we of this Land are particularly called upon 
tp lament and forfakc, I fhall not attempt 
farther to fpecify. But it concerns us all to 
remember, that National Reformation muji 
jirji begin with Pcrfonal Amendment. Let 
none of us then fo mourn for the many cry- 
ing Sins of ti)e Nation^ as to forget how much 
may have been contributed to the general 
Load by the Guilt of bis own. Let our Zeal 
frji exert itfelf in an impartial Scrutiny Ibere. 
And, when by an unfeigned Sorrow, and 
humble Applications to the God of Mercy, 
we have fct all right within us ; it will then 
highly become us to look abroad ; and each 
of us, in proportion to the Demands of hi$ 
Station and the Extent of his Influence, to 
affift in promoting the Amendment of thole 
about him, — ^From Perfons in Authority much 
may be hoped for, if they ^ bear not the Sword 
in vain-, if they employ the Power where^ 
a Ifai, I.f3. b Rom. xm 4, 

la with 
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with tftoy PJ* entruftod, *.ffr tbePttm/htntnt 
tfEvih-Dters as well is for thf Pray6<ftbem 
th^ do wf/f.'^Much will likcwife be. erpeft'. 
6d from Mintfiers <if tbt Goj^eU efpccially with 
regard to ihcSwls committed to their Charge j 
to whom it is incumbent on them, as the ^ap* 
pointed WHtcbmtn, ta giv€ fFarntng on every 
juft Apprebenfion of Danger. •-. A^ of m 
uwy'do more than can perhaps cafily be efti- 
mated, by E^samplc, by Advice, by Exhar- 
tjition, by A4moi}ition» and (on Ogcafloas re-* 
quiting it) by friendly Reproof.— Nor let the 
Titmgur Part of my prefent Hearers think 
^foafclye? unconcerned in this important 
Work. *♦ To Ton much u gmn f Whilft ma- 
fly, of the fame N4titre, and at the faone.5«?- 
Jfifi (fJUiffy >*ith yo<ir'!s are employed io la- 
feerioij« ^fervik Offices, probably f<»r Tmtr 
Jfihii t^iiilft.manyoAcra aw aUwoft wholly 
kft t<J the Cortdii^ «f (thofe worft «f Guides) 
fhear own Touthfui Luftn Ye are not only 
bl«fied with Leifiire and t^pportuaitiee foe 
ietiTiiing iU Way tfTaur Duty m(irej>erfiafy» 
tout miky be mightily affifted by Y^t v«ry Si- 
tuation, in contfa<aing early Habits, of Self* 
©oyernmeot, of Decency snid Exwii*^ift«:6 
in Bchftviow>: lidbith whifih if caftied tbto^A 

a 1 Pet. \h «4. b Ezek. XXXIII. % tec. 

With 
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with You into the World (bad as it is) may 
yet enable You to do no inconfidetable Serw 
vice to the Cauie of Ri^formdtion* And need 
I obierye to You, how rcafonably Your kft 
h(9ppy Countrymfem to^y cxpecS from Tou^ that 
Y© ihould communicate to tbetn in this Wiy. 
( fhfc only Way ih which they can partake of 
it) the invaluibl© Benefit of a r^ulat Educa- 
tion; by *Jhewing Tmrfelves unto themt in 
all Things, Patterns rf Good. fTirks r 

In fbort : Something we may, every one ff 
iu^ do towarda thi* gefter al Qood^ by reform- 
ing ourfejves ; by a faithful Diicharge of ouf 
fcfp^iSiva Duties; but efpecially, by our Prayr 
I0fs to Alwghty Goo, F^r we may with 
ixn/b Comfort i^member, that at the Pafri-^ 
arches Interceffion, even Sodom ^ bad been Jpa-^. 
redi could only Ten Righteotis Perfons have 
been found there. L?€t none of us th^n be dif- 
heartened. Vice and Wickednbfi ate indeed' 
ftffWfltd and daring ; and particttfa/lttRznccs^ 
of fheffl make much Noffe in the World := 
And it ittuft be confoffed t6 be a 'Circum- 
ftance not a little difcouraginfg to the Pfiend^ 
0f Virtue, that too many, whom We would 
chofrtabfy, believe Well-wifhers to the fame 
good Caufe, do y?t , greatly phftruct it ; not 

a Tit. II. 7. b Gen. Xyill. 32. 

only 
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only by a Pbarifaical OJientation of their own 
fuperior Holinefsj but by fprcading among 
the People perplexing Notions and dangerous 
E,xphcations of fome very important Points i 
and by railing Accufations againft thofe, whofe 
Province and Dejire it is to inftruft them with 
Words of Truth and Sobernefs. But ftill, Wc 
humbly hope, GOD rejerves to bimfelf many 
Tboufands equally free from Liccntioufnefs on 
one hand, and Enthufiafm on the other ; And 
by JHlis Blefling, under all Difadvantages, the 
■ Light of an undifTembled Worth, jhining he- 
fore Men^ with Candour and at the fame 
Time with Steadinds, in the Pradice of 
good Works y may engage yet More, by a juft 
Imitation, to glorify our Father which is in 
Heaven. 

Vain, however, will all our Attempts to^^ 
wards National Reformation be, unlefs the 
Foundation be laid in National Piety ; in the 
powerfijl Prinpiplcs of Confcience, the pre- 
vailing Motives of Religion. Let it then bfi 
our Farther Care, firi]t to cherifh within ourr 
felves, and then as we h^ve Opportunity to 
promote in others, that ^ Fear of the LORDt 

aMatt.V. i6. b Pfal. CXI. 10. 

which 
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'wbicb is J in regard to Societies as well as In-; 
dividuals^ the Beginning of JVifdom. 

Religious Principles will ever be the bell 
Supports of any^Comnaunity,; either ki Ppacc 
or War. They engngc all Orders of Men in. 
the Performance of thofe Offices, by which 
its Profperity muft ie upheld: They infpire its 
GiyuernourSf both fupreme and fubordinate^ 
with Fidelity to. their great Truft ; its Ar^ 
mies with Courage in the Day of Battle; itsi 
People with Loyalty and Chearfulnefe in dif^ 
charging the Duties of their refpe6tive Sta-: 
tions : Above all, they moft powerfully Ibli- 
cite the Proteftion and Favour of Almighty 
God : and> that once fecured* * tho* an Hojl 
tf Men be laid againji usy yet need not our 
Heart be afraid \ and tbo there rife up War^ 
^g^^Ji ^'f y^t niay w? put our Truji in Him.^ - 
Should I, in View of fomc *late alarming^ 
Circumflances, go on to reconamend an Af- 
USdaa for any particular EJlablifbment of Re- 

? Pfalm XXVir. 3. V ' 

• The Danger here meant was That of an Invafion^ from the • 
Enemies of our Religion and Government, which had alarmed us 
iM the Beginning of the Year 1744. But the following Reflec- 
tions appeared' to have been the more fe^onable, when a Second 
Jt tempt from the fame Quarter, in Conjundlion with a Rebellion t 
morq nearly threatened us, in lefs than a Year after This was 
preached and publiihed. . \ 

Hgion } 



Yipoti; foeh an Expedient for keeping ouf 
Popery might perhaps by Some be thou^t ^ 
frefofiiroUs ofte : Thofe I mt&ti^ who ima- 
gine, dr |)fr6te«^d to imaging, that wher^o>« 
&nt Religioiis Eilabliihments are fupported, 
iht VTorl of Popety^ or fomethiiig at kaft a$ 
tad M Pop^ty^ i$ efitda^ly carried on; 
ahd Avho feiin t(^ thinky there cin be no anii 
Jljient Prateftamijh^ anlefe^alLTenet$ in Rq-' 
N^ioti b« <f2Ai//K.aUowed and (if that be in^ 
Aked pragficd^e/ ejualfy eiicoti^gedj Wi^ 
riiis ew?/y Refel-vtv that th^y be not Pififb 
onesf. I atii, HOtv^^thftandihg^ parfuadiedv ilui^Y 
the only ^effeftUttl J9«;w^ M^ns for fuppom-* 
ing thi kefornted Religion k^ this Kingd^mir 
fhiSn be ^n- EJiaifliJhment of fdmd dnermnaH 
Schem of it, with folnfePegiw of ZeSd Jfo* 
it throughout <he feveral Ordm 6f Men* And 
(all unfeafendble Gontenti»ft. apa^t) I truflv w? 
fhiH -skihera fo M^/ We ai^inJftoifeflaoti o^ 
'tiHr 2^hetiBr fl>aU be f^opofcd;. or one, which 
has (under God) been more injirumental in 
facing us ixovci fome former Attempts of the 
famctEncrtiy. 

It bas> we kn<wv, been the Policy of fomq 
among us, afteir endeavouring to difcharge 
the Ciyil Magtflrate from all Care of Reli- 
gion, to bring the People into a State of as 
* • ^- ' much 



mBch Ind^erenge at poflifale. about tny partU 
fu/ar Forms of it : in order (as ,we naay fup- 
pofe) tprefciie them froxt^ an Influcnoft which 
theie P^rfons feem never to talk, or think of 
with any Patienc^. One would imagine^ how-^ 
ever, that our late Fears might ( if Nothing 
elfc fhould ) difpofe Men to confider. Whe- 
ther this Matter has not already been carried 
as far as will well confift with the Publich 
Si^fetyf Had our Fathers^ on an ever-me- 
moreblc Occafion juft hinted at, been as lit- 
tle ooncejrned aboiit Modes'af Faiths Forms of 
Polity, or Rites of Wiprihip, as Som« ha?c of 
late Yea^ been perfwading Vs to be ; I think, 
it cannqt be iiard to determine, in what Con- 
dition not only our Rdigiotu but our Civil Lt- 
k^tus had been long before this Time. And^^ 
ihould GoD> for our Sins^ fuiier the Danger, 
with which we were lately threatened, to ap- 
proach ^^ neanr to us f the Enemies of our 
Country could fcarce hope to £nd e^impove* 
r^J People (perhaps but too eafily tai^ht to 
caU the Incundn-an^eSf they at any Time feel;, 
by the Name of Grievances) in a Temper 
better fuited to their pernicious Purppfes, than 
that of Lukewarnmefi towards the Religion 
iheyiiowprofefs; or in a Situation more pro- 
fftifitig, than that of an entire Detachment 

from 
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from ^ Influence^ which its appointed Teach- 
ers could have over them. 

The Truth is, fhould Men once take up 
the Perfuafion, that not only the Inftruftors, 
but the Inftitutions> in all Religions are the 
fame ; they could have little Scruple, upon a 
fuitable Temptation offered, againft becom- 
ing Profelytes to any : Nor might thofe, who 
fhould be tea/fy willingy have it in their Pow- 
er^ tp make the Romijh Religion an Exception 
in this Cafe. If its Abfurdities and Idolatries 
muft fliock the Rationd and Thoughtful Part 
of the Nation j and if the Humane and 
Good-natured muft be ftartled (as well they 
may) at the great Barbarities formerly exer- 
cifed, and the yet greater attempted, by its 
Profeflbrs in thefe Kingdoms : Yet let it be 
remembered, that it has much Fomp and Fa^ 
geantry in its Worfhip to attradt the Lover of 
State and Magnificence 5 It pretends to have 
Infallible Guidance for the Doubtful, and fe- 
cure Repofe for the Unfettled ; It offers InduU 
gences to the Libertine, and deals out Pardons 
to the Debauched, on very eafy Terms : And 
to how confiderablc a Part of our People, 
when once fet loofe from the Principles in 
which they have been educated. It might 
foon addrcfs itfelf, under one or other of thefe 

Characters, 
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Charadters, in a Conjun<Sture oi real Danger i 
I thinks every Lover of bis Country (could we 
urge no higher Motive) might do /well to 
confider. 

Whereas, on the other Hand, whilft the 
Body of the Nation generally retain a Zeal for 
the Honour of God, and for His /«r^ R^//- 
gion efiablijhed among us ; their Aj6Fed:ion for 
a Prince^ who has hitherto preferved, and 
has often declared His unalterable Reiblution 
to preferve, this great Blejjing to them, will 
not (I truft) eafily be fhaken : And We may 
go on with Chearfulnefs and Succefs to *" put 
them in Mind, upon every proper Occafion, 
to be/ubjeSl to Principalities and Powers^ and 
to obey Magijirates. Indeed, Men who ^fear 
the LORD can never want an Argument for 
reverencing the King, fcarce ever an Objedlion 
againft meddling with thofe that are given to 
Change. Difference of Sentiments about Pub- 
lick Affairs, or perhaps fome Degree of Jea- 
loufy againfl Encroachments upon Liberty, 
feems to be the Natural Refult of National 
Freedom : And even Oppofition to Proceed^ 
ings thought irregular and dangerous, when 
exerted by proper Perjbns, and in Methods ^ 
warranted by the Laws of God and Man, 

9 Tit. III. I. b Prov. XXIV. 21. 

may 
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may ibmetimes^ under the Diredtion of Prot' 
videncci be of confiderabk Ufe iq preferving 
it. But ftill ; every trufy confdentious JVlau 
will, at leafi^ infift on having fome very im-^ 
partant ^jfe/ims (which I Deed not here il|g<- 
g^ft) fully reiblved, before He will aUptv him^ 
felf to enter into Schemes of Subverfion z^ 
gainft the Qovernment that prQte&s him^ and 
to which he ha^ bound himfelf by the moft 
mtful Eng^gmcnts. And^ in particular, a P(h 
p^ Prince can never be a welcome Fifitant to 
a People wellracquainted with the Principles, 
and well-affedlad to, the Conftitution, of the 
Cburcb 0f England. 

Upon the Whole : If ^ Righteoujkefi exab^ 
etb a Nation % if Sin be the Reproach , and 
moft, when f^rfified in. be the Ruin, of any 
People: 'tis as certain, that National Piety 
will ever be ncccffary to iecure a due Culti- 
vation of the one, or at timely Re£Drnnttion 
from the other. But in vain fhall we hope to 
pre&rve National Piety without a Nationd 
Churchy or to fupport either of them, bu-^ 
mmfy peaking, without a National EfiabHfih 
ment. And, as long as die Reformed RiU^ 
gion^ and every ^tffingconneSedyifi^ ity ftuA 
be thought woithy of our Concern ; i^ long 

« Prmr. XIV. 34. • 

it 



it will be our Wifdom to ^hoJdfa/i the fork 
^ found Words as we have been taught ; and. 
to ^"worfofp the UDRD^ as We now enjoy tht 
hap[^ Opportunity of worlhq>ping Him, m 
the Beauty tf Koimtfi. 

]^t to return and ccAcIude.^^May we all, 
With that Scrioufiiei^, which the Occa^n 
calls for, ""fourch and try our Waysy and turn 
to the LORD I May every one of us, before 
We depart from this devout Exercife, refolve 
to ^ caft ani^ay ati bis I'ranfgrefions whereby be 
has tra^fgreffedi and, in proportion to his In^ 
(lupncc and Opportunities to help forward th« 
Kelbrmation of others ! And, as the moft ef^' 
fe<^ual Engagemi^t to this great Work, may 
We (according, to our Propbef^ empHatical 
Advice in a like Exigency) ^fanSHJy the LORD 
(^ Hofts- Himfolfy and Jet Him be our Fear 9 and 
let Him be our Dread! — So fhall the Fear af 
GOD banifh from our Breafts all vain, fuper- 
ftitious, enfnaring, or tormenting Fears : We 
fliall take the beft Method in our Power for 
averting His Judgments from* our Country 1 
and for recommending to His Blcfling our 
Counfels and Negotiations, or (fhould Need 

a 2 Tim. I. 3. b Pfal. XCVI. 9. c Lam. III. 46. 

d Ezek. XVIII. 31/ c Ifai. VIII. 13. 

ftiU 
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ftill be) our Fleets and Annies. But, how- 
ever Providence may think fit to di^xife of 
the Affairs of this World ; we fhall^ in all 
Events, iecure to ourfelves *t6at Laving-- 
KinJnefs which is better than Life itfelf. And 
then — tho' we fhould ftill ^hear of Wars and 
Rumours of War s^ we (hall the leis need to be 
terr^ied: Li our Patience we may poffefs our 
Souls : Humbly relying on His gracious Pro- 
mife, that when, ""TET ONCE MORE, 
God (hall Jbake not this Earth onfy but alfo 
Heaven ; when the Conunotions of States and 
Kingdoms (hall all be fwallowed up in one 
great Convulfion of an expiring World ; We 
Jball receive a Kingdom which cannot be moved, 
if we be found, by the Afiiftance of His 
,Grace, to have ferved Him acceptably, with 
Reverence and Godly Fear. 

a P^ LXm. 3. b Lak. XXI. 9, 19. c Heb. XXL 
26, 29. 
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. Psalm CVIL t, 2. 

give Thanks unto the LORD^ for 
.He is Good\ For His.Merc^ endu- 

reth for Evei^. 
Let the Redeemed of the LO RD fay 

fo; Whom He hath redeemed from 

the liand of the Enemy. 

THE Goodhefs of Almighty G o d is 
that Attribute, on the Contempla- 
tion whereof, fo long as we actually 
feel how much we ftand in need of 
it, our Thoughts detight to dwell. To This 
we naturally have Rccourfe under the Appre- 
henfion of Danger^ or the Preflurc of Afflic- 
tion. And thus far all is right. But the Mis^ 
•fortune is, that Deliverances vouchfafed fel- 
dqm leave Impreflions in any Degree propor- 
tioned to the Ardency with which they were 
implored: The fame Mouths, Which Inr Time 

K of 
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of Diftrcfs could cry mightily unto GOD, arc 
too often obfcrvcd. Upon Men's Enlargement 
from their Straits, to become unaccountably 
dfint. ^TlifiV whOi i3erhai)£« liave ^»» Jnfl- 
been experiencing the Goodnefs of the LOBJ)^ 
fliall want to be put in Mind tp give Thanks 
unto Him for it: Even the Redeemed of the 
LORD misft be called upon t^Jay^ that His 
Mercy gnduri^h for Ever. 

Upon a Call of this Kind from oUf S^pe-^ 
riors, Wc litve now been ofcring up our Ac- 
knowledgments to Almighty God^ for a De^ 
liireratice fu^onably and, if we ^will but ^o ow 
Fart in improviog it, happily granted to This 
Churdi and Nation- And, certainly, if ever 
any People had ^jujl Call to acknowledge and 
impf ov£ d Di^ex^ation of Providence^ iiich aa 
one We of this Nation now have. Many a 
Time had the fame Right-Handf which at the 
Reformation made Room far Piis choice Vine^ 
the Church eftabliihed m this Kingdbmi gra* 
cioufly itttcxpofed in the Defence cf it ; not 
only fometimes preventing its BxciAqn^ when 
That feoQied ^unavoidable 1 but at otjier Times 
even reiloring it to Life an4 Vigour, whela jk 
had been adtually cut down^^ and w^s appre«- 
bended to be irrecoverably dried $p and lOi^ 
thered. And, if the proper Ufes have not al* 

ways 
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tsrays been m4de ^ fudi Meneieft in Titnfts 
pWl i if we may too jtiftly ^prehend^ thtt 
43iur j[a|:e DaB^tls wi^re occa&)ned by the Uixi-, 
iwjceAfillneliS cf foirmor Warnings : Be it oicr 
-Care, as it k certainly our greai Concern, in 
fThis mr Day, to make more fuitabie Returns 
for this Inftance of Ood's Forbaitance ai^d 
Long^fufFering to ue. » 216/ i-(7r^ ^ /A/ Fmw^ 
yard, notwithftanding any former Difappoint*- 
meiins of \mjufi £xped:ations from His F/^*-* 
Tr/f hath /// it akmt this JTear a^ : If it iean 
Fruit, ^e//; ^fnat,'\7e muft not prefiime up-> 
on it? being for ever fufFencid to cumier ibi 
GrjpunJ. He iihat hath, for a Time and in 
Appearance, cq/l cff His own dboien People i 
He that hadi long ^acc removtd Ms Can(Re^^ 
ftick from the once enlightened Churches of 
AJia% mscy well be fuppofbd ready, fhouid we 
C9ntinut to give Him the like Provocation, <o 
take away His Gofpel from us alfo> and givt 
it , to a Nation bringing forth the Fruits 
thereof. 

' Far be it fn&ni mt, however, to forebodb 

Evil to ray Country, efpcdaUy on This aufpi-a 

ciQtt3 Day. My D^fire is to contribute m^ 

V Bndtfjtfvcmrs towards Lengthening itsTranqmh 

Uty. And dia(, in Piarfuance of the pre&M 

' - ^ -a LukcXIir. 7— 9.' ■ '■ • '• ^'^ 

I K 2 Appoint- 
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Appointment, I may at once be an Helper of 
Tour Joy^ a Furtheref of Your Gratitude, and 
a. Promoter of Your trueft Intereft ; I have 
chofen to addrefs You in the Words of my 
Text, « O give Thanks unto the LORD, for 
He is Goodi For His Mercy enduretb for £• 
ver: Let the Redeemed of the LORD fay fo \ 
whom He hath redeemed from the Hand of the 
Enemy.** 

- That beautiful Pfalm, to which thefe Words 
are' the IntrOdudlion, contains great Variety 
of Matter for Praifc and Thankfgiving to Al- 
mighty God, confidered as a Deliverer in 
Times of Trouble : I might add, that fcarce is 
an Article of Diftrefs therein fpecified,. to 
which fome Refemblance may not be obfer- 
v,ed in what the People of this Nation lately 
either felt or feared. On what Occafion this 
facred Hymn was firft compofed, or to what 
Piirpofes it might afterwards be applied, does 
, not certainly appear. That Part of it which 
immediately follows my Text, befides fome 
Ailufions in other Parages, feems moft fitly to 
reprefent the Cafe of a People brought back to 
their own Land, after a State of Separation 
from it, and Difperfion over the feveral Quar* 
ters of the Earth. A Cafe, however, to 
which we need not confine the Words before 

us, 
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us, nor the Duty therein recommended- Jf 
Reftoration from a Qaptivity already felt calls 
for devout Joy and religious Exultation ; furc- 
• ly the Prefervation of thofe Comforts, which 
could otherwife at beft have been only regain-- 
edj may v^rell infpirc the Redeemed of the LORD 
with lil(e .Sentiments of Gratitude. The Re-- 
covery of any Good is not, in itfelf, a more 
real Bleffing than the continued Pojfeffion of it. 
Nor can it be unfuitable to the Pfalmift'^ De- 
fign, to exhort Men to praife the LORIXfor 
bis Goodnefsy when He vouchfafcs to prevent 
their Falling into the Hand of an Enemy y who 
might fobn have difpoflefled them of their 
Native Country I or rather, whofe Succeflcs 
mufl: pYpbably have ended in fo entire a pe- 
ftxxi&xQTi 6i every thing valuable in it, as to ren^- 
dcr a voluntary Exile the moft defireable Op- 
tion- left to all Good Men ; in order to feek 
in {om^Jirange Land^ what could uo longer ■- 
he eQJoyed ip tbeir oipn, . 

In my fjtrther Application of the Words 
to th<j Bufinefs of this Day, I ihall take Oc^ 
cafiqn, as fully as the Time will allow, to 
confider and illuftratc the following Parti^ 
c»|ars : 

I. Firjf, 
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I. FirJ^ The general Ground on which the- 
Duty of Thankfgiving for National Blef- 
. fings, efpecially for Peliverances/rd7^» f i6^ 
> Hand of the- Bnemy^ is founded. 

H.V S^eondfyj The partictdar Reafonabiinefs 

. of the. Duty on this Occafion ; with 

a. View to- the late Srtuatron and Cif7 

cumftanccsof oax Church aod Nation. 

And, 

m. Thrdfy, Tl^c proper Manner' of c^ptcf^ 
ifing our Gratitude for fuch a Delive-r 
rtoce; And the Influence it pught to 
have on our Condu<fl for the future. 

' I. As to the FirJ: The Daty of T!bankfi 
gwing for National Delhreranccs is, in gem^ 
rai manifcjflily founded an thefe Two plain 
Stippofitions :^-^^f Tba^ Bbnefits conferred call 
for fuitable AcknqwIedgmenCs to be p(S(id ttf 
the Benefador by the Receiver:"' Andf— ^ 
•*'That the fupremc Benefa(SfoF, to whom Ni^- 
tion^, as well as fingle iPerfbns, ftand indebt** 
ed for the Benefits conferred on theip^ a^ 
the Deliverances vouchfafed tp them, is AJw 
mighty God/* Suppofitions fo agreeafefe t^^ 
our Natural Notions, fo generally allowed by 
the fpber Part of Mankind, that they can 

neecl 
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nttAbut little^ will harcfljr admit of ^;^y, lU 
luftration. ' 

TheConncftion hetv^cen Favour f conferred 
on one fart and Gratitude due on the other, 
is fb immediqtely vifible, that it is Icarcc poffi- 
ble by die Intcrpofition of any other Confide- 
ration to render it more evident than it is by 
iff elf. If any Perfon can htfuppafed infenfi- 
ble of it, after having ever done' the loweft* 
Office of Kindnefs to another j Wc can only 
Jidpr his Apprchenfion by referring him to his' 
own Feeling on fuch an Ocpafion j bidding 
him aik his own Heart, •^What His Ex- 
peftations Were from the Perfon he affifled 
and (as we not more ufually than properly ^ 
fay) oiligedr 

And, ^' that Cop is the Great Benefadpr, 
to whom all our Acknowledgments are «///- 
mately due," is a Suppofition equally certain 
with the former ; tho' more liable to be per- 
plexed by the Difputer^ morcf apt to be over- 
looked by the Politician, of this World. The 
great Governour of the Univerfe fo gcncrafly 
afts by the Intervention oifubordinate Caufesi 
fo ufually brings^ about His own Porpbfes 
without pontrolling the Powers which He pri- 
ginally gave them, or altering the Tendencies 
which JHe af i^ impreiTed upon them; that 

we 
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we cannot ordinarily diftinguifh with Exa£l-i 
ncfs between the Effedls of His general Con-, 
currence and of IJis Jpecial JJ^ireSion. But 
thent neither is it at all necejizry- that w<5 
^ fhould thus di(Unguifh« Nqtwithflanding ou^ 
Inability to explain the Nature of the Divine 
Superintendence^ or to point out the |nftan- ^ 
c^s of His Inttjrpofition i ^kvo^it Applications 
for the Sleflings we want, and grateful Ac- 
knowledgments for Thofc we have received, 
will Aill be our reafanable Service : fo long ^ 
we are afTurefl, that all Events arc in his 
Hand, who worketh all Things after tie Cotfff" 
/el ofl^is awtf Will. 

Whatever Efficiency the Author of Natqr^ 
may have given to any Part of His own 
Workmanftiip; neither Scripture nor found 
, 'Philojhpby wiU permit us to fuppofc, that Hq 
has put the fupremc Management of the 
Whole out of His own Power. No. He 
who fix^formedy n^uft (lill continue to up^ 
hold^ this gr*eat Machine of the Univerfe ; 
The minuteft Movement in it is continually 
fubjedt to H[is Efireftipn \ and all its Parts in- 
ceffantly declare His Glory ^ ^n^ fulfil His Word. 
And as to the Moral World : He, who is the 
GOD of the Spirits of all Flejh ; in whom they . 
live and move^ jznd have their Being-, niuft be 

perfcdUy 
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pprfcdly acquainted with their fcvcral Pow- 
ers, and intimately prefent with all their O- 
perations. ■ In His Hand are the Hearts of 
Men as the Rivera af Water i and He turnetk 
them whitherfoever He will. Whether by di^ 
rpdl internal Applications to them, or by dif- 
pofing outward Circumftaijces for them, or 
by . numberlefs other Methods unfearchable 
by us. He n^oil eafily can, and (we have Rea-, 
fon to think) continually doth, infiuence their 
Qounfels, where He doth noi irrefijiibfy farce 
their Wills ; nay He can even work their jar-^ 
ying Humours, their interfering Defigns, in- 
to a lSubferi)tency to the great and good Pur-t 
pofcs of His Providence. ^ The LORD is 
Kingf be the People never Jo impatient. He 
that ^Jiilleth the Raging of the Sea^ and the 
Noife of itsJVavesy can with the fame Eafe 
rdkxzinjhe M^adnefs of the People, and even 
fp order Matters, that the J^iercenefs of Man 
Jball turn to his Praife^ 

All Events, then, not excepting Thofe 
which feem to happen pioft agreeably to . 
(what we call) the Natural Courfe of Things, . 
Of to depend moft on the free Determinations , 
of Human Choice, are in the laft Refult to 
t)e afcribed to the DrreSiiony or at leaft the 

« PiW. XXI. 1. b P&L XCIX. I , c Ibid. LXV. 7. 

Permijion^ 
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Tirmfflon^ qf Al^^fehty God. And if ib^ 
more ef^cciall/ applicable muft this be tcr 
Thofc £vent«;r on which the Fates of witolc 
Kingdopis depend. If n(it a Sparrow falletb 
to tAf! Ground without our Father \ if thofc 
of His Creatures^ which to us feem moft in? 
Confidirabl6^, be yet by no njeans fp mconfi- 
derable as ta efcape His Notice pr to be left 
out of Hb Prpteftion J Hi^ cOndefccnd'Jng 
CafiSi we may be ftrre, intef eftsf itfelf with af 
haft equal Regard in Thofe Xranfa<aions, by 
the Iffae whereof all that is valuable to larg^ 
Societies of Men may be lln$lly decided j fuch 
as t!>e Liberties and Lives of Milfioos, and 
(what is of ftill more eytenfive Importance) 
the Continuance of true Religion ta whole 
Coantries or its Rernoval from them. Thi* 
is, indeed^' ai) awful Subje^fi ; and» from the 
Ndrrownefs of our Views pf Things, we muil 
often be at a Lofs to account fpr partfctdar 
Appearances relating to it* But we have! Rea-r 
fon to fuppofe, that States and Kingdtmis arc 
the great Scenes, on which the LORD of 
the whole Earth moft ufoally di^lays the 
Strength of His Arm, and the Juflice of hi$ 
Adrainiftrafeioh. 

Accordingly, numbertefs arc tht Infta^ces, 
df very futpmzing Turns m the AJ&ire o|f 

Kingdoms^ 



Kingdomsj^ particularijr in the Day of Battle^ 
Here the LORD of Hofis fccftiS more cfpe- 
cially willing to pcnvifttc Mankind, that there 
is na Refiraint mtb Him tofave ^ many or by 
few : Notxintending thereby to difcourag^ the 
Uic of the fitteft Human Means of Defence ; 
(^hefi not only may, bcit ardinarily muft, be 
both carefully provided ind fkilfuUy applied;) 
Ifut to teach us the Folly of fblely relying on 
fuch Means beforehand, and the Impiety of 
afterwards wholly aferibing our Deliverances 
to throiu * TChe Horfe is prepared for the Ditj^ 
of Baitk; but ftill it muft be acknowledged,, 
tkat Safety is of the LORD. Aclivity and* 
y^giknce are certainly commendable; but, 
* except the LORD keep the City, the Watch- 
man waheth but in vain. Egypt may htftnt 
to for Chariots and for Horfelnen ; but; whilft 
}its£vcn withholdii it Alliance, ** the Strength 
of ¥\mzoh fball be your Shames and the "fruft 
in the Shadow of Egypt ymr Confiifion : Anil 
^he moft fevotirable Account to be given of 
fuch Auxiliaries' wiH be, I'beir Strength is ta 

Wheft Men Jook back 'up<» fuch Occur- 
rencesi Tbey are ufually very hadtf in tracing 
putr very forward irr> expJammg^ the Cjwi^ oiF 

z f fov, XXL 31. b Pfal/CXXVII. i. c K XXX. 3, 7- 

^ ' ■\ the 



156 The Duty of Ghing 7%anh 

the onexpeded Event : Ready, on one Hand, 
to ch^ge the Mi/carriage to fome fudden Pa^ 
nick unaccountably fpread through the Hq/i ; 
fome Miftakc of Orders in the inferior Offi- 
cers; fome Mifunderilandings among their 
Leaders ; or, perhaps. Cowardice in one and 
Treachery in another : Whilft, on the other, 
they are as ready to afcribe the Glory to the 
Firmnefs and Intrepidity of the viftorious Ar- 
my, and to the Skill and Bravery of their fuc- . 
cefsful Commanders. Nor is it to be denied, 
but that very fair Prefumptions ma.y often ap- 
pear to dired Men's Judgments in fuch Cafes, 
And, as the Dqftrine pf Gop's Superintend- 
denpe can by no M e^ns be pleaded in Excufe 
for thofe Ihi4 Qualifies of particular Men, 
which H? fonjetiiiies permits to operate for 
• the Warning or Chaftifenjent of a whole Peo- 
ple : fo neither (bould it detrad from the 
Praife of thofe Good ones, by which He is at 
other Tiroes pleafed to fave Cpnjmunities from 
Deftruaion. The Thanjcs of a Conjmunity 
thus preferved are juftly diie to thofe Worthier 
of every Rank, who have not only in fuch an 
Exigency willingly offered tbemf elves to their 
King and. their Country, but in the Article , 
of Danger played the Men for their People and 
for the Cities of their GOD. And, (hould ? 

Magnani^ 
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Magnanimous Prince^ at the fame National 
Call, freely quitting the Delicacies of a Court 
and the foft Cloathing of them that are in 
Kings Houfes, eagerly fly to the Battle of the 
Warrtour with all its confufed Noife and Gdr-^ 
ments rolled in Bloody and, regardlefs of any 
Rigour of Seafon, any Inclemency , of Cli- 
mate, put his Life in his Hand^ on the truly 
interefting Occafion : We need not wonder, 
if Hey under whofe Condudl the important 
Conqueft has been gained, fhould be the Man^ 
whom a grateful Nation delighteth to honour. 
But ftill — We muft look higher than the high-- 
eft upon Earth for thtfupreme Dilpofer of all 
Events, the only Giver qfViSfory. To Heaven 
ihould our Praifes be principally dircdled ; and 
there alone can they properly terminate. The 
moft mighty Man of Valour need not think it 
any Diminution of his Greatnefs to be cohii- 
dered as the Honourabli Inftrument by whom 
the LORD hath given Deliverance unto His 
Country: And the moft illuftrious Prince, 
far from being a/hamed, may well be ambi- 
. tious, of ufing the Acknowledgment of one 
of the greateft and moft fucccfsful Warriours, 
King David himfelf, — O GOD the LORD, 
Thou Strength of my Salvation; THOU haft 
covered my Head in the Day of Battle. 

. Let 
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Let fbe only add» that thdugh NatioDs {u 
tvell as fingle Perfons) may» out of a pn^ 
fumptuous Affedation of appearing ikic pectin 
liar Fa^mrkes of HeaveHj fooietimes be too 
forward^ a$ well as at othicr Times too back^ 
l^ard, in ascribing tiioie Occurrences in which 
they are interefled to xhtj^ial InterpofitiDH 
of Providence : Yet Circum^anees^ no doubt* 
fomctimes attend fuch Occurrences^ not ob« 
icurely directing attentive Minds to the ^« 
mighty Conductor of them.~4f» for infta&ces 
the Danger has /arifea from ieemingly finall 
and alnK)ft imperc^tible Beginnings \ grow* 
ing> as in a Moment^ from an Objedt of ge« 
neral Contethptf into an Occaiion of alaM)ft as 
general Confitrnation: If it has aj^roached 
the People threatened by it at a lOme when 
they were« humanly fpeaking, lefs thaii ever 
prepared to withftand it : If in its Progmfs 
the Authors of it have been permitted to gmn 
Advantages againft that People confideraUe 
enough to alarm them« without improving 
tjiofc Advantages to their J>eJlruBion : -^If, 
on the other Side^ Succours ha¥0 feafi^nably 
arrived, fcrving juft to fuppoct the Spirits of 
an aftonifhed Nation, but not fufficient to <lif- 
pell their Fears : If, after this, human Pre* 
parations, in Appearance fuUy adequate to 

the 
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again mtfuccefsftillyiipplifdi zxiidi^tbeMenif 
\£x:^^4ificmd Time fmktm before Beajmnja; 
Li ihort^ \£y when /i&^ iltj^i Upon a ti^r4^^ 
gagcment^ were ready to iaj, ^' Tb^y^mllotfr 
Uxn\j fiiU i/^ore us 0s at the Jirfty' \iQiOff 
has declared dectfively ia favour of Jfr^ei: <-^ 
** Wbqfo is mje will ponder thefe Thipge 5 and 
will^.hoth in the Dangler and th^ Delivsp^ 
ancc» underhand the JUving'-Kindntfs if the 
LORD. 

The Duty of Thanijgiving to Mmghtf 
GPD for National Deliverances^ c^pedftUy 
frmt the Hand of the Enemy ^ bciflg by %lm 
Time (i hope) in general fulEciently «fta<^ 
bli£bed : Tho' { doubt iK>t but yoar Tl^oi^hts 
are beforehand with me in tht Applicati$n i 
yet the Occafionj as well as my prafent Un^ 
dertsd^iog* cglls upon n^ )bo confider a lietld 
farithc^i 

II. Secondly, The ReafonaMenefs of the T)\i^ 
ty in e;«r Particular Ca/e; £rom a View 
of the late Situation and Circumftances 
of this Church and Nation. 

Noiwr the R^fonaMenefjf of Gratitude for any 
fif^Pm^ DeliveMnce xmay isaoft naturally tuc 

4 Sm Jii*g, Ck. XX. fc Pia. CVIL 43. 
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made appejir by confidering the Greatmfs and 
Itnportance of that Deliverance ; as This agaiil 
would moft forcibly be illuftrated by taking 
an EiUmate of thofe Erils, from which the 
Perfons coiiccrned have been refcued on fuch 
an Occafioh. An Eftimate, which Wd (of 
this Part of the Ifland at leaft) cannot in the 
prefent InftancCj take with any Exadlneft;' 
becaufe (blcfled be God I) we were not left 
to the Feeling of them. But it may be of 
fomc Ufe to us, to carry our Imaginations 
backward to that Period of Time, when an 
Armed Force of Rebels was advancing td- 
wards us with a rapid Pf ogrefs^ and had with 
an amazing Swiftnefs penetrated into the 
Heart of this Kingdom. Call to Mind, what 
Your Apprehenfions were at that JuntSure i 
how hearty You were in Your Defires^ (I 
hope, I may fay, Yiow fervent in Your Pray^ 
ersj for fuch a Deliverance as the Grdcioiis 
Difpofer of all Events hath fince mercifully 
granted us. And let the Strength of Your 
Pearss and the Afdour of Tour Wijhej at that 
Time, be fome Meafure for Your J^ and 
Tbankfulnefs on the present Occafion. " 

When the late Rebellion had very unnatu- 
rally begun to lift up its Head, had received 
fome coniiderable AcceiHons^ and gained fome 

unexpea^ 
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unexpeaed Advantages, in the Northern Part 
of thcfc united Kingdoms j I took Occafion * 
(as You may remember) from the RdyalPfal*^ 
mJPs Example', to fecdmmend to You the 
great Duty of Lovirtg our Cbantryi with a 
View particularly to its Peace and Tranquil* 
lity } to its Projperity arid Civil Intcrefts, in» 
cludirig its Laws and Governnient j and laft- 
ly, to the Houfe of the LORD our t^OD, or 
its eftablifhed Religion and Ecclefiaftical Con- 
ftitUtion: And by reprefenting to You the 
Dangel-S which at that time alarmed this 
Nation iri regard to each of thcfe important 
Articles j I endeavoured to excite You to Pray 
for its Peace, and by all /r<?^r Means ih Your 
refpediive Stations to feek its Good. It may, 
perhaps, be iio unferviccable Method of IHf- 
ring up our Gratitude at prefent, briefly to 
recoiled, what our Sentiments then were up- 
on each of thefe Particulars. 

To begin with what relates to the Peace of 
our Jerufalem.-^'Wi.s this, before happy Coun- 
try threatened by an avenging Providence with 
one of the ^foreji of God's Judgments, the 
devouring Sword , to which He feemed to 
have faid in His 'Anger, ** Sword, go thro' 

• Oh Sunday, Oa»b. 6. 174J. » In PfiJm CXXU. 

b Ezek. XrV. 17, at. 
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that Land?" Was every thoughtful Pcrfort 
ready> not with an unmanly Dread to ahti-« 
dpate, but with a cool Appreheniion and 
humble Acquiefcence in the Divine Diipofal 
to prepare himfelf for, a Return of thofe Ca- 
kmities, which our Forefathers^ about a Cen^ 
tvry ago, feverely felt from zfuccefsjiil Rebel-^ 
iian^ and a. long Civil War ? When the Pa^ 
laces of our Princes, and venerable Seats of our 
Nobles and Honourable Men, inftead of exhi- 
biting Scenes of Magnificence and Hoipitali- 
ty, were converted into Garrifons and Dens 
for Ravagers and Plunderers : When our 
Ports and Cities (among which this ancient 
ind loyal one flood eminently diftinguifhed) 
inftead of fk)urifhing with Commerce and 
improving in Manufadtures,^ were filled with 
ihe frightful Images of Siege and Famine, of 
Slaughter and Defolation : When our Uni-- 
verities, thofe renowned JSeminaries for the 
Education of Youth in the Principles of Pie- 
ty and Probity, and once fecure Retreats for 
Men of Study and Learning, were compaffed 
^bout with Armiesy and in Danger of having 
little taught in them befides the life of the 
^Bow and of the various Implements of Dc- 
vaftation : When our Villages faw their Hufr- 
bandmen, inftead of fit^ bearing forth good 
Seed and in proper Seaibn coming again with 

7^ 
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^oy and bringing their Sheaves with them^ noW 
by a deplorable Rfeverfe of the Prophecy 
* beating their Plough-Jhares into Swords and 
their Pruning-hooks into Spears: When in pri^ 
^ate Families the clofeft Ties of Confanguinity 
were torn afunder, ^ the Brother delivering up 
the Brother^ and the Father the Child, and 
even Children rijing up againft their Parents 
and caujing them to be put to Death : In fhort^ 
When War and Violence were become the 
Bufinefs and Profeffion, and fcemed to havei 
incorporated themfelves, as it were, with the 
Genius of our People ; among whom all Dif- 
tindlion of Station or Property was well-nigh 
loft, almoft all Notions of Right and Wrong, 
effaced ; and fcarce Spirit or Hon^fty enough 
left to cry out, "^ «' Oh, Thou Sword of tte 
LORD, how long will it be eer thou be quiet I 
Put up Thyjelf into Thy Scabbard ; refi and be 
Jiilll~W2iS This, I fay, the melancholy Pro- 
Ipedt which lately prefented itfeif to our 
Fears 1 How (houid We thank the LORD 
for "giving us fVarning of {o tremendous art 
Evil, without fuffering us to be Utterly un- 
ddne by it : For fo fpeedily^ and yet (we 
truft) fo effedtually fcattering the People that 
delighted in War \ ' and for reftoring to this 
Nation, that moft defireable of Temporal 

a Ifai. II. 4. b Matt, X. 21. . c Jcr. XLVII. 6. 
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Blcffings to any Nation, * the Bkjpng of 
PEACE! 

Again : With Regard to the Projperity and 
Plenteoufnefs of our Jerufalemi the PofTeffions 
and Liberties of its Inhabitants, the free 
Courfe of its Laws, and the Excellency of its 
Civil Conftitution of Government. —Recoiled 
what Your Searcbings of Heart then were, 
^when a rapacious Army had in an hoilile 
Manner entered this Kingdom, had actually 
invaded the Properties of many of our Coun- 
try-men, and made us ready to apply the fol- 
lowing remarkable Defcription given by the 
Prophet ; * Lo^ I will bring a Nation upon Tou 
from far, O Houfe g/'Ifrael, faith the LORD-, 
it is a mighty Nation^ it is an ancient Nation : 
-*-^ Their ^iver is as aH open Sepulchre ; they 
are all mighty Men. And theyjhall eat up thine 
Harve/i and thy Bread, which thy Sons and thy . 
J^ aught ers Jhould eat : they Jhall eat up thy 
FJocks and thine Herds : they Jlmll eat up thy 
Vines and thy Fig-trees : they jhall impoverijh 
thy fenced Cities with the Sword. Call to Re- 
membrance the Time, when Publick Credit 
was greatly endangered, and Trade and Com- 
merce almofi at a Staiid \ but efpecidly that 
yunSlur^, when we were on one Side alarm- 
ed by the Approach of lawlefs Rebels, and by 

a Pfal. XXTX, 11. b Jer. V. 15, 16* 17. 
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Reports oiP mercilefs Invaders on the other. 
' What Wafiing and DeJiruSiion did we expeft 
to fee during the Contcft, what Ruin to the 
entire Subfijience of numberlefs Families ihould 
either of thofe our Enemies be permitted only 
/or a while to profper ! But, (hould either for 
our Sins finally prevail ! how rcafonably did 
we apprehend, that the iVi///^?^ itfelf, from, 
being a powerful Kingdom j might foon be de- 
graded into a tributary Province : or at beft, 
that our boafted (I wifh I could not fay, 
abufed) Liberties muft pref^ntly fall a Sacri- 
fice to uncontrolled Opprcffion, our Laws be 
once more rendered precarious by a difpenfing 
Power^ and our Free^holds (as we had been 
ufed to call them) thenceforward lie at the 
Mercy of arbitrary fVilli whilft our regular 
Seats (f Judgment {ho\i\6, no longer be open 
to recpive our Complaints or redrefs our 
Wrongs. In fliort. Think how juftly folici-p 
tons we then were for our envied Conftitu- 
tion, how unwilling to exchange it for any 
other Form of Governnjent in the known 
World, and yet in what imminent Danger of 
being foon forced to exchange it for one of 
Ae worft ! ~ And then tell me. What Praifes 
arc due to that Gracious Being, who fa.fea- 
^nably * removed far off from us the Northern 

A Joel II. 20. 

Army : 
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Arrky: Who permitted the People of this 
Land to hear of, in part to feel, the Effeds 
of their difappointed Rage, without giving ui 
&Oer for a Prey unto them : * Who delivered 
our King and his Y^o^t from fo great aDeatb^^ 
and doth deliver ; in whom we truji that He will 
yet deliver us I 

One? naore : In regard to that mofi interejl^ 
ing Objetft of every good Man's, every real 
Patriot's Concern, the Publick Profejjion of 
put Religion f -r Did our.'' flearts lately trem- 
ble for the Ark, of GOD, for that excellent 
Church into which we had been baptized^ 
that pure Religion in the Light whereof we 
had, frorti the iirft Dawnings of our Reafoii| 
rgoiced? Were we earneftly folicitous to pre- 
ferve the invaluable Advantages of primitive. 
Order, Decency, Purity ; yet unable to fore- 
tell, how foon we might be called upon to 
give them up, either for the wild Freaks of 
Enthufiafm and Fanaticifm, or the Superfli- 
tion and Idolatry of the Romijh Ritual : Were 
You apprehenfive (as well. You might be) 
tiiat, inftead of the Liberty of daily Accefs 
to thofe Sacred Volumes^^ the Hofy Scriptures^ 
l&hich are able with fuch Helps as are now 
toffcrcd You to make Tou wife unto Salvation^ 
¥ou (hould for the future be trufted only 

a 2 Cor. I. xo. b I Sam. IV. 13. 

with 



for Natiwal Deliverances^ 1 67 

^ith ridicaloijs Legends^ with idle Tales of 
lying Wonders^ or with the abominable Ca- 
fui/iry of wojrfq than heathen Jefuits : That 
inftead of the'fober, grave, inteUigible, xzr 
tional Services of the Englijh Liturgy^ You 
muft foon be obliged to attend (I fay .not, tp 
join in J extatick Raptures and Idolatrous Adr 
drefles to Angels and Saints, oittn falfely Jb 
called, breathed forth in a Language to You 
generally unknown : That, inftead of thofc 
few, plain, eafy, and at the fanae, Time de*- 
jcent, iignificant, inftruftive Ceremonies wiA 
which You are now acquainted. Your Pub- 
lick Worfliip muft be clogged, and Your De- 
votion cmbarrafled, with a Multitude of Fop f 
peries, at beft ridiculous, in many Inftanccis 
hi^p\y^nful: Or laftly, if Your own calm 
JKeiblutions, fupported byZ)/t;m^Gr^<:^,/boul4 
embolden You to proteji manfully and cour 
ftantly againft thefe and the like Abomina>- 
tions, after the Exajuple of Your forefathers, 
that You muft, like them too, be thruft int^ 
to Dungeons^ or forced iofeek Tour Bread out 
of defolafe Places ! — What Holy Tranfport;s 
of Joy and Thankfulnefs to Almighty God 
may we ijot indulge ourfelves in, efpecially 
pn this Occafion i now that being Mivertd 
from the . Hands of our Enemies, we are not 
.only perniitted to fernse Him without Fear, 

but 
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but invited by Authority to fing»- forth His 
Praife8 in the Great Congregation ! now that 
we not only purfelves enjoy, but have th^ 
delightful Profpe<a of tranfmitting to the 
Ages after us all the Advantages, that per- 
haps merely human Wifdom can provide, for 
Worjhippihg the LORD in the Beauty of Ho- 
linefsy apd at thjs fame Time ii^ Spirit and in 
^ruth. 

But perhaps this Rcprefentation, if not of 
OMV Fears, how tver of onr real Danger, may 
be thought to be carried too far, ^< No fuch 
Interruption was intended, at Icaft for any 
Time, to the publick Peace ; no fuch Viola- 
tion of private Property ; no fuch Alteration 
in the Laws of our Country, or the Profef-r 
fion of our Religion, as has been here fup- 
pofed. The late Adventurer for the Crown 
of thefe Realms, had his Fretenjions fucceed- 
cd, would (it feems) have continued our Cir 
vil Affairs, at leaft our Religious EAablijQi- 
ment, on the fame Footing on which they 
now ftand, or perl^aps have been gracioufly 
pleafed to have placed them on a better." — 
But, my Brethren, kt no Man deceive Tou 
with vain Words. Befides the Injury that 
muft have been done by fuch a Change to our 
Gracious Sovereign, whofe mild and juft Go* 
ycrnment (to put it at the loweft) has, furely, 
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little defcryed fuch a Return from his Peo- 
ple : Can Iny confiderate Perfon perfuade 
himfelf) that, in our prefent Situation, the 
late Invader of our Country could hzvc peace-^ 
fully difpoflefled Him of His Throne,, could 
without numberlefs Afts of Violence have 
mounted into it, or ,without inconceivable Sa- 
crifices of Blood and Treafure have kept him- 
felf in it ? But the Confequences of a merely 
fecuUr Kind I may leave to be explained by 
others in a more proper Place ; nor indeed 
will the Time permit me to purfue at large 
tbofe of an higher and more lading Concern. 
Only thus much I muft have Leave to fay, 
that if ever there, was a delufive Imagination, 
Tift/V fhould feem to be one, ~ That a Prince 
bred up in all the Bigotry of the Church of 
Rome, continually befet by its zealous Adhe- 
rents, and fupported by fuch billies (rather 
let me fay, di<£tated to by fuch Makers J as 
have never yet wanted Inclination to extir- 
pate (what they call) the Narthern llerefy^ 
' would at once have become difpafedy or if dif- 
pofed have been at Liberty^ to patronize, or 
fo much as to protedl, the Church of Eng-- 
land. A Church of England, indeed, he would, 
no doubt, have ufcd his utmoft Efforts to- 
wards effeSiually patronizing among us : that 
is, A Church, which he would have been 

molt 
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moil: ready, when he fhould have found him^ 
felf able, to call by that Name : But a Church 
in reality as different from that now fo called, 
as Darknefs is from Light ; as Superjiition i$ 
. from rational Devotion i as Idolatry is from 
Decmcy ; as a Spirit of Perfecution is from 
the Spirit of the Gojpeh, as the Yoke of Bon- 
dage is from that Liberty^ wherewith CHRISTl 
bath made us Free. 

Upon the Whole then : If the Peace^ the 
Profperity^ the very Being of our Country as 
a free Protejlant Nation, be of any Concern 
with us 5 We may in fome Degree eftimate 
the Importance of the Deliverance lately 
wrought for us, and the Keafonablenefs of our 
^hankfgiving for it. ~ But, after all, whether 
This Diipenfation of Providence (hall continue 
to be a Bleffing to us, or (hall fnally encreafe 
our Condemnation^ muft in great Meafure de-* 
pend upon ourfelves. Let us then go on to 
coniider, 

IIL Thirdfyy The proper Method qf ex- 
preffing our Thankfulnefs for our late 
Deliverance ; And the Influence It ought 
to have on our Conduft for the future. 

And here, that the ExpreiHons of our Gra-r 
titude fliould be as Publick and National as 
the Benefits that call for them are, is a Point 

which 



fur National Deliveranc,es. 171 

which I need not infift on : The prefent So- 
lemnity proceeds upon this Suppofition ; and 
Your Attendance in. this Holy Place implies 
Your Aflent to it- Nor will I doubt but that 
the Sincerity of Your Religious Acknowledge, 
ments has born fome Proportion to the Reali-- 
ty and Greatnefs of the Bleffings You have 
been acknowledging. The great Danger is, 
that our Thankfulnefs (hould not prove equal- 
ly lajiing and efficacious ; but that, as on for- 
mer Occafions, after obferving a Day xnjing- 
ing Praifes to our Almighty Deliverer, we 
^ould within a while forget His Works ^ and 
no longer abide His Counfel : Not knowing, or 
not duly confidering, that the Goodnefs of 
GOD leadeth Nations as well as fingle Per- 
fons to Repentance ; and that, upon a Reco- 
very from any dangerous Di/brdery our Lord's 
Caution is (equally applicable to both, *^ Be-^ 
hold Thou art made whole ; Jin no more, leji a 
worje T'hing come unto Thee J' 

The Truth is, fuch merely Occafonal Serr 
vices to Almighty God as proceed no far-r 
ther, by no means anfwer His gracious Pur- 
pofe in requiring them at our Hands. An AH- 
perfcdt Being needs not our Thanks : nor can 
He receive any real Accejfion either to His 
Glory or His Happinefs from our Praifes.. 
Wl^eii therefore He is pleafed to accept and 

even 
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cvfji to demand, thefe feeble Effays of our 
Cf ratitude ; He is fo, partly becaufe they arp 
a Tribute julUy due to Him, but chiefly that 
they may improve in Us a fuitable Temper of 
Mind : A Temper, which fliews itfelf far 
more certainly, arid more acceptably, in Men's 
Lives than by their Lips: And which, in 
the prefent Cafe, muft exert itfelf not only in 
a general Reforination, but particularly in 
conftant Endeavours to avert Thofe Evils for 
the future froiji which wc have for the pre- 
fent been refcued i and to perpetuate thofe 
Advantajges, which have lately been fb fea- 
fonably preferved to Us. And 

Firjif Hath a Gracious Providence once 
naore given Peace in our Borders^ when our 
Country feemed ready to be laid wafte by 
thofe mofl dreadful of all Foes, them of Her 
own Houfehold? Among other Exprefljons of 
our Gratitude for fuch a Blefling, let us la- 
bour to root out of our own fireafts thofe 
Lufts^ from whence, as from their Original 
Source, come Wars and Fightings among us ; 
and let us, in thqir Stead, cultivate thofe 
heaven-bprn Affecftions, which are at once 
the Gloiy and Happinefs of Btethren dwelling 
together, in Unity* 

Long have the People of this Nation been 
unhappily divided by Party'DiJiinSlions and 

Names 
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Names of Reproach : which too often fatally 
kinder Men from being of one Mind in an 
Hotije ; zndifeparate thofe, whom both Duty 
and Intereft call upon to.be chief Friends : 
which are apt to occafion an entire Confufion 
of CharaAers among Men; while all real Me- 
rit with its Attendant, Reputation, is, by each 
Party refpedively, confined to Thofe of their 
own Denomination, and held by the ftrange 
Tenure of Loudnefs and Impetuofity for it. 
In this imperfect State of human Affairs and 
human PaiKons, it cannot indeed be^ but that 
Offences of this Kind will come : But the pre- 
fent feems as promifing a Seafon as can well 
be expefted, if not for wholly extirpating 
this baneful Root of Bitternefs, at leaft for 
checking the Growth of it. The Unanimity 
lately fhewn throughout this Kingdom was 
confeffedly of the utmofl Importance to us 
all. Nor let it be fuppofed, that the like 
Harmony is now become either ufelefs or im- 
prafticable. The true Interefts of our King 
and our Country are certainly in themfelves 
united : And, though fome Diverfity of Sen- 
timents about the Methods of promoting 
them will ever fubfift among fuch Creatures 
as Men, and will generally appear in a free 
Country : Yet furely, unlefs Men are unrea- 
fonabty fond of their own Opinions, mere JD/- 
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'oerfity need not degenerate into Strife^ nor 
will Zeal work itfdf ujp into Rage and Fury* 
• Only by Pride comet b Contention ; but with 
the welUadvifedy the lowly y is Wifdom : -- even 
That * Wifdonty which is from above i which is 
firft purey then peaceable ; gentle, and eafy to 
be entreated. 

If, however. Inconveniences in this refpeft 
fliould not always be prevented : If too ma- 
ny will ftill be more folicitous for the Preva- 
lence of their own Schemes than about the 
Promotion of the general Good : If Some 
will go on groundlefsly fufpedling, and thence 
needlefsly difgufting, their vvell- dilpofed 
Neighbours ; whilft the ^ Words of Others 
grow fierce becaufe their Advice is not firft had, 
and their Country ferved exadlly in their 
Way : If, in fhort, warm Zealots on all Sides 
will unneceflarily ^ kindle a Fire and compajs 
them/elves about with Sparks i and, after wdlk^ 
ing in the Heat of their own Fire and in the 
Sparks that they have kindled, will choofe to 
lie do^vn in Sorrow : Let each 'of us at leall 
keep his own Heart with all Diligence ; guard- 
ing againft the firft Motions towards all fuch 
Vehemence in himfelf, and avoiding as much 
as poffible the Contagion of it in others : Con-^ 

a Prov. XIII. lo. and IX. z* b Jam, III. ij. c. 2 S^4 
XIX. 43, dIfai.L.ii. 

vinced. 
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vinced^ that Nothing in diis World can re* 
compcnfe the Lofs of a Meek and ^iet SpU 
rit ; which is not only a prefent Ornament 
and Bleffing to every one that retainetb it, but 
a neceflary Preparative for that peaceful Re- 
gion, where the harfli Voice of Party fhall 
not be heard, where Enmity and Difcord 
fhall have no Being. 

Secondly, If we fincerely rejoice at the late 
feafonable Refcue of the Perfons and Proper- 
ties of our Countrymen, and of the Liber- 
ties, Laws and Government of our Country ; 
Let our Thankfulncfs exprefs itfelf in hearty 
Endeavours to contribute our Share towards 
the Projperity and Plenteoufnefs of our Jeru-- 
falenty by an honeft Induftry in our proper 
Stations; without making necdlefs Excur-^ 
fions from thence into the Provinces of o- 
thers, particularly of thofe wliom Providence 
hath fet over us ; or Meddling nvitb them that 
are given to Change. 

How obvious foever it may feem, it can 
fiardly be too often inculcated, that every 
Man's immediate Concern is the prudent Re- 
gulation of his own Conduft, and the faith- 
ful Discharge of his own Duty. By the Be- 
haviour of oilier Men, efpecially of Men in 
exalted Stations, our private Interefts may in- 
deed remotely, and thofe of the Publick more 

nearly. 
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fiearly, be affeded : And I am neither fup- 
pofing it pofllble for a true Lover of his 
Country to be wholly infenfible of what re- 
lates to its Credit and Profperity, nor that it 
is always unlawful to declare his well-ground- 
ed Sentiments concerning fuch Traniadions« 
But thcn> even in fuch Cafes» there is 2Lfuit^ 
able RefpeB due to' Authority wherefoever pla- 
ced, and more elpecially to that of the fu^ 
preme Magi/irate: Who, not only. on Ac* 
count of the honourable Relation in which He 
ftands to God, but alfo as being our Civil 
Parentf may reafonably expe<^ from us the 
fame facred Regard to his Perfon, the fame 
tender Concern for .his Reputation, the fame 
Unwillingnefs rafhly to receive unfavourable 
Impreflions or to ipread unkind Reports, to 
which our Natural Parents are confefledly 
entitled. And after all, a diligent Attendance 
pn the Buiinefs of a Man's proper Calling will 
ordinarily be found his beft Method of ex- 
prefling a reafonable AfFeftion for his Coun- 
try, and an excellent Prcfervative againft un* 
reafonable Anxiety about it. 

Whether therefore our Superiours (hall at 
all Times difcharge their rcfpedtive OflBces to 
our Satisfadlion or not ; be it pur Care pun- 
ctually to anfwer the Demands of our own. 
The Truth is, the Conduft of Perfons at a 

Diilance 



PfAaiKe &oai tts i» Poiat, about: which we 
may he littk qualiififd to judge ^ aiid» £ho^l4 
wf ]^rQQeed to pcife S^nicnce, pur Cenfur^B 
ivight pro4>ahly be uncharit&bk^ etc hdk im^ 
Mitment : 3ut sur ^wn Bu^fs is what Wf 
both qK^y and ought to be w^l acqu^to^ 
with : Thi$ th^efore we may M^y Jtudy^ 
Aild ki this we may uiefuUy employ ourr 
ftlvei. . And happy would it be for th^ ^whdf 
Cammumtyy Were the Activity of ite fey^erajl 
Members thu« regularly employed: ^9(pfy 
iw facb Membn-^ cpuld he be periwaded dia$ 
to i^nfine his ^tcintion to his own Afiairs^ 
^bife would then be &^ carefully^ and^ by 
the Bleffibg of Piovidencey ip fiiccefsfully 
inaoag^i th^t Men would feklom f^iid any 
Temptation M Home for endeavourir^ to duf- 
turb Settleinents> or to throw Things into 
Confuikai : They would have little Leifure 
or Iiielbiation for ttaX peaking Evil ofDigni-^ 
tki$ or thofe undutiful Murmurings and C^m-' 
fhifif^gs againft them^ which are often ^<^ 
iBaoy Steps towiM^s Sedition and Rebellion ia 
the Pedbas themselves i or however (as vve 
h»ye found by fatal Experience) |nay, where 
there is no f^ch Pe%n» giYe Encouragement 
to them in Others* 

. . And Jejt none of us i^ake Ught of Setiitm 
and Rebellion :i Which, unlefs Principles them* 

M felves 
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fclves are become liable to Variation, can ne- 
ver be considered as indifferent and harmlefs 
Things/ by any real Friend to the ibcid In- 
terefts of Mankind, any fihcere Profejflbr of 
the Religion of the Bleifed -Jesu*, or any 
•true Son of that Church, whofe Honour it 
has ever been conftantly to inculcate the Du- 
. fy.of ^SubjeSim to the higher Powers. '• Who 
diefc higher Powers are,'' Will not (I hope) 
now be ihade a ^ejliorif after the prefent Set- 
tlement of the Crown has taken Place thro' 
{o long a Courfe of Years, and has. been over 
and over recognized (as it was at firft efta- 
blifhed) by the fupreme Wifdom of the Na- 
tion. Or, if real Scruples ifaould remain 
with any in this Generation ; even thefe, I 
prefume, could hardly juftify/r/t;^?/^ Perfons 
in attempting by Violence and Bloodfhed to 
* remove Kings and Jet up Kings : This /i^e?ri 
the Almighty claims as a Branch of His Pre- 
rogative i and, as.Hfi-aeeds not the AiM- 
ance of frail Mortals to enable Him to fimjh 
it, to Him, mcthiriks. Men really fcmpu- 
k)us fijoiild choofe to leave it, to be accom- 
plished ^t His own Time and in His own 
Way. —But as to- Others, who have no Scru- 
ples of this Kind ; who have acknowledged 
the Lawfulnefs of the eftabliflied Grovem- 
a.Ram;XiIL I, b Daft. IP. 21. 

< ment. 
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ttfinXf ^and for many Years enjoyed gf eat ^jpfe/* 
nifs and Safe^ uii4er it ; and who, if they 
h«ve nqt beai .farther obliged by any perfo-- 
•aajl JRavoarSy have however, in the Courfe of 
a long Reign, been unprovoked by any real 
AdIS of Oppreflion or Tyranny, any Viola- 
.tion of private Property, any Infra^on of 
the Liberty^ Laws, or Juftice of the Com- 
munity : For any fuch Perfons, (cfpecially if 
to all <^er Ties of Gratitude and Duty they 
have added that moft awful one, the Oath of 
GOD y) to take the Sivord againlt their King 
and their Fellow-Subjeds 5 to ^o their Part 
towards involving their Country in all the 
Calamities of an inteftine War, and (ijj Cafe 
even of Succefs) towards entailing Slavery 
upon their Pofterity : This furely muft be a 
P^eeding— •- of which I will only here fay, 
I blefe God that fo few, comparatively fpeak- 
ing fo extremely few, of thofe who call them- 
fetves Englijbmeny ftand chargeable with the 
aggravated Guilt of it. 

Lajifyi Has the good Provi4ence of Goo 
once mpre interpofed in the ProtefUon of that 
excellent Church whereof we are Members, 
from the Dangers to which it appeared lately 
e:i^fed ? If pur Thankfulnefs flow from zjujl 
Value for this Blefling, it will exprefs itfelf 
in a confiant Watchfulnefs for the Preferva-^ 

M 2 tion 
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tbn of the &me happy Cc»iftitutk>fi $ ifl to 
txemplary Attendance on its Worfliip and its 
Ordinances ; and^ moft of all, in an Imptxh)€^ 
ment anfwerubk to thofe Adrantages, whicll 
we ftill enjoy by the Continuance of it. 

As to our Adverfaries of the Church of 
Romey let our late Apprehenfions inipire U6^ 
though not vdth any Aiperity againft th^ 
CharaSers, or Rancour againft their Perfittis^ 
yet with an irreconcileable Averiion to ^eil- 
tmchriftian Tene«5» their cwrapt and abothi^ 
nable Prafticcs. Notwithftanding all tKcft- 
Artifices, notwithftanding any favourable O* 
pinions we may charitably entertain of the 
intentions of particular Members Of lliat 
Communion^ be we well affiiped, that tbt 
Ruft of Popery itfelf hath not yet been ak^e^ 
tier wiped aijoay. Of its Perfidy and untole^ 
rating Spirit we have ^recent Inftsnces in 
fome Neighbouring Countries : And> if w^ 
purfeives have not feen, yet t^ur Fathers have 
told us, fome unpromifing Experiments of its 
fender Mercies and its Mediod of kee^g 
Failb "iintb Hereticks^ that have mone than 
once b^n made in our own. And, ' s^ter ^ 
fiat bos formerly come upon 4ts, after all ^t 
We. lately dreaded, for our EihI Deeds i J^^g 

•^ * See a Traft lately Publifhed, < imitHled, Popery a/ways tb$ 
SMe: Primed b^ J. Q/tver: 1746. - ^ a Ezwi IX. '13, 1'4- 

— qfir 
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B^ GOD baib pun^d us kfi than our Iniqui* 
tf^s deftrvedf and batb given usfuch a Delher- 
4(nc€ as this : SbtmU we again break His Com^ 
mamhnenfs by jmmng with the Peupk of tbeft 
JUfominatiom: What could we reafbnably look 
for» but that Ho would be angry witb us, fiU 
Hejhould bave con^medus,Jo tbat there Jbeuld 
be no Remnant nor EJcaping ?. 

Far be it from us, at the fame Time, to 
let our Zeal againfl; Popery be, like that of its 
dduded Votaries for it, a Zeal without Unow^ 
Mge. Yet fiich it moft certainly will be| if 
our Dettftation of a corrupt Religion termir 
»at( (afi it is itttaUy apt to do) in an Indiffisr 
iwacc towairffl all Rdigion ,• \i wx Abhorrmct 
oflMs betray U9 into the Commijion (fSMri^ 
kgci if in paring away the Abufes, we wpund 
iiut Vitals, of Chriftianity- Whilft we juftly 
ddicBlie the legenikry Aopqunt^ of Popijh Mi*i 
racki$ M ^ carefully guard againft ^1 con^ 
' $empituon$ Thought3 of diofe truly wonderful 
Works, concerning which we have all thj 
Mvideme ^% ditet Fai^s caA want ornd-^ 
DMt i^, ikAt they were .opeoiy. vfm^t lA 
At« S«^ of M^tHitude^, for ParpOilds highi|r 
wor% of iCJo© : Wl?aft We t^yt£X Thoft 
^^mimi jfrtklesfd Faith, which ve wnfof^ 
por)t^ by jScfiptur)9 and arp {^^ Ck>atr«ftict 
tifiOfi bpdilo CMT Reafcn ai\d our Seoffs i let 

us 
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us preferve a juft Reverence for tfaofe re^ 
Chriftian DoSrines, which though they may, 
and from the Nature of their Objects muft, 
in fbme re^&s tranicend bodi, yet contra- 
di<% neither. Let us not in to undiitingui(h- 
ing a Manner condemn the extravagant 
Claims of the Papai Hierarchy to an abfolute 
Domiman over the Faitb^ and Tyranny ovtf * 
die Properties and Pedbns, of CHRISTs 
Flacky as to difcaid all fuch Superiority of 
Order 9 all fuch Regularity of Mimfirationj all 
filch Authori^ of In/truSum^ and Bower of 
ipiritual Difcip&Uy as He r'ealfy kft with His 
Apojlles to be tranfinitted to their Succeflfors. 
wito the End of the World. In fhort. Let no 
Friend to the Reformation give the Ramani/h 
the greateit Advantage they ever have againft> 
qSy by vindicating our Sq)aration from them 
<^n fuch Principles^ as, if regqlarly puribed, 
would not leayt our ^lefled Lono any v^le 
Cb^cby any puUick ProfeQion of His Rdi* 
gion, upon Earth. 

Above all ; let our Thankfulnefs for th^ 
Preiervation^ and our Zeal for the Honour, 
of our Holy Religion ffa^w itfdf hy^ diat beft 
Me^od of Exprtilibn, its Influence and Efii-- 
cacy on our Tempers and our Lives. In vain 
fliall we {)bad: ourfdves Members of the pu- 
jreft Church, if ourConverfations and Mamvi^ 

are 
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are not at all purified by it : Little will it avail 
us, that the moft edifying Inllrudtions, the 
moft heavenly Ordinances, have beeq cpnti-* 
nually open and eafily acceffible to us, if vire 
remain unedified by the one, and but rarely 
attend, or for Form's fake only frequpnt, thft 
other. Unreformed Prof<?flbrs, tho' no juft 
Objedfcion, are in Fad a Diigr^cei to the 
moft happily reformed Profeflion of Chrifti- 
anity : And , better bad it been for us not to^ 
have known the Means pf Grace whiph our 
exceUeQt Church holds fprth fp us, if wc 
continue barren an4 ^nfruitful under them ; 
if our Opportunities and Advantages be not 
anfv^erft4 by a proportionable Growth in Grace ^^ 
4md in the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour ^ 
Jejis CHRIST, 

I ana fenfible, it is high Time that I fhoul4. 
here rel§afe You : Yet, I am unv^illing to 
clofe this Difcourfe virithout fubjpining one 
fliort but momentous, and (I truft) not whol- 
ly unfuitable, Hefledtipjoi upon what has been 
faid. 

Among the fq vera! Articles of li anger 
which lately threatened our Country^ I have 
41 along confidered, not only the Civil Rights 
of the Community, but >the Properties of par- 
ticular Ferfons, as being nearly affedted^ And 

indeed. 
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Indeed, whilft Men live in this tVm^ld^ nei- 
Aer Reftibn nor Religion require them to 
live wholly ab^ve all Concern f6r the ntoceffwy 
Accommodations, or even the Comforts ^f it. 
Give me Leave however to &y, that die Sir 
tuition of Affairs, which we have been recoj- 
k6ting^ has not had all that Influence Hpon 
Our Minds that it is fitted to have> if it ha0 
not left upon them very lively ImpreiTions of 
the Precarioufnefs of all earthly Poffeffipns, 
the Vanity of accumulating them, and the 
Danger of placing any Confidence in them.^-p 
To refledt (as, I fuppofe, Thoufands muft na- 
turally have reflcfted) how fiiddenly the moft 
Opulent, notwithftanding all their fuppoifed 
Securities^ might have been defpoiled of eve- 
ry Thing in this World : how the Man that 
could fay within himfelf, •"Jtf/» rich, and 
increafed with Oeods^ and have Need (f No-: 
thing,'' might the next Hour have found 
himfelf wretched and miferable and foor and 
naied l-^Mulk not This make nsfeeliht Pn>r 
priety of the Expreiiions, (at the fame Time 
expofin^ the Folly of the Pradices) of ^Jet-' 
ting our Eyes on that which is not, oi^wea^ 
Tying ourfehes for very Vanity, oi^trufi^ 
ing in u*/CBR't AXN Kicbesf^ ? Muft it not put 

a Rev. III. 17. h Prov. XXIIJ. 5. c Hat. IL 13. 
d I Tim. VI. 17. '■'.•■• * 

w 



us uppn (ecuriri^ ^ loMrfti):^ (f tfty Aich m)i 
be faciir^d, ablSuC^y out of tb^ A^ach of «II 
fock Cafuaki^ft^a^hc^ alarm OHf Pears P ->-'^ 
Now^ iu^h i^i^ futereft our Holy R^lig^oii 
Pf6poft« to MA all? And the fdtlowiiijg^ Ad-t 
vke^4)f its Dhtne Author may^ be -at once 
Your Diredion ajid Your Cotnfort upon ^is 
Point : ~ 'jL^;^ not up for Tokfjhhes Hl/^afitrA 
upon Earth ; where Moth and Ruji doth cor^ 
rupt, and where thieves break through and 
fteah: But lay up for Tourfehes Treafures in 
Heaven; where neither Moth nor RuJi doth 
corrupt J and where Thieves do not break through 
norjieal. 

May We all wifely make Choice of this 
^ Crood Part which, when once obtained^ ^all 
not be taken away from Us ! and in the mean 
Time, that we may "" lead quiet and peaceable 
Lives in all Chdlinefs and Honejiy, let our Sup^ 
plications, Frayers and Intercejfions be, by way 
of Concluiion, added to our Giving of Thanks. 

^^ Grant, O Lord, that All that are in 
^^ Authority may, in their relpedlive Capaci- 
^* ties, confcientioujly ftudy to promote Thy 
f* Glory and the Good of Thy People. In an 
'* efpecial Manner blefs and defend Thy Ser- 
f ^ vant, our Sovereign, King GEORGE : Let 

a Matt. VI. 19, 20. b-JLuke X. 42. c 1 Tim. II. i, 2. 
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f*J^ tbrme be e/tahB/bed in Righteot^nefs ; 
<* ^d ott Bimfelf and His Poilerity kt the 
** Crown for evtx flourijh. — And Grant, that 
<* the Courfe of this World may be fi peaceably 
** ordered by thy Gaverrumce, that ^by 
♦« CH^CH m^ jeyfidfy ferve tbee in ail 
f* Godly ^tnefsi thro' Jefiu CHRIST our 
f* IfORD. Amen. 
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,'m^iiiim III III iniiiiiiiT iiiirn .iiiiiiii lift aah 

GOJb is ^mfy t9 h fattred 4h the 
- jytfHhfy of the Saints 5 and ko h 
hoi in Reverence ^ All t}iem toat 
are uhm Him, 

AMIDST fevtnd huihine D(ft%fti 
fet on ftkjt, and «wrfj^ i>mfr 
^0ffe^ in difibrent Parts of tih 
i^atiott, thert is ho^evd- ew Ap* 
fXearantee whidi diafkens tlic Ptofpett of OoocI 
Men : I mean That Indiflfetence abdUt Ad 
WorihijJ <^ Ahnighty GdD, ivhieh hath foif 
foihcTim^ befen dfcfcending, Kke othetPia 
ftion9, froin Perfbns of Station and Fortuhd 
to the Body of the People. Hfence We fee 
even that JhtaU Portion of Time, xvhich ottr 
Greaeor from the fe^jintting refetved fot HS* 
ownlBervice, fo frequently proftituted t6 Ad 
Purpofcs of Worldly Bufiheft dr Pleafiire. 

Inilead 
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Inftead of devoutly approaching tAe Courts of 
the LORD9 with their refpe&ive Families^ 
One goes to bis Farm^ Another to bis Mercban^ 
^.. .ilnjuimecefl^ Joorney-xtr an impeifti-^ 
ncnt Vifit, any Thing or even Nothing* ftiall 
be fufficient to detain Men from paying their 
weekly Acknowledgments to that bountiful 
Hand, from which "^ep are every Moment 
receiving Life and Breatb and all things ! 

A;^f^i^g^g:$yinptom this, uid^fiick as 
niay wel}^ ^arm, every Lover. of p^[r.O)UIltry^ ! 
For certain it is, and the Experience of Ages 
cbhfirnts the Obfervatloft, that a General 
Ncglca of God's Publick Worfliip is clofely 
connected with a Decay of every Thing Great 
or Glorious in a Nation : And/ as it is imme- 
^zXAy tbe Reproach^ fb doth it,, naturally as 
well as judicially, bring on the Ruin, of any 
f^eople. . I wUl not fay, but that in civilized 
Statei^, whilft the Remains of ^a liberal Edur 
cation, continue tp operate, a certain peceoicy 
of Manners, aided by a Senfe of Honour^ 
EDnay^r ^, ^i&/7? preferve tolerable Qrdfr, and 
even produce fome beneEcial £ffe(^, in the 
upper Hanh of Men. But, among. /g^. ^14///- 
H^atid Minds, the Degeneracy will fhcw itfelf 
much fooner j rendering th^t Strength and 
A&ivity,, on the Application whereof fo n^uch 
muft in every Community always depend, not 
t barely 
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barely afdeft^ btit mifchicvous tb the Pub^ 
Ikky and often fatal to the unhappy Wretches 
tiiemfelves. I vfn&t we had fewer Occafiona 
to refled on the Condition of our own People 
in this Reiped. Biit we all know^ how fre- 
quent it is for Thofe among them^ who are 
brought by dieir Crimes to ignominious Ends^ 
to date the Commencement of their Ruin, 
from their Ceafing to keep GOD's Sabbaths^ 
and to reverence His SanSuary. And^ wheif 
We trace this Negled through its ftill more 
momentous Confequences beyond the prefent 
Life ; the Spreading Contagion muft ftill more 
ienfibly affedt every Friend tb Mankind^ and 
render it ftill more incumbent on Us^ in our 
fublkk Exhortations 9 as far as We may, to 
ftop the Progreis of it* 

An Attempt to contribute in any Degree to« 
wards an End {<^ defirable, will not, I truftj^ 
be thought wholly unfuitable to the Bufinefs 
of our prefent Aflembling. For which Pur- 
pofey however, I ihall not afFe<5t to entertain 
This venerable Audience with any laboured 
Diiquifitions. Better (hould I hope to anfwer 
the Deiign of this Appointment, could 1, by . 
bringing to Your Remembrance a few plain 
^rutbSf efFedtually engage All that hear nie 
I'bis Day J to pay a like decent Attendance at 
other ^ims upon the Worflup of That All- 

perfeft 
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pdrfta Deiog J Who in i«i^ ^r*^fy '^'^ 

kad in. Sramte .^ M i^bm that m^t.tAttUt 

miJln»i • ■ ■• • I ., J . .. 

By the iP^dn if GOD is ftfflt Idklelii wk 
Holf Soriptuct meaol the f^t^k of Out Dwtjr* 
Put w« may here uiuderAlnd it in a mirf rfi 
JntmeJ idbd proper Seoft t m ieooting thtl 
^ jdh(^ ^d prafoiln4. VcitoiAtLoil, wUdt 
Gob'6 ado/eble Peffc£Udn^'4ein)Uxl from tibft 
vIkQieied/iimtz/Cceation : Foi* itis fivr whitib 
leeiM to hare, imde dbte ootdft powerful Im.- 
pr^ioa uj^it: th^ P/afm^'a Mtnd» in th4 
Eaflage bfcfoW Us. — • Q JLORD, fajs Jbc, 

Works f and. thy. Truth in the (xwf^egdiim tf 
the Saints : For what is tU tttfimfg^ iJ!>e Clmtdt 
that Jhail bt compared tmt9 tire LORD f. or 
fli69 is be 4i^$ttg tie Godst tiat /haH 6e Ukt 
Mftte tie LORDf'-FvM of the fublime Idesit 
he hi-eilcs forth again : ' O LORD GOD ^ 
U^s» Who is Wte untP thee / Hhf tnttb» «o^ 
eighty LORDt is on every Side. That rukfi 
the Raging <f the Sea ; Tbonfiillefi the Warn 
thereof when they ar^e •• — * The Heavens ate 
Thine, the Earth alfois Thine: Thau b^ laid 
the Foundation of the round World, and aS 
that therein is. -—In thefe and the like exalt^, 

■ <Bfal.LXXXIX.£,6. hV.S,g,tt. 

cd 
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M Strains doth the pious Pfalmyi fet forth 
Ae Pbwer and Majefty of Godj and his aB- 
folute Sovereignty over both the Natural and 
Moral World. .^ 

^ dae Gonteniplation of God'^ glorious 
Attributes, — His Eternity , by which He is 
from Ever lofting to Everlajiing — His Immen- 
Jity, by which He Jills Heaven and Earth — - 
His All-powerful Arm, with which Nothing is 
impoffibk -~ and Uh All^feeing Eye, to which 
our mojljecret Thoughts are naked and open ~- 
muft needs fill the Mind with Wonder and 
Aftonifliment. And accordin^y this Fear of 
GOD, this juft Apprehenfion of liis transcen- 
dent Perfeaiohs, hath in all Ages kept-pace 
with Men's other illuftrious Qualities; and 
hath ever exerted itfelf liioft eniinehtly in 
the moft eminent Perfonages. Frbhi This We 
find holy Job thus adhionifhing his Friends, 
• Sh^all not his Excellency make You afraid, and 
his Bread fall upon You ? And, as to himfelf, 
•• Therefore (faith he) am I troubled at His 
Pfefence; when Tconfder, lam afraid of Him, 
From This, Mofes, in a Mixture of devout 
Fear and holy Tranfport, cries out, *= Who is 
like unto Thee, O LORD, glorious in Holinefs, 
fearful in Praifes, doing Wonders I And, (to 
multiply no more Inftances) from a Contem- 
aJob.XilLn. b-XXm.ij. cExod.XV.,i, 

N platioa 
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Illation of this Kind» wc have the Prophet 
Jeremiah thus addrelEi>g the Alodghtjr. "Far-^ 
a/much as there is nme like unta TJbee, Q 
LORD ; T'hou art great i and thy Name is 
great in Might i Wb& would not fe4r Vthee^ O 
m^g of Nations ? 

And, if God is thus ehfitted to 6ui* Fear 
on Account of His excellent Greatnefs in Him- 
felf. He is ftill more fo when contemplated 
nnder Thofe a^vful Relations He ftands in to 
Us, both as Men and as Cbrijilans^ In the 
former View, as He is our Creator^ Preferver^ 
Governoun and Judge-, in the lattery as He 
is our Redeemer, and SanBifier. It were eafy 
(b enlarge upon each of thefe Gonfiderations i 
ki order to iniprefs on aH our Minds ( what 
cannot be too ffrongly there impreffed) a de* 
vout Veneration for That Great ajid Good 
Being, tvho, on fo many Accounts, nay even 
* becaufe there is Forgivene/s with ^yw, ought 
fo he feared. 

But I muft not now detainr You with any 
Illuftration of thcfe Particulard. ^ke Ftar (^ 
COD is indeed the Beginning, ^«t, wkilft 
confined within the Mind^ is only the Begin- 
ning ^Religious Wifdom^ Our Vcncratiott 
for the Deity mufl difFafe its Influence 

a Jer. X. 6, 7. b Pfel. CXXX. 4. 

•.. through- 
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ittrroughout out- "wbdle ConduSiy and muftj at 
ptoptt Interval, «|H-(9fsiticlf in -^(£?y^f Ho- 
mage and Adoration : tt muft accompany Vq 
to Places fet apart for Sacred ^urpofefe) and, 
by at bncc regulating our Behaviour and ani^ 
mating otrr Performances there, muft render 
Both in fome Meafure fuited to That tremen- 
dbus Being, before whom we more imme-i 
diately prefent ourfelves On fuch foleiiin Oc- 
icafiohis. -— Cod is greatly to be feared iri the 
Ajfembly of the Saints \ and to be had in Reve^^ 
fence (f All them that are about Him. 

From the Words, confidered in ^his View, 
1 might take Occafion riot only to treat of 
the General Duty^ hxxi to recommend the 
Principal Requifitesy of Publick Worfhlp. But 
the Illuftration of the Duty -^ Firfl^ By Con-^ 
f derations drawn from Reafon and Experience 
— Secondly i By Infot^cements founded on the 
Authority of Revelation^^^and La/ily, By a Re^ 
fieSlion or two applicable to the prefent Occa-f 
Jion — *- will employ all the Time that I may 
prefume to take from Your other Engage- 
ments on This Day. 

I. It Will be neither eaiy nor neceffary, 
ttlider the Firfi of Thefe Heads, to preferve 
the Suggeftions of Reajon and the Authorities 

N 2 from 
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from Scripture viYiolly feparate from each a- 
thcr. The Former, wc have Caufe to thinks 
if left to itfelfy Would have given us but very 
little Affiftance, on T^his Subjedt efpecially^ 
Nor would I be onderAood to afcribe the fol- 
lowing Confiderations to lis fole Difcovery. 
All I here mean is, for the Sake of Methodi 
to, begin with fuch Arguments in Favour of 
Publick Wdrfhip as may feem deducible — 
from the Relation we ftand in to Almighty 
GOD — from the Circumjiances of Mankind 
about us r— aind from the Confdoufnefs of what 
pafleS within ourfehes ; abftraSiing for the 
prefent from any Divine Injundion or Pqfitive 
Law for the fame Purpofe. 

I. And Firjly Let us confider, how this 
Matter appears in the Views of Reafon and 
Experience^ more particularly in relpedt of 
our Obligations to Almighty GOD. 

** That there is a GOD" and " that He is 
to be nvorjhippedr are Truths, which I will 
prefume need no Proof in this Place, Should 
it be faid, " This Woffhip is a Tribute, which 
may be paid within a Man's own Breaji ;" it 
will readily be granted, that the Payment of 
it ought always to begin there. But, bcfides 
thofe Perfonal Confiderations which may of- 
fer themfelves more properly hereafter; what 

I would 
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I would here ob/erve, as at leaft highly confix 
nant to Nature^ is, that not only God's Au-^, 
thority muft he revered in our own Mindsf 
but our Senfc' of it expreffed, and His Name 
glorified before Men. The Glory cfGOD is, or 
fhould be, the End purfiied by the Whole 
Creadon c It is inceffantly declared by the Ir- 
rational^ and even the Inanimatey Parts of it j 
and ought furely to be by Man fct forth with 
no lefs Conftancy; becaufe what the others 
perform by neceffary Courfe, may bje freehf 
paid by him, as his Reafonabk Service. ^ 

But now, in order to promote Oop's Glo- 
ry, we muft make our Regard for it vtfiblei 
we muft reverence Him publiMy^ and confefs 
Him before Men. If His Name may be hal-- 
lowed, and His Perfedtions recognized, in the 
Worfhip of the Clofet ^ fuch AiSs, of which 
God and our own'ConCciences are the only 
Witneffes, cannot exert any dire^ Influence 
OH thofe about us- Whereas, by " the Light 
of our Devotion JImzing before Men^ we may 
engage them alfo to glorify our Father who is 
in Heaven. Whilft, by ^ worfhipping the 
LORD in the Beauty of Holinefs, we our- 
felves appear to Jiand in Awe of Him, we tell 
it put among the Heathen, though not in fd 

a Matt. V. 16. b XCVI.9,10. 

. many 
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many Words, yet with ftill greater Efficacy^ 
that the LORD is King. 

There '\% not perhaps amqng Mankind. ^iv 
Appearance more declarative of Goo's Gloryi 
than that of a numerous, yet regular^ Con^ 
gregation, met together in a Place decently 
adorned and properly, fet apart ibr facred 
Purpofcs, uniformly breathing forth th« bum^ 
ble De^res or pious Tranfports of their JSouls» 
to His Name^ wbicb is greats wander] uU and 
holy f Should any PerUbns, qiit of mere Cut 
riofity, approach fuch holy Solcnjnities ; tl»jr 
eannot (one would think) Tomain wholly un^ 
afFefted i but may well be aa ^ Smd^ him&l( 
when among the Pr^fbeis sx^ovt^ than onc«5 
was, caught by the almo/l-irrefiftible Iwr 
predion, .^ff the whole Cht^fh be C9me f^e^. 
tber into offe PIace$-^and there come, in, oft f<jj 
ih-iking an Occafioni* One that be&eiueth n$ti 
or One unlearned i be is ctmvinced ^ Jik he is 
judged of All: A^d th^s are the Afcrets ofbi^ 
Heart made mfinifefii imdjkp foiUmg down on 
his Face be will^mrj^ip GCiDs and ^fpoft that 
GOD is in Tou of a Truths 

2* And hence, Sec^ndlff^ A% if Riegatd tQ. 
GOD's Gl<ny requires oar Puhiick v^skiiouF«» 
ledgments, fo mufl the Principle tiuit is nes;! 

a I Sam. X.I 1. and— XIX. 24. k iCot;X1V.23,24, 25, 

to 
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3to it in Dignity y I mewa, Qdod v>iU toiaoardi 
Men. 

Indeed, lb cjofely are the Glory jof Go» 
and the Good of Mankind conne<aed ixi thi$ 
pBfped:^ that whatever proniotes the Forjncr 
xnuft in proportion be fubfervieijt to the Laf* 
ttx\ and what hath juft beep obferved jin II- 
Joftration of jthe .foregoing Articjc may eafily 
be accomnjodated to the Proof of This. W^ 
may, in our moxtfecret Devotions, pray for 
jthc Qonvcrfion or the Improvement of other 
Men. But then, what Influence foever ouf 
fntirciffiqns Vfvxf be Cuppofed tp have jo\vard$ 
their fpiritual Advantage^ oar Examples, can 
bave none, ^hefe^ to mal^e them beneficial^ 
fnuft be vifiUe. Which GonfideratiQi> alpne^ 
could we urge no other, ought fttrely to have 
finne Wpigfat \yith Perfons pf ample For^ 
tones and fiiperiour Rank- For> ftippofing a|: 
preient that Men of Tafte and Refinement 
fould perform their m^u Duty to God in pri-- 
fate only, with ib^cient Regularity and Sucr 
pe£B-, it flioiiidi howwer be rememberet!^ th^ 
a// Men caitmt receive this Saying : Liefs e|cr 
v^ted Mindi witt ever be incapable of keep^- 
ii^ alive theif Devcrdoii by fuch pnrely fpirt- 
(tt^l AdQb%(ie$ to the Divine Being: And 
yet, certainly, fomp Regard muft be due to 

the 
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the Souls of Thofe Perfons, by whofe Induf** 
try and Fidelity /i6^ ^ State of the Worlds and 
the Graadeur of their Superiours in particu- 
lar, is principally maintained. 

But the Truth is. Men who pay no out- 
ward Regard to the Worfhip of God will 
not generally, nor can They rcafonably, be 
ftippofed to have much Concern about His 
Being or Providence. And, whilft the Bulk 
of Mankind take, as in fa6t They ordinarily 
^ will take, the Patterns of their Condudt, nay 
even their very Notions of Duty, from Men 
of Eminence and Authority ; fhould Thefe by 
a total JJJegledt of the Publick Offices of Re- 
ligion give Occafion to fufped:, that GOD is 
fcarcely in all their Thoughts-, wh^t muft foon 
become of the Piety, and (by eafy Confe-^ 
quence) of the Morals of their Inferiours and 
Dependents, is not hard to fay. In plain 
Truth, Men of Figure and Affluence wotdd 
do well to refleft, how much their own Eafe, 
Safety, and Proiperity, muft ever depend on 
the Principles of them of low Degree. And, 
if, by the Degeneracy of thefe latter, the for-r 
mer fhould find ^ their Houfes lefs fafe from 
Fear, aqd their Perfons more expofed to In-*- 
fult and Violence J They muft not be furprir 

a Eccluf. XXXVIIL 64. b Job XXI. 9. 

zed 



zed at the Diforders introduced by their own 
Examples : Nor have they any '^ight to cttm- 
plain> when Thofe, whom tHeir Praftice is 
continually teaching ^ not to fear GOi^ fi> 
far improve upon tl^e Hint given them^ as 
not to regard Man.-^KXX, t6 proceed. 

If we farther confider'Men as united in S^r 
cietiesy Publick Worftiip will appear neceflaT 
ry to them in every View : Neceffary as a Prer 
fervattve of Thofe Religious Influences on 
the Minds of the feveral Mertibers, without , 
which ** the whole Body cannot be fitly joined 
together ; and neceffary as an Evidence of their 

• effeSlual Working in the Meafure of every Farty 
without which there can be no fuch Reliance 
on an equal Circulation of Good Offices, as 
the Health and Increafe of the Body requires. 
Where the Members of a Community regu- 
larly attend upon the flated Offices of Reli- 
gion, and wali together in the Houfe of GOD 
as Friends I there a Foundation is laid for 
mutual Confidence ; there the Affairs of the 
Publick, or the Intercourfe between particu- 
lar Perfbns, may be carried on with Chear-? 
fulnefs, becaufe with a reafonable Security. 
Whereas, He, who never appears to worjhip 
God, cannot be known, cannot well be pre- 

a Luke XVIII. i, 4. b Eph. IV. 16. 
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finned; fofear Him i and is on that Account 
incapable of giving either the whole Society 
09 any of his Fcllow-Mcmbcrs the moft pro- 
p<)r Pledgee of his FaithlulnefG and f ntegrity« 
And^ Jhould fuch Examples beconie general^ 
it may be worth confidering» on what Foot-* 
ixkg Siocial Conjmerce could for any Time be 
fupporjied ; or how, in particular Thofe Ad- 
n^Hiftratians of Jujiice could be carried on 
with apy Prppricty, which muft 6ver prefup- 
poie /bme Tie upon the Co^cknc^s of AH 
who^ give Evidence or Verdift on ^e(b fo? 
Jemn Occafioos. 

• Add to this, that as long as Divine Provir 
(Jenoe (hall be believed to concern Itfelf witH 
Humane A^irs j(and furcly> fof t|je Credit as 
weU-as the Comfoit of IVf^kiad, ST^/V will 
always be believed ) fo long Cknc^niMlmitie^ of 
Men, asfmby will iind perpetual Calls^ to a^- 
dtafs the SupteiDe Being: And theie^ not 
y^ith regard to their Secular Inteiefts only^ 
but alfo on Account of many Spiritual Bkf-* 
iing& ; which, however Tbcy may be thought 
merely ferjbnaly ^ctt certainly oi facial s^nA ge- 
neral Concern : Such as, the pubtick Means 
of Grace, -the Light of Go0'^ Truth, the De*- 
fence of His Church, &c. And it uauft ever 
be highly fit and reafonable, that common 

J * Wants 
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Wants ihquld be jointly made known to our 
common Father, that comoaon Evils ihouH 
%t^ jointly deprecated, and common Benefits 
with united Gratitude acknowledged. Nay 
ev^n thpfc Good Things which are moft fpir 
ritual unc^ mpft ftriftly pergonal; Aich as, the 
pardofi of Sin$ paft, the Supply pf Strength 
againft Temptations for the future ; -r— y/S^/J 
too may, furely be, in general Terms at leaftj^ 
jointly implored ; iipafmuch as everyi Wor- 
ikdpper ii equally concerned to obtain them« 
Eipecially if it fhall appear, Ihat the Ferveii^ 
cy of our Prayers for Thefe aod all other 
Bleflings may be greatly ^^fted, and our 
Hopes of theiy Succefa proportip^ably cncrea-^ 
fed, ^y joining 9ur Petitioos with thofe of our 
Brethren. Which Cqnfidcration d^re&ly lead$ 
me to iUiiftrafic^ 

3. In the Tiir J FhcOy The Reafonablencfs, 
Advant£(ge3, and Importance^ pf frequenting 
Publick a{)d. Social Wor(bip in regard to the 
particular Wat^ippefs t^emfelves* 

And here, I am fenfible, many worthy Per- 
fi)ns may find their own Attention mon^fxed^, 
perhaps alfo their Devotion at certain Seafons 
xo0rc J^rvitttf in their ^fri?^ Addreffes to the 
Divine Being, than they can always perceive 
ift nopre publick ?lacea. When the Objedls 

' of 
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of Senfe are in great Meafure fhut out, con? 
templative Perfons will probably often feel 
themfelves not only icfs liable to Wanderings 
and I)iJipations of Thought, but alfo more at 
Liberty to be explicite and particular in con- 
feffing their Sins, laying open their Wants, 
and pouring out their Hearts before God, 
than They could otherwife be. There is, in 
Truth, no Occafion for comparing Publick 
and Private Worfhip to the Diminution of 
Either : Each of thefe may be allowed to 
have its refpeSiive Advantages ; Each is ex- 
cellent, indeed neceffary, in its Order and 
Seafon. Let me n©t, then, be underftood 
to recommend the Worfhip of the Temple 
in Oppofition to that of the Clofet, but in 
ConjiDfSiion with it. ' This latter ought All of 
us to perform^ but None of us tQ leave the 
other undone. 

For, befides what hath already been obr 
ferved of the Condition and Capacities of the 
Generality of Mankind ; even the moft im-r 
proved "Underjlandings will find Caufe to be^ 
ware, left a Worfhip entirely mental, and ab-t 
JlraBed ivom. ^v try fecial Regard, fhould de- 
* generate into pride and Uncharitablenefs, or 
refne itfelf into Ecflafy and Enthufafm. The 
Wife Author of our Nature hath made us fh 

ciable, 
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€idblef and in pzrt corporeal. Beings; and our 
very Addrcffes to Him&l^ will generally fuf- 
fcr by all Attempts to liivefi ourfelves w&ol// 
of either of Thofe Chara(3:ers. Nay I would 
farther appeal to all Perfons accu{lome4 to 
Religious Exercifcs, Whether their pious Af- 
fections have not many Times received con- 
fiderable Accejjions of Warmth, their Zeal of 
Vigoiir, and every Spiritual Capacity of Im- 
provement and Enlargement, from joining in 
the Devotions of a numerous yet well con- 
ducted Aflembly. The Heart that can re- 
main wholly untouched here, muft not charge 
its Coldnefs to the Company It is in; and 
can indeed fcarce be rightly qualified for the 
Service of Almighty God, either in Publick 
or in Private. 

To fpeak freely^ there is great Reafbn to 
fear, that Thofe Perfons, who talk mightily of 
Private Devotion, at the fame Time that they 
caufelefly negledt to give their Attendance up- 
on Publick Worfliip, muft either intend to 
deceive Others, or will e're long very fatally 
deceive their own Hearts. Whilft we carry 
thefe Bodies about us, efpccially if the Cares 
of this Life have any confiderable Hold upon 
us,, it is of the higheft Importance towards 
fecuring any ufeful Remembrance of our Crea^ 

tor. 
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tor, thit Time and Pkce fliotfld htjhcid jfb! 
breaking off our Commerce 1«rith fecular Cohi 
iscms, and folemnly enteiring \At<> His mor6 
immediate Prefence; Men may ftt them- 
(elves Rules f6r this Purpofe ; which, trhcti 
^ duly obferved, are (no doubt) highly praife-^ 
worthy. But^ I am afraid. Rules known on- 
ly to OoD and Mens own Hearts, are apt td 
be tod eafily dtjpenfed with. Seldom will b6 
t^anting Pleas of extraordinary Bufifteft, or of 
fitherwife commendable Application to Stud^ 
and Meditation, to induce them fm' once to 
make free with a Rule of their own prefcri- 
bing. Afld, whilft every fuch Breach makes 
Way for fuccecding ones ; from learning t6 
fiegledl the ufdal Calls to publick Worfliip^ 
Men are in great Danger of growing uncon- 
cerned, firft for whole Days, and then fot* 
Weeks together, about any Sort of Religious 
Intercourfe with their Maker; 'till at length 
they are funk into a Kind of Heathenifm^ and 
even become almoft, as to any good EfFcd^ 
nviihout GOD in the World f 

II. However, if after all any One fhould 
be confcious, or fhould flatter himfelf he is 
confcious, that bis own Devotion doth not 
iSag, nor are the ftated Returns of it inter- 
mitted, 



lllifted, though confined to fah Clofet : I maft 
n$nv proceed to add to the fon^ing Co;Qfidis«- 
rations this farther moil in]fK>rtant one: name^ 
iy, '^Thfit PuilicA Worjbif, in Religious Af- 
£5mblies^ and in Places dedicated to &cred 
Purpofes, is indeed the Ordinance of GOD 
Himfclf J '^ that It bath the Propti/e of Hi» 
more efpecially favourable Acceptance an4 
Regard; and '^that It cannot therefore b« 
omitted^ mifiilfy ^M for aj^ Time. omitX^p 
without a very blaineaUe 'Negh£i of Divine 
Authority, and of the fpiritual Intereib of cnt 
own immortal Soiils. 

For the Proof of this I toay refer to the 
whole Tenor of the infpired Writing8.-^Jirp*^ 
on looking iftto Thefe, one of the • firft 
Things we meet With, after the liicreafe of 
the human Species, is the Worfhip of God 
by Oblations and Sacrifices. After this We 
find the "* Patriarchs i on every extraordinary 
Occafich, ereBing Altars or Pillars^ or plant- 
ting Groves; that is, fetting apart Places for 
folemn Services, and for Calling on the Name 
dfthe LORD, the Everiafiing GOD. As we 
go on in the facred Hijiory, we cannot mifs 
of obfefving, what particular Care was tafceh 

a Gen. iV. 3, 4, 5. b See particularly Gen. VIII. 20. 

— XII. 7, g. — XIII. 18. — XXI. 3r, &c. 
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of every Thilig related to Gob's Service ^ 
tnong that peculiar People, which He fjJ^ 
tfitf of sail the Families of the Earth to place 
His Name there: What Variety diid even Pro- 
fufion of Expehce and SkiU. was empl6yed 
about the Ark z,nA the TCabemacU, long be- 
fore the Worfhippcrs thcmfelves ha4 driy fetT 
tied Habitatiori : Hbw carefully and minute- 
ly the Courfes of the Prhjls and Lgvites weffe 
regulated : How. exadly their Method and 
Times of Attendance prefcribed : How re- 
markably their Obfervance of the Duty tttr 
couraged by that memontble Declaration of 
God Himfclf -^^ *^ In all Places where I re- 
cord my Name I mil come unto Hbeei and I mil 
blefs Thee. 

Look we forwatd to the Settlement of the 
"Jewijh Polity under the Government of Kings? 
We find the Care of God's Publick Worfhip 
making up one of the diftinguiftiing Ingre- 
dients in the Gharadters of their'txW Prin- 
ces ; and, on the other Hand, the NegleSl or 
Perver^on oi it always ftigmatizing their Bad 
ones. The former we have remarkably ex- 
emplified in the Accounts of Solomon {in the 
profperous Part of His Reign) of Jehojhapbat, 
d£ Hezekiah, and Jojiah. But I need not en- 

« Exod, XX. 24. 

large 
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Wge upon Matters fo Well known. Only it 
may defcrve i particular Obfet^vation, that 
King Danmi deceived a ^fptcid Meffage from 
God, cxprcfly approving his Intention only of 
boildiAg an Houfc^ for the folcmn Perform-^ 
ance of Divine Worihip : Whereas it ivas in 
Thine Heart to build an Houfe unto my Nnmef 
Thou Mdji well that it was in Thine Heart /— ^ 
How doth this excellent Prince, tenderly fo- 
licitous for the Welfare of his People, and 
fenlible how niuch their Pfofperity muft ever 
depenrd on the regular Celebration of facred 
Offices J how doth he exult upon difcovering 
in them an Inclination fo like his own ? ^ J 
was glad whin theyfaid Unto me^ *^ We will go 
into the Houfe of the LORD*' And, as to 
hiihfelf, with what holy Ardor doth he ex* 
preft hi8 AfFedtion fof God's Publick Ser- 
vice ! • O how amiable are Thy Dwellings^ Thou 
LORD of Hojs ! My Soul hath a Defre and 
Longing to enter into the Courts of the LORD: 
my Heart and my Flejh cry out for the Living 
GOD I And again i ^ My Soul is athirjl for 
GOD, yea even for the Living GOD I When 
Jljall I come to appear before the Prefence of 
GOD I — Let us remember, that the Pcrfon, 

a Comp. 2 Sam. Vlf. '5, &c. with I Kin. VIII. 1 8. b Pfal. 
CXXli. c — LXXXiV. 1,1. d ~ XUI. te. 
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whofe devoiiit Bf eithings thefe were, lad 4 
▼cry pe^uliaT * "Hefiimot^ ia his Favour f5pom 
God Himfelf : Of which* however, he se* 
ver approved himfelf more worthy, than when 
his Heart was thus^^^ on joining in the it* 
cred Services in his own Perfon, and oo pro- 
viding that they .might be with Decency and 
Beauty foiemnized by others. 

Our Enquiries^ if carried on thfough the 
Frapbjetick Aget, would difcover to ws the 
fame Zeal for God's PuUickWorOaii) in the 
moft eminent Mrn^ whidi hath appeared ia 
the tnoft glor(iotts of their Princes. But the 
Time would fail me to enumerate particolar 
Inflanoes. Let it fuffice to obferve., tha^ 
tiaroi^bout. the ^ewi/h Hiftory, we 6od a 
Love for God's PuhUck W^jhip^ flourilhw^, 
decking, ftnd i^iving, in cmjunttiait wilh 
PuHkk Spirit and etteiyNOther ^eat find moible^ 
Qualification i ftiid Publitk CruHt and Fiof* 
pcrity with a very wonderful J£xa<a»e& Ojoar- 
refponding to Both. 

Nor can the IrttroduAion of <:jaK/,?T*j JJp- 
l^ion into the World he allowed ^to hav^e 
brought in with it any fiiich entire Chaqige -iii 
this Mattar> as Some contend for. Our Skif- 
fed Lord, it is true, hath declared^ that^ as 

9 Con\p.. I Sw. XSII. 14, &c. with Aa» XUl. 22. 
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S (iQD is 4 Spirit , they that mor/hip Him mu$ 
^vwjhip Him in Spirit and in ^rutbi And, 
that neitksr at the temple n$r yet at y^rufa*^ 
iem fliottld Men HMrJhip the Father. But thefe 
Decki«|iQ36> fur ffom condeffioing focial Wor« 
(hip, OHly explain thje unconfined Extent of it 
as to Places and Countries under the Gofpcl'* 
Di^nfation, and fhew what (hould in every 
Place and Country be accounted its princip^ii 
Requijtei the Devotion of the Heart.^-Tk^ 
pur Jjoro yr^s vftry far from intending to dis- 
courage tk^ Joint Addreffe^ of IJis Followers, 
appears from His own Promi/e, that ^ where 
^wo or Three fhould be gathered together tq ajk 
any ^hing in His Namey there ^vould He be in , 
the f^idft of them ; Nay, from the "• J^orm of 
Prayer 9 which Jlimfelf pyefcrib^d ; And Aat 
He was as far from intending to difcourage 
tlipjur Offering up thefe joint Addrejflcs jip P/^-* 
ces dfdif0ted to Religious Purpoies, i$ a^ plaji^ 
fronpi His own ^Ex^ample in ^ttteia^ipg th^ 
Tfii^er^^rvice, an^ fv^^tfi th»t Heat %o4 In-p 
diJ^QSttion with M^iich H? chuftifed the PrOr 
ph(mers of it. Whc» ^urtain Elders of the 
Jews befought Him injiantly in behalf of the 
Good Centurion, they expreis their Sen& of 

a M. IV. »3, 24. b Matt, XVIII. 19, m. c -^-^ 
VL 9, &c. d Job, II. 1 3, 14, 15. e Luke VII.4, <. 
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his Wortbinefs of Favour in thefe remarkaBItf 
Words, **lfe Imeth our'Nation, and bath 
built us a Synagogue ;" And from the Regard 
our Lord paid to fuch a Recommendation, 
His own Approbation of Synagogues or 
Churches among Chrijliansr when their Cir- 
cumftances fhould provide them any fuch fa- 
cred Edifices, may be fairly inferred. But, 
if His Intention in thefe refpedts were lefs 
clear th^ it is ; we find. His Difciples and 
firft Followers (the beft Interpreters of His 
Will, efpecially after the Holy Spirit bad led 
tbem into all Truth) did not think themfelves 
too ipiritual, or poffefled of too high Attain- 
ments, for joining with their Converts • in 
DoSlri'ne and Fellowjhip, and in. Breaking of 
Bread and in Prayers. Accordingly (not to 
multiply Inftances in a Cale fo clear) we find 
St. Paul in particular employing large Por- 
tions of fome of His ** Epijiles in Diredlions 
for the Celebration of Religious Worfhip, 
and in Cautions againft Abufes or Diforders in 
it. And how affiduous the Primitive Cbrif* 
tians were in their Attendance on this great 
Duty; not only the Accounts of their Hifto- 
riahs and Apologias, but the Reports of thcis 
Perfecutors, amply teftify. 

. a Ads II. 42. b I Cor. XL 14, &c. and z Tim. IT. 

12, &c. . , 
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To the Reafons before foggefted for foetal 
Worfhip relating to us as Men^ others might 
be added recommending it to us as Cbrijiians* 
In particgjar with regard to publick Blefiings^ 
Jj^iritual onts elpecially, we may humbly hope 
our Addreffes to our Saviour^ or to the Fa-- 
ther in His Name y will afcend with peculiai*- 
Efficacy, when they are the united Addreffes 
of that • Body^ of which He is the Head -^ of 
that "^Churchy which He purchajid with His 
own Blood. Indeed fome of the taoHfolemn 
A&s of that Worfhip, which pur Divine 
Founder Jiath inftituted, can only be perform- 
ed in Communion with our Fellow-^Chfiftians. 
To which let me juft add, that a Relifh for 
fuch publick Adts of joint Adoration feems 
tp be oiie of the moft fuitable Ratifications, ' 
one of the nwft excellent Preparativef:, for 
bearing a Part with the Spirits of Juji Men 
made perfect : Of which Society, as far as we 
have any Notices of its Nature or Employ-? 
meijts, a numerous Congregation of devout 
Believers, lifting up their united Voices and 
en-raptured Hearts to the adorable ObjeSt of 
Chrijiian Worpipy prefents to our View one 
of the moft lively Refemblances that this 
World affords. 

% Eph. IV, 15, 16. b. A6|i XX. zi'. 
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In a Wbrd 1 To itbfent aprfclves caufelefly 
frbiii the Publick Worfhip of our Creatdf and 
Redeemer, is to cut ourfelvcs off from fbrtic at 
l^aft of the litoft comfortaMe Priviieges of thd 
Qofj^el j and» if it do not prejiippoje us Apof« 
tat6s from our Holy Religion itfdf, will 
however, in all Probability, fodn deliver US 
dver 16 that truly dreadful Statfe* This ii 
ftrongly intiftiated bjr the Author of the Epif^ 
tlfe to the Hehrewi ; with whqfe remarkable 
Words I conclude this Head* • '' Let Us boU 
fajl the Prof^ott of our Faiih without fFa-^ 
vermg *-•- Notjhrfuking the Affembling ofourn 
fdves together i as the Manner of fome is^ but 
' exk(^ting one aHother^ 

III. And how \ If the Reafonablenefs, Ad»^ 
vantages, and Neceffity of a conftant Attend** 
tncfe on Publick Worfhip be fo apparent, 
from Gonfiderations of Civil Utility as Well at 
'Natural ObUgation and Cbrijiian B'uty ; What 
remains, but that All oif us here prefent^ as 
We would approve ourfelvcs not only Ser^ 
HmkU of GOD tod Difciples of CHRIST, but 
Priends to the Covmunity in which we live, 
fhduld earncltiy endeavour, ^^y? by our ovm 
Examples^ and ' then by fuch Influence and 
Authority as may be within our Power, to 

k Heb. X. 24,25. 
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rcconunend and enforce the unwerfal Per^ 
Jbrmance of it. 

The Degeneracy of the Tioies, and the 
Frequency of Villainies of the xnoft alarming 
Kinds^ among the lower People in particular^ 
have of late been feverely felt and loudly 
complained of; and various Schemes have 
been propofed for the Remedy of thefe growr 
ing and almoft infupportable Evils : Which 
Schemes^ as far as they are honeftly intendr 
cd, every Friend to the Publick will accept 
Vfitb I'bankfulnefs ; and tp which^ a$ far as 
they are wifely calculated^ every Good Man 
will wijh Succefs j And this Succefs ^ye may 
rationally Aofe for, in proportion a$ fuch 
Schemes are fanSiified by the Worjhip of 
GOD, and fupported by fuitable ProviBoiis 
for diffufing His Fear throughout tlie va-r 
rious Subordinations of the Commtmity. But| 
after all. You will permit me to fuggeft» 
what (I prefume) Experience will too fuUy 
juftify ; " That vain and inefie&ual will cveo 
the be^ Prmijions of this Kind Ml be founds 
unlefs {ovoR farther Care be taken ^p ^cure a 
general Attendance upon thciji/? 

I am aware, 7i&£r i^ a Subject, upon which 
the Jealoi|(ies of Men, in an Age of Frep-r 
dom and Refinement, are exceedingly apt to 
be alarmed. |n the Cafe of Religious Worn 

fliip. 
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(hip, any Thing like Inforcement or Autho-t 
rity will by Some be reprcfeAted^ as a danr^ 
gerous Infringement of that Liberty to which 
all Men have a Right in thefe Matters ; or 
however by Others, as zfruitkfs Expedient to 
implant in the Heart that Principle, which 
ought to proceed wholly from fome better 
Cauic.-rGive nfic Leave to add a few Words, 
by Way of Guarding againft Prejudices frpm 
Either of thefe Exceptions. 

With regard to the i?/V)?, then, it may 
deferve to be confidered. What that Liberty 
means, for which Men are to jealous in the 
Cafe before us: Not, I hope, a Frsedom 
from all Obligation to thp Worfhip pf God, 
in aty Society, or imder any vifible. Form 
whatfoeveri hut a Freedom from Conftraint 
to worfhip Him in fucb a Society, or under 
fucb a Form, as a Man's own Reaibn and 
Confcience cannot, after due Deliberation, be 
brought to approve. Between T^befe there 
evidently is, both in the Nature of the Thing 
and in their Influence upon Civil Socie^, ia 
wide Difference \ and between T^befe therefore 
the Wifdom of our Legiflature hath made a 
vttyjuji Dijiinffion. — Thzt fome determinate 
Scheme or Mode of WoriHip fhould in every 
Country be recommended by ^cial Privileges, 
and fupported by fuitahle Endowments, hath 

often 
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often been prove4 td be, not only confifteni 
with all reafonabk I^ibepty, but on many Ac-j 
counts highly expedient, tf not abiblutely ne- 
ccflary to preferve it. And, with regard to 
that Form of Worfhip, the Benefit whereof 
this Nation hath long experienced, I will 
take Leave to add ; ( notwithftanding any 
fuppofed Defeifts, which have formerly raifecl 
the Clamour of the Enemies of our Church, 
iind hav^ lately been pointed out minutely 
enough by Some who feeni vy^illing tp be 
thought Her Friends ;) that it ftill continues 
to defervc, and we truit will ever continue to 
enjoy, all That Countenance and Support 
which the Laws of the Land have f6r maqy 
Years afforded it : At leaft 'till a better QioSL 
be offered, than hath yet been offered, for 
fupplying Its Place,-- -However, fince Objec- 
tions have been ftarted, and Scruples enter- 
tained, againft certain Ufages of our National 
Church i and, fince Publiclc Wifdom hath 
declared itfelf^yir fatisfied with the Securi- 
ty given by thofe who worfhip God in other 
Congregations, as to exempt them from the 
Penalties that former Laws had impofed up- 
on them I I would by no Means be under- 
ftood to call for any Infringement of this In- 
dulgence. But we may be allowed to obferve, 
^at the Plea of ^ confcientious Dijfent fronx 

our 
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pur eftabliihed Form of Worlhip is not in 
Reafen extended to a ^mi^ul Ahfenting from 
tf^ Publick Worship* And, that, it was ne- 
ver intended Xo prated zxxyL fiicji Pradtice, ap- 
pears from the Statute itfetfi * which at the 
fame Time that it exempts frdm Lega! Pe- 
nalties the Worfhippers of God in feparate 
Congregations, exprefly leaves all others un- 
(ler the Force and Execution of them, wfi9 
come not. to fome Congregation or jiffembly of 
B^Iigious f^orjhip^ allowed qr pernntied ijt the 
faid^iS?- . ^ 

In Qxort : To require Men tp attend t^^on 
Jome Publick Worfliip, is not to break in 
upon any Liter ty, which confcientkus Men 
Can well be fuppofed to want^ or which the 
Laws of This Realm allow. For, unac- 
countably icrupulous indeed would thofi^Con- 
icia^ces be, which, anK>ng the varipqs Kinds 
permitted in thefe Kingdoms^ pould find no 
Society of Worfluppen?, no Form of Wor- 
fliip, pure enough for them* And our Laws^ 
we fee, know no Toleration for a total Neg- 
feil of Religious Worfliip, I'his the Wisdom 
of the Nation coniiders as being virtually a 
^Denial (ftbe GOD that is abwe i as in Con-? 
fequenoe fiibveriive of Order and Govern-. 

* See Aa of i Wit!, and Mar. Ch. iS. § i6. a Jol> 

XXXLzfi. , ^ ....... ' J 1.. . ../ 

ment; 
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tn^liti ond^ therefore! ae an Iniquity to h 
fmntfloed of the Judge. 

dut perhaps^ ii A^tb^ritatkffs Methods mayi 
m the Cafe fuppofedy appear legaUy defend'f 
bkt Wt (hall flill be called upon to Vindicate 
the Propriety or Efficacy of them. *^Such 
. Methods," it will be faid^ *^ can at beft only 
affefi: fxternal Appearances \ but can never 
infpire Men with that infernal Devotion 
which^ to make it acceptable to GoD| of 
produdlivc of Benefit to Society, muft alway* 
be vduntary and unctmfimined.'* In other 
Word8> *< By the IJft of fuch Methods, You 
may produce in Men tJbe Form, but cannot 
give diem tie Potver tfGo^nefsy 

Now, it i6 readily acknowledged, that 
fime Truth there ia in this Exception. In- 
deed mereiy Temporal Inducements in general 
feem rather adapted, by any direSl Efficiency, 
to the Aeforniing of Men's Manners, than to 
ih^ Purifying of their Hearts : And undoubt-i' 
edly, 'till the Heart is purified, whatevcf 
naay be the Behavitmr, the Man is not fuck 
as he ought to be. But what then ? If the 
iao^Jkiutary H^cipiiney of the beft calculated 
Pendl SanBions^ can immediately readi only 
the outward Behaviour, and mufi depend 
even for This upon finding fomc prefer Dj/i 
p^ifns in thofe on whom they are employ-^ 
' ' ed ; 
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ed 5 muft Flaces of education be 'wholly laid 
^dc, and Courts of Judicature fhut up ? And 
inuft all human Provifions, unlefs found to 
be infallible Remedies and able to do every 
^bingf be prefently difcarded as ufelefs and 
good for Nothing? Men ufe not in other 
Cafes to reafon at this Rate, Where much 
Evil is prevented, fome Good is allowed to 
be done. And why fliould it not be fome 
Recommendation of Publick Inftitutions of 
Religion; if, whilft an Attendance upon 
them may leave a few bad Men Hypocrites^ 
it will probably hinder many mere frqm be- 
coming, what they otherwife would almoft 
unavoidably become, abandon^ Profligates. 
. However, (blefled be God) we need not 
reft this Matter here. After dl our Refine- 
ments, fuch is in fad the Conftitution of hu- 
man Nature, in the earlier Parts of Life eipe- 
cially, that long^repeated ABs of outward De- 
cency feldom fail to introduce Habits of real 
Virtue \ and a conftant Attendance of religious 
Worlhip, under the ordinary Influences of Dir 
vine Grace, is often finally produflive of a 
fincere and lafting Devotion^ With great Plea- 
fure «^peal, for Inftances of Both, to This 
ancient Seat of Piety as well as Learffin^ ■: To 
which, I hope, it will not be any Difparage- 
mcnt to allow, that no inconfiderahle Num- 
ber 
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ba* of its brigbteft Omaments,^pzA, or preient^ 
tnay at firfl' Setting out have been chiefly de-« 
termined to that exiemplary Condu£t in gene-* 
ral, and even that regular Attendance upon 
facred Offices in particular, which advanced 
them to this CbaraSfer^ by the Influence of 
temporal Motives ; fuch as. Fear of Cenfure 
and Difgrace on one hand, and Hopes of Re- 
putation and Encouragement on the other^ 
And yet mofl certain it is (and may v(re All be 
duly fenfihle of it !) that whilfl our Views rife 
no higher than tobefeen of Men ; and this ia 
order to promote, not . Go d*s Glory, but our 
own Fame or Fortunes in the World ; our 
Hearts are not rights and our moil orderly Ap- 
pearances at the Worfhip of our Maker want 
T^hat^ which alone can render them well-plea- 
fing in His Sight. But, mufl: we hence con- 
clude, that the ftated Returns of our Reli- 
gious Offices, and the Laws by which the 
Obfervance of them is enforced, are of no real 
Service in the Advancement of true Piety? 
Far otherwife- — Young Minds are by this 
Means timely habituated to an awful Deport- 
ment towards the Supreme Being : They are . 
trained up to a • Lcive of the Habitation of 
Gob's Houfe, and of the Place where His ifo- 
nour dwelleth : And (by His Bleffing) many 

a Pfal. XXVI. «. 

Hearts, . 
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BtarUy which at fifft pethapa were touched 
oQ]y )yf fecuhr Coofidfirat^oiis^ in Procefs <i£ 
Time cttdb the flex^ F/ime/ A Fbme which 
ibaU happUy kiniUe u ^ifim a hsgttltr Warn^ 
(tf Dwaupn^ui^ fach its Audi bum and br^[ht^ 
CO all their Lives af ten This;» I Aovibt not^ 
had» boen the Cafe of many ThouiaDds^ n^o 
aiie now praifiog Qoj> for thoie happy Op.*^ 
portufiitkr which they here mpyed ; nay for 
thoi!e vesy R^^b^aintr and ' ^'i&^^n^^ wtut 
for tie pufentfiemed mt ta be jayaus hut grm 
nious I which wvertheltfs afUrmards yielded 
. the peaceable Fruits (f Rigbteottfntfs unto theni 
tbat ivere exercj/ed ibereby. 

AM, cmld the like oub^ard Regularly of 
Worfhip be as ftridly required^ and as gme^ 
rally iecured* in pdyafie Famines jd^jly^ aqd iA 
our Cbureies at \£S& on anej^zy iujeven^ in 
other Parts of this Kingdom; I am perfu^ded^ 
die Publick would ibon pe$:advfi the agne^ 
able EiTedts of it^ at leaft on the r^g Gene^ 
ration. How far dais oxay be wholly praBiea.-^ 
bie, I prefume not to fay. But furdy ioco^ 
thing mom might he done, dian too often vi 
done^ for fo good a Purpo&« And if once 
** Supplications^ Prayers, Inter ceffims, md Gru^ 
ifig cfTbanisj be not only wade publicklyyir 
aH Orders and Degrees of Men, hut as .uni^ 
a Heb. XII. ii. |> i Tim. II. i, 2. 

verfally 
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feriidly< fteqpmiti^ fay them$ tilert^ and noi 
'till thiE^n^ mty we- h6pe to iea^ jMiet and 
feaewUtJJws, in aS^GodUnffs and I&ne/fy. 

I imrc now gone tfarougk tlie Partknlars at 
firft propofecL Biic the Exceptkn joft confix 
dered fiiggefts Kp ns totut very impoitaait^ tW 
plain, Trmh, whkh I would willingly learn 
upon all our MiimIs in Ccmckifion of die pce»^ 
Ibit&ibjed; Jiaxnely, ^ That ^ Gotfd Ltfe^ ts 
it is die ie/i Preparative for ReUgioas Wor«> 
(bip^ fe is it a f^aaJiJkatiQn indii^an&bly neuf^ 

fary to i^ider our moft puni^sd Berfomxaa- 
CC6 a raafonaUe or an ac4:€ptable Serviced* 

;'' 7i&^ Sai^r^e tifthe Wicked h an idiomina-^ 
ti$n to the LORD. Be ow Approaches to dw 
TjMMfSe, and eiv^en to ihe ^iSter, ^mer fd con-» 

. ftant^ and our Minds «vsc»iced ^ to a Ktch <)£ 
Devotion never fo feemingly regoJar y yet we 
may aiTure ourfelves^ Nothing of this Kind 
will ever be admitted, either as an EquivaJbat 
for a virtuous Life, or as an Atonement for a 
vicious one : ^ If the prevailing Inclination of 
our Hearts be to Wickednefs^ the LORD^ will 
not bear us. "" We know (faid the Blind Man, 
to whom our Saviour gave Sight) we know, it 
is one of the cleareft Notions we have con- 
cerning the Divine Proceedings, that GOD 

a Prov. XV. S. b Pfal. LXVI. 8. c Joh. IX. 31. 

heareth 
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be»etb not Sinnen : Buf, if any Man he at 
once a Worjhipper of Him and inithe general 
Tenor of Life doetb HtsWUlylnmlleifear^ 
etL~Ltt us then • Itft up holy Hands^ atid ^ of^ 
fer unto the LORD our Offerings in Rigbtiduf^ 
nefs. To the Piety of our Devotions let us 
add Purity of Life, and Uprightnefs of Cdn- 
verfatioh. — So fhall our Prayers and Praifes 
Gonie up with Acceptance before God i and 
from thus Fearing and Reverencing Him in 
the Affembly of the Saints here on Earth, we 
ihall, . in His good Time, be trandated into 
^ the general Affembly and Church of the Firjl^ 
born^ Xbat are written in Heaven: Where, 
without Diffidence or Mi%ivings, without 
Wanderings or Diftradlions, without Weari- 
nefs or Pain> we ihall praife and adore ^HIM 
tbatftteth on the I'hrone, and the LAMB.fot 
Ever and Ever I 

ar I Tim. II. 8. b Mai. III. 3. c Heb. XII. 2}. 
dRcv.V.13. 
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tsAtAH XXVI. 9. 

- When thy Judgment $ are in the 
Earthy the inhabit ant t of the World 
mil karn Righteoufnefs. 



AS it is 1 ftandiiig Evidenee of 
Man's Natural larp^ric&kKi^ that 
feme Degree of Pain is oftea 
wanted to heighten his Relifli of 
l^kdbre; fo is it an equally mortifying Proof 
^ his Moral Degenei acy» diat Suffering is no 
leis fiieceSary to redify his Temper^ and im-* 
jprdve his Virtues. If in the Day oflPraf^ri^ 
ty we can be joyful i yet fuch Rejoicing is fel^ 
dom either ib fineere of i^ well cofida£U^^ 
as when the Day of Adverfity hath firft mod* 
us confider. And accordingly^ God bat hi iSk 
His Dealings with Mankind^ fet the one ever 
againfi the ethtr ; to the End^ that fuch Per<* 
ions or JMations as mil mt heboid the Mayefiy 

P 2 / 
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of the Lord when Favour is Jhewed to tbetn^ 
may however, when His Judgments are in the 
Earthy be better diipofed to learn Rigbteouf- 
nefs. 

How much the Inhabitants of this Part of 
the World are concerned to make good the 
Obfervation in my Text, we haye now a fit 
Occafion to confider. -- For feveral Years to- 
gether were the Treafures of this Nation 
drained from it, and its Blood ipilt in foreign 
'Lands, in the Courfe of a tedious and ha-r 
zardous, often unfuccefsful, and always con- 
fuming. War : The Calamities whereof were, 
in a menK>rable Period of it, feverely felt in 
one Part of this Ifland, and almofl brought 
home to our own IXx^rs in the other. When 
we were fciaircely refcued from the Dread of 
an intejiine War, and whilft we yet laboured 
under the Burden of ^foreign one ; it pleafed 
the Almighty to fend among us a Plague of 
another Nature, very grievous to many Parts 
of our Land, and in fome meafure to the 
Whole I by deilroying the Cattle, and wafting 
the Subftance, of Numbers of its moft induf- 
trious and ufeful Inhabitants. And, if our 
Colonies be entitled to our vf^xvapft Wifhes for 
their Prosperity ; as furely they are, at once 
for • thehr. Services to our lyiother Country^ 
and ySr our Brethren and Companions Jfakes^ 

who 
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who refidc in or arc clofely conneAed with 
them : ^befe dfo have of late been cruelly 
infefted by the incrpaching Spirit of Thofc 
around them, now at Jeaft avowedly fup- 
ported by our powerful Neighboprs; in the 
Iffue of whofe Attempts, however remote in. 
their Beginnings, no one can forefce, how 
deeply not only our Commercial Affairs, but 
every Thing elfe that is dear to us in This 
World (our King and our Country, our 
Liberties and our Holt Religion^) 
may be involved. Yet, as if (hcfe Intima- 
tions of Divine Difpleafure were not enough 
to admonifli us. We are, now laft of all^ 
awakened by Warnings of a peculiar Kind, 
and fuch as are alarming beyond all the o- 
thers ; as being more fuddcn and cxtenfive in 
their Effefts, and lefs capable pf being fore- 
feen, prevented, refifted, or evaded. You will 
eafily underftand me to mean thofc amazing 
Agitations both of L,and and Watery fome 
Strokes whereof have lately been felt in our 
own Borders : but by the Violence of which 
in other Regions the Lives of many Thou- 
fands, fome of them our Country-men, have 
been as in a Moment deftroyed, and the For- 
tunes of fiir greater Numbers irrecoverably 
ruined. There is fomething wonderfully af^ 
fcdling in the pe/criptions pf fingle Earth- 
quakes, 
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quakes, even in remote Agct or Countries c| 
the World- Biit, when fuch aftoniihing Con^ 
^ui!ions appear in our own Tinges, and in 
Countries wherewith we have particular Con* 
nedtions ; when they produce the n^oft tragir: 
eal Efiedls, not traniiently ox in fbme one 
Place only, but in many Parts of the habita-j 
He World nearly about the fame Time, and 
in fome often repeated for Weeks together : 
Such uncommon Occurrences call for a more 
than ordinary Attention. If the Foundaticm 
ie dejireytd, wkat tan the Righu^us do? if 
the whole Globe of Earth and Water be, a^ 
it were, in Couvulfions under us, whither 
can we flee for Support ? Whither, but tq 
Him, ivho ^v% Jlretched outy and who alone 
can fuftain, ti>e Earth ainyoe the Waters : A7 
doring His Goodnefs for having fpared us 
until now: Imploring the Continuance of 
His gracious Protedlibn : Endeavouring to 
avert His Judgments from our Country by 
contributing all we can to its Re^rmation : 
And each of us, in View of his own moft 
lafting Interefts, asking himfelf, in the Words 
of the * Keeper of the Prifon^ awakened by t 
like Event, '^ W4>at muft I da to befaved ?" 

Such may well be fuppofed to be the Tem- 
per of a Nation not wholly loft to all Senfc 
a Adls XVI. 26, 30 

of 
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pf a (uper-intending Provi4ence. And fuch 
pur Superiours (we hope» j^^y) ^^ppQf<^ to 
be the Temper of this Natjbon^ whe^ They 
now call upoa us» tg ** ^r^ to the Load m/A 
aflmr Hearts^ with fuftirfg^ and^h Weepi^ 
ingf and:witb JMourfung. Qf ivhicli feafbn-i- 
able Appointment, ) truft| we may in iome 
Meafure anfwer the pious Intention^ by con^ 
iidering thefe Words, -^r fThen thy Judgments 
are in the Earthy the Inhabitants of t^e fFwld 
Hmll learn ^gbtemfnefs. 

They are Part of a ^i!is|^ or iacm^d Hym4 
addrefied to Gop by the Je^fi Churdi xi| 
fhe Days of Ifaiah. It would carry us too 
far from our prefent Bu^nefs^ fhoidd I.,at^ 
tempt to explain at large the Occafion and 
Import of the Whole, or even to illufbate 
the Connedioii of my T^^ct with:what goefi 
before, and what follows, in it. Let me on^ 
}y^b&rve, that the Word rendeced *^ J^g^ 
fnmtr is weU known in tnany ckher Places 
:to iignify tho& Statutes^ ati^uJgediCa^^ or 
Laws^ of which Gop requires Msin's Obferi^ 
^vanoe« And, according to this Acceptation^^ 
-the Evangelical Prcphet might> perhaps* Qot 
unfitly, be here coziiidered as foretelling, the 
^oaC Adxrantage in point of InfiruSion in 
Stight^ufnefs^ ^djich the Inhabitants of the 

a Jotl II. 12, 

World 
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World in general would enjoy, in the Timea 
of the Oojpeh by that more extenfive Knaw^ 
ledge of Govt's Laws which would then be 
imparted to them. But, however this be, I 
choofe, with the Generality of Interpreters, 
{elpecially on the prefent Occaiion) to under-! 
ftand by GodV Judgments any Jignal or un-t 
^common Man^ejiations of His Power^ either in 
the mercifully correSlive or in ilti^juftly vindic^ 
//W Way : Between which fince we can rare^ 
ly diftinguifli with Certainty in particular Inr 
fiances, "^ there is the Icfs Need to detain You 
with any Accuracy of Diftiniflion in a gener 
ral Confideration of them. And, if by Rigbr 
teoufnefs we underftand, not barely Juftice, or 
Exadknefs of Behaviour towards our Fellowr 
Members in Society, but Reditude of Tem- 
per upon the whole, and Regularity of Con^ 
du£t in every Relation, towards God and 
Ourfelves. as well as Others with whom We 
have any Intercourfe ; my Text will furnifh 
us with a Dodtrine, important at all Times, 
-but at prefent particularly worthy of Attenr 
tion : Namely, " That the Providential De- 
fign and proper Effedt of Divine Interpofir 
tions of the Judicial Kind is, to make the 
Sufferers, if They haye Time allowed for it, 
but efpecially the Ohfervers, wifcr and bctr 
ter; by inftrudipg them in, and exciting 

them 
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them to, the Praftice of Virtue and Piety 
and univerfel Righteoujnefs'' 

Which great Truth I fhall accordingly en- 
deavour to illuftrate and apply in the plaineft 
Method I can ; by pointing out fome of thofe 
inftruStive Leffons^ which Divine "Judgments 
hold forth to Mankind : Whether they be of 
a more General and Publick Nature, or of a 
more Particular and Ferjbnal Ufe and In- 
fluence. ^ 

I. I begin with fuch Obfervations as are 
of a more General and Publick Kind : More 
General^ in regard to thofe Judgments that 
fuggeft them ; and more Publicky in regard 
to the Communities concerned to learn and ap-* 
ply them. 

I . And here, the Firfi Confideration which 
offers itifelf is. That we fhould look up to 
Almighty God 'as the primary Author and 
fupreme Conductor of fuch Events ; whatever 
may ittva^titfubardinate Caufe of them, al- 
ways acknowledging them to be His Judg-* 
ments. 

Thus much is fappofed in my Text, and 
ifaould not need to be illuflrated to a Cbrif- 
tian Audience, were it not of too great Im- 
portance upon the prefent Subje<9: to be whol- 
ly omitte4. It is indeed the Foundation, if 

not 



134 7^ pr&ptr Improvements 

not of all the Moral Ufes^ at leaft of all the 
Religious Iniboidtioiis, which calamitous E^ 
yents^ either fdt or ob(erved> at preie&t In-^ 
timate to us. Were J^&im to be confider** 
ed merely as coming f^n-tb of the Dufi^ aod 
^rouhli as J^nging out tf the Ground^ withn 
Qut any higher Original any wifer Direi£tion i 
they would leave our Condition itill more 
uncomfortable than it is, whilft we fhould 
lofe much of that A^iftance they now give 
Us towards the Improvement of our Tem-r 
pers, And> in fad^ we iifually find thofe 
Perfons who have not Go^ in aU their 
Thoughts, equally impatient under tl^ own 
Sufferings ^nd unin^roved by thqie of othef 
Men ; whilii;» in their Sptculaiions upon fucfa 
Evils as proceed from human A£tions> th^ 
rife no higher than to the ordinary ^orkingsi 
of human Paffions ; and treat it as a Weak-? 
nefs to looJc beyond Material Caufes fi>r the 
Rife of fuch Calamities as have mere Mat-; 
ter for their immediate Inftrument. WhercT 
as Afflidion is then only fitted to have its 
proper Efficacy, when • all that fee it jhaU 
fay J " Tins hath GoD donsy and when They 
who feel the Smart of it fhall perceive that it 
is His Work. 

a Pfal^LXIV.g. 

And 
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And thus it is that both Rea£3n and Re* 
vel&tion teach us tp confi4er all Occurrences 
of this Kind 5 I might %, of ^v^xy K^ind : 
For tho' the Great Gjpvernour pf the Uni- 
verfc ordinarily fupports both Material and 
Mor^i Agents in their refpcftive Operations, 
according to Jiated Laws ; yet thofe Laws 
were originally framed by His Appointment, 
and are continually fubjedt to His Direftion. 
He it was, who firft / meafured the Waters in 
the Kdlow of His Hand, and meted out the 
IJe^en witp a Sfan, and comprehended the 
Oufi of the Earth in a Meafure, and weighed 
the Mountains in Scales and the Hills in a Ba^ 
lance. * And if at any Timye this regular Or- 
t^r, this ftupendous Arrangement of Things 
is, to the Deftrudlion of many and the AAo- 
pifhment of all, difturbed ,• we may be fure. 
Nothing of this Kind can happen without 
His Concurrence or Permiflion, whp firft ad- 
jufted it. ^ Fire and Vapour dndfiormy Wind^ 
'whether within the Bowels of the Earth, or 
ppon the Surface of it ; whether producing 
EfFciSts common and unheeded, or unufual 
aiid furprizingj may be ading (as far as 
They can be £aid to adl) according to their 
Natures ; but are however all the While exe- 
cuting their Maker's Orders, and fulJUling 

a If. XL. 1 2. b Pfal. CXLVIII. 8. 

. His 
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His Word. So again, rapacious Men and fa- 
vage Nations, in their Incroachmcnts, De-^ 
prcdations, and Barbarities, may fcem only 
gratifying dieir own avaritious and cruel Dif- 
pofitions ; and are really provoking a righ- 
teous and holy God by making fo perverfe 
an Ufe of the Faculties He gives them : Yet, 
notwithftanding this, they both hold and 
exert thefe Faculties in a perpetual Depen- 
dence upon Him, Without His Leave the 
mof^ powerful, the moll enraged. Enemy 
^Jhatt not come into any City ov Country, nor 
Jfooot an Arrow there^ nor come bejore it with 
Shieldsy nor cajl a Bank agamji it. — r In fliort. 
He who firft imprefftd upon Natural Caiiles 
all their Tendencies, and granted to Moral 
Agents all their Powers, muft every Moment 
fupport, and can at Pleafurc controll, the 
moft mifchievous of Both j and muft there-f 
fore be underftood as fuperintending all thofe 
Evils, which either fingle Men or Nations at 
zv\y Time fuffer from the one or the other. 

The Truth is, the Almighty intends and 
cxpefts when His Hand is lifted up^ that His 
Rational Creatures Ihould fee and ftand in 
Awe of It. Not that Divine Providence is 
lefs really concerned in the ordinary Courfe 
of Things, than in fuch feeming Deviations 

a If. XXXVII. 33. 

from 
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from it. ■ Ttbe Heavens 4^clare the Glory of 
Goj>9 and the Firmament Jj^eweth His Handy^ 
Work: Day unto Day utteretb Speech^ and 
Night unto Night Jbewetb Knowledge. The 
ftated Revolutions of the heavenly Bodies, 
the regular Returns oi fruitful Seqfons^ and 
the daily Appearances that fucceed each other 
in the moft uniform Order, are (no doubt) 
continually bearing Witnefs to God's Wifdom 
and Goodnefs, and teaching aH, who are will- 
ing to attend to them, our entire Depen- 
dence upon His Ppwer and Providence. But 
ftill, thofe Interpofitions that feem to us ex- 
traordinary, though they may not require 
any Exertion of Power more difficult to Him^ 
yet bring with them a Difplay of it more a^ 
wakening to us. If a ^Jirong Wind rend the 
Rocks J and after the Wind an Earthquake ^ and 
after the Earthquake a Fire ; Jehovah is not 
indeed more effentially prefent in any or all 
of Thefe, but His Operation is more awfully 
diftinguifliablc, than in the Jiill finall Voice of 
the Courfe of Nature. The Inftrudions fug- 
gefted by This latter, being common and fa- 
miliar, are by the thoughtlefs overlooked, 
or by the vicious eluded. An unwife Man 
doth not well confider this, and a Fool or irre- 
ligious Perfon doth not underjland it. He col- 

a Pfal. XIX. I, 2. b Kings X^X.i i, 12. 

lefts 
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lefts (it may be) from what kimfelf feejj 
ccmipared with what he h^ heard/ fhat^ 
Whilft ^one Generation pafetb anBOf arid ano^ 
tber comet b^ the Earth abidetbfor ever : And 

. if he admits of anj Creation or Begifining of 
diis vifAAt Worlds he ntiderftands^ hoW^^er^ 
chat ^Jince the Fathers fell ajleep^ all Tbingsi 
in the main, continue as tbey ivere from the 
Beginning of the Creation ; and therefore ht 
fees no Occafion for the vczlgtf Notion of a 
faperintending Providence* But, if the Lor 
make a new Tubing : if the Earth open her 
Mouthy and the I>eptbs alfo Be troubled, bodi 
of them in ib unufual a Manner as to threat^ 
en to return to their primitiye Cofifufion: 
Such Manifeftations of the Almighty'* Pow-^ 
er, in Way^ to u« ftraiige and aftonifhing, 
though equally eafy to Himi cffeftuaHy con^ 
fute, and arc ntoft likely to filencei the great 

fmelling Words ^ human Vanity. The Pdiid^ 
cian finding his Refinements unactountably 
fiipcrfeded, and the Philtofophcr all his Pow-» 
ers of Imitition and Skill in Solution far otrt-* 
done, muft now if ever agree ih crying out, 
with the "" Magicians of Egypt^ ^^Ubis^ is the 
Finger of God !" * When God thus arifetb 
to Judgment y the Fiercenefs of ManJhaB turn 

a Eccl. I. 4. b 2 Pet. IIL 4. c Exod. VUI. iS, 19. 
d Pfal. LXXVI.10,11. 

to 
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tQ Ms Praife: He fiati njinin a oVerftwe 
tim Spirit of Princes ; mtd is wosukr/ul ammj^ . 
ibe Kings of the Bisrtif f 

2* iBut our Rcfledioiis nrail not ftop here. 
When the Gob of Nature appors to ^ip4n^ 
from His t^ual Methods of condading it. He 
hath, we msff condiide, &ch Reajbm for fo 
doing as We are ceoicerned to enquire into 
with Modefty, and with ierioufnefs to lay fo 
Heart. 

God is^ no doubts the abfihu Lord and 

Prapdctor of the Univerfe : But He is alio 

the w^ and good Governour of it. And, 

however the Difplay of His adoreable Majef^ 

ty may be one Great End of His occaiional 

Interpofitions, we mxxd not imagine This to 

be the only or the ultimate End of them, 

efpeciaUy when employed in producing ti^ 

Mifery, and even Deftruftion, of Numbers 

of His principal Creatures in this lower 

World. ^ He dotb not afjOSt willingly, or 

Ividwut Reafbn grieve the Children of Men. 

When therefore, befide thofe Diftreiies or 

Diieafes which, by His wife Appointment, 

ufiially attend upon Folly and Vice as their 

Natural Con&quences, He makes hare His 

Arm in £bme unufiial Infii^ion ; when He 

dc^yers up any Country to the Outrages of 

a Lam. III. 33* 

violent 
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violent Men : or when He fends into a Land 
* His great Armj^ the Locuft and the Cater-^ 
pillar, caufing fome Aoxious Infedt or noifome 
Beaji to pqfs through it ; or, in fhort,. when 
He fweeps away Thoufands at once by any of 
thofe Inibruments, which are always ready to - 
. execute His Commands : Men converfant in 
the Operations of Natural Caafes may, it is 
true, commendably and ufefully employ their > 
Sagacity in tracing out the immediate Occa- 
fions of fuch Events, - and their Skill in pro- 
viding (as far as human Skill can provide) 
feafonable Remedies. But then, whofo is wife 
will alfb, with a yet farther View, ponder 
I'befe Things; with all Humility refledting, 
on what Errand fuch afflidtive Difpenfations 
may be fuppofed to be fent, and what In- 
ftruftions the God of Mercy may be prcfu- 
med to offer by entering upon This ^ His 
Jirange fTori. 

Now the moft obvious Errands, upon 
which Providence may be underftood to fend 
among Men the Evil they fuffer, are their 
Admonition and Correftion, or their Punifli- 
ment for the Evil they have donfc. Some- 
thing of this laft feems implied in the very 
Notion of Judgments. Aijd we are by Scrip- 
ture as well as Reafon warrinted in fuppo- 

a Joel. II. 25. b K XXVIII. 21. 

fing. 
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fingV not only that Sin wafi\^Q original Caufc 
of Suffering among Mankind, but that it ftill 
is, cfpecially in the. Cafe of Nations as fuch^ 
the meritorious Ca)iife of particular Calami- 
ties. But then, in the Application of fuch 
general Prin^ciples to fingle Inftances, it will 
always become Us to. procejsd with Caution 
iand to pronounce with Reverence : Well 
knowing, bow unfearehable Cjoj>^ judgments 
arey and His Ways ^aji finding out I We fhall 
be moft liable to Miftakes about the fpetial 
Defignation of particular Judgrpeiits agaitifi 
particular Sins ; but we may eafily lAiftakc 
alfo in -our fiftimatiofa frDrfi thettte of the 
Charadters of J^erfons or Natioiis atfefted by 
them. We mafy judge too fevdrely even in 
our own Cafe; if, upon eytfiy"Affli6tion to 
ourfelves or our Country, we prefently con- 
clude, that we are cdfi off By God, and that 
He bath forgotten to he gracious to us. But 
we ftiall be rtiore in Danger of erring in our 
Decifions concerning otbersi by fiippofing 
their Sufferings to bear any exaSl Fropotfion 
to their Moral Defervings ; efpecially if, up- 
on comparing their apparently caljamitous 
Condition with ,our own prefent Indenyiity, 
^e form a Comparifon of our reipecftive De- 
merits, and our Situations upon the Whole 

Q^ in 
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in regard to the Favow or difplMfure of Af*« 
itnighty Gob. 

Yet this ii a MiAp^ation <£ Diyine Judg- 
ments of long ftaiidihg in the World. Wc 
fend it remarkably exemplified in the ancient 
Book of. Jobj and ^^ealoufly defended by 
Thofe, whb from hente, inftead of being 
friehdy1^t/tiants^h&:^ttit miferahle Comforters 
to th^i perfeSi dhi upright ^ • tlio* much aMift- 
ied, Man. It is indeed ' ii Mifapplication, to 
which our "Self-Love renders us extremely 
liable. . Gladly would we flatter ourfelves up- 
on^ the Comparifon with our Neighbours : 
And, when any crols Acckient or fore Afflic- 
fton befalk.any. One, mjich more aay Num-^ 
ber, of tliem, ci^eciaDy if of a l^arty oppo-* 
i^e to our QW'n j we not only inapute it to 
foihelhing fauitjr ift them, hut too often take 
Oocafion e9 coA^pliment our&lves. This how- 
ts?cr is, a Method of Jttcjging evideiMy erro^ 
laeous in !^ OsSit of thoie Caiamities, in 
>«vhich Men itf the naoft diflfeEwatf Charadsets 
appear equally i^nvolv^ed ; anA it is in other 
Cafes, not OKd;y fdlacious ia it&lf and unclia'- 
rkaWe to ^hers, but prefemptuotfs tow^fd 
God : It is intruding into Thofe Things H»bicb 
*we have notfeeni laini judging the Servants i/f 
another Majler. Bisfides that We hereby de- 
feat 



Ifcat ^}1 fhe good Ead$ of fijch Occurrences 
W f P^d to pUfijelyes ; afiisaejc^ with publicfc 
Ju4gmfiits jiift :»5 ]Mte^ Are pbfcryje^ to b,e 
TKvi|h gcue^^il 3atyr^: Wherp^.whil^ each 48* 
.employed in rw^arklfiig how j.i^/Uy the §trojces 
fajll ijfiQp thoiib afcc^t him, eacjb fofgt^s to ai)-* 
|)]y the CprrjcjQdoix ^ixd the Caution to hin\^ 
felf J a^d thijfi ji^ ^^e benefit ^9^: tp Alh 

The D©termin94ioJ9L of paif J^leJeJ J^o^P 
Oippn thi? Poinjt, tho' weJl kno;^i?^ 05 tgp rf « 
m^rkahle tp l?e here ortiitted. • TAere iffj^f^e 
(we read) at a certain Seaforff foipe that told 
Him of the Qalilean?, whofe Blopd jPilate bi^d 
mi%kd 'With their Sfcrifiw* 7!^^ Rela^tejcs 
feero to jtiave ifcril?ed fuch an pxtr^ordinar^ 
Manner of Suffering to fome a^ extraoijdinary 
Degree of -Guilt on the Part jpf the Sufferers,. 
Wixat i^n fait^i the Anfwer of Wifdor^ It* 
fcl^? Suppofe-Tey that tbe/js Galileans 'wer4 
dinners akove ,^l the Galileans, bec^ufe tk^ 
fupre^fuch ihings ? I tell Tou, Nay. To 
^this Jwftance of fufering from hui^an Cruel- 
ty, He Himfelf fubjoiris another, no lefs fa-» 
•jtal, ^rom jun^cfigning Matter. Or tifofe Eigb^^ 
jteen^ [upon whom (he Tower in Si\Q2Lmfelian^ 
fiew them ; S^p<^^ '^^t ^hqt They were Sinner j 
abt^ fiU ^en that dweU at ]qc}}S^^ I tell 

a Luke XIII. I -.5. 

0^2 Ton 
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Tou, Nay. — The Anfwer, You fee, is in both 
Cafes the fame : -However the two Inftances 
of Suffering might differ as to their fubordi- 
nate Caufes, no Queftioh is made but that 
they were under the Diredtion of the fame 
Moral Governour : Nor is it here denied, ei- 
ther that the Sufferers had been Sinners, or 
that they had fuffered^ir their Sins. In ihort, 
the Suppofal^ here correifted is This ; " That 
They, who had perifhed mujl certainly have 
been Sinners above All that had efcaped —^fo 
far above them, as that thefe Latter had no 
Need to be in fear of any like Vifitation :" A 
Suppofal, falfe in its Principle,^ and dange- 
rous in its Tendency : Againft which there- 
fore the merciful Jesus takes Occafion to 
guard His Hearers y calling home their Re- 
flexions from the fuppofed Guilt of Others 
to the State of their own Tempers and Lives, 
the Ruin threatening them on that Account, 
and the only Way by which they could hope 
to prevent it : — Except Te repent ^ Tejhall all 
likewife perijh ! 

3. Which brings us diredly to xh^ prtnct^ 
pal Improvement we fhould make of all Pub- 
lick Judgments ; Namely, to take Occafion 
from thence to Jearcb and try our own Wi^s 

and 
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and turn to the Lord, in order, to avert the 
like Evils from ourfelves and our Country, 

This will be, in the moft proper Senfe, to 
learn Right eoufnefs^ and is an \i{t of fiich Oc- 
currences, in which we cannot be miftaken. 
Would to Gojo, that We of this Kingdom 
had lefs Need to make the Application ! If 
indeed, upon an impartial Scrutiny, Vfcjhould 
find ourfelves, even comparatively, without 
Sim we might then have more t^eifure to 
gratify our Curiofity, and might with more 
Propriety indulge a cenforious Humour, in 
regard to the Moral or Religious. State of our 
SuiFering Neighbours. But, alas ! we ihould 
in fuch an Imagination greatly deceive our^ 
felves ; nor will the Delufion be lefs palpable 
or lefs fatal, fhould we grow fecure upon 
finding ourfelves guxltlefs in fome Inftances 
where They are obnoxious, unlefs we ftahd 
equally clear ip all others of equal Import- 
ance, -f- If, for inftance, we are not general- 
ly chargeable with Superjiition (which how- 
ever may appear in very diiFerent Shapes;) 
we fhall do well torefledt, whether we are 
alfo free from Profanenefs. If we are not un- 
reafonably fond of Pomp, and have even an 
Abhorrence of Idolatry^ in Publick Wprfhip ; 
Jet us not prefently conclude ourfelves fparcd, 

whilft 
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whllfl, our Neighbours h^\t been punifhed; 
purely on That Accouilt; Uttlefs w6 cfth e- 
^ually acquit ourfelves and oUr Countr5'-ftlen 
oi'SLfacrilegioUs Mifajiplication.of Goo's ovfrn 
h6ly Day, aiid'k fcaridalous Cohtempt of His 
Wot-fliip in general. If, once more, We Hand 
dear of the juftly heinous Charge of per/ecu- 
ting iht faithful Servants of ChI^ist, and 
torturing many fincerc Profeflbrs' of His Reli- 
gion : Yet where is our Boa/ling, Jhould We 
be fallen iflto khe bppofitc Extreme oi Caring 
fo¥ none oftbeji Things: Should w^hton Scof-- 
ftrsv wherifoevet They afe fo miilded, find 
an unmolefted Licence to fcatter among the 
Vulgar their polfonous Notions, thofc Worft 
of Firebrands, ArronjQS and Death ; ridiculihg 
the nioft facred Truths, and reyiling (if not 
perfecutingj thbfe that teach them ; hay fdme- 
times even * bhjpheming that worthy Name iy 
Ivhicb we are tailed: Or (as if all this wetc 
not fufficieht io Jubvert whole Houfes, and to 
iet the Body of the People as free from thij 
Checks of Confcience as poffible) Jhonld^t 
firfl: Principles of all Religion be 6j>enly de* 
graded into, ftatetl Topicks of ^ vain Jangiihg j 
by Way 6t Seafbning to the low Merriment of 
S'hofe^ wHoi ort Subjedts pf fuch a Nature at 

a Jam. Ih 7. b I Tim. 1. 6, /♦ 

Jeaft^ 



leaft> can hardly be fuppofed t^.wzderjhnd 
either what they fay or wherftf th^^^ffirmy *^ 
Surely f a Mnd Zeal for t^ JR.el|gbn of 
Christ however ^li4l:^kcp:i^JQ^lc Articles 
of it, or evcn.^n intemperate; jtj^^t pgaini^ 
Oppokri, which can ^t moft Aii^- the Ba^} 
cannot be niore provokipg, to. Its^^JEUviije Au;^ 
thor than fuch a^aciou3j[ni4lta.HponHii^rf 
fclf, fuch criiej NegJieiJJ: of -thp Souls for whom 
Be died. * H^ ^ny Natm ft ^fcd their G^/k^ 
which yet we^ np J^ods f To ititr p4ucc^ Reli^ 
giofi^ ai)d (^s f;?f '^s4n them lips) i^s adoreahle 
Qhfefl^ iifito Aicli IJebate^, ^t fuch Seafoiw^ 
9ik} for fi^ J^urpqfes, as |hoie,no.w hiat|e4 
a^ too- nearly refembles the Malicq, and qc;^ 
ccedf the Impiety^ of the Fhiliftine^ ^^4 
they *" called fqr S^pipipn to^.tn^ke them Spqrt, 
Aad,. what c^n ^be fo re^on^hjy expe<3:ecl, fi^ 
that. Omnipotence thqs ^Q|ited fhoi?Id:p,\iM 
^Qvm uppn the H^f^.pi fuch Mpfkers, ppj^ 
(joaay I npt ad^;?) «pofl the PiJape.tbat hzir 
hqws th^^Ky ykfiift Defir^m I i 

I idclight nqt m^ pujffuiqg xthis, ^n^ari^hpiyr 
Tihemc of ouj p^B^ick fmpietiei ^\)Jto' the^ de j 
ftruiftive Co^ife^Uences upon t|i.e Morals ojf- th^ 
Nation. Qtherwf^i it were t^ut tpo ea^ tp 
9^^$^ iIpoi9^::jtwi,t infatiablf Tlwril after fcnr 

a Jer. II. ii. b Judg. XVI. 35. 

fual 
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Jiial Plcafure, that Luxury and Lewdnefs, 
which overfpread the Land : That Avarice, 
Venality, and Want of PuHick Spirit, which 
are complained of in Some ; and that Jcalou- 
fy, Sulpicioufiiefs, and Want of Candour, in 
Others: That Eagemefs for Profit or Power 
or Pre-eminence, which enflames Men's in- 
terfering Piirfuits into implacable Enmities? 
That Prevarication with the moft folcmn Sti- 
pulations, and Profanation of the moft facred 
Ordinances/ by which (it is to be feared) i^ 
Many are firft tempted to elade the wcll-inT 
tended Laws of ^their Country, and then 
harden themfelves in fiich Violations by char- 
ging all the Guilt upon the Legiflature itfelf : 
Above all. That notorious Difregard oi Oaths, 
which renders it impoflible- to fecure to M 
their Dues, or even to j)rocure fatisfaftoiy 
Evidences in Courts of Judicature. ^— But I 
forbear. Nor has thus much been faid (You 
will believe) in order to prevent our becom- 
ing wifcr from the Sufferings of our Neigh- 
bours, or bur Guarding againft any Thing 
blameable in their Principles or Condud ; but 
by Way of finding more feafonable Employ- 
ment for our Cehfures (if we will be cenfo- 
rlng) where we are more concerned* And I 
' I ' . would 
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would hope alfo, if * our Lot is fallen to us in 
a Ground hitherto firm under us, what has 
been faid may remind You, Whom We are to 
thank for giving us Warning ; and to whofe 
unmerited Goodnefs it is owing, that ^ the 
Earth hath not fwalloived Us up alfo. 

4. Let me add (and it is the Laji Confide- 
ration I fhall offer under this Head) that,^ 
whatever our Tranfgrejions may be, they will, 
if perfifted in after repeated Admonitions, be 
highly aggravated, and become on that Ac- 
count yet more exceedingly finful. 

It is not tvtii fuppofed in my Text, that 
GoD*s Judgments will fail of producing the 
Reformation of Thofe that come within the 
Reach of their Inftruftion. When therefore 
any Perfons or Nations negleft to make this 
Natural Improvement of them ; ^heir Guilt 
muft exceed all ordinary Meafures, and (we 
may reafonably conclude) will be vifit^d with 
a proportionable Severity. ' O Lord (fays the 
Prophet Jeremiah) are not Thine Eyes upon 
the Truth? Thou haft ftricken them ^ but They 
have not grieved; Thou haft confumed them^ 
but They have refufed to receive CorreSiion ; 
They hav€ made their Faces harder than a 
Rock 5 They have refufed to return. The Ho- 

^ Pfal. XVI. j6, 7. b Num. XVI. 34. c Jer. V. 3. 

' ly 
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\y Man, iipon obferviqg fuch incorrigible Ob^ 
ftinacy, in appearance triumphing over all 
Go D^s repeated Chaftifements, feenis aftor 
ni£hed at His Forbearance^ and almoft ready 
to give up the Belief of His Moral Reditude. 
But he foon repovers hinxfelf, and foretells 
the Doom of a People fo obdurate, when he 
perceives theni adding ■ Sbameleffhefs to their 
other Abominations : And he lived to fee al} 
bis Doubts fully removed, and his Denunda*^ 
tioas againft them abundantly verified. 

How long the great Govcrnour of the Uni- 
vprfe may, in any particular Inftance, think 
fit ,tp fufpend the Execution of the dreadful 
Sentence againft a guilty Land, it is not pof? 
fible for us to fay ; becaufe it is not poffible 
for us to take in the whole Scheme of His 
Providence, or even all the Reafpns which 
may haften or retard His Judicial Proccedr 
ings. And accordingly, we find in the 0crQd 
Hiftory (the moft complete Hiftory of Di- 
vine Providence) more Examples than one of 
abandcttied Nations, that had the Sentence 
againft them refpited fw fome Ages, aftcf 
they appear to have been devoted to D<eftruc« 
tion. But in no Hiftory, facred or pkofane^ 
can we find an Account of any Nation, jrcr 

aJer.yLi5. 

markably 
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tn^rktkhly ittitnotkl ot impidus, which was 
not, fooner or later, as remarkably puniihed, 
^nd if fimilly Incomgible as remarkably extirr 
patftd. The Judge of a/i t&e Bart6 mil, we 
" TtiAy be affured, never let His Correftions re^ 
turn to Him vain or inefFeftual \ nor fuflfer ei- 
ther F^erfonal of iSTational Impenitence finaU 
ly to prevail againft His righteous Govern- 
ment- Perjonal Wickednefs may indeedi and 
often dt)th, in prefent Appearance, efcape 
His Vengeance ; becaufe Perfonal Wickedneft 
may, and moft Certainly will, receive its de- 
fcfvcd Wages in another State. But this danv 
pot be the Cafe of National Impiety. Na^' 
tions cannot be punifhed, ^becaufe Thiy wilt 
riot dt Nations fubfift, in another World.* 
And therefore, Thofe of them, which will 
not gloriiy God by a willing Compliance 
with His repeated Admonitions till the Mca*^ 
Aire of their Iniquities is filled up, (hall thm 
moft bffurcdly, however unwillingly, glorify 
Him by their exemplary Deftrudiori* 

-May no foch Fate ever attend Tbefe, hi-» 
^erto highly favoured, Kingdoms ! May we 
^^ atid adore the Majejiy (f the Lord in all 
ifis Di^enfations; acknowledging in parti^ 
cukr tie Rod of His late Correftion, and wb^ 
^atb anointed it ( May we with all Humili- 
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ty lay to Heart the Inftrudtions He may be 
prcfumed to intend by it ! And, as the fu- 
reft Improvement we can learn from it, may 
we Repent and turn ourfelves Jrom All our 
T^ranfgrejjions ; tbatfo Iniquity may not be our 
Ruin ! 

As to Ourfelves: We are indeed hut a 
fmall Part of a large Community, and each 
of us by himfelf a ftill fmallcr. Yet fome- 
thing every one of us may contribute towards 
a general Amendment by reforming Himfelf 
and many of us ftill more (more than can 
well be computed) by Authority, or Exam- 
ple, or. Influence upon thofe about us : Nor 
can our Endeavours be too earncft, if pru-^ 
dently conduced, nor will they (I would 
hope) be wholly unfuccefsful, on this im-- 
portant Occafion. — But if, after all, neither 
our faircft Hopes, nor our moft earneft En- 
deavours, (hould find the defired Concurrence 
of others ; We muft then be allowed to re- 
member, that One Tbing is ftill more needful 
to us all, feparately confidered ; whi^ch is al- 
fo, by the Afliftance of Divine Grace, more 
vvithip our Power: Namely, That each, of us 
ihould for himfelf make a proper Application 
of publick Warnings, and at Ipaft * deliiier bi^ 
own Soul by bis Right eoufnefs. . 

^ Ezek. XIV. 14. n. You 
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• 

II. You will permit mc, therefore, befides 
the foregoing Leilbns of Fublkk InftruSiiorij 
which Societies or Nations are concerned to 
learn from Divine Judgments^ briefly to point 
out a few others, of a more Perfonal Influ-- 
en€€j which 'the Judgments now in the Earth 
feem fitted to teach the particular Inhabitants 
of it. And, • 

Firji^ What can be a more obvious De- 
dudion from the Occurrences in View, than 
The exceeding great Frailty of human Life, and 
of every Thing belonging to it ? 

Every Day's Obfervation might indeed af- 
ford abundant Inftanccs of This; and per- 
haps their Frequency may itfelf render the 
Thought too familiar to make a proper Im- 
preiiion upon Us. A Thought however it is, 
for its Viit and Importance, at all Times 
worthy to make the ftrongcft Impreflion : 
And it muft furely become yet more alFedt- 
ing, when from any uncommon Caufe a Thou- 
/and fall bejide us^ and Ten Thoufandy as it 
were, at our Right-Hand. But, when the 
Earth itfelf openeth and fwalloweth up, not 
only Thoufands of our Fellow-Creatures, but 
large and opulent and populous Cities ; lay^ 
ing low the ftrongcft and moft ftupendous 

Edifices. 
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Edifices, the Works of human Induftry, ^vA 
the Bo^ of htunaa PH^^. £9r filftUf Afes : 
Whoi (in the Propbefi JUsguajje) * thf Day 
rf the LoEp jhdl be upon every ^bing thfit is 
proud 0nd fofty,. upon evi^ry high To^er, §nd 
upon every fenced Wall: Whcfi i^€^){h^ P».- 
teotates and mighty PriAcea, finding qp ^^-* 
Iter in their moft ft^dy Palse^s^ no $ai^«»- 
ry in their iftoft magnificent TempleSi (hjdl 
ic forced to ifee V^ the Clefts tf tke Rt^cks 
md to the ^Pps of the ragg£d RotAsifor Fear 
if the LoftJ>f and fin- theQiory (fbisM^jifiy} 
when He arifeth to Jbake terribly the Earth i 
-*— How natura), .how^ UDirroidable, cusift the! 
JLefleaion be; ^^'Ceaft Tefrom Mms ^wMo/i 
Breath is in bis Nofiriki For 'wher^n is hi 
40 he accounted 9f% And henoe. 

Again, Wp are kd to reflet Mpc^ T^he Pre^ 
gumption of confidently proj0e,d Schemes ^ 
Gains and the Vanity of an over-prc^OErfioned 
-£agerncfs in the Purfuit of then). 

The Wards of St. James ^re' vqry rewiark- 
•tfbk to this Purpofe. ^Go to nowy Te that 
fay J ^^To^d^ or fo-tnorrow we wiU g9 into 
fuch a City, and tarry there a Tear 9 and buy 
and fell and get Gain'* Whereas Te know not 

a Ifai. II. 12. b lbi<L T. 2i« c Ibid. y. 22. d Jam. 
JV. 13, 14, 15, 7- 

what 



4f Dhiihe yud^menth 455 

what JhiiJl he $M the M$rr4yw: Fwr what it 
Ylour liife? Or (let me add) what is the 
City 9 where Ye propofe to traffick i? Tour Life 
is hut as a Vapour^ that appeareti for a little 
^me^ and then vanijbeth away : And as to 
. the City, That may, with all its Wealth tod 
idl its Splendour, be in a Moment laid wafie 
into ruinous Heaps. Not that the Apoftle is 
here difcouraging a prudent Forecaft, or ho-* 
neft A&ivity, in our proper fiufiuefs : He not 
only flf^rward approves of them, when ex- 
erted m Dependence upon the LordV WUlf 
but may be underftood to require than in 
Con&quence of the Uncertainty of Life, when 
He CQpclxides^ ^her^ori to bim that knowetb 
^that ieetii an Opportdoiity or fit Occafion) 
to d(t Good J and doetb it not, to bim it is Sin^ 
However, if provident Induftry in fecukr Pur- 
fuits may be liere encouraged, prefumptuoua 
Confidence is certainly condemned. Nor muft 
we forget to add our Lord's Caution againft 
ha^ng our ^Hearts avercbarged with the Cares 
t^this Life. Cares indeed we may ionocent- 
\y \have, of one Kind or other, during ottf 
Abode in diis World ; nor fhall we ordinari- 
ly do our Duty to God or Man, to Ourfdves 
or our Country, without them. But great is- 

» Luke XXL 34. 

the 
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the Danger of being over-charged with them^ 
or letting *hem have too great a Share <rf 
our Attention, too faft Hold of our AfFec*^ 
tions. * For as a Snare muft isiny unforeseen 
Difafter, any 'unexpected Call, efpecially the 
laft decifive Call, unavoidably come on all them 
that dwelly thofe more efpecially, who in their 
Hearts and AfFedlions dwells on the Earth! 
For which Reafon^ 

Farther^ We may hence alfo infer TbeDan^ 
ger of Senfuality and Se^Jhne/s, but efpecially 
of Intemperance^ in the Ufe of fuch Good 
Things as we may have accumulated. . 

There is not in fad any Thing, which na* 
turally more indifpofes Men for the Exertion 
of their Powers againft impending Evils, more 
difables them from bearing up when Di/irefs 
or Anguijh of any Sort cometh upon them^ or 
more difqualiiies them for the amazing Arreft 
of Death, whilft it raoft of all expofeth them 
to it ; than an habitual or exceilive Self*In* 
dulgence in fenfual Gratifications : A Sin^ 
which eqfily befets Thofe, who not only ima- 
gine they are at prefcnt ^ richy and are increa-^ 
fed with Goods, and have Need of Nothing, 
but flatter themfelves that they have much 

a Luke XXL 35. b Comp. Rev. III. 17, with Luke 

XII. 20. 

Good 
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Good laid up for many Tears yet to come i and 
then, by too natilr^ a Tranfition, fondly fup- 
pofe, they have nothing left to think of but 
to take their Eafe^ eat^ drink and be merry : 
Little coni^ering, that the fame Night their 
Souls may it required of them; or however, 
that Thofe Things which They have provided 
may as foon be demanded by the real Pro^ 
prietor of them, and themfelves left wretch*^ 
edy and miferable and poor and naked. Yet, 
of how many Thoufands has the one or the 
other of thefe lately been the Cajfe'f And 
how forcibly muft fuch Examples imprefs up- 
on the Minds of wealthy Eerfons the Direc- 
tion our Blefjed Lord hath given them; (a 
Direftion, important at all Times, but on a 
Day of FaJHng peculiarly feafonable) to con- 
vert their perifhable Superfluities into^ better 
and an enduring Subjiance^ by employing a due 
Proportion of them in WorJcs of Beneficenccj 
and Piety. For this is what He inculcates in 
thofc emphatical Words, *! say unto You, . 
Make to Tourfelves Friends of the Mammon of 
Unrigbteoufnefs % thaty when Tefail, Te mty be 
received into everlajiing Habitations. Yet, 

a Lake XVI. 9. See dfo the fame Advice mote fu])/ cx« 
prcfled, I Tim. VI. 17, 18, 19. 

R Once 
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Once w^rCf Wc muft not forget The W^ 
4im and Nice^y of cmjiant Prayer and boHj^ 
tuaiWatcbfulneJi^ in order to prevent our be* 
iog fatally furprizcd by our laft Houn 

This is indeed a moil important Inxpro^^- 
mcnt to be made of the difaftrous Events We 
have been confidering. Thofe Confequen^ces 
of any fuch unexpedted Stroke, which affeft 
tis in our Fortunes or pur Lives oiUyj, will 
foon be over : But there arc others, that vr'Al 
follow us xnucb farther, and afFeft us for 
ever. Of I'iefe^ we bitve the fuUcft lutiuia- 
tion from our Jiwige Himfelf in one of Pis 
lateft and longeft and naoft remarkable * Dif- 
courfes ta ^iis beloved Apottles t Which no 
one, furoly, can read or hear without heiog 
deeply affeded with the Calamities there fpre* 
told, as ali^ with the Defcripc^ioas of fo^m; 
other Appca:ran)(;Qs^ that can hardly be ex^ 
plained but by fopppfing a Reference tQ tU 
^nd ^ tifis tForld itfclf, ax>d to His ovn j(e-* 
cond Co^ng to "judgment. Bift what I would 
ixcre chiefly obiervQ to You is That Vajriefy of 
lUuftration, . under which He fcts before Hi5 
Hearer^ the fad Cpnfequences of being ^vir-^ 
taken unawares on any fuch Occafion; and 

a Recorded in Matt. XXIV. and XXV. nd more briefly m 
Mark XIII. and Luke XXI. 

That 
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*t1iat Etrneftnefs, with which He reeom- 
ttiends the Exerciies of * Watching and Pray^ 
mg a/ways I as the only fccurc Preparatives 
for tbojb T'Aings that were cofning to pafs, and 
ftich ^5 could alone enable them to fiand be-^ 
fore the Son of Man. Now, we know that^ 
in this Inftance particularly, ^ what He faid 
unto His Apoftles He faid unta All. And nen 
ver furely can His Admonitions be more ap- 
plicable, than to a Seafon of fuch exienfiv* 
Warnings, as the World has lately been a- 
larmed with : Which, though we have no 
Authority to interpret them, yet may well 
carry our Thoughts forward to that tfenqien- 
dous Period; when He who hath, in a Maa-, * 
Hjer ^ extraordinary, Jhaken the Eifrth, ' fhajl 
yft 0^ce more Jhake not This Earth only but al^ 
ff Hempen. 

Miftak^ me not, ^3 if^ under thp Pf^tks of 
WatfcWng and Praying alwaysy I were ejc- 
horting You to he every Momeat of ypur 
Lives thinking of Your great M^fter's Ap- 
proach, or #€n for the greateft Part of them 
aBuatty upon Your Knees for fear of bfciiig* 
furfn^ized by Him. No : The Conditio© of 
Your Nattirc renders the Former impra(9:ica-^ 
ble ; and a proper Difcharge of th^Je Goo^ 

\ Lake-XXl. 36. b Mark XIII. 37. c Heb. Xir.26, 

R 2 fTorAs, 
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WorkSf thofe honeft Employments, ncbkb 
God bath ordained tbat we Jhauld walk in 
tbem through Life» will as little admit of 
the Latter. But thus much I may be per- 
mitted to recommend to You jIU, that Ye 
never let a Day pafs without many ferious 
Thoughts upon that unchangeable State, in- 
to which every Day may finally intnxluce 
You ; and to Majiers of Families in particu- 
lar, that Ye fail not regularly to call toge- 
Aer Thofe under Your Care to a joint Ac- 
knowledgment of Your continual^ Depend- 
ence upon Almighty God, and a joint Appli- 
cation for His Protedlion and Favour. No- 
thingy I am perfuaded, will have a more be- 
neficial Influence, even upon Your temporal 
Concerns, than fuch domeftick Exercifes of 
Piety: not only as they will naturally tend 
to fecure the Faithfulnefs of thofe, upoA 
whofe Faithfulnefs You muft perpetually re- 
ly ; but as they will recommend You to T^bat 
Blejfing^ which alone maketh truly Bicb. But, 
beyond this, fuch Addrefles, if equally con- 
ftant and devout, will in all Events make 
Him Your Friend, whofe Friendfliip will be 
of more Value to You and Your's, thap that 
of the whole World bt fides. We have, in- 
deed, no CommiiHon from Him to promife 
You an Exemption from the ordinary Ca- 

fualties 
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fualties incident to human Affairs and hur 
man Life ; or that, if the dejlroying Angei 
ihould be authorized to vijit the Houfes a^ 
round Tou, he (hall h^ve it in Chargi? to pq/s 
aver Your's. This would be a Difcrinaina- 
tion, for which the Retributions of the pre- 
fent State were nfever intended. But it fhbuld 
be fufficient, that, with regard to Retribu- 
tions of infinitely greater Moment, * tie Pounr 
dation of Go i> Jiandeth fare : Should Your 
Habitations and Your Lives, with Thofe of 
all that are dear to You, be involved in the 
fame Ruin with Thofe about You ; amidft 
all this Confufion, fAe Lord knowetb them 
that are His, and will publickly own them 
as fuch * in that Day when He maketh up His 
yewels: When He will put a final Diffe- 
rence, and enable Men ana Angels to difcern^ 
between them that have ferved Hjm and them 
fhatferved Him nat. 

Hlq Conclude : We of this Nation, after 
having, for fome Years pafl, been awakened 
by niany awful Calls upon Us of various 
Kinds, feeni now to be upon the Brink of a 
War : A State, b^rthenfome and uncpmfort- 
able at beil ^ and in which, notwithflanding 
the commendable Adkivity of our Prepara- 

a 2 Tim. II. 19. b Mai. III. 17, 18. 

tions. 
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tiofisi and our fuppofed Screagth at Sel, ] 

prefiimey no wife Man would, at any Time, 

pironouAce Us fuperiour to Danger. But^ if 

Glorying in our awn Might ever can be );>ecu^ 

liady unfoafonable, it muft be fo at a Ticne^ 

Vfh^xi Variety of Terrours, ftill fartber fui*-» 

paflirtg all human EiForts, have lately alarm-* 

ed U6 on every Side, and may be to us al£> 

(ho^ ibgn we know not) the Beginnings qf 

jSorrows.^-At fuch a Juni^ture, highly proper 

muft it be for Us, as a Nation, thus pubr 

lickly to humble ourfejves for our maBJifol4 

Trtm%reffioris before f/be LoHd ^ HeaveM 

an^ Earth i and thus devoutly to recoifemend 

ourfclves and our Caufe to His Prot^Sioa 

and filefiing. And» if thefe feofonable Adq 

of Devotion be but accompanied with a fiA- 

cere Repentance (ot oui* Per^ml Sins, and 

fucceedcd by a lafting Reformation of our 

National Condudt : We m^y then focurely 

■ Truji in tife hoR Djbr ever ; for in the Lor b 

Jehovah is everlajiing Strength: We may 

then humbly hope to avert His Judgments 

now in the Esrth from falling upon our own 

Part of it ; as alfo, by His Ailtflance, either 

to dilpofe our Enemies to ie^ upon retfonable 

Terms, at Peace with us, or efffeiStlially to 

defeat tfack unreafonable EniterpriKS agami^ 

a If. XX VL 4. 

us. 
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us.*— However, fince.we can neither be ai>- 
fWcrable /or the Refolutiom oJF Men nc5f tho 
Events of Things 5 fo long as we confcien*- 
tioufly difchafge the Duties of our r^^fpedtivt 

Stations, we fhall the lefs need to ^ be afraid 
tfanyfudden F^ar^ or even ofDejdathn itfelf 
*mben it. cometh. Our proper Treasure i| 
beyond the Reach of fuch Cafu^lties : And 
ill would it become Us Chrijiians^ to be fer^ 
ri^d Off fuch Occafiohs as if our All wenf 
a;t«^ake, or to be incmfdeabk for any ]L,rOl^ 
we nnay happen to fuftain^ like Men withmi 
jfifqte of any future Reparation. * Ji^e km%i^ 
tbatf if our earthly Houje of this Tabernacle 
were diffohedy we have a Building of Gox), an 
Houfe not made with Hands, eternal in the 
Heavens. If this ancient City (which may 
iProvidence ever preferve ! ) Jhould fhare the 
Fate of other fldurifhing Cities lately as little 
apprehenfive as Itfelf : Yet "" JVe look for a 
flity, that hath Foundations, truly fo called, 
whofi Builder and Maker is Cod. ^^yjfiould 
That great Day of the Lord come, whilft 
We ourfelves are alive and remain; ^in the 
which (we are affured) the Heavens fhall pafs 
away with a great Noife, and the Elements 
Jloall melt with fervent Heat, the Earth alfo 

a Prov. III. 25. b 2Cor. V. i. c Heb. II. lo, 

dzPet. ULio. 

with 
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mti all the Works that are therein ^JhaU be 
burnt up l---^ Never tbelefs We^ according to His 
Promifef look for new Heavens and a new 
Earth, wherein dwelletb Rightbousn5:s$, 

** Of which Right eoufnefs^ O merciful God, 
may the Inhabitants of the World fo learn the 
peaceable Fruits from I'by Judgments here on 
Earth f that thy Church may joyfully ferve, 
T'hee in all Godly ^ietnefs; 'till We finally 
come to the perfed Exercife, the full Frui- 
tion, of // in T'hy Ever la/ling Kingdom: 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord/* jimea. 

a 2 Pet. III. 13, 
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John IX. 4, 

7 mujl work the Works of Him that 
fent tney while it is Day : The Night 
cometbj when no Man can worL 

'i':if[\ ^HAl' is the Caufe, that the 
^k j^/ former Days were better than 
^[^ TbefeV' was long ago ccn- 
fured as an unwife Enquiry: 
And I will not fay» that there would be at 
prefent either more Pertinency in the iame 
Queitipn^ or more JufHce in the Complaint 
implied in it. Yet, how rafh foever it might 
Jic, to pronoupce peremptorily concerning 
xke. comparative Goodncfs of different Ages 
or Countries upon the Whole ; We fhall, I 
prefume, in view of their prevailing Modes 
of Thinking or Ading, find Room enough 
jfor diftingdiihing them from each other. 
And, to bring this Refledion nearer to our- 
^Ives 3 If pur own Age and Country may^ 
" * ' (as 
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(as I hope it juftly may,) claim fbme Advan- 
• tagc on Account of the fafhionable Exertion 
of a few really amiable Qiialities ; Its proper 
Charafter, I fear, will be found yet more 
ftrongly marked by others of a lefs reputable 
Kind : Such as, a Love of Eafe, and Fondr 
nefs for fenfual Pleafure ; an Averfion from 
ferious Thought, and Impatience of almoft 
any ufeful Emplqyment. 

A Taftc this, which hath for fomc Time 
been spreading, not among^ the gay and 
fprightly alone, but even adiong the grave 
and fedeiitary (I had almoft faid, the ftu- 
dious) iPart of the Nation. For otherwife,* 
whence conies it, that the Writers of thq 
Times fo generally find it cxpedipnt ta ac- 
commodate to T!bis not only the Entertain- 
ment, but the inftrudtion, they are pleafed 
to provide for us ? In Faft, Diverfion is be- 
come at Icaft one principal Bufinefs, and Skill 
therein ah important Branch of Science, in 
our Days. A general Relaxation in Principle 
hath been gradually introducing a propor- 
tionable Careleffnefs in Praftice : 'Till, from 
a fceptical Unconcern about the future. We 
are but too naturally funk into a moft un- 
manly Self-indulgence for the prefent. ^^What 
Wejhalldo in the End hereof y' is a ferious En- 
quiry; and would deferve to be as ferioufly 

confidered. 
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confidered, were it not already too probably 
reiblved i by Wretchednefs^ Difbrders^ and 
Tumults in the Country ; by Decay, Mur- 
murings, and Complainings in the City i by^ 
unfuccefsful Enterprizes and other mortify- 
ing Occurrences abroad; I wifli we could 
not add, by (Thofe conftant Concomitants of 
expenfive Pleafures) Corruption, Greedinefs 
of Gain, and Want of Feeling for the Pub- 
lick, almoil every- where at home. But, 
leaving Effedls of diis Sort to be eftimated by 
Others ; it may concern Us to confider. What 
might be the Confeqwences of indulging a 
like trifling, indolent, luxurious Humour in 
Places of Education, and even among the 
Sons of the Prophets. Now, Wifdom is not 
born with any of us ; nor is it to be acqui-. 
red, where it moft abounds, without atten- 
tive Obfervation, and painful Search for it as 
for hid T^reafure : And, if, from a general 
Difufe of fuch neceflary Means of Improve- 
ment, l!hefe Lights that are among Us fliould 
become Darknefsy bow great muji be that 
Darknefs ! If, inftead of afpiring after Skill 
in ancient Languages, and' Acquaintance with 
ancient Cuftoms ; after Readinefs in the Art 
of right Reafoning, and Acutcnefs in detedt- 
ing fallacious Pretences to it 5 after Depth in 
uieful Sciences, and above ajl an early Know^ 

ledge 
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h^e fftbt bofy Seriptures -* Ac younger AN 
tendants upon the InftntAions here offered 
JhmU fit down cbntcnted with AeconipKfti- 
ments far more eafilj attainable : The origi- 
nal Records of our H0I7 Religion will in 
proportion be negleifbcd : Its Evidences wil! 
lofe much of their Clearnefs and Efficacy 1 
Its genuine Doctrines and primitive Pblity 
will be mifunderftood : The Obligations If 
lajrs upon Its Profeflbrs to Unity in Faith and 
Communion in Worfhip vrSl be litde attend- 
ed to ; whence Advantage will be taken, oh 
one Hand to ftrain them too far by Thofe, 
who charge Us with Apoftafy ; and to ex- 
plain them quite away on the other by Thofe, 
who tnwy Us the Privileges of our Eftablifli- 
ment« And, if ever thofe well-tryed Princi- 
ples, upon which, while ftudied and under- 
ftood, our National Church hath been moft 
fuccefsfully defended, and hath hitherto been 
an impregnable Bulwark of the Reforma- 
tion, fhould be laid afide and forgotten; 
found Learning and ufeful Science, and with 
them real Virtue and rational Piety, would 
(I am perfuaded) foon give Way to Barbarifin 
and Superftition : — That Supcrftition moft 
probably, againft which We profefs to enter- 
tain the warmeft Zeal; and againft which 

our 
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\j^% m« i|ot l^erf b« ixiifan4erftood> a& ar« 
ip^aptly acc;ufing^ wbeire I only mean nffeo 
tiosiat% ta caution. Seafihle J am» th^ ib^ 
^r Induftry^ purfuiog iu Ohje(3: io Silenc* 
^qd Solitude^ i$ iK)t always fa^kiently carc^ 
ful to let its Light Jo fiim before Mm% ib4it 
they nuiyjke it^ g^od Hfcrksc Whilft the im*. 
daunted WortbleiTncafs of a Few that art 
^b^rmifi^, (4mMot he bidi bccaufe they thcm^ 
iely^ will needs bo ^proclaiming their own 
• Folly t9 ev^y om they meet, as thy 'walk by 
the Way. Never, I believe, were totally vi-* 
«ous CharaAers left frequent in TJUf PIa£t 
than at prefent. Yet, how happily foever 
We may have hitherto efeaped the PoUutiom 
thaf ^e in the World}, it cannot be iiaieaion-<^ 
^b}e to guard againft the Iafei£tioa of Its Le*» 
vities and FoHies ; Nor will it (I tru&) \a 
thought a blaoxeable Attempt^ if J take Oo 
cafiow, in a ftill more general View, to pro- 
pofe a modeft Application of the RelUutioa 
in T«f Te:3(t| with a ierious Enforcement of 
Ihe Heafons on which it is founded. — ^^ I 
^ muft nmork the Wio^k of Him that Jint me, 
f^/w^ it is Day : The Night c^meth^ wheu n» 

Not 
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Not to detain You with "any unneceflitiy 

Enlargement upon the Occafion of Thefe 
Words, ot their Relation to the Context 5 it 
may be proper juft to obfcrve, that they are 
the Declaration of our Blefled LORD Him-- 
felf: And, as He was, in a peculiar Manner^ 
fanSiified and fent into the Worlds in order to 
perform fuch Works in it as none other Man 
Did^ or could Do i We are obliged to ac- 
knowledge concerning This His Declaration^ 
in its'higheft Senfe, that tiever Manjpake like 
I'his Man. However, fince He is pleaied to 
isirgue from Principles, in which We are All 
of Us concerned. We have the lefs Reafon to 
think ourfelves unconcerned in the Ufe He 
makes of them. Something, no Doubt, there 
was, not only in the End of our Lord's Mif* 
lion, and in the Nature of His Works^ but 
in the Perfedlion of His whole Qharadler, far 
beyond the' Reach of our higheft Attain- 
ments. And if, notwithftanding this. We 
are exhorted to walk as He walked: If, in 
particular. He hath by His Meeknefs in Suf- 
fering left us an Example : Well may We en- 
courage one another to follow His Steps, who 
went about Doing Good, by a like Affiduity in 
Working the Works of Him that hath fent Us 
alfo : Efpecially fiilce it is certain, that upon 

Us 
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JJs too the Night is comings when none of us 
will longer be able to work. 

The Words thus apply*d, eafily refolve them- 
felvcsinto the following Obfcrvations. — That 
We are Mlfent into Life by Almighty GOD : 
— That He fent us to work, not to be idle, 
init: — That our Adivity muft be regularly 
exerted in working His Works : — That for 
I'befe He allows us a Day, or Jhort Space of 
Time only : — And that, therefore, wifile This 
lajietb, we are concerned to make the bejt life 
of it we can ; left Night overtake us, before 
our Tafk be finifhed, — Which well-known 
Truths I need only wi(h I could recommend 
to Your attentive Recolledlion, by Confidera- 
tions in any Meafure fuited to their real and 
univerfal Importance. — Bitt let us proceed 
to Particulars. Aiid, 

I. We are Sent into Life by Almighty 
GOD : We were not born at all Adven^ 
tures ; We grow not up by Accident^ 
Nor are We, during our Abode here, at 
our own Difppfal. 

That We are Sent, is itfelf an awful 
Thought : And the Obfervation, how trite fo- 
ever, may yet, I fuppofe, bear to be inculcated. 
For, whilft perhaps No-body doubts of it, 

S Who 
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l^ho is xSpL^r^ tha^t duly attcp4s <<>> Pf pi'8Bf 4? 
applies^ it ? Who is there th^t confider^ Liff 
as a Trail con^mitted tp hiq^ ; and i% not ra- 
ther folicitous to find out /ome ^rtfui ^3^* 
dient for pafUng the tedious I^our^ al6ng wi^ 
leaft Trouble^ than iludious to employ tl^eiQ 
with moft Adv^tagc ? Nay even of Thofc 
vho, under t|i^ wife pireAioQ of others, 
I^ave happ^y co^tra^ted an early Lil^g |pr 
Bufincfs J or ^l^Oj fronoi afterwards obferving 
the RcpiUatjon apd other Convpnjepces ^t- 
t^nc^ing it, (Mqtiycs very proper as fi?ir as they 
go) maK? \% fheir Choicq tp be employ-d ra- 
ther than wholly i^le; how few are there who 
work becaufe t^h^ are: Sent,: preferring ^ Li^ 
of A^Uotn upon a Principle of Copfcie^^e an(^ 
yidel^ty ;o. Hifn ti^at Jends tb^trf, f 

Yet fuch is the Cale, s^d^ fuch^ <>Wg^t to he 
the Sentiments, of every one of us. " That 
'?/> is GOD who ^ bath made us, and not-we 
" ourfeheSy'* is an Aflertion not the lefi wor- 
thy of Attention, , becaufe by daily -RepclStion 
i'endered famiiiar to us. Or, if we will needs 
have it, that we were at iirft produced, and 
^ve £in?? gf Q.wn up^^ according (o f^te^ liOws 
^ iVias^rf , ^s tb?y ar? cabled ; Y?t t^^ ?ftQ# 
rgc?ivc4 Phik)(pphy WPaW ^?ach, us^ tjfea^^ "tbeji 
li^a'm «? ^> -t^^/i afl4 tt^s^t ^jj^;fdiaat^ 

Agents 



i^jf^^s jH;rpeUji4}ly xjcriye from Him dl their 
^tepiPQcy* Th« Or^c/<^ ^ QQD conftantly 
4>«^ ip fh? f»Wf |i*j)ngi»ge. They Scribe 
QW- »Af4*f w4 P^r»<t(m Jt9 JmovAu'a 
■Etrti^. Hi« ""JSy^i <^V/y^^ avr Sfiijiaucf yet 
hing unperfiift 9n4 in His Bs^i m^re all Qur 
Mwkets virttteii. H»4 not Thcfc di^ by day 
Aftvfti^vfd by If is ancrring Care as bid^, 
dftff Hiftimfy BiribA v* kad not keen : Or« had 
i)ot H%, in this Senfe alfo, cat^d the Li^bt (9 
Jhine out of Darknefsf, the Day of Uiiderfland-!'. 
iqg had never d^mnedt nor its Diay-Jiar ar^en 
m iur Ht<Vts. Tq JJim likewife we owe the, 
Prefervation a| weU v^ the firft Qrant of our 
Being, and nil 9^t F*P«lws ; Tkro' Him 4«v« 
We ^een balden . up evff Jin^e We tffere born ; 
and by Hjw alcwe JVi ffc^p^ Dfotit. Nay He 
cballengeth to HimW not only the regular 
Prodo^ions in qw Sj^ies, hut ?ven the feem-. 
ing Deviations from His own PJan, * Wif 
imtb nadt Man't Mwfk f iaith He to Hi| 
Servant Mo^s i or who maketb ti^ Dumb or 
D«aft the Seeing 4r fbt Blind ? k«V^ not ^ 
4bi LORDf Aod v^hatevcr wiie Reafonf 
there may he (as wi^ Reaf^n^, qq Pquht, 
there are) lor tholie immfttitre Birth9> inppf r- 
fe€t Formations* or mifimely PeathS) t^at nr^ 

a Pf. QXK. 7i. b 9f. GXXXIX. )$. « Fx9^. {V. n, 
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often permitted to fall under our Notice ; One 
important Purpofe they certainly will fcrve, 
if they ferve to remind us, that Birth, Perfec- 
tion of Parts, Growth and Maturity, are not 
Things of Courfe, or fuch aS' depend folely 
upon uncontrolled Natural Caufes; but are 
ultiraatdy refolvable into His Good-Plea- 
fure, iy whom We were at firft fearfully and 
wonderfully madei who continually boldetb our 
Souls in Life i nay in whom We live^ and move, 
and have our bein^^ 

* We are not, therefore, our own : We re- 
ceived our Exiftence from GOD, the GOD 
of the Spirits of all Fkjhi and on Him We 
depend for every Moment's Continuance of 
of it. And, as our Time is in His Hand, Ho 
\ is our Management of every Portion of it 
noted in His Book. He, who erttrufts us with 
This and all our Talents^ will afluredly one 
Day come and reckon with us. Our whole 
Frame and Conftitution ; That Freedom of 
Agency, with which We feel ourfelves en- 
dued^ That progreffive State, whereof We 
are confcious ; That Appfehenfion We natu- 
rally have of a fuperipur Obferver; Above 
all,, the Notices given us by our Judge Him- 
felf; In .fliort, all Things within, all Thmgs 
without us, confpire in proclaimings That 
. • . - We 
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We muft gh,e an Account of ourfdvcs to Hirn 
that fetit us. — fFbat Account will bp ex- 
peded, naight h^ye been deduced from the 
foregping Reflexions, though my ^e^t |igd 
not fo clearly implied, 

IL That We 2xt fent into Life^ not tojitjiill 
only, or to take our Pafiime therein 5 but 
to work and be induftrious, in order to 
our being ufeful in It. 

For, if We are fent hither by 9 Being of 
infinite Wijfdom, ofiv Errand, We may be 
furc, muft not only be worthy of Hi$ o\yn 
Pcrfcdlions, but fiiited to the Po>v.ers He hath 
given us, and the Situation in which He hath 
placed us. In particular: Do we fin4 pyr- 
felves in a World, where every jSpecies of 
Creatures about us is inctff^iiily fu/^I/wg our 
common Creator^s PTorJ ? We cannot ima- 
gine, that He ftiould intend ox allow Us to . 
be the onJy idle and unferviceable Parts of His , 
Creation: Much lefs can We fuppofc Him, 
after preparing us Bodies admirably fitted for 
Aftion jjind Ufe, to leave us at Liberty tp ap- 
ply thele exquifitc Pieces of Worknianfhip 
cither to no Ufe, or to fuch as is evep worfe 
than none : Leaft pf all would He have taHgbt 
us more than /^< Bfajls of the Ecfrth,. and 

tnade 
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made us wifer than the Fowls of Heaven j for 
no other find, but that fuCh fuperiour Ert- 
dowments ihould be loft itl art infignifkrant 
Round of Sittihg- do'UDn to eat and to dHnk^ 
and then Rjfing up to play. And yet, of ill 
this He hatb givep us ftill farther Intimation^ 
by havii^ made Action and Exercife not only 
the ordiiiary Means of improving our feveral 
Powers, biit a neceflary Condition of retain- 
ing them i by having placed no valuable Ac- 
quifltion within the keach of the lazy or the 
lieglij^ent; ahd (which may deferve fbmc fer- 
ther Illuftratloh) by h^ing exempted no Sea^ 
fon of Lift, no^ Situation in Society y no State of 
Human Nature itfelf, from every Sort of En- 
gagement. 

No Seafon of Life can be wholly excufed 
flfom Bufinefs. — ^ Confirmed Manhood is irt* 
deed that Portion of it, in which the Facul- 
ties, whether of Body or Mind, ufually ap- 
pear to be at their bejl EJlate : This therefore 
is moft fitted for fuch, Undertakings as require 
a ftrenuous Exertion of the one or the other ; 
and a dreadful Account muft I'hey have to 
give, by whom this important Part of Life 
hath been vilefy caft anvay in inglorious Eafe 
and Senfuality. However "This, tho* the prift'- 
cipal, is by no Means the only, Seafoft for 

Labour 
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Labour and AdHoit : Inadivity even in Child- 
hood is unnatural 5 ind, if Youth muft ge- 
nerally be (pent in preparing; for the OAces 
of maturer Age ; fuch prtpk'ratory EiircifeS 
are themfelves Works of no fmall Pains and 
Affiduity, as well as of indifpenfafale Neceffity 
to render the remaining Stages of the Man^s 
Journey through Life, either beneficial to hife 
Fellow-Travellers, or even fupportdble to hitti- 
felf. Nay, as to more advanced Years ; nei- 
ther can Thefe be ablblutely diicharg^d frorli 
attending upoh Services of thfe gentler, btit 
not lefs Ufeful, Kind : fo long ab the Ignbrancfe 
of Youth fhall need Inftruftioh, and its Im- 
petuofity Reftraint ; or fo long as th^ Opera- 
tions of Man's Eftate fhall wini to be diittii 
ed, arid fotn^times alfo its Rafliticffs tb be mo- 
derated by Ibbef Advicd and Irieridly Rejire- 
hehlion : In which refpedls; lihce Men of 
Virtue and Piety Jhiiil hring forth fhoh Fruti 
in their Age; evdri gray Hkirs rtiuft ckihi nb 
Diiperifatioh for tJnpfofitableriefs ; fo Idng ai 
the Mind itfelf retaihS ahy Capacity for thu^ 
beneficially employing the Refult ttf Its Ibii^ 
Experience and Obfervatibn. 

Neithfer can any Station or Circutnjiances in 
Society give aRelealb from Emplbyrile'nt. — 
With Regard to thfe greateft Pirt of Man- 
kind, 
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kind, the Point is evident : Thefe muji in tbe 
Sweat of their Faces £at their Bread. And, 
as to thofe Few , in Companion, whofe Ac- 
commodation is more amply provided for; 
They alfo muft, if They will preferve their 
Innocence and Virtue, or even their Health 
and Reli(h for any other Bleflipg, engage in 
fome Occupation, or contrive fome Exercife, 
for that Purpofe; it being fo ordered, in our 
very Conftitution, that, if Any Per/on will not 
worky neither jhall he eat. And yet, furely, 
fit Occafions fof Working cap nowhere be 
wantipgi any more tham Obligations to em- 
brace thern. The Management of a plentiful 
Fortune, and the Demands of an exalted Sta- 
tion, themfelves call for no ordinary Degree 
of Vigilance or Aftivity : And where Works 
of Neceffity are leaft preffing. Works of Piety 
and Humanity, of Friendfliip and Charity, 
will not fail the more ftrongly to fblicit us, 
^he Poor we have always with us ; and They, 
whofe Tinie lies moft upon their Hands, 
whenfoever they will, may always commenda- 
bly, and methinks agreeably, eipploy it in 
doing them Good. To all which let me add, 
what Men of Affluence and Dignity are much 
concerned to bear in Mind, That their Ex- 
amples will be adlive, fhould They th^emielvf j 

be 
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be idle; pr^ at leaft, that their Lives, how 
trifling foever they may now be, will ope Day 
be fQan4 to have no fmall Weight in incfeaf- 
ixig their Condemnation. 

Nay, once more : No Condition of Human 
Hature ever was, ever will be, exempt from 
every Kind of Working. — Even the State of 
Innocence was by no . Means a State of In- 
adlivity. The Fall of our firft Parents intro- 
duced Toil and Drudgery into our World, 
but found Induftry already in it : For the 
T>r effing of the Garden was. We know Adani% 
Bqfinefs, though not his painful Labour. 
And, -if after Death there remainetb a Reft 
for the People of GOD i even This Refl: is 
not a Freedom from Adtion, but only from 
Sin and, its never-failing Attendants, Weari- 
nefs and Pain. From fuch Labours They^ that 
dye in the LORD, jhall then reji : But the 
Works of Contemplation and Love, of Ado- 
ration and Praife, Jball (o follow them as for 
ever to make a Part of their Exercife and 
their Happinefs. — In fliort : In whatever 
Capacity we view Human Nature ; whether 
in its Original Perfe(5lion or its prefent De- 
generacy; whether in its prefent State of Dif- 
cipline or its future State of Glory 5 We may 
pronqunce concerning Idlenefs (what was 

long 
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long ago faid of Pride J that It tvas hot made 
for Man. 

Were It needful or proper to dwell krtiger 
on fo beaten a Topick, this defpwiabhi Vice 
might be expofed in every View, iff which 
it can be conlidered, whether Natutal, Moral, 
tt Religious : As it debafcth out- Nature, and 
finks us below our Rink in the Scale of Bfe- 
ing^: As it renders ufelefs, and by Degrees 
cxtinguiftieth, every good Quality in uS; 
whilft it fupplits Nourifhment ahd Iheehtives 
fo every bad one : As it ihdifpofelfh us to- 
wards every Duty, and lays us open to almbft 
evety Temptation : As it' refifts the wife Pur- 
pok of Providence in thi§ WoHd ; aftd iii 
fhe ntxty not only cuts off all Title t6 any 
Inheritance, btit finally fubjedrs uS to the tte- 
mertdous Doom of the unpri)fitable' ServltM. 
*- If eVen an Heutben HiJtoHdn could Ifeam 
from* Ndture to couht ,thai Man's Eocijiehci 
alone worthy of the Name of Living ov Plial 
jEnJoyrneM, who is engaged in fome ufeful ArU 
Ibme Uridertnking capable 6f tranfinitting his 
Fame to After-Times : Shall we CBrifiians 
Jiand here all the Day idle, aS if Nd dke hdd 
Bired us ? We, who are bought with d Priie 
of ineftifnable Valufe; and Who are, is flitfe, 
Under peculiar Obligations to gl6ri^ GOD 

in 
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£w oeir BPify and in mr Spirit : Both which Mre 

GOJOts. 

' H6\^ev«lr> after all, it is mtt txpQ&kd that 
liivery Moment df Men's Livts ftiMiM b$ thu& 
^mployai. Neithet the Contfe:tt«n:6 6f our Bo^ 
dies, not the Framd of om Mindsi Will endurd 
to be perpettiaUy up^n thfe Strcteh. Without 
feaibnable Intervals of Relaxation, We muft 
foon become inczJp^hh of Working: And^ 
Adtwithfknding a\l bor Care, Oceafions tliefe 
tirill be, ekher of bodily Indiipofition, br Dif> 
<!6mpofttre of Miiid^ or Both; ^^^ben, (as We 
htoniftly hope) £k, who kmfwttb wk^r^f fe>^ 
ar4 mud^i m\\ not be jiriii to mark oar m^ 
voluntary Int^f mif!ions, nor fevcre in calling 
us te AcSouat for them. — ^ But then, the£^ 
very DedtKftionS ftotti our Time muft greatly 
eflhanfee ftb* Value of the Remainder : Tha 
ifiore of our preci^tz^ias Moments have been* or 
may be, foiik in tku needful Refrefliment ofi 
our weatfied- Limbs, or the no lefs needful 
R»matfoifi of Our ©cbaufted Spirits, the fewfcf 
can be ^>ttired fof unlieteiTary Anlufemeiits ^ 
awf thd l»ord jftri€fly ai^ we oWiiged to im- 
|Jr©ve to Adl^anft^ge thdfe that may be yet in 
oftr Power : In this Senfe akb, " Redeeming 
the Time^ became the Days ate mh 

On 
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Oo the other Hand, neither will every Kind 
of Employment be allowed in our Accounts, 
(nuch lefs be admitted as rewardable. * Many 
bufy Bodies tbefe are^ w6$, in the Eftimation of 
an infpired Apoftle, work not at all^ to any good 
Purpofe : Such, in particular, are T!atlers and 
Talebearers^ efpecially in the cenforious Way; 
impertinent Meddlers in other Mens Matters to 
the Negledt of their own Concern;; Movers 
of Sedition in Communities, and Sowers of 
Difcord among Brethren. And, if Activity 
thus employed can neither be acceptable unto 
GOD nor approved of Men; ftill lefs fo, if 
pofiible, muft be the mifchievous Pains ta- 
ken, in corrupting^ the Principles and de- 
bauching the Morals of Youth, by FaiStors 
for the Enemy of Mankind, and Companions 
of that Deflroyer: Thefc and fuch as Thefc, 
far from being owned by our Lord as having 
been engaged in His Service, will finally be dif? 
miffed into outer Darknefs^ with — ^^I knoia 
Tou not: — Depart from me^ All Tie Worker^ 
of Iniquity ! —Which brings me to obferve, 

III. That We muft not only be aftive, but 
our A(9ivity muft be rightly diredted, and 
regularly exerted : We muft work the 
Works of Him that fent us. 
a zTheJf.Ul. ii. 

And, 
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And^ fhould it now be afked, in the Words ' 
of the jVwf to our Bleffed Lord, • ** Whatjhall 
We Do, that We might work the Works of 
GOD?** 1 conceive, the general Anfwer may 
vhM include all lawful Occupations, all fuch as 
minijier to the Necejfities, without providing for 
the Lufis, hurting the Perfons, or injuring the 
Properties, oi ourfelves or others; e^ecially 
if they are undertaken with an habitual Pur- 
pofe of ferving our Creator by them, and car- 
ried on in Ways conformable to His Laws. 
Secular Employments, thus confecrated, be- 
come not only allowable Means of Subiiflence, 
but rewardable Inftances of Duty. Indeed, 
h without thefe cannot a City be inhabited, nor 
the State of the World maintained. So long, 
therefore, as Men profecute them in their 
due Order, and in Methods confiftcnt with 
higher Obligations; fo long are they com- 
mendably anfwering His Intention, vfho fends 
them hither : And, by Parity of Reafon, thofe 
liberal Arts and learned Profeffions, by which 
Perfons of more extenfive Knowledge are ren- 
dered more extenfively ferviceable in their G^- 
nerations^ may juftly be prefumed to be well^ 
pleq/ing to GOD$ inafmuch as they zrt good 
and profitable unto Men. 

a Joh. VI. %%. b Eccluf. XXXVII. 3 2, 34. 

True 
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True indeed it is, ^at Clmiftmmty hath 
greatly enlarged and exalted emr Viewf . .Yet 
even this Divine Inftitution» which bath di^ 
reAed our Ajft8H$n to Things ak$^$^ hath not 
tied up ouF Hands from Tiftiivjrit ^ the Earth. 
It permitted, if net requiped^ ^oie, to whom 
It firft offered' itfelf, to ^ aUde in the faw^ 
Callings wherein they were eaRed. Nay we 
find I'his among St. Paul^% ln(lni<^ions to Ti- 
tusy and in him to fucceeding Govemoura of 
the Church, ** ^ Let Ours alfk learn to main^ 
tarn Good Works for necefary UJh^ that they 
he not unfruitful When ' he thatjioh is, by 
the fame Apoftle, admonifhed to^eal no more^ 
inftead of being advifed to fly from the Temp- 
tations by going out of the Worlds he is df- 
refted to prevent or difarm them by provident 
Labour^ working with his Hands the Thing that 
is Good. Safely therefore may We Chriftians 
reckon worldly Employments, fb long as they 
^re lawful ones, among thofe good fTorks^ 
which GOD hath ordained thatWejhouldwatk 
in them. And They, that walk in them thro' 
J^ife with Innocence and with Piety, need not 
doubt, but they are, after theBxample of the 
good Patriarchs, Walking with GOJX 

a Cor. VII. 20. b. Titiw III. 14. c ^h. JV. iS. 

In 



In jgbmf Pccup^on ^r pt^er, tlji^, cyery 
Men^hqr qf 8ft«f tj ^^k\ to hp f ng§jgf d. ja^f 
it fhould be obf^rvf^ ^^f*]^?^ ^^> ^s f^ch OjCt 
oip^tionJ are Y8rieu«> Sn4 *s ^flaoflg $J}efn fgme 
muft be inore imincdUtdy in(:umb^t 09 psr-r 
ticular Men than Qtb$r^ i fp f^4ch Man's ^/y^ 
will alwaya raofk commendably be exerted i(( 
JOomg that Bufiaefs which is properly bis owfu 
What that i$» yriU generally be pointed out by 
the fpecial T$dents> Opportunities^ Stations, ot 
Callings of the Perfons concerned. ^ ^bere are 
in tbe Body Civil, as the Apoftle hath obferved 
concerning the Body Spiritual, many J^embers: 
And, fipce in Neitber qi thffe Bodies can AH 
Metfikers bave tbe fame Office^ His following 
Exhortation may with great Propriety be ac- 
c^oynodated to th?m Both- H(fvivg Gifts, dif^ 
feri^g according ta tb^ Grajfe ^iven untQ us^ j 
"^betkev ^Ko^becy^ ht us profh^y according (q 
tb^ Propfirtifin (^ Fqitkx or Miinj^ny^ let m 
ivai/i on our Minifiriflg j or ki tk^fi teqfib^th^ 
f/i %e^Jfin§i qf: be l^bfit ^ofbprfefb, o^, Exb(?r^ 
l«^%-: ^^ th(^ gk^i^k^. kt bimr da if if){^ 
Simplicity A kf: tbift rul^tb^ '^b J^ligfSf£^y 4f 

tJjiat jhemeth. Me^gy, witb Cbe^rfuin^^ r- fo 
ikort: ^ Wbatjiie^er our Wand Jln^ktb ^.Ikh 

a Rom. Xn. 4—8. b Comp. Ecd. IX. .10. with Ron;. 
X«. n. 

what- 
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whatfocvcr Btifinefs our proper Station fets 
before Us : We muft not befiothful in it^ but 
we mtift Do it with, our Migbtk 

Give me Leave to bring home this impor* 
tant Point to Ourfelves* For furely We of 
this Place alio have our Employments ; Em- 
ployments of no jQnall Moment, either to 
ourfelves or to the Community : Of which, 
however, I as little need to fpecify the feve- 
ral Kinds, as to enumerate the peculiar Ob^ 
ligations we lye under to a faithful Diicharge 
of them. — Whilft We daily walk upon the 
fame Ground that was once trod ; whilft We 
occupy the Places that were formerly filled ; 
whilft We partake of the Bounty that was 
either exerted or enjoyed, by Men of diftin- 
guift^ed Eminence in their Generations, and 
the Glory of their T'imes ; fhallj add, whilft 
the Images of their Perlbns appear full in 
our View : Muft not our Hearts burn within 
Us, fired with a generous Ardour after fome 
Refemblance at leaft of their Excellences, 
and with a laudable Ambition of being in 
fbme Degree beneficial to, in fome Degree 
relpedted by, thofe that come after Us? 
And, need I obferve to You, in the mean 
while, that They never acquired thofe Trea- 
fures of Learning, by means whereof they 
have enriched our publick Repofitories, and 

made 
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made our Way to Science at once (horter and 
more, agreeable^ merely by entering into at her 
Metis LaboUrs through partial Extrads from 
tfaem^ much lefs hy /pending their Time in 
Nothing elfey but in perufiiig fame new T^hing^ 
feme ha% Prbdudion, which, like the Pro-' 
phefs Gourde eometh up in a Night and pe^ 
rijhetb in a Night : But by retired Medita- 
tion and laborious Refearches into thofe fe- 
cret Truths, which Wifd$m fiewetb to them 
onfyt ivbofeek her eariy^ and walk with her in 
folitary Paths. And, if We expedt to be 
blefled With the fame Succefs ; to difchargc 
the Offices, to which we may be called, with 
the fame Reputation ; and, in particular, to 
adorn our holy Profeffioa and defend Its 
Truths, with the fame Abilities; We alfo 
muft, after their Example, endure Hardnefs^ 
and bear the Toie, in our Touth : We muft, 
like them,^!^^ tojloew ourf elves approved un^ 
to GOD and Man, if we hope to go forth 
from hence t(;^zX[j fanSiifyed and meet for the 
Majler's Ufe^ and alike prepared unto every 
good Work. 

Yet, after all ; the Work of moft indiipen>« 
fable Obligation, and in which, whatever our 
Situation or our Profeffion may be, wp are 
moft nearly concerned, is that of prompting 
our Creator's Glory, by fetting forward the 

T Salvation 
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Salvation of t)therB, and eipeciaily maimgaxv 
own CaUing and Ele^im fure. A Work^ 
which, though It need not, mnft not ordi- 
narily« fuperfede all the others, is yet* m 
Comparison with thent, the one f*6ing need- 
fid: It is indeed that Work^ for the iUce of 
which chiefly We came into the Worlds and 
which if we leave undone* ^W bad k been 
for us that we bad not been Jent into it : And 
yet a Work it is, not to be acconlplifhcd by 
a few fli^t Endeavours ; or withoitt Stri-- 
ving^ Giving Diligence ^ and Watching there-- 
unto with aU Perfeverance. The bare Learn- 
ing of our Duty is a Work of no fmall At-» 
tention : How much more Pains, then* nuift 
be taken in the due Perfornianoe of it. To 
touch upon a iingle Branch of it only. That 
which more immediately relates to Ourjelves. 
Here, the moft untabted will £nd fame Dif- 
•ficulty in fubduing the irregular Tendencies 
of their carnal Part : Whilft a far greater 
Number, having (from a bad kdocadon or 
for Want of a good one, from the Inflaence 
of ill Example or the Enticements of ill 
Company) made ibme Progrefs in a wrong 
Courie of Life, muft befides die arduous 
^Work pf over coming corrupt Indinattons, 
engage in the ftiU more painful Tafk of extir* 
pating vicioufi Habits. And All in general 

will 
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will fip4 it Mattel* of cpnftiuit Labour, tHougk 
undi^r Divine Grace of e^er«>inorea£ing Plea^ 
fore, tS^ rQ<flify their Tempers and purify tbeip 
Hearts s to hring into Captroity' ev^ Thought 
U the Obedience £^ Christ; to raife their 
AfFedkions unto a Relifh for religious Exer^ 
eiies and fpiritual Enjoyments ;' not only (itK 
the Language of St. FmU) io put fi^'the Old 
Man, which is e^rupt according U the deceit-^ 
fiil^Lufisy but to put on the New Man, %uhich 
after GOD is creafed in Righteoufnrfs and trm 
Holinefs : '—- That Molinefs, mthout i^hich no 
Manjhallfee the LORD f *« And yet, 

IV. For all our Works, this laft in partil- 
cular. We have a Day gnly^ or fiort 
^ime, allowed us ; after which the Night 
Cometh, when no Man can "work. 

^his, in the moft obvious Application, is 
die Day or Seafon of each Man-^s Life. And 
Aat, in this refpeft, the Night cometh upon 
every one of us, can (I fuppofe) need nc^ 
Proof. Thofe Portions of piuration, with 
which we are here acquainted, r<dl on a* 
pace : And, whether this Rotation be near 
its own Conclufion or not, the Share that 
each of Us hath in it, ' a§ his own Tinae of 
Tryal, affuredly is fo. ' In our eafieft Mo- 
ments there is hut a Step between us and 

T 2 Death: 
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Death : And the oldeft Man living may. tru- 
ly fay, with the experienced Patriarch, ^^Few 
and evil han)e the Days of the Tears of my Lifs^ 
been'' Yet, no fooner will this fhort Life be 
closed, but an End miift come of all fuch 
Workings as will be available to our cverlaft- 
ing Salvation : It being the uniform Do<ftrine 
of the inipired Writings, in fome Places di- 
redUy aflerted, in all taken for granted, that 
• every Maris final Allotment will be according 
to the Works done in his Body. 

And, as thus much is fufficient for the 
Purpofe of the Obfervation now before us ; 
fo (by the Way) more than this, I prefume, 
cannot be urged upon any clear Grounds of 
Holy Scripture. That ■ there is in the Grave, 
whither We are going, no fuch Work or De- 
vice as our Hands here fnd to Do, no fuch 
Wifdom or Knowledge as our prefent Situation 
engageth us in purfuit of; We allow and 
maintain : But it doth not follow, nor would 
the wifi Preacher,^ Argument for Induftry be 
at all enforced by fuppofing, that Death brings 
with it, not only a Ceiflktion fronv Working, 
but a Privation of Thought and Perception 
of every Kind.~If our Expedlations in a Fu- 
ture State be ufually (for it n^uft not be faid, 
always) referred to the Day of general Retri- 

a z Cot. V. lo. !► Eccl. IX. 10. 

bution ; 
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bution ; this may well be accounted for by 
concluding, not that after Death np Degree 
of Comfort to the Good or of Uneafin^fs to 
the Ba4 ftiall take Place, but (which is rea- 
dily admitted) that the Sentence upon Nei- 
ther fhall be publickly pronounced and fully 
executed, before that Great Day. — And, as 
to the Suggeftion, ^* that the Peribn awaking 
at the laft Day from fuch a total Sleep 2^ is 
contendec^ for, unconfcious of any intervening 
Duration, will conceive the Moment of his 
Refurreftion to be immediately conncift^d with 
the Moment of his Deceafe^'' neither will 
this obviate all the Scripture Paflages ufually 
ialledged on the other Side, Hear only the 
memorable Declaration of St. Paul: • ** Ji^bat 
JJhould cbufey I wot not : For lam in a Strait 
Betwixt two ; bofuing a Dejire to depart y and 
to be witb Christ ; wbicb is far better : JVJ?- 
vertbelefSf to abide in the Flejb isi more needful 
for Tou" — The Alternative in the Apoftle's 
View, You will obferve, was ^his : Whe- 
ther He fhould by departing become happy 
with Christ, or by abiding in the Flejh con- 
tinue ufeful in the Church. And, to occa- 
fion any fuch Difficulty as is here reprefent- 
ed. He muft have undcrftood, that his • ma- 
king Choice of the Latter of thefe Two Ob- 

4 a Phil. 1.22 — 25* 

jeds 
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je£h befoK hitn» w6iild be no ordinary In* 
ftance of Self*-denial in regard tcrthe Former. 
Now> tdiat Self^letml could there be in 
foregoing;, for the prefent only, an Objeft at 
prcfentnpt attainable nor expeAed by hiol i 
The Apoftie. might have cbojin to continue 
for many- Years with His Beloved Phiti^piuns^ 
for ibetr Furtherance and J(^ of Faiths With- 
out poftporiing for one Moment ^ny fuch En- 
joyment x^, hisL own a$ was not to commence 
before the general Judgment. Nor does it 
af^ear, how the Strait ^ He here declares 
himfelf in> can be accounted for ; or, how' 
his Affedtioft !pr his CcAverts can be viewed 
in that amiable Light, io which we now fee 
it; without fuppoling him fully aflbred, that 
the longer his Life ihould be continued for 
their Beb^fit, juft fo much the longet He 
muft be detained from what He here calls, 
^* Being wM Christ : And that the fame 
Hour, that ihould remove him from Tiem, 
would put him in ad:ual PofTeflion of That 
far hetfer State. 

But, to return and proceed : There is 9 
Day of Healthy often yet fhorter than that of 
Animal Life^ but beyond which there i^doii) 
remains much Ability for Working to any 
confiderable Purpofe. A Refle<%ion This, of 
great Moment ; and of which therefore We 

are 
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are frequently reminded. In f(»<St> * Slatbfut^, 
nefs itfelf a^etb infa a deep Sleep : Our Fac\4^ 
ties thrpugh Difufe Ibecome indifpoT^^^ and 
hy degrees unqaalified^ for any laudable £x- 
qrliioAi till ^ laft fqch an aife^ed Inadtivity 
ttrininates in a real Incapacity. The like Eft 
fedt may alfb» in other InftanceSj^ be owing 
to the quite contrary Caufe ; for Wp fotrie-i 
tin>es obferve with Concern the fc^miogly 
Bxnxefk Conitituiions totally t!$tfeebli2)d« or thf 
brighteA Faculties- irrecoverably di6>rdere4# 
by an eisceflivc Intenfeiiefs of Application^ 
And>^ where neither of thefei Extremes caa 
be ^c&Ly char|^d with the melancholy 
Chstfigie^ the Supreme Difpoier of all Thiflg« 
on fome Occafion^ thinks fit (for Reafons al« 
ways wife, tho* not always difcernible by Us) 
to ^pour Contempt upon the Mighty by weaken^ 
ing their bodily Strength ; or to take away thi 
He4rt of the Chief of the Earth in Intellei^ual 
ISndowments^ caufinjj^ them (if J may ufe Ho^ 
ly J^^'s Expreflion) to mander in a Wilder'^ 
neffy where there is no Way. But, without 
pretending to diflinguifli the feveral Caufes of 
fuch affecting Appearances^ their Influence^ 
in relation to every material Bufinefs of Life, 
is vt^cU known ; and is furely a perpetual Call 
upon us tp 'B.emember our Creator and tQfniJh 

. a Prov. XIX. 15, b ]o\> XII. 21, 24. 

His 
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His Works ; wbUe the evil Days come nat^ nor 
the Tears draw nigb^ when JVejhallfayy <* W^ 
bave no Pleafure in tbem^ 

Efpeclally fincc farther, with regard to our 
principal Work, We have ftrong Intimations, 
that there is an accepted Time^ a Day of &aU 
vation 5 which may be clofed before the Clofe 
of Life^ or even the Lofs of Natural Facul- 
ties. Not that fincerc Repentance and real 
Reformation will ^ver come too late for Ac- 
ceptance. * Wben the Wicked Man turnetb ^- 
fvayfrom bis Wickednefs^ that be batb commit^ 
fed^ and Doetb that wbicb is lawful and right ; 
We may pronounce upon the higheft Autho- 
rity, that HeJhaUfave bis Soul alive. But we 
have no Authority to pronounce, that They 
may^ at Pleafure, Do Goody who bave been 
accujiomed to Do Evil : Or, that fuch as have 
long h^n fnning wilfully fhall prefently be 
renewed again unto Repentance^ upon their 
vouchfafing to caft a Thought that way. 
Reafoning by Analogy from fimilar Cafes 
leads us toward a different Conclufion. We 
fee almoft daily Examples, wherein mere 
Sorrow, and even ardent Wifties, nay real 
Endeavours, are found infufficient to repair a 
Man's Fortune, or to reftore his Health, when 
once wafted and deftroyed by Riot and Ej- 
a Ezek. XVIII. 27. 

travagance^ 
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travagance. And, if ^uch Methods are thus 
unable to fet all right in Men*s Temporal 
Concerns ; What wife Man would reduce 
himfelf to a Neceflity of trying their Succefs 
in an Affair of infinitely greater Moment ; or 
of relying on their Efficacy, not only for re- 
moving all the Confequcnces of a Life. of Sin, 
but for fccuring the Rewards of a Life, of 
Holinefs ? The Truth is. Repentance itfelf 
is no fuch eafy Matter as feems to be too 
commonly fuppofed. The Completion of it 
at leaft, if not the firft Motion towards it, is 
cert^lv the Gift of GOD. And^ how can 
the habit,ual Sinner prefume, that the Spirit 
ofGODJloould always Jirrve with Him ? Why 
fhould he not rather apprehend, that the 
Time may foon come, when, though he 
ihould become * willing to inherit the Bleffing 
he hath profanely defpifedy his Pretenfions fhall 
be rejeSled? not becaufe real Repentance 
would even then be unavailable, fuppoiing 
him capable of it ; but becaufe he (hall then 
fnd no Place of Repentance ^ tho' he fhould cry 
for it earnejily with I'ears. 

Upon the Whole, We are fent into Life 

by our great Creator : Upon an Errand of in-^ 

diipenfable Neceffity : To be accomplifhed, 

jf at all, within a Space of Time, flior^ at 

a Comp. Heb. XII. 17. with Gen. XXVII. 

befl. 
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befty ftful yet uncertain alfo ; not only in re* 
j^c<a of its ContinuaiKe, ^ut of our Ability 
tto make a proper Ufe of it. -—What reoiains 
tiicn» but that^ agreeably to pur Lord's De^ 
claration in my lexi^ tod to tbe l^ Ob&r-< 
vation above deduced from it, 

; V. We fliould. All of Us, refolve to pro- 
fcfcute This Great Bufinefs wMe it is 
Tyay i kji the Night Should overtake us, 
before our Work be finifhed. 

Could the Night of Death juiUy be conii- 
dered as the Period^ not of our Working oa-i 
ly, but of" our very Being i the Libertine's 
Condufion, ** Let us ]S,at and Drink^'* un-^ 
manly as it isj would harcfly be more xmmaa^ 
ly than his Principle, <* T^Ornwrrow W€ J>ye'' 
Buty in how very dii&rent^ Light muii the 
Certainty and Neamefs of Death appear^ 
when an Eternity of Happincfs or Mifery 
is underJlood to depend upon the Life pre«< 
ceding It.--If We All dye only to live again 2 
If the Night of Death is to be fucceeded by 
znew Day^ whofe SunJhaU no more go down : 
If, after our Bodies hxvc Jlept in the D^, We 
muft Ail awake i Some to ever lofting Life and 
Glory], and Some to Shame and ever lining Con^ 
tempt : If, once more. We muft then be ir^ 
reverfibly fentenced to the One or the Other 

of 
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of thefe moft oppofite Conditions, from the, 
Charafter Wc fhall by an unerring Judge be 
fbcnd to have fuftained here, either oi faith- 
fid Stewards or oi.nnprofitable Servants : Who 
jcan exprefs the Infatuation of confumifig thofe 
Tears in Vanity y or of drowning in Sq[lf^ality 
thofe Faculties ; by our Application of which 
our Situation muft be determined, r in a Life 
endlefs and a State unchangeable 1 

Let us think betimes> how amazing the 
Approach of Death muft appear — far moro 
amazing than the Approach of Night to an 
improvident Traveller, who has a great Part 
of his laborious but jieceffary Day's Journey 
ftill to be performpd •^^--jhould the Bufmefs of 
our Lives prove then unfiniihed ; but eipe- 
cially, fhould it hardly be well begun. In 
our early Years,- indeed^ while the Circula- 
tions are free> and the Spirits brifk. Time 
may glide along with tolerable iSmoothnefs in 
a Courfe of unthinking Gayety. The Toung 
Man may rejoice in his Touth, and let his 
Heart cbear him : He may, for fome Time, 
wali in the Ways ^f his Heart, and in the Sight 
of his Eyes 5 indulging himfelf without Re- 
fcrve in the Gratification pf every Senfe and 
Appetite. But— /A^ Voice of the LORD GO JO 
will he heard in the Cool of the Day : And, 
)vheii t|xe Remonftrances of Confcience be-* 
' ■ ' gin 
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gin to force themfclvcs upon him ; what 
muft his Searchings of Heart be ! whether he 
looks back upon a World, out of which he 
is juft going, without having ferioufly enga- 
ged in any one Work for which he was fent 
into it^ or whether he looks forward into 
Another, upon Vhich he is juft entering, 
without having provided any one reguifitc 
^aliJiajLtion for it \ and in \5rhich he muft 
know^ that for all Thefe TAings, all the Hours 
he has trifled away, all the Talents he ha? 
mifemployed, GOD will bring him ta Judg-- 
ment ! 

Or fuppofing, what is at all Times pofli- 
ble, at no Time improbable, that the King 
of I'errours, inftead of making leifurely Ad- 
vances, and nqtifying his Approach, ftiould 
unawares fejze the Strong Man and overcome 
him : Should the worthlefe Voluptuary's Soul 
he this Night required of him, or he ^be de- 
prived of that ITnderftariding, which he hath 
fo wretchedly miftifed : Under how much 
greater Aftonifliment muft be awake in the 
World of Spirits^ an entire Stranger as he is 
to Spiritual Joys^ and utterly incapable of ?W- 
termeddling withy of bearing any Part in them I 
What Heart can conceive the Anguifh, with 
which the Man of Wit and Parts, or of 
Wealth and Dignity, after a Life of Indo- 
lence 
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lence and Infignificancyy eipecially.if alio of 
Lewdnefs and Impiety ^Jhall fee the induflrious 
Peafant whom he hath perhaps opprefTed, or 
the^ plodding Student whom he hath prpba-* 
bly held in Contempt, Jit ting down hereafter 
in the Kingdom ifHeaveny and himfelfiox ever 
thruji out! , 

Whereas, on the other Hand, in the Event- 
ing of a Life fpent in Doing his LORDU. 
IVillj with what Serenity may %$ the faithful 
Servant wait for His Coming ; in conflant 
Re^dinefs to open to Him immediately y and in 
humble Confidence that his Reward is with 
Him^ and bis Work before Him. In other In- 
ilances, it may be fome little Difcourage- 
ment to Induftry, to obferve the Succefs of 
Men's Labours not always anfwerable to the 
Conftancy of them. Difappointments of this 
Sort muft often happen in wordly Purfuits ;, 
where, of Many that may run, but One can, 
ordinarily receive the Prize. But, in the great 
Race that isfet before Us Chriftians, the Cafe, 
is far otherwife. We may here be Competi- 
tors without Interference ; and, though We 
Allruny We may each of Us obtain. — We 
ferve a Mafter, by whom well-meaning Me- 
rit (and with Him fincere Endeivours are 
accepted for Merit) Jhall not always be for^ 
gotten ; And in whofe Work if We are but 

Jleadfaft 
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^Jieadfajl and wmdvea$ie, ttnd to the beft of 
our Abilities ahu^i abouniing^ our Ldhour 
fliall, in no Degree of it, finalty be nt vain. 
Let us ^work our Work htimes^ and in His 
T'ime JfiEr, by \^om We are employed, nmS 
afluredly give Us our fuH Reward. 

' I have only to add, what muft not be 
on^tted in treating this Subject, that our own 
Strength isfmall: So finall, as to be of itfclf 
utterly diiproportioned either to the Difficul^^ 
tf of the Work, or the Excellency of did 
Reward, propofed to us. In Truth, ""it is 
GOD that worketb in us, both to WHl and t$ 
Do, of His Good P/eafkre. But then, fince it 
is always His Good Pleafure to aiSfl as .well 
ts to reward them that dUigentfy feek Him ; fo 
far fhould the foregoing RefleAion be from 
damping our Refolution, or excufing our la- 
adivity, that it is at once a moft awful and 
moft animating Incitement to work out our 
orvn Salvation with Fear and Trembling. 

If Any of Tou, then, lack Wifdom, let him 
ajk of GOD : To H i M let us All apply our- 
felves for Guidance and Support through this 
arduous Undertaking : Humbly befeeching 
Him, that He would turn away our Eyes, left 
with Appetite or Eagernefs they behold Vani- 

a I Cor. XV. 58. b Eccluf.'LI. 30. c Phil. II. 12, 13. 

ty. 
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aPjf, and quicken us in His Wiy : That he would 
Jirengtben our Hands, and pro/per the Work of 
them : That, in thu Place more efpecially. 
He would fandify all our Studies, to the At- 
tainment of that Knowledge, not which /«^- 
etJb up one againji another, but which maketb 
charitable to the Edifying of our Brethren, 
and wife unto our own Salvation: That all 
our Works may be begun, continued, and ended 
in Him : And that at length, when the TCime 
of our Departure is at band. We may, by His 
Mercy overlooking whatever hath been amifs 
in us, and through the Merits of our Re- 
deemer fupplying what is wanting on our 
Parts, Each of us be able to addrefs Him, in 
the Words of the fame His well-beloved Son : 
• ** / have glorified Tbiee on the Earth : I have 
^^finijhed the Work, which Thou gaveji Me 

'^toBor 
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I s A I A It XLII. 24. 

Who gave Jaccb/or a Spoils and Ifrael . 
io the Robbers f Did not the Lo rd, 
He^ dgainji "whom 'We have jinnedf 

AMONG many irtiportant Advin- 
tagfes rcmoftimcnding the infpired 
Writings of tlic Old as well as thie 
New Teftaraent to our attentive 
Ptrufal, Tliis is none of the leaft confidera- 
ble; That, whilft they prcfent us with an 
Hijiory of Providence itt ancient Times, they 
abound with Obfervatiom upon particular 
Occurrences which may .be ufefully applied 
by all fucceeding Ages. Erroneous Applica* 
tions indeed may be, and have been, made 
of Ibme Tranfadlions there recorded, relating 
to a peculiar People : where neither fhould 
every Interpofition on God's Part be an ObjciSt 
of general Expedtation, nor every Proceeding 
onTheir's be drawn into general Example. Yet 
the Accounts there gives of many remarkablp 

Changes 
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Changes in the Fortunes of that People, elpc- 
cially where we have the Declarations of their 
lEimpbets andBighiedus Men coftipfttniftg tttoM, 
were undoubtedly written for our Learning. 
And, is God is not the God of tie Jews only, 
but of the Gentiles aljb\ fuch Paffages of Scrip- 
ture may, at this Day, be profitable to other 
i^fltidnfe, for Do&fine, for Repi'oofy for €or^ 
re^Wf fur Infiru&kM in Rigtomfnefs. 

I wi(h we had lefs Odcafiba thus to ^pty 
the Paflage before Us, in reference either to 
the Injuries we have, lately been permitted by 
the Almighty to fufier from the Invaders of 
our National Rights, or to the Provocation 
we have given Him to chaftifc us by their 
Mean«. However, of our paft Sufifcrings, or 
our prefent Dangers, let every one jtidge as 
he itt& Caufe; provided onty that he judg^ 
impartially and in the Fear of God. For wc 
may be, and perhaps we fometimes are> reacfy 
to think too unfavourably of the Ciicum^* 
ftanccs of our Country ; and, though npt to 
be afraid where no Fear is, yet to be afraid 
beyond what our Cafe really requires : Which 
may be at once our Misfortune and our Fault : 
Our Misfortune, ihould it betray tbofe Suc-^ 
cpurs which Reqfon m^ht otherwife g^r; 
Our Fault, ihould it make U3 unrcafonably 

quere- 
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qucrclous againft our SupefrioUrs, or too ra(K 
in our Ccnfures upon our Countty-men ; but 
efpeciall^ (hould it render us lefs thankful 
than we ought to be to our fupreme Proteftor, 
for having hitherto exenfipted Us of this Land, 
if not frona bearing a Share in the Burdens of 
War, yet frona perfonally feeling Thdfe dire- 
ful Effetfts of it, under which Many Others 
even now groan. But, though our Situation 
may not yet be defperate enough to juftifjr 
ail unmanly Dread, it is furely too alarming 
to excu£e ah irreligious Security. A St^e olT* 
War with a powerful Enemy cannot^ ynder 
the moii favourable Appearances, be free 
from Danger. And, if we find our Prophet 
clfewhere denouncing a * Wo againft Som€ \xi 
hwDays> who appear not *tiH afterwards to 
have foiarted under any extraordinary Chaf-- 
tiferifieftt, becauie the Harp and the VioU the 
. ^airet and Pipe^ and Wine^ \6ere in their Peafis; 
whilft they regarded net the Work efthe hoKDi 
nor conjidered the Operation of His Hands ^ how 
ihuch n^orc provoking muft the fame luxu*- 
rious and profane Courfe of Life be undef 
fhe adtual Infli<3l:ions of his Vengeance. T)hftC 
War in particular is one of thefe Infli^ions, 
^nA fuch m oiie as calls for a more ierioua 

a Jfai.V. II, i^. 
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Frame of Mind^ wc may (without citing 
other Paflages) fuffici^ntly learn from the 
Words following my Text : Where the Pro-r 
pbetf having intimated the Reafon why God^ 
had given Jacob for a Spoil and Ifrael to the 
Robbers^ prefently fubjoins this pathetickCom* 
plaint : ' Therefore bath. He poured upon him 
the Fury of His Anger, and the Strength of 
Battle I and It hath fet him qn pire round a^ 
bout, yet he knew (or duly regarded) it not; and 
It hath burned bink, yet he laid it not to Heart. 
A Degree of Infenfibility, which might feem 
hardly credible, did not our own Obfervation 
fet before us too many Examples of at leaft 
an equal Inattention to the fame Indications 
of Divine Difples^fure. 

To awaken Us from a State of Slumber and 
Impiety, fo little agreeable to our prefent Cir- 
cumftances, fs on? declared End of this feafon- 
able Appointment : In' Purfuance whereof, I 
would take Occafion, from the Paffagc under 
ConHderation, to offer fpme Reflexions not 
unfuitaUe to the State qf Things around Us; 
and then to recommend fuch farther Senti- 
ments as Seafons of National Danger ftand in 
need of, and fuch as Days of National Hui 
miiiation more particularly require* 

a I&j. XLII. Z5. 

Many 
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Many a Time had the Enemies of God's 
People opprejed them and held them in Sub^ 
jeSlion^ And, whichfoevcr of their Diftrcfles 
the Prophet might in my T!ext particularly 
have jn view ; We may fuppofe T^hem full of 
Enquiries after the immediate Caufe of urhat 
had befallen them ; blaming, as their Appre- 
henfibns or their Prejudices led them, either 
the Direftion of their Counfels, or the Exe- 
cution of their Operations : not without loud 
Complaints and Expfcillons of R^ientment 
againft the Encroachments, Perfidy, and Cru- 
elty of Their Enemies. The Prophet con- 
demns not fuch Enquiries nor fuch Com- 
plaints ; but from their acknowledged Con- 
dition takes Occafion to point out. to them 
fuch Objcdls of Botb^ as were af leaft equally 
interefting with any of the reft: Of their 
Enquiries -^ " Who had let loofe the Violence 
of their rapacious Adverfaries, at the fame 
Time (if fuch a Cafe niuft be fuppofed) in- 
fatuating or difpiriting Thofe that fliould have 
defended them?'* And of their 'Refentment 
-^ Thofe Perfonal Sins, Thofe National Pro- 
vocations, that h^d deprived them of His 
Protedtion. Jf^bo Gave Jacob for a Spoils 
affd Ifrael to the Robbers ? Did not the Lord, . 
IJe^ agqinjl whom we have Sinnep ? ; 

Such 



Btich, I conrtivt, rtiight be the View of 
Our iProphet in Thii Addrcfs to his Coantlry- 
ibch. And,' fhotfld our prefent Circumftan- 
cJcs bfe thought to bfear anyRefemt)kftce to 
1f*hcir*s; That we may neither on thfe one 
Hand, like Them, by a fottifh Difregard of 
His Super-in'tcndenceyeJrjf^/ God, nor charge 
Mim fotiHfi)fy by any injurioais Imppiation on 
the other i I fhall reduce what the Time will 
permit mt tp offer, by Way of illuftrating 
and applying tHe 0a<arine of my Tejct, urtdtr 
the following Oeheral Heads of Enquiry : 

- I. Firjl^ Wifence ii comes^ that there ffaouU 
bfc athong Men or Nattom any fuch Vih 
lenoe^ as is here fuppoled. 

IL ISmndly, tinder nvboje Controls and U 
wbkt 'End^y It is permitted to operatfe, 
or farbdttce Its Effedls. And, 

HI. ^hirdfyy To what Ufes the foregoing 
Dodtrkic may be Jeajhnably applied by 
. Ourfelves, on the prefent Occafion. 

1. Hie Firfi of Tlirfe Enquiries, as it re- 
lates to the Origin nfEvil in genefah huth "in 
all Ages been a StibjeCt of much Perplexity 
to Man's Unenlfghtened Underftanding : And 
it ftill continues to be a dangerous Specula- 
tion 
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tioti to fuch Free Enquirers, is will prefuhie 
to be ff^ife nh'ue phat is tvritten. But 1 have 
thS Sappirtteft ttf ijieaklfig to a Chri/iian Au- 
diehtfe": And as nb Apblogy will here be ex- 
paftfe3 For having conftatit Hecburfe to That 
facred Volume, which is in all our Hands i 
fo i^e ftiali, 1 trufl, be thereby enabled to 
rfeconcfle, fo far as it is needful for. Vs to re- 
concile, the Appeat-ances now utfder Confide- 
rathJn, ^;^ith thfe gehulne Peelings of our own 
Nature, and with cur cleareli Notions con- 
certing the All-perfca: Author of It. 

Tfie Faft fuppbfed is indeed indiiputable : 
fhefe always hath been, and there ftiU conti- 
liufes t6 be, mucli Injuftice, Rapine,, and Cruel- 
ty in the World, Scarcely was the Humah 
Race tntiltiplied before Aflaffination began : 
Ftor tht Firft Man, whofe Birth is recorded, 
is recorded alfo to have • rifen up againjl his 
Brofber and to hzvtjlain him. When in Pro- 
cefs of Time this Earth became repleniflied 
with Inhatbitants, we are told, that it ^ijoui 
alfo filled ntoith Violence : Nor could the fame 
Fload cf Waters^ which fwepl away the Old 
tVoftd one Family excepted, through any 
ponlidcrable Length of Succeffion deter the 
^Branches of That one Family from mutual 

a Gen.IV.«. b Ibid. VI. 13. 

Encroach- 
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EncroachtnentSji Affaults^ and Bloodfhed^ 
Their Defpendants cycr fiftce^ when at Liberty 
from all Rei^raints of Authority, have be^ 
traye^ fuch a Difpofition to annoy and infeft 
Qne another, as fumifhed a Pbilofophizing Hu--^ 
morifi of our own in the laft Century with fome 
Pretence for his favorite Tenet, that a State of 
Nature is a State of War. Yet, on the other 
Hand, the Hiftories of Mankind, under Go- 
vernment in every Form, s^rc fUled with Ac- 
couats fo little to Its Credit, that a late plau^ 
Jible Declaimer hath ventured tp change This 
Artificial Society with the Introduflipn of 
more and greater Mifchiefs among Men, thaq^ 
Thofe from which It has refcued them. As 
to our boafted Faculty of Reafoni too true it 
is, that, in Proportion to Its Improvement 
by the Cultivation of Arts and Sciences, Men 
have ever become more ingenious in preparing 
for each other the Injiruments of Death. Nay 
(which is moft to be lamented) Religion It* 
felf hath too often been employed in giving 
Sharpnefs to Thofe Weapons, and Force to 
thofe Engines, which Philofophy had invei>te4 
for the Deftru<aion of our Species. Even th? 
merciful 'Jesus forefaw and foretold, that 
His Comings inftead of clofing former Breaches^ 

a Matt. X. 34, 3S* 

would 
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woqifl Itfclf open new Ones among thofc of 
i?evi?ft Relation. Which Predidion the Pro- 
ftffoxs of His Religion have ever lincc been; 
too fadly verifying : And We fee, at This Day, 
Some, whp call thcmfclves Christians, 
/preading Dcvaft^tions vyrith as much Induftry, 
as if They were really fupporting their Title 
to That Appellation by Sending an Earth, not 
Peace, but a Sword. 

What fhall We fay thcrt ? Arc our truly Na- 
tural Affeftions and our unprejudiced Reafon, 
are Civil Government and even Religion, not 
excepting the Chriftian, All combined againft 
the Peace, and Order, and Happinefs of Man- 
kind? In Qther Words, Is God the Author 
of fo much Confufion as vsre fee in the Moral 
World? Or, Arc His choiceft Gifts to Man^ 
the necejfary Caufes of all This Mifchief and 
PeftruAion ? No^ furely ! Whatever Inven-^ 
tions Men may have fought out, let us fay, 
with the Wife Preacher, * " ^bis at leaft we 
*' hav.e founds that God made Man upright?"* 
He gave him a Degree of Perfedion fuited 
to his Rank among his Fellow-Creatures; 
but fuited alfo to That State of Probation for 
which he was intended. What his Firji Trial 
lyas, and how he fell from his Original Up- 

a Eccl.VII.29. 

rightneis, 



1*6 ThyioUmsofManfidf^^ 

rightncifs. You all know from the » Hiftory of 
Mofes. And,, if we confult St. yames upon 
llie Origin of ^ bitter Envying and Str^e m 
particular; we find Him, not only tracing Its 
De/cmt from the Frailty of our Eartbfy Part, 
the Prcxralencc of our AS^^j/itf/ Appetites, and the 
Influence of That Diabolical Spirit, whofe Sug- 
geftions firft introduced this Difordcr into our 
Conftitution, and ftill continue to add Strength 
and Malignity to it; but exprefly aflfuring Us, 
that the tVifdom^ wbicb is from above ^ is firfi 
pure then peaceable^ gentle and eafy to be in- 
treat ed^ full of Mercy ^ and good Fruits. 

And indeed, depraved as our prefent Nature 
is, I think *W6 fhould hiardly do Jiiftice to the 
Author of^ our Being, fhould We not acknow- 
ledge Ourfelves to be, in every Way confiftent 
with the Freedctai of accountable Creatures, 
taught of God to love one another^ ^ £>o Ftp" 
hnce to no Man^^ is ftiN a Didfcate of Mature, 
as well as a Precept of Religion. Our very 
Inftinfts are, as it were, retained on the Side 
of Diftrefs, wherefoever it appears ; at leaft 
'till they are hurt by a Number of deteSed 
Counterfeits. A State of War is in faft fo 
little Natural to our Minds, that to be pleafed 
with fhe Miferies of others, or wflfully to 

b Sec Gen, HI. b Jam.lII. 14.— 17. 

occasion 
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occidEaa ^lem^ I might fay, to negkAthe 
Relief of tibem whoi in our Powers is not 
more commoply than juftly called **Inbu^ 
man /' And I appeal to. ^very Breaft not un« 
ufualiy hardened. Whether, m the Midfi £/*It^ 
Rejoicing iq>on the N^ws of a Viaoryi tbeHearf 
ii not /or roiq/iil at the TThought of That hor^ 
rible Slaughter^ ev^n of Enemies, that muft 
f>€ fupppjfed to hay€ attended upon it. Then, 
as tt> C^ivi/ CU^tmnent : So far is This frotA 
beii^ fairly chargeable i^ith the mutual l^n^ 
croachments and Ii)fialt^ of Met), that k wa| 
one great End of This QrJfMnct ijfGev^ 
and is pi^ prificipal Employment of All who 
duly Mnwii^er It, by ^tadering if pp{fifo]e> 
or if not by puniflHQ|[, cvisry TbiQg of ^s 
Kii>d, to proclaim to Thole under It€ Jurii- 
diction, tiat Hh^ trufi mt in Wrong and RoA^ 
bery. And, whatever Qutrages may 9X fuiy 
Time have ih^tered tlj^emfelves under the 
mifapplied Name of Religion^ or have per« 
haps be^ consecrated l^y the mudot-^injured 
Authority of ike G^el Itfetf 5 Tbtfe ipttft all 
have been prevented by a right Underilandtiig, 
and due Pbfervance^ of Tha{ amiable Inftttu-^ 
'tion ; whp£b Divine Author ^came, not to de^ 
Jiroy Men' 4 'Lives ^ hut to Jove tbmi Which 

ft Luke IX, 56. 

hath 
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hath opened to our Faith fuch Views of Hap- 
pinefs hereafter^ as well as preferibed fuch 
Rules for our Conduct here, as are moft ad-* 
mirably calculated to promote Feace on Earth 
and Good-Will among Men: And, were it but 
allowed to have //j perfeB Worky ^Nation 
would not lift up Sword againjl Nation^ neither 
would They need to learn War any more. 
' Not that fuch Appeals to the Arbitration of 
Heaven are abfolutely repugnant either to Rea* 
fon orChriftianity. Nations; as well as Fami-^ 
lies or fingle Perfons, may have Rights too im-* 
portant to be given up without a vigorous Op-* 
pofition to the unjuft Invader : And fuch, I 
truft, are the Rights, in Vindication whereof 
our own Nation is at prefent engaged. ISelf^ 
defence, on fuch Occafions, is not only jiifti* 
fiable but a Duty; and is indeed then only 
blameable, when Hoftilities commence before 
Provocation has been given, or are profecuted 
by Methods unwarrantable, or are pufhed be- 
yond the Bounds of a juft Reparation for 
paft Ihjuries, and a reafbnable Precaution a- 
gainft future Attempts of the fame Kind. 
Something, however, is generally wrong in 
the One or the Other of the contending Par- , 
ties; and too often in Both. And, when the 

a Ifai.II. 4. 

Sword 
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Sword is once drawn, fo extremely difficult is 
it^ if not iihpoffible, to guard agaihft Excefies, 
of to prevent a Train of Coiifeqiiences, tcto ma- 
ny to be enumerated, too fhdcking to be de- 
fcribed 5 that no good Man would willingly 
be concerned in the Beginning of fuch Strife, 
no juft Nation would without gooJ Advice 
make War: Nor can we fuppofe.ourfelves fo 
conftituted by ouf Wife Cr6atof, aS to render 
fuch Havock among His own Works una- 
voidable. 

^From wbencey then, come Wars and Fights 
ings among us ? The fame Apoftle, who pro- 
pofcth . the Qucftion, hath very emphatically 
anfwered it by another, Come They not hence, 
even of Tour Lujis that ivar in Tour Mem^ 
hersf And here, in fad, is the chief Soured 
of that Rapine, for which a Stranger to the 
Ways of Men might Well be at a Lofs to 
affign a Temptation. The Produce of This 
Earth when properly cultivated, and the 
Bounties of Heaven when moderately enjoy- 
ed, feem abundantly fufficient for the needful 
Support, the comfortable Accommodation, 
of All for whom They are prepared. But, 
though the original Defires, the natural Wants, 
of Man are few and eafily fupplied, his ima- 

a Jam. IV. i. 

ginvy 
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giiury or .aiFcftc4 pn^s, ^^rpsrip^ in prQj?prt 
tion with indulged Apbetitp^ and.^nflamed 
liufls, foon become ouipgrpug atid infiportu^ 
nate. Hence, in privato ]L»ife, fje that fna"- 
htif Hajle to h. Rich or Great, can hardfy k 
innocent i Harmlcfs Behaviour will not aiifwf f 
his Purpofe : Meeting with Many eag^gfld io 
the fame l^urfuits, be finfis, or fancies that 
he finds, a Neceflity for employing either in-* 
fidious Craft . or over-bearinjg; Vehemence i 
'till unmoved by Compaffiort, unawed by 
Sovples, he ponijkiers Nothing as hurtful to 
another that promifeth Advantage to himfelf. 
And hence alfp, no footer do States and Kingi- 
doros begin,to fprm Projefis of extending their 
Fame, their Commerce, or their Conquefts; 
iio fooner do their Sovereigns affedl the Titles 
•pf Grand and Invincible; but the t^der Sen- 
timents of Humanity arc madp to giv.e Way> 
nay perfonal Safety and even true Policy are 
Sacrificed, to their ambitious and unbounded 
Defires. The Live?, not of Enemies pnly, 
but of Subjcdls, are eftiqwted folely accord- 
ing to their Subferviency to this favourite 
I^afljon : Whilfl: every Nfttion that prefumes 
to check their Prpgrefs, though in Its own 
juft Pefcnce, muft expeft to feel the keenefl: 
Refentment of Thofe, who have perfuaded 

them- 
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^emCelves, that Tbeyafe to be placed Alone in 
tbeEartbk 

What hath been here faid amounts to This j 
^Ail tb^t is in tbe World — All that Violence 
of Paflion whofe pernicious EfFedts we fee anci 
lament in xt^—Tbe Ltf/l of tbe Flejhy tbe Lufl 
of tbe RyeSf tind tbe Pride of Life^ is not of 
tbe Fatber, but is, of tbe World. It is not 
That reaforiable Love of Ourfelves or of our 
Country, which is agreeable to our Nature or 
implanted in us by Its Author, that produces 
Thofc Mifchitfs we are here confidering ; 
But it is That irregular, exceffive, indeed un-» 
natural, Kind of it, which, not content witl^ 
an equitable Share Ipf the Pleafurcs, the Prp-^ 
fits, or the Pre-eminences of our prefent State, 
wotdd if poiBble grafp and engrofs the Whole, 
^ Let no Man, then, let iib Community of 
Men, wben tempted to commit Wrong or 
Violence, fay, " J ah tempted of U o d : *' 
For God cannot be tempted tf Evil, neither 
tempietb He any Man : Bfit every Man is 
tempted, wben be is drawn away of bis own 
L^ft and enticedi Tben Lujlf when it batb cori^ 
eeived, bringetb fortb Sin ; and Sin, wben it if 
finijhed, bringetb fortb Deatb. 

A I Joh. U. 16. b Jain. I, T3~I5« 

X . Shpuld 
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Should it, after all, be here urged (and, ia an 
Age of Doubting, what will not be urged?) 
that as Infinite Knowledge could not but fore- 
fee, fo we might have expe<£ted from Infinite 
Goodnefs that It would have prevented, aH 
Thofe Exorijitances of Paffion which produce 
fb much Mifchicf among Men : Not to de- 
tain You- with any abftrufe Difquifitions, how 
far Divine Wifdom might, or might not, have 
prevented every Thing of this Kind, without 
admitting ibme greater Defe<% or Inconveni- 
ence in fome other Way : ( Difquifitlons, on 
this Occafion at leaft unfeafonable, perhaps 
on no Occafion to be refolved with Certainty, 
or even purfued with Innocence :) Let us fee. 
Whether the Difficulty before us may not be 
competently cleared up, by enquiring, as was 

propofcd, I 

. I 

^ n. secondly f Under wbofe Control^ and to. 
ipbat Ends, the Violence of human Paf- i 
fipn is permitted to produce Its Effedts. 

Of the various Hypothefes, that have, latefy 
been propofed, concerning the Defign o£ thft 
Book of y^. One (You know) reprefents the 
principal Scope of It. to have been the early 
Condeiniution of the ancient Notion of I'wo 
not only diftinft but independent Principles, the 

One 
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Ofte of Ooo3t the Oflicr of EvU. And, ftirely; 
whatever may be thought of the main t)efi^^ 
of the Book Itfelf, fuch a Notion could hi3ttd]y 
have teiftrt more emphiticill;^ diftouritenarfced 
thaii it tSei-if is : Where the ' Evil Being h iti-^ 
trodueed, fttll of fenvy agaihft tte Hdly M^, 
at ofice for his Vprightnefi and his Profperity, 
and eagerly bent aport pirtting m End to Both; 
yet taxable to rtiakfe \\i(tijin with bis Lips, 6x 
\<rithout Goii's i^ermiflion io touch the leaA 
l^ift of his Pofleffions. Whilff, oh theothe): 
Haiid, the Good Beings though lie authorizes 
the Adverfary for a 'f ime to exercife His 
faithful Servant with grievous Afilidtions ; at 
length brings Good out g/'This Evii, not only 
to .Others by exhibiting fo illuftrious an Ex- 
ample df Patience and Integrity, but to Joh 
himfelf by ^ hieing his latter End tmre than 
hk Beginning* 

Aadj if we cdnfider the fame envious Spirit 
M iXiiA working in the Children of Difoiediencei 
wc (hall find the fcM-egoing ReprefentatioM con- 
fbrihable to the whole Tenour of the f^t'ed 
Writings : Which have rendered our Sc&iti- 
meitt^ of God's Super-intending Providence, 
-with regard particularly to the JSwTr that ap- 
pear in the Moral World, more awful and 

a Job I. and II. b Job XLII. 

X 2 more 
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more worthy of His righteous Government, 
jthan had ever otherwife been conceived by 
Mankind. 

. Giye me Leave to illuftrate This Point by 
^n Inftance or Two. — Very unnatural was 
the Hatred of ^ the Sons of Jacob againft their 
innocent Brother Jofepb : Nor was the Cruel- 
ty much leflened on their Part, when They 
quitted their firft Scheme of Shedding his 
Blood for That of Selling him into Slavery. 
But, while the Envy and Malice were Their's, 
the Event was God's. And, when, by a 
wonderful Reverfe of their relpedlive For- 
tunes, Jofepb in his turn found Thefe his 
Brethren at his Mercy ; it was from a Strain, 
not of afFeded Tendernefs, but of rational 
Pietyi that He thus accofted them : ^ " God 
did fend me before Tou^ to preferve Life: It 
was not Tey tbatfent me bit her , but God. — 
^ As for Tou, Te thought Evil againji me ^ but 
God meant it unto Good. Thus again : E- 
qually undefcrved was the Violence of the 
Jews againft our BleiTed Lord, and carried 
to a yet greater Length by Them. And yet 
we ^re warranted in iayinjg^ that the Hand df 
God was in This TranfadtioA alfo : So far in 
it, as that neither His Judge nor His Mur- 

a Gen. XXXVII. b Ibid. XLV.^I. c Ibid. t.26. 

therers 
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Uierers could ^Mve bad any Power at' all a^, 
gainjl Him^ except it had been given them from 
ifbove. He mas indeed by their own volunta- 
ry A6t * taken^ and by their wicked Hands cru-^ 
cjfied andjlain : But He was firft delivereid in- 
to Thofe Hands by the determinate Counfel and 
Foreknowledge of God ; A^d, whilft *^ both 
Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles 
and People of Ifrael ii^ere gathered together 
^gainji Hi^ holy Child Jesus ; They wene in 
fafl: ex^cutiijg, though quite befides th^ir 
own Intention, what His Hand and His Counr 
fel had, with a far more gracious Purpofe, 
determined before to be done.~Thc fanje is ob? 
fervable, more diredly to the Point before 
us, in regard to the Sufferings of Kingdoms 
from oppreffive and cruel Enemies : Which 
latter are conftantly reprefented as Execut 
tioners of the Alnaighty's Orders ; tQ be re- 
ftrained or employed, and afterwa,rds them- 
felves punifhed, according to His good Plear 
fure. Paflionately defirous as ^Balaam was of 
the Wages of Unrighteoufnefs, and eager to 
earn them by Curfing Ifrael ; He was too ex- 
perienced to imagine he could go beyond the 
Word of the Lord, to do lefs or more : And 
5vhen, notwithftanding This, he was wicked 

a Joh. XIX. II. b Adls II. 23. c Il?ld. V. 27, 28, 
(^ Numb. XXIJ. &c. 

enough 
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enough to make repeated Experiments ; ttf 
the iptexprefTible Diiappointment of a Prince, 
who would have amply rewarded him, he 
found himfelf under a Neceffity of declaring; 
** Surefyy there is no Enchantment againji Ja- 
cob, neither is there any Jpivinatwn agoing 
Ifrael." Not fo, when God's Government 
called for a different Proceeding, Then, He 
gave Jacob /^r a Spot/, and Ifrael to the RoIh 
hers : He tnen withdrew His Protedtion, and 
left them to the Avarice, the Malice, or the 
Revenge of their Enemies-: in the Prophe- 
tick Language, * caliing a npvenous Bird out 
of the Eajiy and him that was to execute His 
Counfel from a far Country \ ufing the ^j^ 
r,ian in particular for the Rod cf Ws Anger^ 
and grving him ^ Charge againft the People of 
His Wrath ; to take the Spoil, and to t-ake tie 
Prey, and to tread them down as the Mire in 
the Streets. Howbeit^ he meaneth not Jo, nei-- 
ther doth his Heart think fo : Little is he a-r 
ware whofe Work he is doing, while he is 
following the Impulfe of his own furious 
Paffions ; and while it is in his Heart only to 
dejlroy and cut off Nations not a Few. 

Fr^m the foregoing Examples, i6 which 
many more might be added, we learn, that 
wicked Men and wicked Princes are really 

a Ifai. XLVI. II. and X. 5, 6, 7. 

Inftrur 
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Inftruments of God's Governing Providence. 
Not that He makes them cruel, or neeJs their 
Cruelties.. He could Do Uisjirange Work ot 
Vengeance by favage Creatures of other 
K.indis : But, as there are not wanting in hu- 
man Shape fuch as are always ready with His 
Permiffion to \indertake it; He fometimes 
thinks fit to allow them an Employment fuit- 
ed to Their Inclinations, and in which He 
has a Right to make Ufe of them : Thus, 
though they vfill not be obedient^ rendering 
them fubfervientj to His Will ; and even^ 
while They imagine themfelves to be carry- 
ing^ ibnue favourite Point of their Ambition 
or Revenge, in fa<ft conducing their Opera- 
tions to the Accompliftiment of His own wife 
and great and good Defigns. 

** What Thofe Defigns may be^^ is a Branch 
of This Enquiry, which muft, in particular 
Inftancesy be entered upon -with Modejfiy, 
and refolved with Caution : Becaufe the Rea-; 
foi^ of God's Proceedings muft, oftentink« 
at leaft, lie far beyond the Reach of our Pe- 
netration, In oxxt general Enquiries, how- 
ever, we may proceed with more Safety ; 
taking the fame lively Oracles, which have 
hitherto directed us, for our farther Guides. 
And, as Thefe have enabled us to clear the . 
Almighty from the Imputation of being the 

Author 
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Author of Man's Violence, while they have 
taught us to confidcr Him as the conftant 
Controller and fuprenie Direftor of all its 
EfFedts ; (o will they juftify us in afligning 
ibnie of the chief Purpofesy for which He 
frequently permits it to prevail in the World. 
And here, it muft be obferved, that the 
facred Writings often refer us to G o dV awn 
Glory, as His principal End \n the Difpenfa- 
tion before us. By which, however, cannot 
be meant any real Acceffion to His EiTential 
, Glory i the tranfcendent Excellency oif which 
muft ever be incapable of Augmentation ; but 
only the Manifeftation of His glorious Per- 
fedtions to fuch of His Creatures, as He hath 
enabled to contemplate and adore themt And 
thus, I conceive, we are to underftand what 
hfe faid unto Pharaoh. ^ In very Deed for 
Jhis Cau/e have Iraifed Thee upy for tojhew in 
Thee niy Power ^ and that my Name might be 
declared throughout all the Earth, ^ Pharaoh' % 
!Heart would probably have been no better 
difppfed in a lower Station, though perhaps 
not fo thoroughly hardened had he been fooh- 
er cut off. But then, neither could his Op- 
preflion of God's People have been fo exten* 
five in a narro\yer Sphere, nor his Oppofi- 
tion to God's Authority fo notorious under 

a Exod. IX. 1 6 an4 Rom. IX. 17. 
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fewer Plagues ; neither would the Almighty 
have gotten Himfelf^ fo much Honour in the 
Sight of all Nations by his qnparaljeled Over- 
throw, ' had not his Life been for fpjne Time 
continued under fuch Corre6}ions aa, when 
long repeated, ftill njorc and more harden 
Thofe HeartSy which they cannot peiietrate. 
And (without multiplying Inilanpes to the 
fame Purpofe) how greatly muft fuch a Vipw 
of Gop's Government enlarge and exalt pur 
Sentiments of His Power, Majefty, and ex- 
cellent Greatnefs ! Whom all Nature obeys ! 
Who not onlyjiilleth fhe Racing of the Sea and 
the Noife of Its Waves, but fettetb Bounds to 
the Fury of the Eneny and the Avenger ! Nay, 
Who caij let loofe all Thefe, ftill direfting 
their Aftivity tp the Advancement of His 
pwn Honour, and making even the Fiercenefs 
of Man to turn to his Praife. ~ Happy will it 
be for Us, if His late Chaftifements, inflid:- 
pd by the Hands of our encroaching Neigh- 
bours, ihall efFedtually engage us tp give That 
Glory fo Him by a willing Obedience, which 
He will be fure to recpivje from us and all 
Mankind, fqpner pr later, whether we will 
or not. 

For, a Farther declared Purpofe of the 
Piipenfation we are confidering, (rather in- 
deed comprehended uncjer the former, than 

> really 
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really fcparate from it,) is the Trial and Im- 
provement, or at leaft the Prefervation^ of 
^heir Virtue and Obedience, whom Qod v^ 
pleaftd to exereife thereby. That Oppreffi^i- 
and Violence are often permitted to take 
?lacq, by Way of falutary Difcipline to In- 
dividuals, the infpired Writings will not fuf- 
fer us to doubt : And we have the fame Au- 
thority for believing, that whole Countries 
ffe fometimes given up to the Ravages of 
pther Countries with the like View. — The 
fan>e Holy Army whicl? drove out fo many of 
the idolatrous Nations of Candufty could afr 
eafily have extirpated them all, and given 
His chofen People the uninterrupted ,Pofl&f- 
fion of That whole Land. Or, Thrir Al- 
mighty Prote<9x)r could have granted fhein 
the fame Security from foreign Invs^cm^ at 
all Times of the Year, which He enc<mraged 
them to rely upon at * three furtkular Seafam 
of it. But either oi thefe Exemptions from 
preftnt Danger would probably foon have ex- 
pofed them to Confequences ftill more dan- 
gerous. A Kemnafit therefore of the Canaan^ 
ites was left unfubdued by them ^ "• te iefor 
Scourges in their Sides, and T'homs in their 
Eyes : Whilft, for die Exereife of their Yi- 
gilance, and Correftion of their occafional 

a Exod. XXXIV. 23, 24. b Jofli. XXI IT. 13. 
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Deriatioas from God's Law, They were ex* 
pofed alfo to the incuriions of more diftant 
Plunderers. So that, throughout their Hif*» 
tory, we may obferve them, by Turns, Dif* 
obeying their Ahnighty Governour, and De-- 
liverod by Him into the Hands of their Ene- 
mies ; then Brought back by their Diftreflear 
to a Scnfe of their Duty, and Received intof 
His Favour, with Its Confequents, Peace and 
Profperity ; and even, after having again and 
again perverted Thcfc Bleffings into Occa- 
fions of Wantonness and Rebellion againft 
Him, as often Recalled to their Allegiance 
by the fame Courfe of Chaftenings, before 
they were finally abandoned by Him. 

But abandoned at laft even They were, for 
their incorrigible Perverfenefs, to the Fury 
of the Roman Legiow*, and became a melan- 
choly Inilance of One Purpofe of Divine Pro- 
vidence that yet remains to be here mention-* 
ed (co-incident ftill with That of God's G/^- 
ryj ta which the unbridled Paflions of Men 
are fometimes permitted to be fiabferyient : 
Namely, that of Taking exemplary Ven- 
geance upon enormous Sinners, and utterly 
Deftroying fiach as have filled up f&e Meafure 
of their Iniquity, We may on good Ground* 
prefume, that fingle OfTenders are in many 
Inftances thus punifhed by the Violence of 

others. 
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others. But the Prcfumption is much ftrong- 
cr in the Cafe of finful Communities, asfucbi 
upon Grounds that have been fb often ex* 
plained, as to leave me no Occaiion for any 
Enlargement on them. And little need I 
multiply Examples to the fame Purpbfe, 
whilft the ftill vifiblc Fate of the Jews, of 
which I have juft been reminding You, con- 
tinues at This Day to convey to every Na- 
tion under Heaven That awful Warning: 
** If Gop Jpared not His cbofen People, ^ake 
Heed, left He alfofpare not tbeer 

In what various Ways the Almighty may 
enable one Wicked Nation to opprefs, harafs, 
and ruin Another^ it is impoffible for us to 
fay, and needlefs to enquire. But there can 
be no Difficulty in accounting for the Thing 
itfelfr In Truth, a People impious in their 
Principles jind debauched in their Morals 
muft, ajmoft of Cpurft, fall an eafy Prey to 
the firft Affailant. They not oply renounce 
God's Protedlion and provoke His Refent-r 
ment, but naturally difqualify themfelves for 
any manly Effort againft real or even imagi-r 
nary Terrours. Their Counfels will be flow, 
diftraSed, irrefolute ; and probably no foon- 
er determined than betrayed : Or, inftead of 
that Vigour in the Execution which Succcfs 
ordinarily requires, with trembling Hands 

and 
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and Hearts failings They will turn themfehes 
hack in the Day of Battle^ and twtnflee when 
None furfueth. Their Advcrfarics will find 
fuch a People ready vanquifhed to their 
Hands : No uncommon Share of Policy, or 
Courage^ or Strength heed be communicated 
to them, in order to their fubduing a Set of 
Men that have made themfelves ripe for Sla- 
very; and are become Vejfels of Wrath fitted 
for DeftruSiion. 

May the Cafe, here only fuppofed, never 
be our own I And that it never may, at 
leaft by any Fault or Mifcondudl on our 
Part, let us now gp on to enquire, as was 
propofed, 

IIL thirdly, to what Ufes the Confidera- 
tions already offered may be fcafonabjy 
applied on the prefent Occafion, 

The great Dodtrine, which I have thus far 
been illuftrating, is That of a Divine Super-- 
intendence over the Proceedings both of fingle 
Perfons and publick Communities, more elpe- 
cially in Times of War : Such a Super-in- 
tendence, as, though It always difapproves 
the "Principle from which Rapine or Cruelty 
proceeds, yet often permits the ASls to take 
Place, and for a Time to prevail : Such a 
Super-intendence, however, as retains the 

Power 
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Power of decking Thaf Prmciple/ mA can^ 
troUif^ Tbofe Ads^ at Fleftfure ^ and, wbese 
It allows them the largeft Scop*, ftill dinih 
their Operations to the Accotnpli^ment of 
the Wifeft Ends : Pfcrtkularlj, the ManiftA 
tation of God's Gk>rf, the Exercifng of a 
carelefs or Chaftifement of a ffoward^ Pcopfc, 
aud the final Extirpation of Thofe that mil 
not have Him to reign over them. 

Now the foregoing Account of Goo's Pro*- 
videncc, like ' the Pillar of Fire in the Paf- 
fagC through the Red-Sea, whitft in the NigBt 
of Afflidtion it is a Cloud and Dor knefs to His 
Enemies, 'gives Light and Confolation to 
Thofe, who are (o wife as to put tliemfclves 
under His Guidance and Protedtion. And 
accordingly, I would beg Leave, as briefly as 
I well can, to apply the Dodt^ine before us 
to the Ufes oi Admonition^ oi^mforty and of 
"Exhortation : Of Admonition, to the Unthink- 
ing i of Comfort, to th& Penitent i of Exhor- 
tation, to All. 

And F/Vy?, Let the carelefs and unthink- 
ing be Admonijhed by oar late Misfortunes and 
our prefent Dangers, to confider their Ways-, 
in order to difcover, as far as we may rcafon- 
ably prefume to difcover. Why the great Go- 

a £zod. XIV. 20. 
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vernour of the Ufiiverie hath thought fit thu$ 
to mortify^ and i3»ti thinks fpi t^u^ to th/eat« 
tUi us* 

Self-Examinatioi^ 'whf^htxPerfifHd(xNa^ 
tht$aJf is a Work pccuKarly feafonable m 
Times of Suffering : And yet a Work, to- 
wards which Thofc have generally the Icaft 
Inclination^ who have the greateft Occafioa 
for it : • / bmrkened and beard, fittth the Pro- 
phet Jtremah at a like Seafon, but "Tbeyfpah 
not aright I No Man repented bim of his Wic* 
kedmfs^ fayingy ** What have I don? ?" Ewr 
ry me turned to his Courfe, m the Horfe rujb^ 
etb into the Battle. Ewn the Stork in th€ 
Heaven knowttb his anointed Times ^ and the 
turtle and the Crane and the Swailaw ^hferve 
the Time of their Coming j but my People know 
not the Judgment of the Lord* A dangerous 
Symptom Thi* ; and utterly unworthy of 
iiich CreatureS) t^ ought to be nt^ifer than the 
Fowls of Heaven. For, thou^ it would be 
f«fum:ptuow an^ nndiaritable, merefy from 
the Sig^t of uncomipon perlbnal AiHiiaions 
or even National Calftmities, to condemn the 
Sujffcfers as being. Sinners above All others.; 
Y^t finely,, in either Gafe, it muft. become 
tbe Sufferers themfelves to look up to the Au- 

a j6r.VIII.6^7 
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thor^ and to lay to Heart the Occafion and 
End, of fuch Difpenfations^ Though other 
Men's Calamities may not always excufe us 
in condemning them \ Yet our own Calami* 
ties will always juftify us in judging Qur^ 
fehes. 

In which importaht Work, howfcver, it 
will not be expefted, that our Civil or Mili- 
tary State, our Landed or Commercial Inte^ 
refts, our Foreign or Dom^ick TranfadtionSi 
fhould be taken into Examination in This^-^ 
cred Place. Such Enquiries belong to another 
Confideration ; to which (I am fure) it is as 
niuch my Inclination as it is my Duty to re* 
fer them. And, as to our Moral and Reli- 
gious Condition ; though Refleftions of That 
Nature more properly fall within the Bufi- 
hcfs of Tits Day; yet, I hope. You will the 
rither excufe me at prefent from attempting^ 
the difagteeable Operation of laying open the 
Wounds and Bruifes and too general Unfound^ 
nefs of our Country in Thefe refp^ds > be«* 
dufe This hath often, on like OccaiionSi 
been performed by more ikilful Hands. Let 
me only be permitted to fuggeft, that if the 
Situation of Publick AiFairs fhoidd feenii con- 
tinually growing more and more critical and 
dangerous : If fome important FoiTeflions of 

the 
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the' Brit^b Crown^ tvOn by the Bnvety^ na^ 

pvrdha^ with the Hbod, of cor i^enbwneid 

Country^mrit) imvt ktdy been^ in a Maikner 

idiiiti^^e enough, torn from us : If our vahia^ 

bib Ct>16nk8 hiv^ greatly iufiered, and Ml 

bontinue esrpbfcd to yet farther SuifeiiAg; 

fnam th« IncuT(ions> die Ravages, the favag6 

Cruelties, of our inveterate Etiemies : If our 

Counfels at home havt bt6n dlfunited and 

difconcerted, to the unhappy Lofi of irreco^ 

Ytrable Opportunities ; 'whM our Enterpri^ 

2es abroad have been generally unfucce&Aii s 

If, in Confequence of all This, our Laws and 

Government with Difficulty maintain Their 

wonted Reputation in other Countries, and 

are daily infulted by the loweft of the Ptople 

in our own ; Surely it muft bt high Time to 

relied. Whether We are not Exemplifying 

That Handing Rule of God's Proceedings,—* 

'* ' Thty, that d^ifi Ms, /b4ll be lightly e^ 

We find it recorded in the "Jeuoifh Hiftory^ 
That ^ the Anger dfthe Lord was hot dgaitift 
Ifrael, and He delwtred tbem^nto the Uandi (f 
Spoilers that fpoiled them ;— »S^ that 7iey couH 
not an^ tongerfidnd before their Enemies. The 
facred Hiilorian has tiot, indeed, thouj^ht fit 

a 1 Sam. It. 30. b judg. IL 13^ 14. 
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pxccifely to mark out the Hime of This their 
jdiftrefled Condition : But He has taken Car^ 
in the Words immediately prcceeding, fully 
to explain the Caufe of it. l^bey hadforfaken 
Je HOVA H> and ferved Baal and Aftaroth. 
" How We ftand, as to the former Part of 
This Charge^ particularly in relation to the 
peculiar Objed oi Chriftian Worfhip/V is an 
ialarming Thought : And, in reference to the 
latter i with which perhaps we may think 
curfelves wholly unconcerned ; it fhould ()e 
rerifiembered, that ferving Baal and AJiaroth 
is by no means the only Species of Idolatry 
or Apoftafy, hy which we may become Tranf- 
gteffors. They, whofe God is their Belly f or 
(which h the fame Thing) who are Lovers of 
Pleafure more than Lovers of God : They, 
who make Gold their Hope^ or fay unt6 fine 
Gold, *• Thou art our Confidence /' They, ia 
Aort, who, take not God for their Strength, 
but put their chief Trufi in Many or any crea- 
ted Being : All Thdle & their Hearts depart 
or apoftatize /rt?/« the Lord 5 and may oit 
That Account juftly look for the Inflkftidns of 
His fore Difpleafure. 

But thel-e is the lefi Occafion ta enter up^ 
on any formal Proof of onv prevailing Depra- 
vity in Thefe or any otlicr kefpei^s ; becaufe 

This 
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^FhisJe a TQpick,.uphh whichi fo long us we 
ketp.to geftercd Complaints, v^ feem well e^^ 
noiigh iagreed. I am afraid, however/ fuch 
Agreefment will ao longer continue* when' w* 
^temAxo^vooxtpiirjicular Eniquii'y> <f Upon 
wbm the Blame fliould principally fall/' or 
•' Wiere the AmeuKjn?ent is ;iii&ft./wahti?ds" 
If (for iriftancc) we talk with the lowjOf 
Ranks of Mcn^ we fhaU probably find ThefQ 
^wben.tb^ 4ire hungry ^nd ftetfuk as ready, 
as the Prophet tells us He.fbund them in Jiii 
Time, to curfe tA^ir King if. ndt their. GoD^i 
anJj forgetful of every Thing amifs. in theis 
own Way of Livirig, to look upwai^d to tjieir. 
Rulers, as the folp Caufe of their Piilr^^ 
and the Authors of all their Grievances : 
While Thofe Ruler s^ in Their Turn^ unmpf 
ved by fuch Complaints tp eXftmjne their owor 
Conduct, (hall tpQ.Qften content themfelves^ 
with faying, ^\ ^ This People^ who know not the^ 
LmVf are turfedC' Thus agdn : Too niat^yi 
aihoQg Ourfdves feem |o think we. haye ful^^ 
ly fatisfied the:E)fmands of our facr^d Fiia- 
flion, when. w^. have '^Jhewed thi P^cpU Jt^eir, 
^ranfgreffion an4 , the Hot^e of Jacob their. 

Sins ^ witb:arl$j»^U which ^^ ,^4^ ^^£^7; 
commendable^ wh^re unifgrmly^ ^:yer(ed;^ aA<( 

A Ifal. VIII. zu b JohnVni4g. c Ifai LViJI. I. 
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by fuch as fhew tfaemiekes ttiblameaUe £iy- 
fomples as weU as unJpartK^ Mcmitoi^ ; but 
which mttft loie much of its Propriety and 
Efficacy in Any, who are vifibly Partakers m 
^tber Metis SifU^ while Tfa^ ay idtrnd againft 
diem : On the contrary, we find ^me (who 
may be well-meaning, but whom we muft 
have Leave to think unreaibnabte^' Men,) 
charging a great Part of the Irrdifftm cf the 
Age upon the Clergy i and even Thofe, who^ 
if not by litlnioralities of other Kinds, yet bjr 
iU^grounded Inve^ves againft the Conftita- 
tions of our Church, aild unmerited Slanders 
of the Body of Her Minifters^ hwe perhaps 
moft df All contributed towards lefiening the 
Influence of their Paftoral Labours, fliall in 
Time of Danger be moft earnteil in calling for 
the Exertion of their Influence, and leafl can^ 
did in their Cenfures of any fuppofed N^e^ 
on their Parts. The like Self ^Partiality 
might, I fear, be obferved in moft other ^ 
ftances. -- But, in the mean while, 7%rV, 
fttt'dy, is a Seafbn, not for mutual Reproach* 
es, but for Univerfal Amen^nent. God batb 
given no Man Licence to Jin i nor will He dif^ 
^h& with any Order of Men fbr the ViOia^ 
fioh of His Laws: And, ^ifytt^meiit inu/^ 

\'^ begin 
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^nd ^ ^ All others that abey mt His Gof^ 
^1/?-^ Inftead of lofiog Time, therefore, i^ 
df batiqg. Who fliould be firft \n ^tting for^ 
ward a Work, which A}1 own to be necefla-r 
ry, let AU cheerfully give their beft Affift* 
gnce towards It« And^ let Us of H'bis Place 
(though I an) perfuaded, as free itofa th(t 
Contagion as any Part of the Kingdom) be a^ 
£xen)plary on the prc^fent OccaQoa as We 
vfuatty are on others ; * Leakmg 4iHsentfyg 
lefi any Man faU of the Grace of Gon j lefii 
any lisM ^ Bitterniefsf^in^ng up troubk us^ 
ani thereby Mawfi be ^filed. 

Nettiwr let our £ndeayours be ilackeped 
fronii a vain TmH in the Goodnefe of our 
Caufef the Purity of our Eeligtoii, the £x-» 
cellency of our Civil Conftitution» or evei» 
(fiippofing Th^t cotdd be proved as eafdy as 
the foregoing) the equal if not gpreaterlrnmo- 
rality and Impiety c^our preient Adveriaries^ 
The Religious InftituiioASj gnd even the Ci-* 
vil Polity^ of the "Jsws came immediately 
£?om God : neitber bad He dealt fo 'apitb any 
oljaer Nation. Yet my Text may inform us, 
that for tbmr Sins God bad given, them up to 
the Depredations and Ravages of Nations, in 

aHcfc. xin.ic. 
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this Inftaiice at leafl more injurious, and in 
many rcfpedts probably not lefs wicked than 
themfelves. And, how weak a Protedtion the 
Purity of a Church is againft the Impurity of 
her Members, We hfiay learn from the State 
of Chriftianity for fome Ages now paft, in 
Thofc very Countries, where It made Its firft 
Appearance, and where for fome Time after 
It moft flourished. The Truth is, the Juft- 
i^efs of their Caufe mufl: at all Times be a 
moft encouraging Coniideratioil to a Virtuous 
afid ReKgious Community engaged in the De- 
fence of it But the Purity of a National Re- 
ligion, and the Excellency of a National Gro- 
vernment, are really Aggravations of Any Peo- 
ple- s Guilt, who, by neglecting or abufing 
thefe Privileges, have rendered themfelves un- 
worthy of their Continuance. And, how lit- 
tle Room We have to boaft, how much to 
dread, on This Account, muft pow be left 
to every one's ferious Corifideration : It being 
high Tinie that I Ihould proceed. 

Secondly^ To remind V^ou of the Comfort 
arifing to fincere Penitents^ in periUous Con- 
jun<flures, from the Dodrine of God's Gor 
vefnment over, not only every Part of the 
material World, but alfo the unruly Wills of 
finful Men, and even the dcftrudtive Scheme? 
of unjuft Nations. This 
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This is indeed a Contemplation, which the 
Bcft of Men muft often want, and which 
may always to Such be a prefent Reniedy a- 
gainfl Dejedtion and Defpondency of Mind^ 
More particularly, w&en we hear ^ Wars and 
Humours of Wars ^ well might our Hearts he 
terrified^ were this Progrefs and the Iffue fole- 
ly left to the Dipofal of blind CfaaHqe or in- 
exorable Deftiny, efpecially wei;e we to fall 
into the Hands of Men only : Men chafed by 
Opposition, breathing Revenge and Slaughter^ 
and whofe tender Mercies are cruel. But, if 
thefe Men are Themfelves inthe Hand of 
God, whofe Diipleafure alone gives theni 
Power to hurt us ; We may- always be fure 
of di&nning Them, if we wilji but remove 
His Difpleafure by removing the Caufe of It, 
our own Sins. If wicked Men, and oppref- 
five Nations be Scourges only to be imploycd " 
or laid afide by the Governour of the Uni- 
verfe, when and where He pieafeth; Wc 
peed no longer be afraid of the Rod, than we 
pcgleft by a real Reformation to appeafe the 
Wrath, 2sA jl(fy the H^nd^, of Him that 
holds It 

Could we then once fee fuch ^, gcnieral A- 
mendment, what Security might We not pro- 
mife ourfelves from the Attempts of our Ene- 
mies; 
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miei ; what Siicce& to the Couniels and the 
Arms of our Sovereign I -^ And, may we not 
entertain fi>me pleafing Hopes, at kaft from 
the Rjfifig Generation? This is neither % 
Place nor 9 Seafon for Flattery. Butj^ I truftt 
there are not wanting Many amiabk Patterns 
of Virtue and Piety (though, bow mat^Jbever 
%bey bet ^ Lord our Gop add unto thew 
Numbers IJ ^mon% Pcrfons of fuperiour For- 
tune and Rank in the Kingdom i of whom 
ieveral lately were, «Qd (indulge nc^ if I add) 
ioTiii^ yet continue to be, the Ornament and 
Soaft of This anient Seat of Learning; 
Whofe CanMest when '^/ on C^ndlffticku 
may iHU give I^igbt to All that are in tbt 
Hotffe: I n^an, whofe ihiaing ]|Sxam|iles^ 
when advanced to Thpife ^ninent $talioAS| 
which Tliey are preparing themfeives to fi^, 
*n(iay diffufe tbeif benign Influence into fh? 
remoteft Comers of the Land, and be the 
bleiled Inftruqients of Providence for recover^ 
ing Its Virtue, and lengthening Its Tranfuitii^ 
ty^ through Ages yet to come. — Only let mo 
prefume at the fame Time to exprefs my af* 
fedtioqate Wiflies, that Thefe our Qrowin^ 
Hopes, our Crown of Rejoicings wbilft Thejr 
refolutety % from the Enchantments of for« 

a Matt.V. 15. 
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bidden P^tafure tnd the Poifen of Infidelity, 
ir«y ^fo beware of being carried away witk 
the fpeciQus Appearai«:e of dherfe andjhran^^ 
JOh^in^^ Of with th^ eonfident Revival of 
f^EplQfkd Erraur$9 or with the dai^gerpus Af-« 
fQ<£lftii«n o£ uneomnaanded Aufterities, May 
They ever happily cwHrme in tbofi I'bings 
1»hick ^b^ have hard and been affured off 
fleadily purfuiag the plain Path of God's Com^ 
mandmentSi and iipmoveably adhering to the 
Comoiunion of His Church into which They 
were B^tized: Which, if not ablblutely in^ 
capably of Improvement, (as what indee4 
fau be fo that hath any Thing buakm in it ? ) 
19 yet, through the Grace of Gon aecooi^ 
panytng Her Qrdii^nces, and helping our 
Infinnities, fufficiently perfe<ft for the Pur^. 
pojfes of Holinefs here and Happincfs hereaf-^ 
ter i and which, therefore, Her Sons, when 
at any Time tempted to forfake Her, either 
hy the OflFer of more Infallibh Guidance on 
one Hand, or by the Pretence of ftriftcr P«- 
rity on the other, may juftly addrefs, in the 
Words of the Difciple to our Lord Him- 
self, • '^ Ta whom fiaU. we go? thou haji the 
Words of Eternal Life:' 

In a Word : Corrupt as We of This Na- 
tion confe^edly are, iand diicouraging as our 

a John VI. 68. 

JProfpeds 
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Pf ofpefks may on that Account appear ; the 
Faithful (I truft) (^re not io failed from among 
us, but thaty by thejr united Endeavours and 
powerful Interceflions/ God may yet ie «i- 
treatedfor the Land; may bide our King and 
our Church from the Gathering together of 
the Frowardi and may, in His own good 
Time, grant unto His People the BleJJing of 
Peace. In the mean lyhile, to juftify fuch 
Expectations, 

Lajify, From the foregoing Doctrine, con- 
fidered jointly with our paft Mifcarriages and 
our prefent Fearg, let us All be Exhorted to 
fee and adore the tipUfted Hand of Almighty 
God j to bear the Rod, and with Humility 
and even Thankfulnefs turn to Him that fmi-- 
teth Us. 

« Whether Thofe Natiqnal Difappoint- 
ments or Loflcs, which I need not here fpe- 
cify, may be really intended as gracious Cor-r 
revives and Warnings to us, or as Preludes 
to our Deftruftion .; " G o p only knows. 
Gladly would I hope, that the interefting 
Event may yet depend upon our own prefent 
Refolutions and our future Conduift. Certain 
it is, that we have needed, and ftill need, all 
the Inftruftion, that fuch Difpenfatipns are 
fitted to convey to us. The Dangers, if not 
Diftreffes, of which wc are daily complain- 
ing. 
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ing, with Difficulty prevail upon us to tiini 
uifon God, or to part with any of our expen- 
iive Amufements, 6r even to unite in tht Ufe 
of Means for our Prefervation. Had we then 
hitherto enjoyed-Reft on every Sidcy or had we 
been generally fuccefsful in all our Enter- 
prizes ; I will not fay, whether we might 
not have been, if p6ffible, more unmindful 
of our gracious Protecftor, and more wanton 
or even ferutifh in our Gratifications, than we 
have yet been. Nay, had we even now no 
foreign Enemy to employ our contentious 
Humours, I know not, whether we might 
not with ftill greater Fiercenefs* bite and de^ 
V9ur one another^ and yet iboner be confumed 
one of another. 

May we, however, from henceforward 
grow wifcr and better ly the Tubings *wbicb we 
haivefuffered / We have, I hope, been ma- 
king our Peace nvitb God : Let us next be at 
Peace among Ourfelves. Let us not difdain to 
learn from our very Enemies, or to borrow 
fome of Their Reverence for Authority and 
AfFeftion for their Monarch, fome of their 
. Love of their Country and Veneration for Its 
Eilablifhed Religion ; in all which refpedts, 
our Affairs might pot perhaps be hurt by our 
JBmulating Their Attachment, how little 

a Gal. V. 15, 

Caufe 
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Cauie foever w« may Wo to e<^ tliem th« 
refpeftive Obje€l$ oif it, And| by Way of 
|letuni» let us f^nd tbem backi 6r at leail 
let us b^ih from amoi^g our^lyes. That 
Fondnefs for Diverfions, That l^tt?cury aQ4 
ExtravagaacQi by means whereof They davo 
^ long already beea enfeebUng and kipove* 
fiihiAg, that They have at length wcU^nigh 
^nilaved and deftroyed^ us. Could we but be 
f^rfuad^d in good Earned tp iacrifice our 
softly FoUieSn our enervating InduJgenceSji 
our h^Hou^ Viges^ and our i^U moft treiaen-^ 
dous {mpieties ; a^d all Thist not for a Day 
onIy» ^hich will little avail us ; but £> as to 
make a laftiiig Change in pw Teaipers and 
our Manners : Could we generally reeovei 
^hat ^date^ n^^aly^ virt!rau5» aii4 r^gipus 
T^m of Miad> fpr which our Anceftors were 
once faiiKe4jt and by which (un4er Gqb) 
Th^ were einab)e4 not ^nly to cany Terrour 
into Thofc Cpuntrie^ but tQ bring baek Tri-- 
umph. from Thofc Adveriari«s, whom we 
have fincc taught to view us in a Li^t lefs 
formidable : We might ftill humbly hope, 
that God will yet awake for us^ and make the 
Habitation of our Migbteoufnefs profj^erous: 
Since He hath, in very coniprehenfive Terms, 
Himfelf declared (and, I truft,. we have aol 
yet excluded ourfelves from the Benefit of 

the 
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the eiicdiiragiAg t)ed6]:ktion) ^^ ^At n»haii lit^ 

teming a Pt^ple^ t$ pkck up^ and Hpull ^rtM^ 
and to deftrty it t ^ I'bat Nation^ ^*il\JI 
iobam I haw pronwnced^ turn from Their IS^ 
^i Ins>Ul repent if the Evil^ that I thought 
to Do unti Them:' 

U^berifore Uft np the Hands that hang douoni 
and the feeble Knees. There is^ no doubt/ ft 
^eat Ded of Evil^ Natural aftd Moral, iii. 
This our World. Let it, however^ be fe^ 
membered^ to the unipeaklble Comfort of 
Good Men, that the Effefts of Both are xaxi^ 
der the perpetual Controll and Diredlion of 
infinite Power^ Wifdom and Goodnefs. If 
the Waves tfthe Sea are mighty and rage hor-- 
ribly ; yet the Lord, who dweiteth on high, is 
mightier. Should the Kings of the Earth 
Jtand upf and the Rulers take Counfel together^ 
againji the Reformed Religion, and the Le*^ 
gal Government, of our Country; £&, thai 
ftteth in the Heavens, can with a Looi trou*^ 
hie their Hojis, and blaft their Defigns ; and 
will, if we fecure His Friendfhip, either r^- 
Jirain the Remainder of their Wraths or even 
make it work together to n^for Good. Or — - 
ihould the Ends of Mis righteous Govern- 
ment call for fome more lafting Calamity up-- 

on 
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on a devoted People ! yet, if our own H^d^s 
pleqfe Ifim, we fhall, in all Events, fopn be 
removed into that Land of Reft and Peace ^ 
' where the Wicked ceq/e from troubling^ and 
where we Jball no more bear the Voice, of the 
OppreJJpr : And fhall, through the Merits of 
our Redeemer, have our perfeB Conjummatioh 
and Bli/s, both in Body and Soul, in His EUr^ 
Hal Glory ; when our ^ laj Enemy Jhall be de^ 
Jlroyedy and Death fhall be fwallowed up id 
Vietory. 

a Job III. 17, i8. b I Cor. XV\ 26, $4. 
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IlTake the Opportunity here given me by 
a vacant Page or two, to add a few 
Words oh a Point of fome Moment, whicti 
could only be touched upon at Pag. 340, of 
the foregoing Sermon. 

For fome Years paft I have with.GJoncerii 
otferved it tnjinuated, that the Cler^ fubfcribe 
to Articles 'Which They do not believd But 
^his has lately been affcrted in very plain and 
diredt Terms by a Gentleman, who calls him- 
felf Britannicusy in what he is pleafed to en- 
title Friendly Admonitions to the Inhabitants of 
great Britain in general, and to the Clergy of 

the 
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the Cburcb of England in particular. In l^iis 
Addrefs to the Latter, He tells them, (P^g* 
34.) he can't help obferving, that a great 
Part of the Ir religion and Infidelity of the Age 
we live in is chargeable upon them : That they 
fclemnly fubfcrihe Articles, which it is. notorious 
they do not believe &cc. that the Articles ofR^ 
ligion, to which xhcy fubfcribe are Calvinifiic.i 
whereas, it will not be denied, that the Gene^ 
rality of them, have embraced the Unitarkh 
and Arminian Schemes. Ibid. In (hort (I^ag. 
37.) that they fubfcribe j^r tides, which it is 
certain, many of the wifefi and be/lof them da 
not believe :. With moire in the . ikme Strain^ 
Thefc are Charges of a very high Nature 
againft a Body of Men, whoffe Ufefulnefs to 
<Jthers and Comfort in their bvirri Minds muft 
greatly depend lipbn their ; Reputation for 
Godly Sincerity. .And, whether the Author 
Was aware of it or not. He muft, I preiume,, 
involve the Teachers of every DenominaticJtt 
in the fame Aecufation ; the ^Law. not ma- 
king, as far as I can find, any Diftinftion i^ 
relation to the Subfcription required of Alii 
Teachers to the Doctrinal Articles here meant; 
And if the wifefi and befi of All: Thefe c^xk 
allow themfelves in fuch Prevarication as 
himfelf has here but too juftly defcrihcd, 
what Profligates the reft muft be, he may 

leave 
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IcdvQ to any of his Reiadersi Ho^Arever^ left 
fiich AiTerdons fhould gain Gradit for Wtol 
6f being taken Notice of| it is 'defired, that 
the following Particidars may be cdnfidertd 
by equitable and ferious Men« 

I. It had orer and over beeli proved^ dial 
die 39 Articles are far from being fo iHtr-^ 
minatify Cnhiniftkuf but that they ihay bi^ 
fifjify be fkbfcribcd to by Perfon$ not in the 
Cahmiftkid Sdieme. This has been nfiade 
appear from fev^ral Ctmfide^dons : Pard^ 
ctilarlyi From the plain Meaning of the Ar- 
dcks thelxxfelTeSt when fairly interpreted up- 
on a Compariibn widi each other: From 
the probabk Views of diofe etninent Di^ 
vines who firil drew up thefe Articles, and 
the profefled Tenets of Others, who have 
ever fince beeh concerned in iubferibing and 
requiring AiTent to thete : From fevei'al Ua-^ 
prefficms, not only in Thofe Articles th^n^ 
jfelves, but in other Offices <^ the Church 
( with which her Ardcles ihould be foppo-^ 
fed confifteiit) that are net recbnftileabk 
With the Tenets of the C^m$£r upon (what 
are ufually called) the Jhe PoirtUy wd la^- 
\ff from the Non*acquiefcence of the &fA 
i)inifts in the prefent Set of Articles, ai)d 
their repeated Attempts either to get them 
worded more ftridly, or to have others fu^ 

per-added 
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pcr-added more determinate, m their Fa- 
vour. All This, and much more, has been 
abundantly fliewn, by many Writers in the 
laft and prefent Century : In the former, by 
Mounfague in his Appelto Cafaremy Heylin in 
his Hiftory of the ^inquartkular Contra-- 
n^erfyy Playfere. in \ii^ Appello Evangeliumy^ 
and (to cite no others) Buil in his Apolagia- 
pro Harmonid &c. And in the. prefent Cen-. 
tury, among feveral others, by Dr. Water^ 
land in his Supplement to the Cafe of Arian 
Subfcriptiony and by an Anonymus Writef 
of an Apology for the Church of England^ in 
Anfwcr to an Enquiry into the Caufes of the 
Decay of the Dijfenting Intereji : Which A- 
pology was Printed for E. Midwinter in* 
1732, and has^ I believe, never fince been 
anfwered. And furely, after all Thisy we 
might have hoped to have heard no more of 
this Calumny, of our fubfaribing to Calvinif^- 
tical Articles. But we are fo unhappy as 
to find, that, when Calumnies are. likely to * 
anfwer fome convenient Purpofe^ they are not 
always difcontinued fo foon as they are. re- 
futed. But, 

2. As to what the Author of the Friend^ 

fy Admonitions hath obferved of Perfons in the 

Unitarian Scheme, when they Jland forth ie* 

fore G Q D, and call upon Him to^ witmfs to . 

•' - Z their 
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their Smcerity when they fui^cribe Articles^ 
vUcb finmgfy ajpsrt, that *^ there is but one 
limng and true Goo : l^b(a w the Umfy ef 
the Godhead there be. three Perfim of one Sui^ 
fiaMe% Power 9 and Eternity , the Father^ Som 
and U. Gbofi : &c. Pag. 34^ 3^5 ; I am eic* 
tremelj forry^ that ^iny of my Brethr«a 
ihduld kave given Occa^n for hk Outcth^ 
en this Head : Bat am fully perfuadcd^ that 
he is greatly miftaken in his Compotation 
of the Numbers of fiieh Sub&nbers« Who- 
eiper confiders, how many excellent Writxr^s 
inr Fhfdication (f the Doitrine of the Trimty^ 
have been pubUihed by Clergymen^ within 
the laft 50 Yearsj £bme of them very lately 
in Anfwer to an EJfay on Spirit &e, muft be 
furprized at his prefimiing it wHi not be de* 
nied^ that the Generality of them are m the 
Unitarian Scheme^ He himfelf, I hope, will 
not iay» that u^ ithefe have been writinj^ 
and numberlefs O^r^ preachings wharThey 

could not believe : at leaA 'till he's^ ftire 

that Hp is not only Infallible bat abk to Djjf^ 
cem the Hearts of others ; or that he reaUy 
is (what he feems unwilling to «fiow the 1 
Captain of our Salvation to be) Epdal witb I 
GoD« Andthei9r> 1 

^ With regard to Sui^ription to eoeplana^ 
tory Articles in genesal^ We may prdtone 

from 



«erti3t» (Bag-, ^^y rf tftfe Cartifnuance ^f Ithii 
ih d Fi'^^htftt Churchy tfiat he ha^ /^^ yet 
rigli^ cdttfiaeifcd that Mktten Me talks of 
<hc Chttrch zs imptfjing Su^fcfiptm ; as if 
She rtqttired* it ftotn Any agahfji' thetf divH 
yitdgmtnf and Ctff^ience : Whereas; thoaglt' 
She experts it frortr AH wfrorti She iAtoxii 
into the OtRccr of iter fedcbefs ^ fti Shtf 
leaves Thofe, who caniiot h6nellly coftipt/ 
With h, . at foil Liberty to empfo^ tKeif' 
Time and Abilities in fom'e otidef Way* 
Nor does ^he nteke* Thefe Articles a Rule of 
Faith : Fof ^iHat She fefefs all her Mem- 
bers ta the Hofy Scriptures. Bilt, confider- 
mg the Setffe not the bare Words of Scrip- 
ture as being That Rule^ She propounds 
Her Artictes explanatory of that Senfe^ b/ 
Way of Tefts or fokmn Intetrogatories to 
Candidates for the Office of Publick Iriftriic- 
torsi ill order to difcovef^ Whether They 
ZTC Jhnd in the Faitb^ znd apt to 7'eacJbiiiQ 
feal DoiSrinesi of Scripture : And requires 
Subjcription frota them, as the beft Security 
She can take frpra Co^fcientious Men, that 
They wiH* teach none other DoSirine. As to 
^Hht R^hf which every Rational Church has 
thus to provide for the Edification of Her 
own Members : Had this Gentleman been 

Z n acquainted 
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acquainted with Dr. Hogers^s Review^ Dn 
Stebbing's Rational Enquiry, Mr. (afterwards 
Bp.) Conybeare's Sermon on Subfcription, Mr. 
Dunlaf^ Preface to the Wejiminfter Confef- 
fion^ or Mr. White\ and Mr. Jofepb Clerk's 
later Pieces againft Mr. Chandler ^j He would 
have found Caufe to think the Protejiant 
Churches not quite fo deftitute, as he feems 
to imagine, of fomething to fay in Behalf of 
this Expedient, for difcharging their impor- 
tant Trujl by preferving the Faith once delruer-^ 
ed to the Saints. 

Upon the Whole : Who Britannicus is, 
or of what Denomination, I know not. I 
heartily wifh We may AH, Clergy and Laie- 
ty, be the better for any Admonitions given 
us at the prefent Seafon. But, if his Inten- 
tions were Good (as I would fairi believe 
from' feveral Parts of his Performance, how- 
ever declamatory) I fear his Repreheniions 
will mifs of their Aim by being over^charged. 
Whether his random Accufations of all the 
Publick Inftrudlors in the Kingdom, Autho^ 
rized or Tolerated , may riot be doing the 
Work of the Romijh Emijfaries who w.iVW* 
tber^ Me will do well to confider. And 
Others alfo may pleafe to remember, that 
*rhofe Emifaries can aflume varioUs Charac- 

tersis 
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ters; and may perhaps have no Scruple a- 
bout intcrfpcrfing here and there a Fling 
• againft P^/^ry itfelf among fuch of their In- 
vciftives, under the Dilguife of Friendly Ad-- 
monitions^ as are calculated to defame and 
render odious a Body of Men, whom They 
have always found their moft fuccefsful Op- 
ponents^ the English Clergy. 
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LuntBy 29* Die Matty 1758. 
Ordered^ 

THAT the Thanks pf thi§ Houjp 
be given to the Reverend Dodor 
Fothergilly Principal of Saint Edmund 
Hall in the Univerfity of Oxford, for 
the Sermon \ty him preached this Day 
before this floufe at St. Margaret\ 
TVefiminfier ; and that he be defired Xa 
Print the :(ame ; and that Mr. Clay ton 
and Sir John Grojfe do acquaint him 
therewith. 

Martis 30* Dk Maii, 1758. 
Ordered, 

TThat Mr. Godolphjn and Mr. H^nt 
be added to the faid Gentlemen. 

J. Dyson, 
<?/. Dom. Com* 
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P s A L. CXXII. 6, 7, 8, 9, 

Pray for the Peace of Jerufalem : *Ih^ 
Jhall pro/per that lave Thee, Peace 
be within thy Walls^ and Profperity 
within thy Palaces, For my Brethren 
and Companions Sakes I will now 
fayj ^^ Peace be within thee, Becaufe 
of the Houfe of the LORD our 

' GOD, I wllfeek thy Good, 

THB peculiar Excellerice of the Holy 
Scriptures is, that tbey are able to 
make Men •wife ' unto Salvation : 
And to That great End of Tour 
Faith fhould pur Plfcourfes from them be 
principally djredled. Yet> fiQce the Road to 
It lies through a Couiftry, that mufl be pafled 
by miny Sojourners at the fame Time; it 
ipay be a farther Commendation of thefe 
Writings to every Lover of Mandkind that 

they have not negjeded to encourage in us 

...... AH 



362 Tie Duty and ObjeBs of 

All a proportionable Regard to this interme* 
diale Country, and a reafboable ASbiflion ioi 
our Brethren and Companions in It. And Occa'» 
. fions, furely, there naay be, when Thefe pub- 
lick Exhortations will properjy be enj^oyed, 
in cultivating among our . Fellow-travellers 
fbroiigh liife thok Jbdal Q^^6ti9n%9 wJiich 
lender thera^ not only >eafy in thern^lves, but 
^eeable apd helpful to one another (?;fz tteir 
Way^ 

Such an Occq^m^ I prefhme, 15 the prcienti 
^d fudi l3ie Di^Jiiiony wbidi I would aow. 
npommcnd 9S a f«qiiifi|i? Qg^l^oatian for 
Uie JBi^afSfs pf tins Dojf : A Jhfy^ twrtd to 
religious Jpy^ and Thianjcfttlnefs to Almighty 
God ; for having, almoft a Century ago, re- 
Jiorje4 to thefe Kingdcjins the Blcffings of Icr 
jg^?»l Government and true Religion ; an(| for 
having cg^tinued them down to our ♦wn 
Times. Yet for thefe Favours, important as 
they arc, in v^in fliould we hope to find joy- 
ful or thankful Hearts, where there is not 
Something of National Senfe^ or Feeling for 
the Community. Where this amiable Qua- 
lity hath no Place in the Mind, ^e Man, in- 
ftead of being aflSpfted with Joy by the Peace 
of his Country, will often be tempted to con- 
fider it as an Obftrudlion to his own Views. 

But, 
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But» grhjsre jPubHck Bpirk .pnevails^ Publick 
BJffiS^gs Wijyi ^ I'cpciyfifl with Ddight and ac^ 
l^Bpwk4ge4lvith'Gf«itttde. Whilft dae Parts 
cxf ihc l^oUticflil Bq^ are 3di dbidr proper State^ 
ij^iv %m|»itMe8 wiH ])£ mutual : And as^ //* 
(W?i? ^mhrfuffer^ all ti^ Members proportion- 
^yjiifff^ ^^h it I fo> if me Mtmher^ miich 
more if the Body as fuch be honoured^ all the 
ioun4 Memk^rs rejoice with it- 

Ix <mtfy fio%p l^refore, he unfuitable to the 
De%o ^this AppoifMmeiatt if I take Qccafion 
to e^ym ftjad #JBforce the gre^t Social Duty 
of Lmng QW C^»atry : Not fo much ia or^ 
dcjT ^o impi^iit this jMkSdon in iiich Bttsfi^r 
if Qick there ^j as are yet Strangers to it ; 
(^Tbaf$ I fear> no Word^, anuch lefs mine^ 
GpoM efieSt; ) as bjr Way qf ilating its Na- 
ture and juft Commendation^ where It already 
relide$> and of pointing out its proper Ob- 
jefts, together with the due Methods of ex- 
erting it. 

The wdl-fcnown P/alm, whence my Tcyt 
i^ takeUji has generally heen ccxiftdered as a 
l;>ea^tifol Exemplification of this lovely Tem- 
per of Mind. And th^ whole of it will ap- 
pear ^11 more applicable to the pre&nt So- 
kmoity^ if we fuppofe with fome Commen- 
tator's, tlut its R^ysi, Author compofed -it 

upon 
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upon His Reftoration to his beloved Capital 
from an Exile, into which his rebellious Sub- 
jeds had jufl before driven him. We may 
here imagine Him> contemplating with freih 
Pleafure (not lefTened, we may be fure, by 
his late Abfence from it ) the Situation, the 
CompaSineJs,2Ji^ Strength of His Mctropplis; 
refled:ing with Wonder on the many Advanr 
tages which its Inhabitants had wantcmly har 
zarded, but now again enjoyed; particularly 
thoie of a ready Recourfe to the legal Admi-- 
nijirations of Jujiice, a near Participation of 
the benign Influences of Government^ and an 
eafy Accefs to the folemn Offices rf Piety; at 
the iame Time deeply fenfible, how precari- 
ous all Thefc, and every human Bleffing, muft 
become upon any Return of like Diforder 
and Gqnfufion. And, from liich a Train of 
Thought, how naturally might He break 
out in the Words before Us, — ^' O Pray 
^^for the Peace of Jerufalem : May TChey prof^ 
^^fper that love thee ! May thy Tranquillity 
*' never again be difturbcd by the Ambition 
*' of the Great, the Corruption of the Many, 
" or the Madncfs of the People ! Peace be 
'* within thy Walls, and Plenteoufnefs within 
** thy Palaces : Be the Former henceforward 
*' thy Defence againft every domcftick as weU 

"as 



the Love of our Country. 365 

'*a8 fortign Enemy; and be the Latter no 
*^ more debafed by the Infblence of Rebel- 
*« Triumphs, but ever appropriated to the 
*• Fiirpofes of Royal Magnificence. - For my 
*• Brethren and Companions' fakes^ Theirs, who 
•'faithfully accompanied me through my 
*' various Diftreiles; and even their's, who 
*' though late are returned to their Allegiance; 
•* / will wijh Thee Projperity. Tea^ becaufe of 
•' the Houfe of the LORD our GOD, thofe 
•' ftated Offices of Religion, which were al- 
•* ways my Delight ; for which my longing 
*^ Soul lately cried out, and to which I am 
•* BOW moft happily reftored, / will, by every 
*' juft Method in my Power, feek to Do thee 
^'Goodr 

But, without infixing farther on any fuch 
ipecial Reference as hath been juft fuppofed : 
die Words will, of themfelves, fuggeft to our 
Confideration the following Particulars : — 
The Duty of Loving our Country, as here re-- 
commended by the Pfalmiji*s Example : — 
The ObjeSis, which, like Him, a Lover of his 
Country will naturally have in his Wifhes: 
And — The Offices, whereby He will be 
ready to promote, Its true Interefts. Which 
Particulars I would beg Leave to confidcr, in 
the Order above-mentioned : With fome 

Appll- 
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t^Spplkatian, as We go* ahmgr tm tiift iHeiV 
imob^att Occa&n of diff prelttfM joyftil Af^ 
fettibling« 

I. TheFear©^if*^i?diffartfa#Vi*tv#, iii \f*fcB 
the Dsi^ ma^ be placed^ and k» Obligaf»»ii^ 
ilhiftratttd : Bidier^ atf our Country is coqfi* 
dcred £v j&^^ and i» confticoem P»ts : Of^ 
as its Wel&re may be' felt m Cmfipetitton wkb 
oar ovm Fitftmal Inter ^fis : Or, as It is cm-^ 
trad^kgu^d hona Cofuntirfes ntft our awm 
In the Firft View, 1 apprehetid^ iHttt Love of 
it co^incid^^ as fafT as it goes, witift Benevo^ 
kme or Concern for generat Haj^yJacfiV Iri 
the Second f It becomes Difihtereftednejk of 
Publick Spirk : in the Ti&^^, It may be Ac^ 
dominated (at leaft^ according to the original 
Import, if not the common Ufej of the Term) 
Fatrioti/m. 

!• Now, by our Country ^ confidered in It^ 
Jelff we fliall (I conceire) moft' rationally an« 
derftand, not barely a certain Tra£l of Land, 
which makes up the external Appearance of 
it; but chiefly, the Colle&ive Body of Its /»* 
babitantSi vfiik their publick and joint Inte^* 
refts« 

In this View, it is very natural, and has ac^ 
cordingly been moft ufual, to obferve, that our 
Country contains every Thing, that is in any 

eminent 
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ejEOment Deg^eq entitled «o our AfFedion. li^ 
for Inftaace, Pai:ents or Chifdren, i^BreiAresi 
or Kinfinen, if Companion or Friends^, hav^ 
ia Proportion to the Nearnefe of each Rcia* 
tion, their feveral l)emands upon Us for Of- 
fices of Kindnefs : If, beyond thefe, upon, 
confidcring ourfelves^ as Members of the fame 
Community, Civil or Religious, we find new 
Relations arifing thence, analogous to the for^^ 
mer, bringing new Obligations along with 
them : Still our Country takes in all Thefe. 
Whatever endearing ConnciSion there is ia 
Blood, Vicinity, or Incorporation; Our Coun- 
try comprjehends every Thing of this Sort. 
And TJbat muft, furely, It/e^ be entitled to 
our Love, which contains every ObjecSf, that 
hath any peculiar ClaiiQi to it. 

Let me add, that our Country, thus con.- 
iidered,' includes in it our own Rights and 
Privileges, our Properties and our Perfona* 
Each Iftdividual's private Intereffs are con- 
nedled with, nay bound up in. Thole of the 
Community. And, i£ the Prophet "Jeremiah 
could rationally exhort his. Country*men, in 
a State of Captivity, to * Seek the 'Peace of the 
City whither they were carried auoay Captivesi 
y^r that in the Peace thereof "They Jhall have 

Peace : 



368 the Duty and ObjeBs of 

Peace: How much liioi'e ultimately ilitifl 
Tfaofe, who enjoy the Comforts of Life in 
dieir own Land, be concerned to promote 
the Welfare of that State, oh which the Con* 
tinuahce of every fuch Enjoyment dfepends.^-^ 
Thus far, theii, there appears no Difficulty ei« 
ther in the Notion or the Prafticc of the Duty 
before ils : To wifli well to our Country, in 
this Light, is like wifhing the Safety of that 
Veflcl, on board of which every Thing deaf 
to us in this World is embarked. 

And indeed, io far is our Country from i*e- 
quiring us, ordinarily I mean, to neglect the 
Management of our domeftick A^airs from an 
officious Sollicitude ab6ut Her Concerns; that 
She expedts from us a proper Attention to 
them, as an important Branch of our Duty to 
Merfelf . The Temper blamed by Her is That, 
Vhofe Regards not only begin at bome^ but end 
there too : A Temper as little fuited to the 
Condition of Individuals, as it is to the Na- 
ture of Society; into which whofoever vo- 
luntarily enters, or confents to partake of Its 
Protedlion and Privileges, muft in fo doing 
virtually engage to contribute his Proportion' 
of Time, Attention, Labour, and Subftance 
to Its Service. Should every Member with- 
draw his own Share of Thcfe (and what is 

allowable 
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• lfeki-feo^l(5»ge¥'^'ftft*^ ^«y O/* 

abtttttMSij i'-fup{)ofe> '^hfe Wbtild' fotiit fexp*^ 
rifericg #te FfeSyb^flk^ll a Sgh^ft^^^^ iip^n llnd- 
4hg 'thai? sill Otftfepsfeid ferifted '(^s k-Ktfk'^ 
rei^ io >S^ i»fey:"hi0ftjiiftly m^ feltii) 
tll^'likb R€(BliftT6fil' lA «hi« \^fe^,Pi-iK!^nc^^ 
iais^ Wdl asjufelefe Requires ^everjit Mqmlh^er t6 
lieftoW fe d«fe Miaftire of 'his Goncerh iJipoA 
the edmmurilty: ♦That i9> fo expend a Pdrt 
ttf Hfe Care fey* wSjr of erifiiriAg the Beh^t 
of the RemaiMdr. * : . : . . 

i . Bat we' muft. not leave ; the Matter httt^. 
I^blkk Welfare tnay fotoctimefc, not only in 
prefent Appea^iftctei but in Reality, ihtcrfert 
Tvitb pritateOaki : And w6 art ne^i coiicemed 
to Mquii^, ^^What the Duty btfbit lis dlre<ft$ 
in Cafes of fuch ^omfitiition between thehi. 

That the Interefta of a whole Gommuntty 
am^ in tkemf^hm^ ftr more vialualjlte than tfaofi 
©f iaihy fingk Mittiber can fce,» ii as \true as 
that the Whole is ^ater than any One of its 
Parts. And, though it might be di^cult to 
perfuade fingle Pirfons to eftittiate their own 
ItkftV^ki if ii»t ^ireaibnable to expedk that 
they ihoiild adjuft l^ttir own R^gardsi exa&ly 

A a accord- 
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^according to this Proportion : Yet we all at 
£rft Sight condemn an Eagemefs in any Man 
to enrich or advance bimfelf by Methods 
prejudicial to General Happinefs ; whereas 
.the contrary Difpofition to poftpone one's 
j>erfonal Advantage, ahd to hazard even Life 
itfelf, in Cafes of Moment to the Publick^ is 
presently approved by every worthy Principle 
within us. And accordingly we find this Qua- 
lity not only much celebrated, by the moft 
eminent Heathen Writers^ but often recom- 
mended, confequentially at leaft» by fuch as 
have Tau^t the World with ftill higher Au- 
thority. That great Chriftian Grace of Charity 
is (we know) particularly charadterized as 
f Seeking not, her own. And, if we are called 
upon, as we are more than once by St. Pault 
to forego our own ^ Pleafure or Profit ^ for 
|he fake of our Neighbour, a private Peribn 
like ourfelves ; We cannot but infer, that we 
are ftill more forcibly pbliged to facrifice our 
prefent Benefit to the lafting Interefts of our 
Country. The Demands of the Duty muft 
rife in proportion as Its Compafs is enlarged 
and Ite Objects are midtiplied. 
; Not that either Reaibn or Revelation will 
^Uow, much If fe' require, us to furrender our 

\ a I Cot. Xni.j/ b iCor.X.24, Phil, ir.4, 8cc. 
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moft important Interefts, thofe of our immor^ 
tal Souls, even for the fake of our Country. 
Thcfe no Man can rationally give up, if He 
could be fuppofed %o benefit the Community 
by fo doing. And therefore, if cither the 
great ^ Lawgiver of the '"Jews or the great 
b ApoJUe of the Gentiles ^ Should feem to have 
declared his Affcdtion for his Countrymen iri 
Terms of that Import ; fuch flowing Ex- 
preffions muft not be too ftriftly interpreted^ 
Owx final Happinefs is of too high Importance 
to be complimented away : It is a Birt bright ^ 
which it would be Profanenefs as well as 
Folly to fell for any Confideration : Which 
yet is, in Effedt, done by All, who wilfully 
commit, or encourage others in committing, 
any Violation of Truth or Right for the fake 
of a Party, or even of their Country itfelf ; 
faying f ^^ Let us Do Evil that Good may 
*^ come J* 

However, whilft we fecure our Innocence, 
and with That our Title to an Eternal Inbe^ 
ritance^ we fhall find ourfelves not only obliged 
but encouraged to part with every Thing ihort 
of thefe, when our Country calls for it. Apd,. 
by the Way, fo far is Cbriftianity from giving 
no Encouragfement to the iw^ of our Country i 

4 Ezod. XXX< 32, &c. b Rom. IX. 3. 

A a z fo 
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fb f^t is that extended ^etf-htterefi ^ich ft 
ptdpofes to our Hopfes frbiii being unfHendlj 
\oPubMck Spirit ; that It haS kid the xnoft 
Jblid, perhip« the only fblid, Foundatloh fcrf 
any exaked Degrees bf this Virtue. Nbtwith-^ 
ftanding a few ftriking Examples with whicB 
Hiftory may furnifli usi it is not eaiy ^ afligfl 
iny fubftahtial Reafons, why They, who havi 
Hope in this Life tmly^ fhouH ht forward to 
refign the Advantages of it. But, when once 
ottr Final Interefts are, as upon Chriftiari 
Principles they are, certainly and amply pto-^ 
tided for: here is Room f6r every rational 
Argurtient ih Favour of the Publick ; hfere 
iivery generous Sentiment may ba*ue its per^ 
feB Work. Ariifnated by fuch Exf)e^ationsr 
« None of us liveth to hintfelf arid Ho Min 
dieth to bimfelf In the Caufe of our CcAiiitrjr 
^e ^ gladfy fperid and are Jpent ; txiiy are ready 
to c lay down our Lives for the Brethren. 

j. It remains, that the Dtaty flrcfuld be 
Itated as our Country is cotifiderfed in Con* 
tradiftihSion ffbm Countries not our onxm : In* 
tvhich Vie^ the Love df It is fo agfeeibfe td 
the Propehfiti6s of our Nature, that it Will 
gerterally Want rather to be regiilalfed thaii 
e*cite1l ill us. 

. a Rom. XIV. 7. h z Cor. XII. 15. c jfc^k ifl. 16. 
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. . For, by the jLov<5 of oi^r Country in this 
reaped we m\f£t by joo me^ns unde^iland any. 
fuch ^3ctrav.4gant Partiality for pur Country- 
t^en, ;^s op^tu^s to the Exclufio^ of %^1 other^ 
froni Qiv OiSfices of Humanity : ncv yet fud^ . 
^ paflionate Zeal for our own Country's G)o-^ 
jyt as purfups. Its Obje^ by annoyujig ^;i4 
trapipling 4)ppn whatever happens to be ii]^ 
pur Way to ij. No : This, i;iilcad of being 
^, QQVfxxntn^^c ^ffedion, is in lev^ry Degfo^ 
z hljaixifable, in focQe Pegrees a detjeft^e^ 
Turn of Mind, And, if thofe refined Thii?k« 
ef^j yrhp would ii^%4iate, that tl^ Author of 
q^T Religion has no where reconxmei]i4ed th9 
Ipiovi? pf our Coun^try, mean nq Lpye 9f }^ 
Ijut This ; we own tl;e Charge t §o far is; 
o\ir Jl^ligion frppi counjtenaqciflg^ ^h^ it 
i)i:Qngly ccvu^en^s, fuch a i\axro\f ,. inhqfpi-<r 
^^le. Spirit : And this, ini^e^d qf being ^r>y 
Difcredit to it, wp xsxxjA Jiayp jL^aye to t)^\v^ 
^ eminent In^ance pf its p£]f qe|]iency a^^ 
Importance, pven the Jews^ nQtw^ftjw4'^ 
ipg the peciJi^ I^jiture of their Qqpoi>9R>y, 
were • comm^n^cd td treat the Sfrfit^ef ^itb 
Tendern^s ^nd h^Q^^on. And wP ^C^^" 
tians (though equally concerneid, by the pr^** 
per Wenpons of our Warfar£^ %o contend fm 
tjbe Faifff delivered to Us) ar« taug^t^ with-* 

a Kxod. }^III.9,i2. Levit. XI^. i^. iPquf. X. 19. 
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out Diftinftion of SeSl or Country y to account 
every Man our * Neighbour^ and to aflift hini 
as fuch, whofe. Circunxftances ftand in Need, 
and whofe Situation may place him within 
the Reach, of our Beneficence, In fhort i 
whilft we love our own Country, we fhould 
never forget, that Others are in the fame 
Way affeded toward theirs ; nor muft we 
ever lofc Sight of that great Law of Reafon 
as well as Revelation, '* ^ Whatfoever Te would 
<* that Men Jhould J)o unto Tou, Do T^ even 
•^ Jo unto l^henir 

But, if by the Love of our Country thefe 
Objedtors mean only a L&ve of Preference to 
other Countries ; whenfoever they fhall with 
Impartiality perufe Hhat Book, which They 
affeft to cenfure. They will hardly find one 
Perfonage of any Eminence therein recorded, 
in whofe Temper this Affedtion appears not 
to have been a prevailing Ingredient. The 
Time would fail me to cite all the Examples 
to this Purpofe : and if Precepts are lefs fre- 
quent, they are furely lefs needful ; fince 
^bis is a Diipofition, which, if not ftridlly 
born with us, yet takes PofTeflion of us be- 
fore we ate confcious of its Produftion, and 
continues to coroperate with our R.ational 
Powers, often to go before therti, fo long as 

a Lqkc X. 30 — 37, b Matt. VII. 1 i. 
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our Minds retsdn lany thing gre^t or generous. 
It feems indeed to be of the fame Origin, 
and not only juftifiable but amiable an the' 
iame Principle, with thzt Natural Aff'eSiioHr 
which appears in every Creature for thofe of 
its Kind that are moft nearly related to it v 
Or, if any hundan Creatures are found mtb-- 
out This ; We may, upon the • Authority of 
an infpired Apoftle; rank all Cuch among th& 
blackeft Charafters that our degenerate Na- 
ture can furniih« - 

Nor let this AfFe^ion be condemned as a 
blind Inilinft only : It is atleafl fuch an In- 
ilind as, under due Regulation, approves it-> 
lelf to the jufteft Reafon. Our Benevolence- 
ought indeed to reach as far as our Nature* 
itfelf reacheth. Our Creator * having made af^ 
one Bkod all Nations of Men^ at how great a- 
Diftance foev^r chey may dwell on all the Face,^ 
of the Earth i no Partaker of the Species muftv 
be excluded from our Good- will, or defign- 
edly from the Inlti^ences of it. But then, 
diefe Influences will naturally defcend moft 
on thofe, who are moft within the Sphere of 
their Ad:ivity. Such a Diftindtion among: 
Particulars is really for the Beauty. and Bene^* 
fit of the Whole. Were any Parents to be* 
a^uat^d by no peculiar Yearnings for their » 

a Sec Rom. I. 31. and a Tim. III. y: b Aft. XVII. 26. 
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own OfF-fpring } pr. wwp <ii« N&ns«ei «f 
^y Countey p(^ftlly iiwU^eftt ijo tb^ with 
cwtry -culKtr Spot i8i|>oa lA^\(^9Jb^ i it fls^y b^ 
9s e^ly iroaginpd, trh4t: * ^folj^te W^ 
Jiick ah unfpiended Coim^ mifft fop9 b6- 
CQAie.in ^i^.l^tt^r CaTe, as jhow <v(^etclied 
aiid uTc^l^ $i£^ QQgle^edlaliyals'mifA be in 
iifoe former, . Wbeif<^» ^hiW: each In^ivi- 
dv^l «i»plQyi& (J &y nQt, 4«e Wliole, but) 
Ae Chief of Ms Care, wjher^. JiJ^tur? mc^oir 
mends a Preference ; the SttfnKeA of ^. 
"WiorW goe? w «^i|lafly;ft|iti.V(fith A*Hn- 
tage I afldj?!^ Tvi/^^i: f> ^*tf^^ //rf- ^J^pe 
as >eU as |j« Jjm^. ADptr/^ngly, /the; to^ 
A|«)ftK who .-jKhorts \»6 tt) " :P«' G^ vm. 
«tf Jtff», rleavgs.Ae EK§j^e pf ^ Boti^r 
cpnce to Oplt^timithi and nqt ©aflly allows 
hut reconwieod^ an ej^^i^f .J^^A^rd t(i lti>m 
tbta ap( of Q«r QWli CoimQ^i^, jfj^^ iij«f|f^. 
boldafFmib. /-_■'-: 

:Let jne ju&i^hfervefarther^ that thele.jle>T 
fJe^onjB.op tlse Lqvc pf j^tir Cp^P^ » ger 
neraj taay, iso prppor-tioiik .he.ipjpltfSa to aey 
finaller:Sttl»Uyifen$ of it, rt© which W ^ii»iwl' 
i^ a %iilar |^^l*li<5n : Tbfi Nqi^hb^ui'hqfirii 
for iflft^noCj whii^ gave us.pw NaftWff, Air ; 
ikt Coupowlion 'wh^ Frivifeg*^ tfe-^ny&yi. 
pr the ^ocipey^ :which ijftvpftptefit.t^'fis (wh« 

., • a Q^iVL-iq.-, . , ; 
::■.,■ pia^ 
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Hiay^e ftt Ipa^ ^ vaJiiafele a$ either) mi w- 
g«)|l»$t|S, It yirt»p»0 itfifl religious EducjitxQft. 
W^ TOuft not* it¥teed# coutrtft owr good 
Wiifa^5 or (Soiling: Qur good O^c^j within 
t|ie narrow iJmitss of w^ o( theft. Yet, at 
£#db of theqd comes n^itiiraUj rcci:»nniende2i 
to a particular Aff^^fl^ion ; fo, other Circuija- 
ilances beiug equal, Each of them may feeiu 
to ijaw a prior Oiiini to our voluntary Senri- 
ocs. f>fy however, ihbujd any Partaker of 
fj^. Advfintjigji;^ inftwd of oheafliing thofe 
tender Sentiments that grow out of thefe 
Connections, be ready, upon every fordid 
View, to reinoii0ee or cwinteradt thetn —- 1 
ihaU Q»ly iay. He oattft be a Stranger to the 
Spirit which dilated that beautiful Apof- 
tfophe, ^^^ If I forget thee^ O Jerufalem, let 
*^ ny Rigkt^band forget her Ctmning : IfldQ 
^^ not remetnier tbee$ iet my T'ongue cieave to 
^^'tbe I^oofrfmy Mo'uth i if i prefer not Jeru- 
" falem aifove my chirfjoy."' 

tipon *be W^ok : Our Couatry is cntifled 
to our h^S^d^ofx in ^rtj View : Jn Herfelf 
2^ comprdaen^ing whatever in this World 
nfxoft deferves 'Oiir Cfincern : In Ccmp^kiQu 
wkb \owr mum JStfcuhr Int^reftsy whenfocver 
Her Profperity calk upon us to pQ^pome, or 
lier Prefervation to relinquifh them : And in 
» Pfal. CXXXVII. 5,6. 

Compa- 
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Comparifon with other Countries^ (o far as to 
prefer her Honour or Advantage to Theirs^ 
though not ib as to exclude them from our 
good Wifhes^ much le& to expofe them to 
our Hatred or injurious Treatment. In a 
Word ; the Duty before us muft, at the low* 
eft, reftrain us from facrificing our Country's 
Reputation, or betraying Her Intereft, out of 
any felfiih Confideration : We muft not dif" 
appoint Her of our juft Share of Service; 
though our Rendering it fhould, at the Time, 
be to our own Hinder ance. 

» 
II. But, thit our Affection may not be 
thrown away upon what is ufele& to our 
Country, and unworthy of our own Regard ; 
it may now be proper to confider, What 
thoie OijeBs are, which a Friend to His 
Country will rationally have in his View. 
And Thefe, according to the Pfalmijl, feeih 
reducible chiefly to Two Articles : Name- 
ly, Its Temporal Felicity ; here reprefented by 
the Terms, Peace^ Plenteoufnefs and Prof-- 
perity : And Its publick Provifions for the 
decent and devout Celebration of Religious 
Worjhipi intimated by His declared Con- 
cern for the Houfe of the LORD* 

, . : - i I. Under 
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I. Under the Former of thefe, I pretend not 
to enumerate all the Ingredients in National 
Felicity : Nor will the Time permit me to 
enlarge upon Peace in its primary Notion, as 
it fignifies arState of Publick Quiet, and Free- 
dom from Wars, foreign or domeftick ; tho* 
It might otherwifc well deferve, efpecially at 
the prefent Jundture, to be fpoken to fepa- 
ratefyy as an Objedl of a Patriot's Thoughts 
diffindt from Plenty and Projperity. But, con- 
fidering them jointly, I fuppofe, the Condi- 
tion of any Country will not fall much fliort 
of the Pfalmijfs Wiflies for his own, which 
is plentifully accommodated with, ijot only 
the NecefTaries, but the Conveniences and 
Comforts, of Life ; in peaceable Pofleffion of 
fuch Advantages, (which I need not fpecify) 
as render Its Inhabitants profperous at home 
and refpedted abroad ; and all Thefe guarded 
by wholfome Laws duly executed, under a 
Government well eftablifhed and well admi- 
niftred. 

For,- You will permit me to obferve, efpe- 
cially on this Occafion, that, as Peace is ne- 
ceflary to give Helifli and Enjoyment, fo will 
Laws and Governnicnt always be to give Se- 
curity and Stability, to every publick Blefling, 
Take away Hbefe^ and You leave private Prp- 

perty 



^ao TU Duty ^d Q^ffls of 

fcrtj wholly precadous, md perianal loduftry 
without fitting Encouragement; andf in cpi^- 
iequence^ You cut qff from N^^iic^al Profpe- 
rity its neccilary Sup{4ies. When ' fJ^er^ was 
no Kingj no £ittled Government^ in Ifiyfflp 
W^ read that every ^an did tbqt iphicb was 
right in his own^yes. T)ie,Qbf^rv*tjpn waf 
tbojught of Mon^nt enough to be ieyerai 
T^imes pepc^tcd by the f^cfed Hiftori^ : who 
h^fi ^(q taken Care to-fi^tima^e hpw li^^ 
IVf anki»d i$ Jo be tn:^ed ^wW^ fe flpucfr: ^r 
qsnce, by repordiqg to^.gfi^9U&:P\^^?^^ 
i}ppn Pecpnpyi J^fticei ^f ^ep ifppjf^ify, as 
Mv«ig qonft^nUy apcocRpwipd if, M^n i* 
ijpt, in4^j (q ojaky^lenf or |»f|fcjM«^^«s a. 
^fiiOig* as he h^s fqfla^twics ^e?n tcpfpf^i^, 
y^tf i<> ppivprfujly is .hp a^i^4 ^^A his 
own f cjdings fer bin^f,: ^»d fo cortSesilty 
dp^$ he &id, tor imagine tb*c he fiEwfe, fbp 
5iiqcefe pf his pwn SchemeSj and the |[33Pati^ 
fic^tipfi pf his own AppetUeSj obftrftfib^d by 
thofe of Others; that, were it not fcxr the 
InlOr^q^Upn of Law and Authoritjjr, This 
Wprkl wuft be a deplorable Sceae of Ssvjfivg 
4p4 S^rijfs C^ufim and'ev^y evii W^r^L. 
. Jud^Jy therefore might the wife PJabnjfi.cm" 
Cdcr it as ooic eadeAfieg Recateimi2nd»*i«i pf 

a Jttdg. XVII, 6. — X VH I. f . — XH. i . -r XXI. ^. 
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JefufikHiy that Tljffr^' *ifrrf fit th'rbHei vf 
Juagmmt: AhdjtilByWill t&hbm^dim&i 
Cdinti^y atood^oflifer Marks of tHeir Affec^ 
iioh fbir it, bd iealdirflj^ cohcefftfed for tJbe 
PrtfefVilion of its OrStbt and tht Sluppdrt of 
its GoTcrnlhfenl : Js Free i bat inritli thfe 
i^'t'cedorti of ci^lized Creaturfes^ hot of Sa-i 
^agei : A FtcdAotai directed by Riilc^ and 
ifabjca to Reli^aihts ; but fech Riil^s and kfea 
ftrakits asy if thty limit the fixfeteife^, at th4 
fame Time prQtii& th& Ehjoytoek, aiti future 
an tbfc Benefits, 6f It. 

Hajy^ had k becd for boi'h PHnce and 
People in the Dftys bt o^t ^^d^blFri, had 
They in iTimfe b»6tiH fenfibfe of tlifc Vdri6 of 
in eft^Ii(hed G6v6fmnetit i ahd hap|>y i»iVk 
it be feir J7i, if all Orders eif M<*ft zit yet be- 
come wife by their iSxperi«ice. It will noe 
b& ekpba^d, that I (hbtild Ji^« itmetn^t t<» 
ffacfc' ^i tbi Bi^Hingi of Thaii- Sprtvigsi 
or td affign to each <jf Ift* then e'Otttending 
Fartiies its ettSi Share of the ^o^. To usi 
2t this Didancfe, tha'fe ie6)ft to hav^ ba^^ 
Occaflbfts of JdJktoHfy ^V*n J as t<r^ by ibnitf 
tfhdae Strfetches of Powet, fome afontning Itt- 
terpj-etations of Law, in bahalf <tf the Cfowhij 
as by {'Omc fe^ttalijf' Bftfaute Fietcwicfs <yf op* 
f(6fiti6tt and ExtHiv^alM:^ df DAnadd, on th^ 

Part 
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Part of the People; both unfortunately ag- 
gravated by feveral concurring Circumftances 
of thofe Times. Yet^ I cannot doubt, but 
Many on both Sides at firft iincerely meant 
the real Good of their Country. That the 
King Himfelf did fo, befides His approved 
Chiirafter for Virtue, Piety, and Goodnefs of 
Hearty the ConceHions, which He made early 
in the Difpute, and before His DiftrefTes could 
have extorted them from Him, will furely by 
equitable Judges be admitted as fufficient 
Evidence. And, in fadt, the Reparation then 
offered for what was paft, and the Security 
given for the future, fo far fatisfied many rea- 
fonable Men and real Patriots, that They be** 
came thence-forward zealous Adherents to 
the Royal Caufe, convinced that It was be- 
come the Cauie of the Kingdom. But, alas i 
it was then too late to fave their Country : A 
Spirit of Difcord and Suspicion was gone 
forth : Auxiliaries were called in, who brought 
with them little Acquaintance with, and lefs 
Aficftion for, the Englijh. Conftitution : Se- 
veral of Its former Friends were by Degrees 
become reconciled to Meafures, wherein they 
had at firft never dreamt of engaging : And 
They, who could not go thefe Lengths, found 
the Bufitiefs taken out of their Hands, by 

Men 
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Men better prepared for. what foon after fol- 
lowed; 1 mean^ for fuch Invafionsof-privatc 
Property* fuch Violations of publick Juftice, 
fuch Infults upon all Laws^ human and di- 
vine, as render the Annals of thefe Times like 
the ■ Roll of a B^oi, that yN2&fpfead before the 
'Prophet %^ which was written within and with'^ 
out : And there was written therein Lament a-* 
tion, and Mourning, and Wo. 

But, to turn away our Eyes from a Sight io 
painful; After every Set of Men, perhaps 
every iingle Man, that had in any eminent 
Degree broken in uj)on the eftablifhed Cdn- 
ftitution, had as eminently experienced, the 
EfFefts of a wanton. Departure from It; and 
had, by a memorable Example of l!his their 
Foolifhnefsy in facdficing publick Utility to 
private Views, left Us their Pojierity a ftand- 
4ng Admonition againft fraifing their Sayings: 
Then did the fame G o i>, ** who commanded 
the Light to fhine out qf Dfirknefsy gracioufly 
vouchfafe to ' comfort our Fathers, after the 
^ime that He had plagued them^ and for the 
Te4rs wherein they hadfuffered Adverjity\ by 
\Refiorfng their ^u^es as at the firji, and 
their Counfellors as at f.he Beginning. And, if 

« Ezck. II. 9, 10. b 2 Cor. IV. 6. c Pfal. XC. 15 

d Ifai. 1. 26. 

this 
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tluft Pift of (Mr Con^catioa \b0iSr, eti su^ fbh- 
ftqoeot Otedfiond, f^eived ]«t filrlhef Im-i 
{»roireaieHt{ if t^ BbiifMklriei «f tfeki Mo* 
narch's Prtrogitive «hd tke Sc(b|ea'« Riglitsi 
by beit)^ nMrtJ exf^idtdfy dtekred* «t^ be* 
to!i!ie lefe liable to be tVadfgre0ed l^ Bitb^t-i 
to thd HixdLtA of fie>th ; W^, wk6 «tijt>y 
thefe «Mtkmal Adv«itag6», have not, on that 
Account, lefs Cauie to bld» God apod e<*t»y 
Return of i^is aufpiciods Pay, VtkAdh. opened 
Ac Waytotbem. 

8. Yet, after all : "the beft Provifibns mere- 
ly (eetihif, C^«il Govertim^nt lt(^If, ani Thu 
tod ih Its msSt advamageous Forni, and under 
t Priact die tnoft fteady \Sk Hie Adherence to 
It, wiU b6 infofficieBt to^ «^ the MeaiUre 
9i a Nation's Mappinefs^ SomethiAg farther 
will be wanting to cotnplete the Wildes of a 
Frnhd tp his Country : Sotheriiing diat can 
l«ach the Heart b9di of Govetnour and Go- 
vsemed: Somethings that alone can^ for any 
Tittre, iecure the Pwhr, and fin^ify the 
Prq/^ityt of a Coi&iimnity ; that can render 
Its Fknteoufnefs not a Smin or a Curfe, but 
kreal Bleffing, amd prevent Its beuig» perhaps 
imperd^tibly, ruined under die vwy Fornis 
of Its own admired Conftitution. 

Seniible 
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Scnfibk of this, the Royal lyiahi^ ' vfiB 
glad when they /aid 'unto Him^ ^^We will^g^ 
^' into the Houfe of the LORD:' He w^^tt 
knew, that a conftant Attendance on GoD'a 
publick Worfhip was one 6f the.beft Prjefer- 
vatives of Religion in the Hearts of his Pe$)^ 
pie, one of the beft Evidences of Its. In^i 
fluence there ; as alfa, that fuch a Principle 
was the only Security He could have of their 
Obedience to Himfelf, or dieir Fidelity tQ 
each oth^r. Without This, as He well knew^ 
all Things would foon run into Diforder apd 
Gonfujfion : Unawedby. the F^^r of GOD 9 
Men would at all Times be prepared fer any 
pleafing Vice, any gainful Villany : And 
Wbilft ^Sentence againji an Evil. Work could, 
for that very Reafon, by human Judicatures 
be neither certainly pronounced, nor Jpeedily 
executed; the Hearts of the Sons of Men would 
be yet more and more fulfy Jet in them to Do 
Evil. Whereas, "" by the Fear of the LORD, 
Men would depart fr&m Evil : This Principle 
wotdd preferve their Integrity where no other 
could reach them 5 and would render their 
Promifeff a fufficient Security, or their Oaths> 
where neceffary, a decifive Evidence, Above 
all. He knew, that National Piety would 
beft recommend both^Himfelf and his Peo- 

a Eccl. VIII. II. b Prov. XVJ. 6. 
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plevto thai .all-powerful Being i who will 
tXkji fail to make happy that Nation wbtfe 
GOD is the LORD ^ and the People whom He 
thoofetb for His awn Inheritance. 

The Care of Religion^ therefore, and of 
It^ facred Rites, will always have a Place in 
rfie Thoughts of every rational Lover of His 
Country^ And^ blefie^i be God for the Re- 
ligious PrivildgeB as on This Day reftoreds 
and ftill continued, to the People of thi9 
Land : Were but our Wifdom in the Obfer- 
vance of them asuL Improvement under them 
equally conspicuous in the Sight of the Nations 
ai'dtoftd us, well might they fay, " * Surefy^ 
^ this great Natidn is a fFi/e and TJnderftani^ 
^^ing People r^^ Befidcs that daily Accefs to 
the hofy Scriptures y whiqh our Church free- 
ly allows and recommends to all her Mem** 
bers. She provides for their being thence far-^ 
rf>6r inftrufted in fP^ords tf T!mth and Saber-' 
nefsy every Sabbcah^Day^ Jn Her pubUck 
Worfhip She retjuiris their Cdnformity t6 
T^ages few, eafy, natural ; at a doe Dift^DC^ 
on one hand fbom indeoent Familiarity or 
Negligence, stmi from bunieaiboie Pomp and 
Multiplicity to the othtr : Whilft by her 
ftated Offices She invites, without compellistgp 
aH devoutly difpofed Minds to jcaoEk rational^ 

aD<*ut.IYi6. 
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pwnlf^ grav^j rightly dirccjtcd Piety. And 
91^ ^a Th(^, >vhq ftill unhappily exclude 
thcmfelveji frQiii the Benefit of Thcfe Provi- 
iiom ) it may reaibnably be exped;ed9 that 
the known Candour and Equity of Her pre^ 
fint Govemours will at leng^ have the de^ 
^fcd Eife^t upo^ them. Efpecially fince Her 
£$cternal PfiHiy i^ at once beft JS^^d to that of 
the St^e^ and moft agreeable to the primi^ 
five Pattern :. Diftiaguiflied only by the Ad- 
vantage of being fupport^ and encouraged^ 
inftead of being orppr^iS^d and. perfecuted, by 
the Civil Power : Which Diftinftion, con- 
ferred on Her by the Legislature, aijfi 
now for many Years enjoyed under the Pro- 
tection of our gracious Sovereign, She ac- 
cepts always^ in all F laces ^ mtb all ^bankf 
fulnefs. 

But, fhould any real Friends tp this Part 
of the Conftitution of their Country be dif- 
pofed' to confider fuch -a Protection as now 
becopie lefs needful, or to countenance the 
projeAs of Mpn p'oen to Change in hop^of 
an Ideal, but humanly unattainable. Perfec- 
tion : They may be pleafed to recolleCt, vnih 
wh^t Confequences the like Innovating £x«* 
periments were fwpaerly attended. When 
firft difcontented Men Were.invite4 to bring 

B b 2 in 
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in their Exceptions to the Ecclcfiaftical Efbi-» 
blifhrnent^ and to propofc with Boldnefs ns^ 
Plans of their own i littite was it imagined^ 
that an Edifice?, beautiful for its Order, corn- 
pad in its Strufture, venerable for its Agree- 
ment with the Model of Antiquity, and in 
every relpedl fitted to be the Joy of the whole 
Land, could within any fhort Space of Time 
have become an Objeft of the loudeft Cla- 
mour for its Demolition even to the Ground. 
Yet, when a Breach was once made, all 
This and more foon came to pafs. A few 
ill-judged Scruples about fome innocent Ha- 
bits and at worft harmlefs Ceremonies of the 
Church, were eafily cherifhed into a deter- 
mined Rancour againft Her Inftitutions in 

•genefal. The Soiirnefs of a few Men, whofe 
over*proportidned Sufferings from two w 
three of her Prelates were remembered much 
longer than the Provocatiolls they had given, 
quickly leavened the Mafs of the People intq 
a Diftafte of Her wlidle Hierarchy : 'Till, in 
Conclufion, an Order oJF Governours, which 
had prefided in the Chriftian Church from its 

' earlieft Settlement, was aboliflied as Anti- 
Chriftian ; the decent Rites of our Church 
exploded ; the Ufe of her Liturgy rendered 

' penal ; and Her Adherents in general, but 
Her able as well as faithful Defender cfpc^ 

cially, 
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^lally, expofed to fuch feverc Trials, Ijich 
Ijarbarous Indignities, as a fober Heathen 
could ,Jiot h,ave behelcj without Conipaflion 
aijd . Aftonifboic^t. 

I forbear |o ^^eqpfont the jnany A(Sts of Dif- 
fimuUtion ^n4 Hypoprify, the Perverjfiops of 
<joD's Word, Profanations of His Tepiplje^ 
and Proftitutions of the facred Charadter, by , 
which this Jirange Reformation wiis f ffefted j 
^ ajfp what Sori jof Purity ,and P^rfedtion 
wa« obtained by it; of, rathjcr, wh^t endlefe 
Divifions and HereJfies of 5ome, what En^ 
thufiafm and Frenzy of Others, ^haf Cloft- 
tempt of Ordinances and Blafpheroj of Ma- 
;ay more, overipread thefc Kingdoms in Conr 
/equence of it : Nor, indeed, fliould a Theme 
fo melancholy have been fuggefted to Your 
Thoughts on T^bis Day^ but in order to re-r 
call them with more Advantage to the pro- 
per Bufinefs of it ; I mean, the Adoratio^ 
jand Praife of that great Comforter of them 
that are cqft down } who, in His ,own good 
Time, turned Him unto the Prayer 0^ the poor, 
4ejiitute, Soijs of the Church of England} 
>nd at their Dejire^ raifed up this T'akernacle 
jg^ David that was fallen ; clofngits Breaches^ 
»nd building it ajs in- the Days of Old. — May 
His watchful Prwidenqe ever preferve,It ficjEp 
'^^^-Wlhaten; io the Glorj, of His own 
..-:•. ^ ' 'Name 
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Name, to the Ornament and Support of the 
Reforaicd Churches in general, and to the 
Gorafort arid Salvation of the People of our 
Land ! And may He, together with l*6isy 
continue the other Bleffings of peaceful Or- 
der and legal Government, to our lateft Pof^ 
terity ! 

^ III. Something, however, muft be done 
on our Part. Let us theil confider. By what 
X)ffices a Lover of His Country muft endea- 
vour to proniote its Welfare. And Thefe are, 
Trayingfor ity zndjieking to Do it Good. 

I . The Former of thefe, I conceive, may 
"well cpmpreherid all Methods of Application 
to the Supreme Being in behalf of our Coun- 
try, whether by humble Petition or devout 
'^hankfghing : Both of which are Con(fitions, 
proper in themfelves, and by His Appoint- 
ment neceflary, according as our Situation 
may be, to give Efficacy to all our Enciek- 
vours for Ourielves or Others. From the Fa- 
ther of Lights every good Gift comet h down : 
'B^t to His Providence , We Apuld efpecially 
afcribe the giving or the withdrawing of Ka- 
tional'fileirings, the Reftoi^ihg of fettled Gc)- 
Vernment aW'dpure^Religion Men for 4 Time 
jwithdrawn, • ^antf 'the PrefeiVition' of theih 
^*^^g^all> tli^^^^ aiid- Chances, to 

which 
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Vhich every Advantage upon Earth is pert 
petually cKpofed. The Men afthk World a/;^ 
indeed apt to overlook thefe Truths, and tp 
talk in a different Language: But Truths 
they are, notwithftanding; .and thi« is the 
Language, thefe the Sentiments, every- where 
authorized by infpired Writers, We find St,* 
Paul in particular exhorting Timothy to take 
Care, in the Diredlion of Religious Offices, 
-tifat Supplications^ Frayeru Inter c^ons^ afi4 
Gitjing of Thanks fhould ie made for all Men*, 
Fer^ Kings and All that virerc in Authority < 
^Jkit they might lead quiet and peaceable Lives 
in all Godlihefs and Honefty* And, if fuch De- 
vout AddrelTes in favour of the Community 
im which they lived, and of thofe Membens 
of it efpecially, whofe Stations reijderQd their 
Condud: of the moil extenfivc Influence, 
were in thofe Days fit and conducive to thft 
©nd ; they niuft, at all other Tiroes be pro^ 
per, and, on folemn Q^r^i^wj- of Rejoicing 
for National Benefits, peculiarly good and acr 
teptable in the Sight of GOD our Saviour. 
• ' And certainly, if ever ^ the merciful and 
gracious LORD hath Jo don^ His marvellotis 
Works, as that they ought to be had in Kemewr 
branccy the Deliverance of this Day will juf- 
tify Us in thus publickly and aiinually afcri- 

a I Tim.. II. 1, 2, 3, b PfaJ. CXI. 4. . , 
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Hng it to Him. The Value of it in It/elf mzy 
be in feme meafure.cftimated from'what ha$ 
already been fuggeiled. But much there was 
0i{> in the Circumjiances attending it tc^ call 
for our wanneft Jlctums of Thanks, and 
Praife, and to point out the adoreable Ot^edl 
to whom they are due. r- When the 4cvour- 
ing Sword had been fully executing it^ dire- 
ful Commiffion to Go through this devoted 
Land I fc^ce a Corner whereof had efcaped 
its Fury, fcarce an Houfe hen paffed over in 
^ which there was not one dead: When three, 
once flourifhing, Kingdoms had long been 
iilled with Violence, Oppreffion, Perjury, 
Murder, often rendered ftill more fhocking 
by being perpetrated under the Formality of 
Juftice and the Mafk of Piety : When thofe 
feemingly incompatible Evils of Anarchy and 
Tyranny, of Enthuiiafm and Profanenef^, of 
Bigotry and Sacrilege, had fpr Years together, 
with Forces wonderfully united, been trir 
umphing in the Ruin of every Thing great, 
the Extirpation almoft of .every Thing goo4 
in thefe Nations ! What Power or Wifdom 
lefs than Infinite could have reicued purCounr 
try from Wretchednefs fo extenfive, fo com- 
plicated : --at a 7/W, when all human Means 
for accomplifhing, or even for attempting^ 
^uch a Work, fe^med utterly delpcrate, if 
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Bot quite exhaufted ; — in zMethodt t]be moft 
deArable to the Nation that could have been 
imagined ; without Any frefli feiFufiori of her 
own Blood, or embarrafling Obligation to her 
Neighbours : -- to a Degree, exceeding the 
moft fanguine Hopes of the Friends to the 
Conftitutiop ; all the Breaches that had been 
made in both its Parts being completely re^ 
paired; apd the Church ifi particul^^r fooii 
after guarded by fijch farther Securities, as 
Jiave (under the Protedtion of Heaven) pre* 
feryed Her DoArine, Worfhip, and Priyilegejs 
pnto this Day : —w^ith an Harmony and Con- 
currence of all Orders of Men fo marvellous, 
^at (in the Words of the Noble Hijiorian) 
** ** a IVIgn could not but wonder where thof? 
f * Reoplp dwelt that had done all the Mif- 
** chief, and kept the King fo many. Years 
** from the Comfort and Support pf fuch ex^j 
f* cellent Subjeas." 

Such a Rejioration no Man, poflefTed of a 
true Love fpr his Country, can well VecoUeft 
without fome Sentiments of Gratitude to All, 
who in any Degree voluntarily contributed to-^ 
ward It : Nor can vve eafily forget thofe true 
Patriots (One of them juft now mentioned) 
who,' notwithftanding the large Share that 
they had born with xhtiv Sovereign in his var 

a See Lord CJarendoiC^ Hift. 8vo Vol. laft. Page 761. 

rious 



;^94' i^Duty andVbjeSh of 



A. \ 



riQus Ajfildlionsy loved their Country and 
kngw its Interefts too well, to lay hold on 
theOpportunity, then' offered by the Temper 
qi the People, for complimenting Him with 
9 Settlement dangerous to Its Liberties. Yet, 
what Regard foever may be paid to the Me^ 
mory of fubordinate Inftruments, the Glory of 
^he Whole mufl: ever be referved for Him, 
who alone hafh the Hearts of Men at His Dif-, 
pofah AS the ^Rivers of Water : Who can turn 
their Fiercehefs to His own Praife^ 7^^ fay with 
Authority to the Raging of tYiis Sea alio, ^^Hi- 
** therto Jhalt thou come\ but no further : and 
V here Jhalt tUy proud Waves he flayed.^* 

T^^Af then bcmg the Hdyy whicH the LORD 
bat b^ made y well may niae rejoice and be glad in 
it. -Let it, however, be* remembered, What 
Sort of Joy and Gladnefs futh a Day calls for. 
When the LORD turned^ again, the Captivity 
(f Ziony we were like them that dream, faid 
the devout * Pfalmijl. And, if fomething of 
a like incoherent and tumultuous Rapture ap- 
peared, in the Conduct of our Forefathers, 
upon fo. fudden a Tranfition from the park- 
nefs of Deipair to the Sunftiine of Prolperity ; 
fuch irregular Traniports, before cool Reafon 
could well be heard, were lefs to be wonder- 
ed at; though the Luxury, Diflblutenefs and 

a Pfal. CXXVI. I. 
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Impfety, which too* gcherally flowed in ujpon 
the Nation at That Period, could not then 
be cxcufed, can hardly ever-fince be too miich 
lamented. But furely, it is high ^ime for Us,' 
at this Diftance^ to awake out of Steep. We, 
who enjoy the Bleflings then reftored, with- 
out having felt the preceeding Agonies, may 
view them with Sedatenefs, and fhould ac- 
knowledge them with Sobriety. Should our 
Thankfulnefs for fuch Mercies, betray us in-^ 
to any Excefs *n ourfelves, any Violence to 
onrBtethren, aiiy Undutifulnefs to our Go- ' 
vernours, or any Impiety towards God : ^/ 
fhch Rejoicing mtift be hot only evil in itfelf, 
btif on fuch an Occafion monftrpus. The 
Joy, which this Day requires, is a manly, 
decent, well-tempered Joy : a Joy condufted 
under the Fear />f GOD, and directed, as 
whatfoever we Do fhould be, to His Glory. 

2. When we have thus expreiTed our Zeal 
for our Country by devout Addrejfes to Hea^ 
ven for Its Pro/per ity *, it will next be proper 
to exert our own Endeavours by Seeking to 
Do it Good: that 4s,. by a cohftant Readinefs, 
in all proper Ways, to promote its' Welfare^ 
and, as its Exigencies appear to require, to 
contribute to its Support : Upon a due At- 
teiStioh to the Demands of our refpeiflive Sta- 
tionsy and the '^'O^ort unities' by Providence 
put in our Power. From 
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, From Peribns engaged in Office^ of Truft 
for the Community, Integrity will at all 
Tinjes^ and a proportionable Degree of Vigi- 
lance and Adivity will ordinarily, be exped- 
ed. T'hey have undertaken the Care pf the 
Publick ; which, therefore, is become their 
proper Bufinefs. And, though the Calls of 
the Publick for/ the Exertion of this Care 
will be moft in^portunatc ip Seafons of Dan^ 
ger ; one Way there is, whereby Men of E^ 
jmnence may, in the moft quiet Times, be 

^ pf fingular Service to their Country ; I mean, 
fey a Regard to Order and Virtue, and (for 
the fake of Both ) to Piety and Rdigion, as 
epnfpicuous as their Rank ^d St^ons* The 
powerful Influence of a good Example adds 
an Amiablenefs to their Authority, and gives 
Efficacy to their pubUck-fpirited Underta^- 
kings. But, without that, vain would be all 
their Pretences to Patriotifra, nay even their 
fincere Endeavours for their Cpuntry's Good, 
As to private Perfons 3 Their Activity and 
Zeal may, at certain Seasons, be more parti-» 

• cularly wanted : and then, the Concerns pf 
the Publick become in fome Meafurc their's 
alfo ; that is, in due Subordination to their 
Superiours, apd fo far as they are qualified tp 
exert themfelves ufefully.,' ptherwife, pri^ 
yate Meipbers pf any Cornmunity will gene^ 
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Mlly bef^ difcharge their Obligations to it by 
Studjfing to be ^et, and to Do their own -Bu^ 
Jinefsm It : Contributing thdr Ihduftry to 
the common Stock, without difturbing- the 
Induftrjr of their Neighbours 5 and without 
oftentatioufly or invidioufly afFe<3:ing an ex*- 
traofdinary Zeal^ where no extraordinary De*- 
mand appears for it. 

By what more particular Methods the Good 
of his Country may beft be purfued, muft be 
left to Each Maris Diferetion and Integrity 
to determine for himfelf. The Objeds to be 
kept in View have been confidered : And an 
honeft and good Heart will feldom be at a Lofs 
to difcern the plain Path that leads to them. . 
Permit me only to obferve in few Words ; 
that, ~ In what relates to Himfelfy th^ True 
Patriot, inftead of enervating his Body by vi- 
cious Indulgences, or over-clouding his Mind 
by habitual Excefs, will ftudy to preferve and 
improve the Powers of Both \ for this, a- 
mong other important Ends, that He may 
be in cohftant Readinefs to aflift his Country 
with his beft Services, wHenfoever they ftiall 
be propely called for by It : ~ In his Inter- 
courfe with his Neighbours*, inftead of fo- 
menting Parties, or /owing Difcord among 
Brethren ; by an upright and peaceable Con- 
duft, by removing Wants and relieving Dif^ 

treflcs. 
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.trefiev by fc^ifynig Prejadices aad reconci- 
Jmg J^ifiercnceSy He will dot his Part Xow^ds 
.di^ufijQig. Hannony and Happioefs all. around 
hiiii : — I)^ hj;s Behaviour, laiUy, toward His 
Superiouf^ and Govemcurs y inftead of either 
Jjef raying the Liberty of others for any pcr- 
fonal Adv^tage, or ufing his own for a Cloie 
of Malicioufnefsy He will, on Ae fteady Prin- 
5ciple oi fearing GOD, honour the King i and 
rWill confcientioufly ren^r to All their Dues ^ 
tribute to. whom I'ribute is- due, Cujlom to 
whom Cujlom, Fear to "whom Fear, Honour to 
whom Honour. 

Such, I;cpnceive, will be the general Con- 
duit ojF a real Friend to his Country, and 
fuch his Endeavours to promote Its true In- 
tcreft : Induced thereto for his Brethren and 
Companions* fakes, and becaufe of the Houfe of 
the LORD our GOD.- In Jhort, by eveiy 
Motive that can engage His Zeal, as He is a 
JSocial or a Religious Being ; as He is a Man 
oraChriftian. 

To conclude. Our Obligations to Pray for 

the Peace g^ our Jerufalem and to Seek Its 

. Good, are at all Times many and powerful, 

but more particularly urgent in critical Con- 

junftunes i and it is peculiarly becoming, on 

. ^his Day, fpr o\xx X^bes to go up, even the 

Uriba 
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^riks cf the LORD, to the "H^immy of If- 
rael, to give ^bauks unto the Name of tht 
XO-RD.— 3*^t then, in order to render our 
Pevotipns confiflcnt, and our Endeavours 
unifornii* we npkuft x%Qxfy every Thing amift 
in our Tenjpers i mortifying in particular tbofe 
fneanan4 felfifliXt^/^ or thofe boifterous and 
over-bearing Paffions, which were the chief 
Occafions of Confufion in the Days of owr 
Forefathers, and which are in all Times the 
moft ufual Pifturbers of PubUck Tranquil- 
lity. Be it our Ambition, by an honeft Ap- 
plication to the Duties of oar proper Stations, 
to ;bring in our refpedlive Shares toward the 
Plenteoufnefs of the Community; and, ac- 
cording to our fevcral Abilities, to contribute 
cheerfully and loyally to the Maintenance of 
that Order, and the Support of that Govern- 
ment, on which our Freedom and our Hap- 
pinefs in this World depends. Above all ; by 
a conftant and devout Attendance on the 
Worfhip and Ordinances of our Zion, let us 
fan&ify all our other Endeavours for Its Prof- 
perityy and efFedually recommend it to His 
Favour, whofe Kingdom ruleth over All. — So 
ihall our Aims for the Publick Good be 
rightly, diredled j and GOD, even our own 
GOD, jhall give us His Bleffing. And, when 
every Connexion with this our Earthly Coun- 
VqI; I. C c try. 
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try, when this Earth itfelf, ft>all be dijfolved: 
Wc fhall be admitted into full Poffeffion of 
• our Citizenjhipf. \iio\ir%vfM\ our Settlement 
truly fo called, in that better Country^ which 
is an heavenly, tha,t "Jerufalem^ which is above 
and is the Mother of us all: a City^ that 
alone is at ^ perfedb Unity in Itfelfi whence 
Party and Fa<5^ion are for Ever excluded ; 
where our Seljijh and our Social AfFedlions will 
be completely reconciled, becaufe infinitely 
fatisfied : For GOD Jhall be All in All! 

a Compare Phil. III. 20, Heb, XL i6. Gal, IV. 26. 
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' JeremiAhV* 3. fart t 

O LoRDj iirtf /IS/ time Eyes upon th& 
Truth? 

WE have in thefe Words a jpaf- 
fionate Exclamatioii of the Pro^ 
|)het ilpOft obferving the Del^ 
of EHvine Vengeance updn itft^ 
jwdus tind fnfcorrigiblc Men. That Perfons cif 
this Charaifter diotfld betray no Signs of Re*- 
jnret or tJneafiftef| tinder Divine Chaftifc- 
tnents, but fliould be permitted to triumph 
oter ihetii in Afftucnce arid Splendour; was 
a Confidcratton which Jeems to have dwek 
touch ttpon hrs Mind. S'hou baft firkkm 
tbem (f^s fie) iMt tbty htme not |rfVw^;-^ 
^irey have made tbieir Faces barJer than n 
l^ock^ tbey bave refujid to return. He was, 
in general, well fatisfied, that the Difpenfe- 
tions of an AH-perfedl Being towards hi« ra- 
tional Creatures nauft needs be agreeable to 
the Meafures of Truth and Redtitude. And 
. . . . accord- 
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accordingly, we find him in ■ another Place 
acknowledging that, tAehoKV was Righteous^ 
But ftill to reconcile the Appearances oi prof- 
ferous Iniquity and Piety irt Dijlrefs with the 
Jufticc of the gfeat Governor of the Univerfe, 
was an Attempt in which he found himfelf 
not a little cmbarraffed : He defires to talk 
with God concerning His yuigments : Where- 
fire doth the Way of the^ Wieked proJperS 
Wherefore are all they happy that deal very 
treacheroufly ? 

, Npr was the Prophet "Jeremiah'^ Gafe-fii^^ 
gular.in this Refpcia. The prolperous Con- 
dition of many'dbilinate Sinners has in all 
AgeSt efpecially be§)re the cl^ar Difcovery of 
^hat Life and Immprtaiity which has been 
brtfught to Light by the Oofpd^ been a mighty 
Stumbling-Blocjc to niany Thoughtful Mqu 
The devQut Pfalmijl confcfies^, that, .whea 
^He faw the Ungodly in fucb Profperity^ hif 
Feet were almoji gone, his Treadings hadwellr 
nigh Jlipt: And again, after a long Eoumerar 
. tion of their various Succefles ; Lo, ^hefk an 
the Ungodly i Thefeprofper in the Warldy and 
^thefe have Riches in Poffefjionl And I faid, 
then have I cle^nfed mine Heart in vain, — and 
.waped mine Hands in Innocency I So agam, 
;the Prophet Habbdkuk could not but conclude 

' aCh. XIi; !• bPfalfLXXlII. %, 3.' cVcr. rt. ' 

from 
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from His Notions of the Divine Nature and 
Attributes^ that. * JE2? muji be of purer Eyes than 
to behold Evilf or look on Iniquity without In* 
dignation and Abhorrence: But wherefore 
then (fays He) hoke^ Thou upon them that 
deal treacberoujly ; andboldeji Hby Tongue wbile 
the Wicked devoureih the Man that is more 
Righteous than He ? 

Thoughts of this Kind do indeed but too 
naturally arife in the Breads of ferious; and 
cfpecially of difcontented Perfons, ^ '* That 
*' it Jhould be well with the Righteous^ and ill 
** with the Wicked,'* is the Voice of Rcafon, 
and the Voice of Revelation : And when we 
find it fo frequently contradided as it feems 
t6 b? in Faft and Experience i though we do 
not prefehtly give up the Belief of God's Su- 
perintending Providence, nor quit our No- 
tions of the Equity of His Dealings with 
Mankind 5 yet our Aflent becomes weakened 
with Doubts and cbgged with Difficulties ; 
we are tempted to fret ourfelves becaufe of the 
Jjngodly, and to cry out with the Prophet in 
the Text, — O Lord, are not Thine Eyes upon 
the Truth? 

rlt may not therefore be improper to confi- 
der this Matter a little more particularly i ancj 
that the Ways of Providence may be juftificd 

aHab.L 13. b liau ill. lo, ii. 

t9 
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to the Rcafon of Mah, that neither ^(iod 
Men may be dgeftcd nor diiheartened itt 
their Obedience, nor bad Men encouragecl 
kndi hardened in their wicked Courier > 1 fhaH 
endeavour, 

I. Fir/i, To bbviirtc the Objeaiott ftgainft 
God's Moral Government of the Wwld 
arifidg froln the Dtlty <rf" His Vbegeiuice, 
and the present pfofperobs Condition of 
fome ioipitmtent Sinners. 

II. Secondfy, To prove more direaly th& 
Righteoiifnefs of God's Gov6rnfnent df 
the Moral World,; and that notwith- 
ftanding any prefcnt Appeafaftces to the 
contrary. He will hever fuffer Perfe* 
verance in Goodnefs to reenain filial^ 
unrewarded, nor Impenitence in Wick- 
ednef; to e&ape finally unpttAiihed^ 
And then 

HI. nirdfy. To conclude with a few ufc- 
ful Inferences for the Regulation of our 
Condudly arifirig froto the prefect Snb- 

But before I proceed to obviate the Ob- 
je(9:ion againft God*s Moral Government of 
the World arifing from the Delay of His 
Vengeance, and the prefent pro^reiis Con- 

ditfon 
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ditioitjof ibrac impenittnt SkitierS> let m« 
preoiiic a oeceflSny.Gift/ilM and fuch as was 
Bevermore fcafeoabk than at prefent againfl 
t9d iglreat Forwandiiefs in examibing^ and^l^ 
pectidly: too: great Prefainption ih eeAfuring 
thd,.Ways of Proridciftce. It is become fafti-^ 
loiiable tfof* Men to fpeak with the &.Yne F^« 
ftSiHatity t>f 0&d'& Mfcthods of Ading, as if 
They 'wcW of His Cbinicil^ or H^ wrrejucb 
aniowem^ifeMffdvBts: to proitouhclb pcremp*- 
tdd]^ iand decifiveiy.9 in whstt Mahtier H€ 
m^ 4i£t, En any gitren Cafe ; tiltid that if Hn 
flnnddnot fo adl^ He xVodd proceed driitra^ 
rily and mijmflly: Strange Preilufdption this^ 
itiCtintnres^ffi Day/ ^'hofcarce take in the^ 
minvt^ P^rt of the Scheme of providence, 
And yet pretend to pais Sentence M^h thi 
^iroti of it f i willMit point oot any other In- 
ftaiKe$ <rf' this Kind, of which the Vanity of 
thb haman Mind^ is but too unhappily pro^ 
duidlive r eyen in dinfctS Oppofitton to the 
Word Df Cod. But, to go no farther than 
the X^t before us. Here the Difficulty pro- 
t:ted$ on Suppofition of feme nntqual Allots 
Dient of Mens Conditions and Circumftances 
td their reai -Ch^aShrs ; And ^et, with re- 
gftihl bwh to tht teal Charaftcrs aad to th^ 
Condition s of parliculat Perfons, we are always 
liable to Mifiakes^ and -are often wholly i^no^ 

rant. 
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rant. Mens Charadfcers are of fb . complf-*' 
cated a Nature, and are capaUe of fo many 
Diiguifcs, that They may often appear in a 
Light very different to that unerring Judge 
• who looketb on the Hearty from that in which 
they are viewed by us who can y2^ no farther 
than the outward Appearance. And as to 
Mens Conditions or Circumflances^ ^ wba 
knoweth what isj upon the whole. Good for d 
Man in this Life ? who can tell, whether the 
fame Difpenfation which we place to the Ac- 
count of Profperity may not really be a Snace 
and a Curfe I or whether what we look upon 
as a fore Calamity may not, by Him who 
views it in its whole Extent , begracioufly in- 
tended for, and finally rendered a BlefEng.— 
In a Cafe then, wherein we. are ignorant of 
fo many Things, the Knowledge of which is 
neceffary to our forming an exadt Judgment, 
it mud: very ill become us to pronounce rafWy, 
or to "" let our Mouth he hajiy to utter anf 
Thing againfl the Divine Proceedings : Gap 
is in Heaven and we upon Earth ; therefore 
ftiould our Words ^ of this Kind efpecially, k 
few. 

However I Tpeak not this in order to c- 
vade the Difficulty which I have undertakca 
to obviate. Let it be fuppofed, as it cannot 

a Sam, XXVI. 7. b Ecd. VI. 1 2. c Eccl. V. z- 

indeed 
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indeed be denied, thatfome Good Men (Good» 
I nt^ean, in fuch a Senfe as any frail Mortals 
can be faid to be fuch) are a$ miferable, and 
ibme Bad Men, as happy as the outward 
Circumftances of this Life can render either 
of them refpeftively. Yet God has not left 
Himfelf without Witnefi^ in the Iiiftance now 
under our Confideration : Even wc, fliort- 
iighted as we are, can yet afHgn fevtral good 
Reafons'for the Difpenfation before us. But 
. as it is needlefs to urge all the.Reafons that 
might be mentioned on this Occafion, I fhall 
only enlarge upon thefe three following; 

I. . That the Prolperity of wicked Men in 
JofAe Inftances is an unavoidable Confequence tf 
the prefent State of Things^ and particularly 
of Man. 

2. That the immediate Punifhment . of 
wicked Men in allCzks would be inconfftent 
'with the Rewardablenefsy if not the very Being 
of Human Virtue. And 

3. That fuch an exemplary Vengeknce, pre- 
fently inflidled, would, as Matters now ftand, 
be inconjifent with the Happinefs even of Good 
Men. 

I. As to the fii'ft of theft, let it be noted, 
that hy Projferity I here mean not fo much 

the 
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the inward En^yfftent as Ae wiwardPtfffeffbit 
of the Good Things of I/ife. And how ncocf* 
fery a Confequende it is of the prefent State t>f 
Things that fome Wicked Men ihotiM be itl 
Jucb Pr^J^erityi will not need many Words to 
evince it. 

'Tis obvious to obferve, that, as long as 
human Nature contihues the fame it tiovfr is, 
fome Men will by an ill tJfe of their Free- 
dom opprefs and defraud others. And j as long 
as the Nature of Things is the fame, ftich 
Oppreflioti and Fraud Ihall bfe attended, at 
leaft, in fame Iriftances, with the Riches and 
Profperity of the OppreiTor, and the Poverty 
and Want of the Opprcffed. Cafes of this 
Nature may more frequently be expected, if 
it be confidered, that wicked Men extend 
their Views no farther than the prefent Life^ 
and may therefore be fuppofed defirouft to 
make the tnofi of it: befides thai they hxst 
gained fo compleat a Mafteiy over ReaJbn 
and Confcience, as to be cmder few or fw 
Reftraints in Worldly Purfuits. Now foeh 
Men muft, in the ordinary Courfe of Things 
at Icaft, fometimes fucceed in their Purfuics 
after this World's Goods ; and that too m 
Prejudice of Thofe, whofe Principles reftrain 
them from any indifedt Methods df feeking 
idie», and wlioie exalted Views raiib iSxm 

' far 
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^ ibaye any great Concern abou^ either the 
getting or the peeping of thens. And to ex^ 
jpeft th« fucb P<;rfons (hould in m It^anct^ 
J^rq/^r would be to cxpcdt that, either the 
JLaw; of Nature ihonld be continually fuf- 
pended^ or that the Freedom of Mans Wilt in 
deterouniag Hif Anions fbQuJd be d^royed^ 
I would, however, by no Means here> be 
linderAood to infinuate^i that Gon has fo far 
put the Difpofal of Men's Affairs, or the 
Succefs of their Purfuits, out of His own 
IdUnds as to leave Himfelf no Power of iii* 
terfering with, no Right of fuperintendence 
over the»iv No. ^Ht that Jiilktb. the Ragifi^ 
^ the Sea J md the Noije of its Wavesy can 
jdfo whenfoever He pleafetfaj and (no doubt) 
often Jhth fee fuch Bwndf t^ the Fury of the 
Opprejgr as it canmt p4fi. And fliould Wo 
%t any Time ^fee the Qfpr^ate of the Poor, 
and violent perverting of Judgment and Juf-^ 
tice in a Province i We muft »«£ marvel at 
the Mattery but may reft fatisficd that Ih 
that is higher thum the higheft regardeth^ and 
fbat there he higher than ^hey. But then, that 
He ibould on all Occaj^ns mtGnpoiCj always 
prevent Thofe Evils, which Man by an ill 
|Jfc of His Free(|om wHl bring upon Himfelf 
(Mr His Fellow^ Creatures ; th^t is^ that He 

a Pfal.LXV,.?. . k Ecciv/s. 

fliould 
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fhould firft cftablifli a regular Connexion be- 
tween Adions and their EfFedts> and then 
conftantfy fufpend Thefc Laws of His own 
framing ; or that He fhould firft give Man a 
Freedom of Afting and then render it of no 
Ufe by conftantly over-ruling it : This is fuch 
. a Proceeding, as the Attributes of God are 
fo far from requiring^ that ( if we have ary 
juft Notions about them) they cannot (idmif 
of it. 

The Truth is, * Time and Chance favour-i 
able Opportunities or unfavourable Accidents, 
happen to all worldly Affairs i God having 
wifely fo ordered Matters, that no human 
Methods of purfuing the Good Things of 
This World (hall be abfolutiiy infallible. The 
Evils which Good Men fuffer, and the Suc- 
ceiTes which Bad -Men enjoy, feem indeed, 
many of them, rather permitted than ordered 
by Providence. And if We confider the un- 
governable Defires and Paffions of fome, and 
the defenicelefs Condition of others; inftpad 
of entertaining hard Thoughts of God for 
permittng j^/«^ Inftances of Profperous Vil- 
lany. We fhall fee Reafon to adore His Good-» 
nefs for permitting no more. 

But perhaps it will be faid, "All This 
^« may be very true, in the prefent State of 

iEccJX.ji, 

Pfuman 
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5* Hjuman Affairs, and 'tis the very TJbmg com- 
f* plained of that it is fo. But might not a 
** Being of infinite Wifdom, who certainly 
**fprefaw This Confequence, have ordered 
** Matters otherwife from the Beginning ?'* — 
If fuch prefumptuous Queftions deferve a© 
Anfwerji, Thqy may receive zfufficient one, if 
it can be fhewn, 

2. That the immediate Punifhment of 
Wicked Men in every Inftance, would be in-- 
confifient with the Rewardablenffs, if not the 
very Being of Human Virtue, 

By Human Virtue I here underftand that 
Conformity of Temper and Behaviour to 
Truth and Right which is fuited to Man's 
prcfent State of Difcipline and Tryal. For 
as to That unfinning Holinefs which will be 
Man's Portion in his future glorified State 
(which is indeed to be a State of Reward 
n©t of Probation) I fay not that a^Removal of 
all Temptation would leffen its Excellency and 
Perfedion. ^^ut the Rewardablenefs of Man's 
.Virtue, in his prefcnt probationary State, 
muft (as far as We can form any Notion of 
Rewardablenefs) depend upon its being Mat- 
ter of Choice and fome Degree at leaft of 
Pifficulty and Self-dcniah And, as we fhould 
think it unreafonable^to be puniflied for fuch 
Anions or Omiflions as were the neceflary 

Refult 
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Refiilt of fcxne Force or C^mpuMon laid up* 
on Us : So would k be equally unrea£>nablc 
to hope to be rewarded for any fuch A<^ions 
or Omiffions^^ as proceed not from ouf free 
and unconstrained Option md Approbation of 
them. 

Nor let it be foppo&d, (hat This Observa- 
tion is applicalyle to the Cafe of Phyfieal or 
outward Force and Coiln^pulfipn only : iince it 
will be found in great Meafure true in rela** 
tion to (uch Hoft^aint$ or o\«r-bearing Mo* 
tives as influence^ in a^Morat, but fcarce more 
reiiftible Manner. I am very far from think- 
ing that all Moral Motives are inconfiftent 
with the Freedom ei Man's Choiec Yet 
certain it is, that They may be fb circumr 
Aanced as to amount to little left than an ir- 
refifliblc Conftraint, and to leave as Kttle 
Room fdr any commendable or rewardable 
Choice as Phyfical Force itfelf wouH leavt 
for it. 

For let us confider, what we mean by 
Phyfical or outward Force : Namely, foch a 
Force upon a Man's external Powers, the 
Powers of his Body, afe makes it naturally 
5mpofEble for him to do fuch an Afiion. 
5ut furely, fuch Motl^es may be fuppofed as 
fhall lay a like Rcftraint upon the internal 
"powers of bis Mind, as ihaJl render it mo^ 

rally 
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#Ally impoflible for him to make fuch a 
Choice. By the Farmer 2L Man is rendered in- 
capable of aBing in fuch ^ Manner ; by thd 
\ Latter^ Ije is left at Liberty to aSt fo^ if Htf 
ix)ill\ but then He is rendered incapable of 
wilKng any fuch Thing. For Inftance: A 
Madman in Chains is rendered incapable of 
throwing himfelf down from a Precipice^ by 
the outward Force rcftraining him: A fober 
Perfon is indeed under no fuch Reftrainti He 
may do this, if He will : But then He is un- 
der a Reftrdnt of another Kindj ifiafmdch 
as^^ He cannot nsill any Thing like it confift-i 
€ntly with thofe Principles by which fober 
Pcrfoiis conftantly and uniformly conduit their 
A<SlionSi 

To apply this to the Cafe before us. Let 
US fuppofe any AiSl of Sin, as Theft or Frauds 
or Oppreffion, inftead of ever facceeding {6 
far as to attain its purpofcd End, tvere to be^ 
by Gqd's original Appointment Or coriftant 
Interpofition, as certainly attended with fome 
txemplary Puniftiment, or even with Difap- 
pointmcnt, as that of a Man's throwing him^ 
felf down frotn a Precipice Would be with 
Death by the landing LaWs of Motion and 
AAion in the Material World. And what 
would be the Confequence ? Why, MeA 
ifrould indeed be left at Liberty to ccxiunit 
D d fucll 
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fucb Sins, If They fhould nvUliO do fp; bue 
then it would be morally impoffible for diectii 
to chufe to ad in that Manner > there beings 
on the Suppofition above^-mentioned, noPiin^ 
ciple in human Nature left to excite them to 
it. And what Rewardabkne^ coidd there be 
in reftraining from Sin upon fuch Tcrtos? 
Juft the fame there is in a fober Perfon's re- 
fraining from the AA above fpedfied, ( th^t 
of calling himfelf headlong from adangetottS 
Precipice) that h. None at aS. 
. What ha» been here &id amounts to thi^* 
Should God in this Ltfe^^ the Hoicked from 
the Juft, and cqnftantly Jind Darknefs upon 
^bofe whilji Tbefe bad Light in their Dwel^ 
lings ; fliould He foflfer no Ad of Iniquity to 
pro^er> much kfs to efcapc without an im- 
mediate Puniftimcnt : We may, indeed^ pre- 
fume, that Vice being fo eminently difcoun- 
tenanced, would have but few Votaries ^ and 
Virtue (if our beft Adlions could infucb Cir- 
cumftances defcrve that Nanae) would become 
popular and faihionaUe. But then, what 
Glory is it, if we keep never fo dole to our 
Duty whilft we are under a Moral Neccffity 
©f doing fo ? as we ofwift be if there is no 
Room for any Temptation to recommend 4 
Deviation from it ? 

Accordingly, in the prefent wife Diipofir 

tion 
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tfon of Things^ we are left tb the Influence df 
rationed Motives : Our Obedience is now * 
reafonaiie Service; a Servicei which is, nolt 
only in regard &f itt own Nature, but of tht: 
Principles lipon Whifeh Wfe perform it, perfeSi 
Freedom. Qodlinefs hias hidecd • tbt Promiji nf 
fAe L^t thai now is^ as wfcU as of that whkh 
is W €$me s and this Prbmife is fufficiently ful*» 
filled to perfuadi a rational Choice. At the 
ianle Tiole, However, the outward Advan^ 
tagefi of this Life ar6 not hconjiahtfy an- 
nexed, ib wholfy confined, to thA Fraftice of 
tttor Duty> but that they are capabk of being 
iet ill Gortipetition with it : And if They may 
(bmfetim^s ^>e obtained by an Adherence to 
Virtue, They muft alfo fometimes be parted 
With for the fake of it. *Tis true, even id 
this Cafe, Virtue and Piety have Ad^^antage^ 
infallibly annexed to them, which when fairly 
propofed and duly attended to, muft appear in- 
finitely preferable to any Thing we can forego 
for the Sake of them : Bat ftill thefe Advantaged 
Are out of Sights and are generally confidcred as 
ikl foihe Diftance from us ; whilft the Good 
't'hiiigs 6f this Life are always prefent with 
us, 2\vfzysfoliciting us. A confidering Mind 
ifttight, indeed, eafily conclude, that what is 

a X Tim. IV. S. ; . 

« 
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certainly future wilU one Time or other, be 
as certainly prefent : Yet he muft be a Strair- 
ger to Mankind who ihall imagine^ that fuch 
a Confideration will always and unavoidably 
have its doe Influence. It requures more 
Thought than Men are willing to exert, to 
ta give Prefence to Futurity, and (in this 
Senfe) to call the Things that are not^ as tbmgh 
they "were. Something, therefore, is requi- 
lite on our Part, in order to ^ve to the Re« 
wards of Virtue, and the Wages of Sin, thofe 
of them (I mean) which are abfolutefy and in^ 
faUibly annexed to each, their due Weight 
and Efficacy : Our Minds are to be kept in a 
proper Sitaation to difccrn and fubmit to their 
real Moment and Importance. And as the 
doing this has ibmething Voluntary in it^ \i 
will alfo (we may humbly hope) be acceptable 
n»ith God. 

Add to all this,, that many Moral Virtues^ 
many Chriftian Graces,^ owe their Exercife^ 
their very Beingy to the Difpofal of Things 
we are here vindicating. , Should God in this 
Life reward every ^ Man according to His 
Works I fliould He caiife His Sun to Jhine onty 
on the Good, and His Clouds to drop Fatnefs 
only on the Dwellings of the Righteous^ What 
would become of all thofe fliining Qualities 
of Courage and Con/lancy, of Patience and 

Per- 
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P^feverance, of Affiance and Refignation? 
Our Hope would then, in the Apoftle's Ex- 
preffion, be not Hopei and our Faith, of which 
fo many excellent Things are fpoken^ muft lofe 
the Province in which it difplays itfelf with 
moft Advantage, that of overcoming the 
World. . , 

With how little Reafon then is the Prof- 
perity of Wicked Men in This Life made an 
Gfejcftion agaifift the Wifdom of God's Ad- 
miriiftration, when fo many wife Ends of Pro- 
vidence are ferved by it, and when without 
fome Inftances of This Nature, there could' 
be no Room for Freedom of Choice, and 
by Confequence for Moral Good or Evil, Vir- 
tue or Vice, in the World ! -p— But, 

3. An cxadl Retribution of Vengeance 
here would be impradicable, becaufe, as Mat- 
ters now ftand, it would be inconfiftent with 
the Happinefs of Good Men. 

For (not to irifift on the Confideratlon, how 
unable the very beft of Men would be to Jiand 
before God, fhould He htfo'JlriSl as to mark^ 
and fb fevere as to punifli, every Thing that 
is done amifs 5 * a Confideration which. One' 
would think, fhould be fufficicnt to make all 
the Earth keep Silence before God ; not to in- 
lift on This, I fay,) it is very eafy to fhcw, 
how inconfiftent the immediate Punifhment 

of 
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of profcffcdly wicked Men, v\ every laftaace^ 
would be with the Happioefs of Thofe who 
may be called Good in a lefs ftri^^ I m.eai^ ia 
an Evangelical Senfe. 

Every confidering P?rfon rpkpft haye o^- 
ferved^ how xhfi Conc«as and Ipterefts oS 
Good and Bad Men, with regard to Tempo* 
ral Affairs, are interwoven widi each other. 
We are placed in fuch Circumftanc^ as nsako 
it neceiiary for Us \o depend upon oae ano* 
ther for Help and Afliilance; and in Coofe* 
^uence of That to form ouffdv^s ii|tp Socie^ 
ties. But then, fo nupfierovs ace the Co&« 
quefls of the Enemy of Manli;in4> that (ao- 
cording to the Apoftle's O^ftrvation) if We 
rcfolvc not in any wijk to keep Coipafanji, tQ 
have no Intercpurfe nor Dealpgs, « if(t& the 
Fornicators of This Worlds or tvitff th^ Covf^ 
tous or Extortioners, fee, tien mujk we neede 
go out of the World. So long as We contum^ 
in it, our Interefts muft be ftequently eoi- 
barked on the lansic Bottonx with X^^irs* ^ 
Ve muft fuffer or rejoice togethef with them. 

Again j the Goodnefe or l^iety of the Bcft 
of Men is no infallible Security againft v^ry 
different Qualities in their neareft Relat^ms^ 
^be Xi^e wMldfail me tofpeak of Jacob and 
of ^aron, of Gideon and: (f pi^ (f I)anM 
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mlfo and Samuei, and fevcral Holy Men re-» 
corded in Scripture, whom Wc find to have 
iad Sans that Jid not walk in Tbeir Ways^ 
Afidt had Sacred Scripture been filent in This 
Barticolar, daily Ohfervation would furniili 
UB with Inftances more than enough of the 
fantc Kind* And can we imagine the imm&r 
diate Deftrufi^on of the moft profligate Per- 
&as would leave no Uneafinefs in the Breafts 
of their fiurvrcing Relatioost how pious and 
vefigned foe^rer ? This, I fear, is a Pitch of 
Retignation too cxahed for This imperfeA 
fitace^ and referred for that, 'mbere Tbey nei^ 
t$er marry nor are giwn in Marriage ; where 
t^ere is no Paffi(Mi or Prejudice ; but wherie 
9^ Good Men, ihail, without Dimintition of 
liieir own Happinefs, acquie&e. m the jui{, 
tW fevere, DedAon^ of an impartial Jud^c, 
with regard to others. 

Tb6 Tmtk is, as human Nature appears 
ftt pr«fent, the better any Man is^ the more 
ibfceptibte is hor^ generally fpeaking, of the 
tender Inopreffions oi Pity and Uneaiineifs for 
the Calamities of Thofe abovrt Him. Were 
tlie near Relations of Good Men as Virtuous 
a^d as* PMfperoi» as Tbey could wi(h tbojfi 
to be; yet wiien They fhould look abroad 
into fuch a World as This is. They muft 
find their Benevolence and Compaflion be- 
come 
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come in fome Meafure a Pain and Grief ta 
them. That Goodnefs of Temper which CbriA 
tiaoity recommends^ as it makes ^Mm rejoice 
with them that da rejoice^ fo does it conffarain 
them to vfeep with them that weep^ and ob« 
lige Them to be in fome Degree affiiSed in 
aU wherein Thofe about them are aj^ed. 

So that, in fhort ; the immediate Punifh-^ 
ment of wicked Men could not he confined 
to themfelves, but would in many Inftances 
involve the Good and Virtuous in the fame 
Calamity: And by ^gathering up tbeHaret 
too haftily the good Wheat would almoft una- ' 
voidably be rooted up alfo with them. The 
Providence of God therefore fuifers both to 
*grow together until the Harvefti and, we 
have Reafbn to believe, frequency. ^Jpares 
the Wicked of this World pur«5y for the Jkkc 
(fthe Righteous that are ther^n^ 

Upon the Whole then, it appears, that 
Thofe hard Thoughts which fome good Men 
have been apt to entertaifi of the Divine Difr 
penfations are wholly groundlefs and uorea- 
fonable; our prefent Circumftances being (uch 
as make an exadt Diftribution of Rewards 
and Puniihments ( as far as We are able tp 
judge) both improper and imprafticable*. 

a Rom. XII. 15. b Matt. XIII. z^r ' c Jbid. 3Q. 

d Gen. XVin. 24. 

Let 
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Let us hence learn, to be modefl in our 
Cenfures of the Divine Providence; to be- 
lieve there miy be very good Reafons for His 
Mediods of Ading» tho' We do not prefentfy 
fee tbemi and, for ^l/uH Solution of all our 
Doubts, to vmt vifb Patience Uill we fee the 
End. 
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Lord, are not thine Eyes upon the 
Truth? ^r^ 

By Urutb We may here underftand 
l^hat Truth which is ibmetimes at-^ 
tributcd to A^ions^ or their Conform 
mity to Right Rcafon and the Laws 
of God ; and by the Eyes of the Lord being 
upon it^ may be meant. His having 9 pecu- 
liarly favourable Refpe<3: to thofe that praftife 
and promote it : The Providence and Infpec- 
tion of God is indeed over all His Works, 
being univerfal in its Extent, and defcending 
to the minuteft Particular; and in This Senfc 
^ the Eyes of the Lord are faid to run to and 
fro in the Earth beholding the Evil and the 
Good^ jBut then His Eyes are in a peculiar 
Manner over the Righteous i They are the Ob- 
jeds of His efpecial Care and favourable Rc- 

8 2 Chr. XVII. 9. 

gard, 
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|[ard> ^d muft be in a diAifiguiihiDg Maimer 
rewarded by Him. 

Thiy is a Dodrine which has ever beco^ 
in (be ^nerah admitted by the Tbioking 
Part of Mankind. And yet, we all know, 
many even good Men have been migh* 
tily perplexed by fome Appearances not ea^ly 
reconcileable with it, and particularly the 
pro^crous Condition of many Wicked and 
incorrigible Men. The Prophet in my Text 
feems to have been in Thefc Circumftances j 
gnd it rauft be owned. This is a Cafe, which 
may appear at firft Sight attended with Dif^ 
ficulties. * I'bat the Righteous Jbould b^ as the 
Wickedy rouft furely b^ izt from the Appoint-* 
upent of the Judge of all the Earthy a Judge 
"Whp can»oi b%t do ^ght. But, that the Rj^h^ 
fjeous (hoxild be (as They ffequently, at leaft 
with regard to outward Advantage?, appear 
to be) in a much i»orfe QonStim th^n the 
Wicked, that ^hilft the fornpi^r are deftitute% 
0fii£iedf tormentedf the latter fhould live in 
Eaic, Affluence, aQ4 Splendor : This is a 
State of Things, which a* Wc are to iroa* 
ginc, can never be perm^ted^ much lefs ©r- 
deredf by a Beipg whofe Eyes are^ upon the 
truths 

% Geu. xvm. 25. 

To 
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To relieve the Mind under this Difficulty, 
and in fbme Meafure to vindicate the Divine 
Proceeding in the Cafe before us, I have 
endeavoured, in fdmc former Confideration? 
upon this Subjeft, to fhew, that there are fe- 
veral very good Reafons aflignable for the Pen- 
•miffion of fuch a State of Things as is above 
foppofed : — And particularly, Ihope it has ap- 
peared, that the profperous Condition^ of Bad 
Men in fomc Inftanccs is but a natural Confe^ 
quence of the prefent Conjlitution of Tubings : — 
that if this r^r^A/ originally have been prevented, 
yet a more immediate and exemplary Ven- 
^ance upon Sinners in every Inftance, would 
have been inconffient with the Rewardablenefs^ 
if not the very Beings of Human Virtue: — And 
laftly, that fuch an cxadt Retribution muft be 
jmprafticable, as being inconfijient with the 
Happinefs of Good Men. However, for a 
fuller Vindication of the Divine Wifdom, I 
proceed, as I propofcd, to ihew 

!!• Secondly^ That though Providence may 
for the prefent fccm to take no Notice of 
the Good or Evil Aftions of Men, yet He 
will by no Means fufFcr Perfeverance in the 
former to ^o finally unrewarded^ nor Impeni-- 
tence in the latter to cfcape^Wi^ unpu- 
niihed. 

We 
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We read, thtt when, after St. P^^/had mr-- 
raeuloufly efeapcd Shipwreck, n Fiper fajiened 
U His Han J; the Bar^arianslooking upon him 
as under the Arreftof Death, prefently con- 
cluded, that, no dotibt this Man was a Mur- 
tberer^ wbom^ though he had efcaped the Sea^ 
yet Vengeance fleered not to live. A Conclu- 
fion the more remarkable, as we find it in 
the Mouths of thofe, who, probablyy having 
received no dire£f Notices of Things by 4ny 
divine Revelation^ may on that Account be 
lireibmed to have ipoken the Natural Senti^ 
ments of Mankind. And though their Con<^ 
ciuiion was certainly in this Inftance wholly 
groundlefs, and would in any Inftance have 
been too ra(h and unjufliiiable, yet it was 
drawn, how irregularly foevcr, from this jujl 
Principle, That Vengeance purfues the Guilty. 

It always docs foi and.frequently, though 
not always, overtakes Him in the prefent. 
Life* The Pfalmijl^ after having told us. His 
Complaints upon the undeferved Succeffes of 
wicked and ungodly Men, proceeds to in- 
form us, how he obtained Satisfadtioa in thii 
l^articular. It leems,^ He found upon further 
Obfervation, that * God had Jet them in Jlip< 
pery Places^ in order to caji them down and 
dejlroy them. And in another Place, / have' 

aPfalLXXIIIviS. 

feen 
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^feen the Ungodfy in great Pd^er, dnd Jl^i^ 
rijbing like a green Baty^Tret. But what fol- 
lows ? I went hy^ andh he was gone / Ifougbt 
bim^^hut his Place could no where be fhundl 
Providence frequently rcferves the Wicked 
unto the Day ofDefiru^iom and permits thetti 
in the mean Time to be more remarkab})r 
profperous^ that they may become more eon^ 
ipicuous Monuments of His Vengeance. 

Tis an Obfervation of the wife Man, that 
Biches gotten by Vanity ^ that is, by indired 
MeanSf Jhall be diminijhed% There is a Curie 
attends the Acquifitionsof tVaud and Oppref^ 
lion, which makes Riches, thus acquired, 
make to tbemfelves Wings and fled away unac-* 
countably and almoft imperceptibly. ^ As a 
Partridge Jitteth on Eggs and hatcbeth them 
not, faith the PrOphet, fo He that getteth 
Riches and not by Right Jhall leanao them in the 
^idjl of his Days, and at His End Jhall be a 
Fool. Numerous arc the Inftanccs recorded 
in Scripture, wherdin this Truth is verified : 
And though we arc but too apt to multiply 
Inftanccs of this Kind within our own Ob^r- 
vation, yet in fome Cafes the Arm g/'the Al- 
mighty hfo bare that we cannot but fee iti 

t WaI, XXXVH. 35.-36. b Jcr. XVn. n. 

and 
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«i!id.Mdti^il^tiiftiflimeht as vrell as Their Guilt 
io notorious^ that we are obliged to fay, ^hh 
J^stbCbh ^ew, and cannot hut perceive tiat it 

However,^ ^fter ali^ it muft be owned that 
no Man can certainly know Good or Evil from 
gzO that is before Him: And therefore, in or- 
der to prove our Pofition fully and inconteAi- 
bly. We arc often obliged to enlarge our 
Profpedfc, and to look forward into another 
Sfcene of Things beyond This prefent World : 
A Scene, in which when it fliaU be opened, 
an the feeming Irregularities of This now 
before Us will be fuUy adjufted. The ff^icked 
may, and fometimes do, according to Holy 
yoi*s Obfervation, * live, become old, yea are 
might f in Power : Their Seed is ejiablijhed in 
their Sight f and their Offspring before their 
JB.yes: Their tloUfes are fafe from Fear, nei^ 
tier is the Rod of GoD upon them. All This 
is readily owned in fome Inftances to be per- 
mitted, and fuch Permiffion has, I hope, been^ 
confidently with the Equity of Providence^ 
in good Meafure accounted for. But the 
Difficulty hence arifing entirely vanifhes, 
when We go on to enquire in His emphati- 
cal Words, ^ What is the Hope of the Hypo^ 

^ a Job XXL 7. l^JobXXVlly. 

eriie 
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erite^ tbJ be bath gmmi^ ^»ben GkM^ tak^h 

j away bis Soul I 

\ That there will be anotber life in ndiictt 

We ihall be called to an Account of our Ac* 

I tions in Tbis^ is a Truth which We need 

I hardly go out of ourfdves for a full Proof of. 

[ Every one who in the leaft reflefts upon 

what paiTes within hinit muft be confcious to 
himiclf, that He is capaUe of exerting or 
fufpending His Powers of A£tion» that is> 
that he is at Liberty to aA or not to a€k up 
on particidar Occafions : He muft feel al£>, 
that He holds this Freedom dependently up- 
on fome fuperiour Beings to whom He is ac-^ 
countable for His good or ill Vi^ of it : And 
from His being liable to give an Account of 
His Adlions> He can fcarce mifs of inferring 
This Natural Concluiion^ that He fliall cer**' 
tainiy, one Time or other, be caUed upon to 
give an Account of them. 

Again : If no Account is to be given here- 
after, whence th^t continual Expedtation^ that 
Immoveable Apprehenfio^, of a future Rec* 
koning ? whencfe that Jay^ ajwl Satisfaddon 
whicfi fpring up in a Man's Breai): .upon a 
Cohrcioufnefs of his having ad;ed lip to the 
Dignity of his Nature, to the. Didatss of 
right Reafon, and the Obligations of Duty ? 
whence, on the otberJHand, duit Gloom and 

Horrour 



TFkked Min €onfidtred. 43 1 

Horrour that fits upoii the Mind, whence 
that fearful Liking for of Judgments that 
haunts the Privacy and difturhs the Repofe> 
of the mofi fecret Sinners ? Whence, I fay^ 
but from the great Author of our Bei)ig, 
wKo in order to fecureotir Convidion atfd 
engage our Remenibrance of this moft im^ 
portaiit Truth, has gracioufly implanted in 
our Breafts thefe undoubted Pr?iages> thefe 
intimate Aflurances of it ? 

If l^ucation and Cufiom fhould be (as They 

fomctinles have been) affigned as the only 

Caufes of this Appearance in the Moral World; 

We muft have Leave to fay, that fuch Caufes 

are far -from being equal to fuch an Effedi^^ 

However, if They v«rere, may We not aflcj 

whence fprung This Cuftom ? or^ what gave 

Occafion to This Method of Education ? 

Had They a good Foundation ? or had They 

none? If the former, the Thing is granted 

that We are contending for* And furcly, to 

fay the latter is to pay a very- extraordinary 

Compliment to ThatReafon, forthe Strength 

flbd Sufficiency of which Thefe'Perfcms ge^ 

flerally aflfcdt to be Advocates: it being ifa 

fiifea: to fay, that this boafted Faculty has 

neveryct been able to get the Maftcry. ov^4r 

Men's, Prejudices and P]repofleffions : But that 

Thef^ have unherfally feared Men with a 

E e fooliOi 
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feoU(b an3 groundldfl Appnib^tieiti of £bi»$ 
Future Judgmcnt» which thfiir RoafoQ joixgixt 
have told them was onBtifdLjr. without Fooa-^ 
dation. 

. For we muft obfevYc fiirther> tibat noi: oiil]0 
the Vulgar and Ignoeant^ hat Men of thor 
g^eateft Difcernment and Ptoetr^Mion^ hare 
fljl along entertdmcd a ftrong Prcfunoiptktti o£ 
an AfAer-JRtchning^ And if fome loftx ?«-% 
tenders to Freedom tB* l^Aiidattg'WW^^ a£ ai^ 
Time be talking big of having transit under 
J^oat the Feara of Future Punifldmonkti yc« 4 
Fit of Sickncfa^ or pcrhapa the aott Fl*fl» of 
Lightniag, confuted all thefe greet ffsielting 
H^ordsy and cxpofed their Vanity. InF^ 
die more thoughtful anjr Men have heQQ> th^ 
OTOBc. firmly they have ew«r finsmd thecofeLves 
kttached to this Notion; the more \}{^ thay 
tiava ibado of theiir Reaibn tbe^ n&ove fbrcihit 
iias been iheir Conviftioii of it. But fiss^ 
i^ithis beeiktf Prejudice ofRducatwn onlj^ it 
tnuft feem. flrange that the ^me Rea£ba which 
ittijabicdMenicto conquer dlx)tbep Prejudices^ 
•(houM..onlyLi:£z;^r«f /i6fiK» in /^ Yet dias 
:ha$ all along: beecL the Cafe; :We. a&ttfbtbeea^ 
fore^ concluck^ thafi the Appi»h«nfioQ of £me , 
;Future State of Rewardsrand Puoifhrnents,. is 
I'jQot x>ccafiened by ^uAooLor JSducatioii ojilji^ 
:■ 1 "1 . f i : X. . '■ • ". . X . .&ttt 
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but founded in the Nature^ and agreeable XA 
the jufteft Rcafon of Man. 

Thus we might have argtie^ upoti rkerety 

tUtknd Principles; but We Chfijiians hav« 

ftill flirongef AflUrances in this AfTait. Ifhe 

Scripturc-Repfefentations of Goi>'« Provii-* 

dence with Relation to Mankind afe very 

Worthy of our Obfcrvation. He is there fi-^ 

gHred out to us under the Reprefentation of 

ftn • HouJb(fideri *mh6 planted a Vineyard^ anikl 

it out J and went into afai^ Country : — of ail 

* tiujtk^ndmanf ioboftiffered tbe ^ares and tbi 

Chod Wheat to grom together until the Time of 

Harueft i but at the Tiime of Harvejifaid to 

the Reapers, Gather the Tares in Bundles td 

iurn themi but gather the Wheat into mf 

iBarn ;-*--and laftly^ of ^ a Lord, who gave unto 

His Servants Talents of different Value ^ and 

ijfter a long Ahfence came and reckoned with 

4bem. The plain Meaning of which Repre- 

fentations is this : That though Providence 

feems ordinarily to he at fome Dijiance, as hof 

^ijiblyy or in ^judicial Way interpofing in the 

frefent Life ; yet that there is a Time ap^ 

|>roaching, when He will come to reckon with 

usf and make us final Allotments of Happi-' 

fieft or Mifery according to our Care or oui* 

^^lig^flcei^ olrferving the Inftruftions given 

aMatt. XXm. fiXdemXIU. cUetnXXV. , 

£e a usj 
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us, atid improving the Talents committed td 
our Truft. 

/ The Truth is, the Dodrine of a Future 
Judgment is one of the moft diflinguifhing 
Djoftrines of Revealed Religion, moft frc* 
qu^ritly repeated, moft fully explained. The 
Evidences of it ftiine forth in every Part of 
the Gofpel : And every Proof of Chriftianity 
'(as many irrefragable ones there are) is a De- 
monftration that * nve muft all appear before the 
JudgmentrSeat of Cbrijl\ that every one may 
recehe the Things done in His Body, according 
to that He hath done, whether it be Good or 
Bad. 

And certainly, this View of the Scheme of 
' Providence is abundantly fufficient to folve all 
the Difficulties appearing in that fmall Part ^ 
of it we fee in this World, Were the In- 
ftances of profperous Villany, or of diftreffed 
Innocence, more numerous than they are, yet 
the Revelation oj the Righteous Judgment of 
God, muft be a full Anfwer to every Objec- 
tion of this Sort. The Wifdora and JuftiCe 
of God in permitting the Wicked ^fometimes 
to receive their Good Things and the Righteous 
Evil Things in this ftiort Life, appears fully 
acquitted, if we take into our Account this 
Coniidcration/ that in the Life to come, af 

a'lCor. V. 10. " b Cuke XVX 23, 

. . Life. 
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Ilrife endlefs and a State unchangeable, Theft 
Jhall be comforted^ and Thofe tormented. 

Having now, I hope, in a good Meafure 
vindicated the Difpenfations of Providence in 
Relation to the Good Things of this prefent 
World; I proceed, as I propofed, 

HI. l'Mr4fy 2^di Lajifyy To cjravv fpme ufe^ 
ful Inferences, for the Regulation of our Lives, 
from what has been faid. — And 

I. Let the promiicuous Difpofal of Tem- 
poral Goods teach us to take ajuji EJiimate of 
their Worth, and to regulate our Purfuits aj^^ 
ter them accordingly. 

When the wife King Solomon had freely 
tafted of all the Enjoyments that this World 
could afford, * having exceeded all the Kings of, 
ihe Earth for Riclfes and for Subjiance, He at 
Jaft, very deliberately, ^ pronounces all Things^ 
to be V'anity and Vexation of Spirit. A true 
iand juft Determination this 1 a Determination 
worthy of the wifeft of Men. And yet per- 
haps, fcarce any Thing contributed more to 
this His Perfuafion, than his having obfervccj 
that * j4ll Things came alike unto all. There is 
(fays He) one Event to the Righteous and to 
the Wicked, to the Good and to the Clean and 
to the Unclean ; to him that facrificeth and to 

a I Kings X. 23, b Eccl. I. 2, &c. Idem IX. 2. 

bim 
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bim that facr^cetb not^ h^. Aod then h9 
fubjoins : ^ Tibis is an Evil among all Tbin^gs 
done under the Sun. 

This is, indeed, aCoodufion very natu* 
rally ariiing from fodi an Obiervation. For 
who can be in Love with a World, of who^e 
Pofleffions the leaft dcferving have fo fre- 
quently the largefl: Sh^e; and wherein the 
beft often meet with the worft Treatment? 
Is it to be imagined that, if Riches and Af-- 
fluence^Pcwnp and Grandeur were Man's ^0- 
^ Good, Gop's greateft Favourites would 
fb frequently be deftitute of them ? Or that a 
wife and juft Being would fcatter real Favours 
with an undiftinguifliing Hand, and make no 
more, nay, oftentimes lefs, Frovifion for Hi$ 
Friends than His Enemies i 

Hence then let us learn, how little ValM 
is fet upon fuch Enjoynients by the all-wifd 
Difpofer, and {ronfequently how fmall a Share 
^f our Regard they really dtferve. If we hav* 
but a fmall Allotment q( this World's Goods, 
kt us not be difheartened as if we were out of 
God's Favour, or concerned as if we werede^^ 
prived of any Thing abfolutcly neccffary to 
ftur being happy : Iffhe Lot befallen to us in 
fifair Grounds and we have a goodly Heritagei 
\^ ys (bqnk the J^ord for giving us IFarningt 

f^EccI,IX. 3, 
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tnd be miridful bf uur Danger, iradier diah 
ftkted with 'oot Hap{siaeisL Let us-look upod 
Temporal Oobd Things with the IndiiRrenci 
of Traveiiers rather than With tbe-Acquief- 
cenoe of Owners; always confidering them 
rather as the praper Rew^ands of oUr Virtue j 
rlther as Taients entruftcd with u« by out 
Lord and Mailer, than as any. fare Marks ^ 
His Favour. — And this fuggefts to us, 

2. That the promifcuous Enjoyment of 
Temporal Advanttgcs by Good and Bad Men 
Ihould teach us tt> beware of cenfuring others 
t^piy on Account of the Went of them. 

The ieaft Acquaintance with Mankind will 
inform us, what great Need there is of this 
Caution, whfcn any Difappoihtmcnt, efpeci- 
ally any remarkable Afflii^ion, befals a Man^ 
tuch a Stroke occafions many Obfervations in 
the Ndighbouihbod where it happens : How 
^OiVft are cur Thoughts on fuch Occafions! 
Ht)W talhly do they fet themfelves to judge, 
and'upon how flight Evidence to condemn the 
unhappy Suflferer! not queflioning hy^t^ this 
Man muji have been a Sinner above the reft of 
His Neighbours^ becaufe He has fufferedfucb 
things. 

But now, if (as we have feen) the beft of 
Men have their Calamities as well as the word, 

a Luk. XVIII. 2. ' ' 

how 
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howgromidlefs maft fuch Cenfures i^entimes 
be ! When we daily ohferve that ■ tbere are 
Wicked Men to nobom it happenetb according to 
the Work t^ the Righteous^ and Good Men t$ 
whom itbappenetb according to tbe Work of the 
Wicked \ CO take our Eftimate of any Man's 
Sins niercJy from His Sufferings, muft furely 
ht a.Pra(^ice highly abfurd-and irrational. If 
we will take our Bleffed ^ Saviour* s Advice, the 
TJfe we fhall make of other Mens C^amities 
will be very different from this : Inftead of con- 
cluding the unhappy Sufferers to have been 
Sinners above their Neighbours. We (hall be 
induced ourfelves to repent^ leji we liiewife 
ferijb. \ 

Let us not tben judge one another any moref 
hut judge tbis rat be r^ tbat every Man fear cb 
and try His own Ways^ and turn unto tbe 
Lord. This we (hall all fead to be a "Work 
as difficult as 'tis neceffary: Our own Hearts 
will prove deceitful and wicked enough to cm- 
ploy our moft diligent Re(earches. We (hall 
find little Leifqre to judge our Brotber^ andlefs 
Jnclination to ^fit at nought our Brother^ if 
we purfiie this Reflexion tq its proper CoQ- 
feqiicnces, — Hbat nve muji all Jland before the 
Judgment-Seat of CHRIST!^ And this 
brings me to infer 

H Eccl. VIII. 14. b Luk. Xin. 3 c Rom. XIV. !©• 

3, From 
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3. From the Certainty of a Fature- Judg^ 
ment^ how poor an Encouragement prefent Im^ 
pumty is far Continuance in Sin* 
^\hxidL yet, an Encouragement it ijs (we all 
know) but too powerful and prevailing. The 
Young Sinner fteps forward in. the Paths of 
Sin with Diffidence and Hefitation. His cor- 
rupt Inclinations are as yet but weak; and his 
Apprehenfiona of Danger ftrong: And if h^ 
pat forth his Hand and take of the forbidden 
Fruit> he tafles of it with Fear and Tremblings 
But when he finds it not only delightful to the 
Eye zxAfweet to the Tafie^ but that his Eating 
of it is not attended with any immediate bit- 
ter Confequences ; 'tis then He ventures to 
repeat the forbidden, but harmlefs, Repaft, 
• to hide it under his Tongue as afweet Morfel, 
and to feed bimfelf without Fear. Thus ^ be^^, 
cau/e Sentence againji an Evil Work is not ex-^ 
uutedfpee£ly^ the Heart of the Sons of Men 
becomes y hy Dep^^tSf fully fet in them ta do 
E^il. Repeated Provocations and repeated 
Efcapes make them flatter therofelves there 
is nothing fo formidable in the Vengeance 
they have hitherto been awed by, as they 
were taught to .imagine ; till, arrived at the 
Jiighcfl Pitch of Imjpiety, they cry out, Tujh^ 

ii j:ccl. VIII. ^1. l)Pfal. X. II. 

Gop 
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Otofi iati forgotten i * Be iiietb tmay His 
IP ate ^ and He will never Jee kf 

^ But, take Seed, ye unwtfe among th^ PHh* 
pk! Obf Te pMlSf wbenitnllTt underfi^ftdf 
^Ihtbat panted tbe Bar, Jbdl He nnbetr t 
or He tbat made tbe Bye, pall He not fief 
Be tbat nurturetb tbe Heatben fit is He tbat 
teacbetb Man Knowledge) JhaU He not fumfb ? 
Undoubtedly He will: And wU take Ven- 
geance on Thofe xnoft efpecially whom Hi* 
Long-Suffering cannot lead unto Repentance i 
who, bccaufe He boids bis Tongue, and does not 
{peedily reprove tbem and Jet before tbem tbe 
Tbings tbat They bave done, do therefore 
tbink wickedly, tbat He is evenjucb a Ihort* 
%hted, weak, and panid Being as tbem/hhes. 

Say not tben, •* * / bavejinned, and v>bai 
" Harm batb happened to me T' For tbe Lokn, 
how long fiiffering foever, mil in no wife kt 
tbee go. Divine Vengeance will iboner 6t 
later, overtake every impenitent Sinner 5 and 
then, fuch an one will find but fmallComfirft 
from that Forbearance which encouraged him 
to treafure up Wratb againjl tbe Day of Wrath 
That Vengeance will not then be thought t6 
have been long in coming, which when once 
ixmie, 15 to lafty^r Kver! But, ' 

% Pfal. XCIV. », 9, to. b Ibid L. 5. c tcdus. V. 4. 

4. Laftly, 
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4* Laftly, Let the AiTurance of the Re^ 
ward attending Perieverance in Righteoufnefs 
firtijy us againji all Difficulties ^e may meet 
vdti in and for it. 

The Difcouragements attending our Chrif* 
tian Profeffion are not now fo numerous or 
ib preffing as They were in the Infancy of 
Chriilianity, when Men were obliged in a 
more eminent Manner to ^ pafs tbreugb much 
Tribulation into the Kingdom of God. There 
is however ftill great Occafion to prefs the 
Duty of Perleverance. Afflidlions are the 
common Lot of the Sons of Adam 1 and the 
Bcft of Men are by no Means exempted from 
bearing a confiderable Share of This Burthen. 
So far from this, that befides the ordinary 
PifHculties that are to be encountered in our 
Chriftian Warfare; fuffering Virtue, and dili 
treiied Piety are real, nay common Cafes } 
i^nd none of us can forefce how foon They 
may be His own. So that the Beft of Us 
may * have tfeed of Patience^ that after *we 
l^ave done the Will of God ts>e may inherit the 
jPromifes. — 

For (blcfled be God !) Proniifes there are> 
fxceeding great and precious Promifes^ which 
CJpD who cannot lye hath made in the Gof- 

a AasXIV.^2. b Hcb.X.36, 

pel 
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pel to Thofe who ■ by patient Continuance in 
Well- doing feek for Glory and Immortality. To 
fuch there is ^ ^ Glory rtvealed^ to which the 
greateji Sufferings of the prefent Time on one 
Hand, or its moft exalted Enjoyments on the 
other, are not worthy to be compared. For 
fuch there is ' Imd up a Crown of Rigbteouf- 
nefs that fadetb not away 5 for fuch there is 
referved Fullnefs of Joy and Pleajhres for 
Evermore, We are aiTured that every Cala- 
mity, we here patiently endure for Right- 
coufnefs-fak6, (hall then be aodply rewarded 
by Gob himfelf ; and that ^ our light Afflic- 
tion which is but for a Moment worketh for 
JJs a far more exceeding and Eternal fFeigbt 
4^f Glory! 

And furely, if we faint under Tribulation 
when We have fo glorious a Profpedl before ^ 
Us, our Strength is fmalL Pain and Difquict 
ere; it muft be owned, by no Means in themi» 
felves agreeable to Flefli and Blqod. No Chaf 
tifement or Affliction feemetb for the prefent 
to be joyous, but grievous. But then our Trials, 
how fharp foever, can be but fliort 5 and End^ 
lefs Happinefs muft be infinitely more than an 
Equivalent for all we have endured, aH we 

a Rom. II. 7. b Ibid. VIIi; 1 8. c z Tim. IV. 8, 

d 2 Cor, ly, 17. 

can 
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iran endure, in This World. We cannot think 
burfelvcs hardly dealt with, when having' beeik 
•yS little chaflifed we fhall be fo greatly r^- 
warded. Let ^ the Multitude of the Sorrows we 
hofue in our Hearts be never fo great, yet "Thefe 
Comforts niuft be ^abundantly fufficient to r^- 
frejh blir Souls. -Whil^ Heaven thus, as it 
were, opens itfelf to our View, we cannot b6 
under any great Concern about the Treat- 
ment we may here meet with ; but muft ra- 
ther (according to St. Jameses Paradox) "" Count 
them happy which endure. 

To conclude. — We fee what little Rea- 
fon We hzvQ from all that is before Us, to 
doubt either of the Providence and Infpec- 
tion; or of the Juftice .and Holinefs of Al- 
mighty God. — Let us then, however Things 
may appear at prefent, always reft ^ ajfured 
that the Judgment of God will finally be ac^ 
cording to Truth: And in Confequcnce of 
This Aflbrance, what Motives foever may 
at prefent appear to folicit, or what Profped:s 
foever may encourage us, let us never pre- 
fume to do any Thing which We have Rea- 
fon to believe is difpleafing to Him, and which 
We may be fure We fhall, on that Account, 

a Wifd. III. 5. b PfaJ. XCIV. 19. c Jam. V. 1 1. 

d Kom. II. 2. 

fooner 
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£)oner or later wiib We had not Jane* And 
particularly^ >yhenibevcr We are tempted to 
entertain unworthy Notions, of the Divine 
Juftice^ or to prefume ypon His Forbeanmccy 
from obierving the prefent Difpofal of Thingsj 
let Us ( according to the Advice of the vrife 
Son of Siracb) ^Remember the EnJ, and We 
fiall neither judge nor do ami/s. 

8Ecclnf.vii.36. 
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